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Examination Layout
Beliefs
Q1. “Which one of the following.” (1 mark)
Q2. “Give two.” (2 marks)
Q3. “Explain two ways which ‘X’ influences ‘X’ today.” (4 marks)
Q4. “Explain two beliefs OR teachings about ‘X.’ Refer to sacred writings or another source of
Christian/Buddhist belief and teaching in your answer. (5 marks)
Q5. “[…]. Evaluate this claim.” (12 marks)
--------------------------------------------------------------------Practices
Q6. “Which one of the following.” (1 mark)
Q7. “Give two.” (2 marks)
Q8. “Explain two contrasting.” (4 marks)
Q9. “Explain two reasons OR important OR ways ‘X.’ Refer to sacred writings or another source of
Christian/Buddhist belief and teaching in your answer. (5 marks)
Q10. “[…]. Evaluate this claim.” (12 marks)
--------------------------------------------------------------------Suggested Timings
Christian Beliefs: 25mins
Buddhist Beliefs: 25mins
Christian Practices: 25mins
Buddhist Practices: 25mins
Checking: 5mins

1mark: 1min
2marks: 2mins
4marks: 5mins
5marks: 6mins
12marks: 15/16mins

Revising for Religious Studies
Sadly many methods students use to revise have been shown to be ineffective.
This means all the hard work you are doing, will not lead to exam success.
Researchers have found the following methods to be ineffective:





Highlighting notes.
Simple re-reading of notes.
Producing written summaries of text.
For further information on this, read this article http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-22565912

INSTEAD, try the following…
Retrieval Practice
Select a topic you wish to revise.
Get a piece of paper and write/sketch everything you remember. Try really
hard to remember. You may wish to focus this on the demands of the exam, for
example, for GCSE think about the 5 questions, what information is needed for
each? Definitions, scriptural references, challenges, scholars?
Once you have done this, grab your notes and fill in any gaps, it may be helpful to use another
colour, this will help the gaps in your knowledge standout. Repeat this (overtime) until all the
gaps are filled!
Practice answering examination style questions. Full answers are not
necessary, detailed plans will do. Try them without your notes, then use
your notes to fill in the gaps. You can use the AQA website, question
lists provided or create your own. Remember the exam structure!
Make

flashcards.

Use

for

definitions,

key

pieces

of

scripture/church/religious
teachings/key
concepts,
strengths,
weaknesses. Get friends/parents/careers to test you. If you don’t want
to use physical cards, there are lots of good Apps available such as
Quizlet, Brainscape, Memrise etc.
A slight adaption of flashcards could be to make ‘’Match Cards’, for
example, one piece of card has a term e.g. omnipotence, another card
has the definition, e.g. the attribute of God suggesting He is all powerful. You could also do
this for Bible verses e.g. Genesis 1 ---- ‘the world was void and formless’. Even scholars and
key quotations e.g. Richard Dawkins --- ‘scripture is based on ill-founded evidence.’
Want

to

try

another

flashcard

method?

Research

the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ&feature=youtu.be

Leitner

System:

You could create quizzes for yourself/peers. These quizzes should be true/false or multiple
choice.

Organise It/Dual-Code
Select an area of study and transform your notes into graphic
organisers. This could be as simple as breaking down your notes into
different topics on a mind-map, again consider your exam structure,
what do you need to know? Definitions, examples, influences,
contrasting/similar ideas, teachings, scholars, concepts and
challenges. Each branch could be linked to a different aspect.
You could also explore other ways to organise your notes visually. Lots
of
methods
explained
and
discussed
here:
http://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/GraphicOrganiserFinal.pdf
Another visual approach you could take to revision is to ‘dual-code’ your
notes.
Look at the text included in your notes, can you transform/change this
into pictures. Does it work the other way? Can you translate an image
into words? For example, look at an image of a Buddhist Shrine? Can you
identify and explain the items? How might you depict the different
means a Christian has to salvation?
Could you create a comic strip to explain the 4 sights of the Buddha and how they influence
Buddhists today? What about the act and influence of creation in Christianity?

Interleaving
Rather than revise one unit in one chunk, separate your
revision so you are mixing and matching different topics
and units. For example, try spending 15 minutes on
Attributes of God, followed by 15 minutes on the 3 Marks
of Existence, followed by 15 minutes on Creation. Can you
see any links between the topics? Ensure you regularly
change the order of recall.
It may be a good idea to group your units together, one way to do this could be: A: Christian
Beliefs B. Christian Practices, C. Buddhist Beliefs, D. Buddhist Practices. During a revision period,
for example, an hour period (with breaks), you switch between A and B, C and D, A and C and B
and D. This may help make links between Belief and Practices and your two religions. Leave Themes
for another session. When interleaving, make use of the methods above, during your session.
More Information: http://www.learningscientists.org/

Christian
Beliefs

Paper 1: The Study of Christianity: Beliefs and Teachings: What I Need to Know
Topic

Notes
Key Beliefs in Christianity

The Nature of God
o God as Omnipotent
o

God as Loving

o

God as Just

o

The Problem of Evil and Suffering

The Nature of God
o The Oneness of God and the Trinity: the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Creation
o Different Christian Beliefs about Creation
o

John 1:1-3

o

Genesis 1:1-3

Different Christian Beliefs about the Afterlife
o Resurrection
o

Life after Death

o

Judgement

o

Heaven

o

Hell
Jesus Christ and Salvation

Incarnation
o Beliefs and Teachings about the Incarnation and
Jesus as the Son of God
Jesus’ Death
o Beliefs and Teachings about Jesus’ Crucifixion
o

Beliefs and Teachings about Jesus’ Resurrection

o

Beliefs and Teachings about Jesus’ Ascension

o

Beliefs and Teachings about Sin, including
Original Sin

Sin

Salvation
o Beliefs and Teachings about Salvation, including
Law, Grace and Spirit
Atonement
o Beliefs and Teachings about the Role of Christ
in Salvation, including Atonement

Assessed

Revised

R.A.G

Topic 1: Key Beliefs
The Nature of God (DIVINE ATTRIBUTES)
Christians believe God that God can be characterised/understood in many
different ways. Common qualities/characteristics include:
God as omnipotent: the belief that God is all powerful.
God as omnibenevolent: the belief that God is loving/cares/is good.
God as just: the belief that God treats each individual human fairly and equally.
God as omniscient: the belief that God is all-knowing.
God as omnipresent: the belief that God is everywhere.
God as eternal: the belief that God has always and always will exist.

God as Omnipotent: Influences
Believing that God is omnipotent Christians may pray to Him. Today, this means that Christians
may ask God to help them in times of trouble and hardship due to His power. For example, Our
Father.
Believing that God is omnipotent Christians have an answer to an ultimate question. Today, this
means that Christians believe that God created the world and may act as Stewards to care for
and respect God’s creation. For example, recycle.

God as Omnipotent: Teachings
One teaching about God’s omnipotence is that He created the world ex-nihilo. This is supported
by the Book of Genesis, which states ‘when God created the universe, the earth was formless.’ This
shows God is powerful because He alone created the world out of nothing, nobody else but God
can do this.
Another teaching about God’s omnipotence is that He can resurrect those who have died. This
is supported by the Bible, which states

of the Father we may too.’

‘just as Christ was raised from death by the glorious power

This shows God is powerful because He can give people life again once

they have died, nobody else but God can do this.

How Can God’s Omnipotence be Challenged?
One of the most vocal challenges derives from the work of Richard
Dawkins (God Delusion, 2006) who argues the concept of omnipotence
is illogical. He suggests that the God of Classical Theism (i.e. the
Christian God) is often thought to be both omniscient (all-knowing) and
omnipotent (all-powerful) yet Dawkins argues the two are ‘mutually
incompatible.’

“It has not escaped the notice of
logicians that omniscience and
omnipotence are mutually
incompatible. If God is omniscient, he
must already know how he is going to
intervene to change the course of
history… But this means he can’t
change his mind about his
intervention, which means he is not
omnipotent”. (God Delusion, 2006)

Throughout history, many philosophers have also raised the challenge of the ‘Paradox of the
Stone.’ This highlights the possibility of an action God cannot do: can God create a rock so heavy,
he cannot lift it?’ However, is this merely a misunderstanding of ‘omnipotence’?
The Problem of Evil has also been used to challenge God’s omnipotence. Why does evil exist in
the world if God has the power to stop it? Christians are taught (in the Bible) that ‘nothing is
impossible with God.’

God as Omnibenevolent (Loving): Influences
Believing that God is loving Christians may pray to Him. Today, this means that Christians may
ask God to help them in times of trouble and hardship due to His love and care for His creation.
Believing that God is loving Christians may be loving to one another. Today, this means that
Christians may aspire to be kind, patient, truthful and generous. This is because God is the
ultimate source of authority and Christians use Him as an example for their lives, if He is loving,
they should be loving too.

God as Omnibenevolent (Loving): Teachings
One teaching about God as loving is that He sacrificed His only Son to give Christians eternal
life. This is supported by the Bible, which states ‘God so loved the

world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ This shows God as loving
because He gave His son to allow everybody to achieve salvation this is the ultimate act of agapeic
love (selfless love).
Another teaching about God as loving is that He protects those who ask. This is supported by
the Bible, which states ‘the Lord is good; he protects those who take refuge in him.’ This shows God
as loving because He cares for those in need.

How Can God’s Omnibenevolence be Challenged?
Stephen Fry challenges God’s
omnibenevolence by raising the issue of evil
in the world. He suggests God is not loving,
rather he is ‘mean.’ If he was loving why is
there a world full of misery, injustice and
pain?
Richard Dawkins also challenges God’s
omnibenevolence. He suggest the Bible does not
portray God as loving but rather as an ‘unpleasant
character.’ He suggests the acts God performs
make Him ‘bloodthirsty’ and a ‘bully’. For example,
the Old Testament says that you are to stone
disobedient children to death.
Although these claims maybe valid, they are made with very little exegesis, an examination of the
Bible and its claims within its social context/intended audience. Also, does evil/suffering not have a
purpose?

God as Just: Influences
Believing that God is just Christians may be just to one another. Today, this means that
Christians may aspire to be fair and treat one another with respect. This is because God is the
ultimate source of authority and Christians use Him as an example for their lives, if He is just,
they should be just too.
Believing that God is just Christians may try to bring about justice in the world. Today, this
means that Christians may engage in activism/work to try and bring an end to injustice in the
world today. For example, they may support the work of Christian Aid.

God as Just: Teachings
One teaching about God as just is that He gives laws to promote justice in the world. This is
supported by the Bible, which states the ‘Ten Commandments e.g. do not murder, do not steal, honour

your mother and father.’

This shows God as just because He is giving guidelines/laws to live by

which bring about fairness and offer something by which God can judge Christians against.
Another teaching about God as just is that He does not have favourites and accepts everybody

’ I truly understand that God shows no
partiality… and those who do what is right are accepted by Him’. This shows God is just because it
equally. This is supported by the Bible, which states

highlights how God, regardless of who you are, will treat you fairly if you are doing good for
example, following the Ten Commandments.

How Can God’s Justness be Challenged?
You could use many of the arguments already stated i.e. the Problem of Evil, why if God is Just,
do some suffer but others do not? God is not Just, but ‘mean’ (Stephen Fry).
The philosopher Maurice Wiles could also be used to challenge God’s Justness. Wiles argues that
Biblical miracles, show God as a figure who is arbitrary and partisan (acts randomly and has
favourites). Why would God can turn water into wine in the Gospel of John during the wedding at
Cana, but not save 6million Jews for Nazi persecution? The miracles of the Bible seem to suggest
that God picks and chooses who He wishes to save, he does treat everybody fairly and equally.
The Book of Job could also be used to show God as unjust – why would God treat somebody who
is so devout, in the way that He did?

The Problem of Evil and Suffering
Evil is the opposite of good. A force that is seen in many traditions as destructive and against
God.
Natural Evil: things which cause suffering but have nothing to do with humans.
Moral Evil: actions done by humans which cause suffering.
The Catholic Theologian Hans Kung calls evil the ‘rock of atheism.’
The problem of evil and suffering originates in the writing of Ancient Greece (Epicurus).
Throughout history it is has numerous formulations, but perhaps the best well known derives
from the work of the philosopher J.L.Mackie. Mackie suggests that evil creates a ‘trilemma’ –
an inconsistency of three ideas. Mackie’s presentation of the evil, is known as the ‘Inconsistent
Triad’:
God is omnipotent & omnibenevolent,
and evil does not exist.
God is omnipotent, but not
omnibenevolent; thus evil exists by
God's will.
God is omnibenevolent, but not omnipotent; thus evil exists. But evil is not within God's power
to stop (at least not instantaneously).
There is NO denying that evil exists in the contemporary world, therefore this leads to a
difficult conclusion: God is either malevolent (not-loving) or impotent (powerless). However, if an
attribute is removed from God, is this figure still the Christian God? Is this ‘God’ still worthy of
worship? Evil presents huge problems for the theist.

The Problem of Evil and Suffering: the Solutions (Theodicies)
Due to the problem the existence of evil and suffering creates, many philosophers and theologians
have attempted to explain its purpose and reason, all while maintaining the traditional
understanding/conception of God as omnipotent, omnibenevolent and omniscient. When this is
attempted, it is called a theodicy: a defence of the attributes of God against objections
resulting from natural and moral evil.
The Augustinian Theodicy/ Soul Deciding Theodicy
One solution to the ‘problem’ of evil and suffering is proposed by the
theologian St Augustine. He suggests that the world was created
perfectly (as outlined in the Book of Genesis) it had no evil. However,
when God made humankind (i.e. Adam and Eve) He gave them Free Will,
this allowed them to disobey Him and eat from the ‘Tree of Knowledge.’
According to Augustine, we are all descendants of Adam, we therefore all
deserve to be punished! The act of ‘Original Sin’ leads to a ‘privation’
(lack of goodness) in the world. Yet, God knew that Adam and Eve were going to sin so He sent
Jesus to redeem humanity, Jesus allows salvation to be attained. Evil is not the fault of God,
but humankind for their disobedience against God’s wishes.

However, this theodicy can be seen as weak if questions are raised over the validly of Genesis. Is
the Creation Narrative in Genesis 1 true? Should it be taken as a literal event? Much of
contemporary science discredits the events and offer alterative processes. If it didn’t really
happen, can ‘Original Sin’ be used as a theodicy?
The Soul Making Theodicy
Another solution to the ‘problem’ of evil and suffering is proposed by Ireneaus and later adapted
and developed by John Hick. They suggest that evil is purposeful, it allows humankind to grow
closer to the being and likeness of God. Evil therefore allows us to develop, Hick suggests that
God is at an epistemic distance from humankind, when evil arises and humans respond positively,
we close those distance, developing our souls in the likeness of God. Evil is needed, as it allows
humanity to strengthen and develop their relationship with God.
Although it is true suffering can have some purpose, for example, it does allow for the best of
humanity to come through i.e. donating money, volunteering etc. Yet a weakness with Hick’s S.M.T
is why does there need to be so much evil for this relationship to grow/develop with God? If God
is omnipotent, could He not develop His relationship with humanity in another, suffering free
way?
Process Thought
Another solution to the ‘problem’ of evil and suffering is proposed by Whitehead and
Hartshorne. They suggest that God is not omnipotent. God is powerful but not ‘all/ultimately’
powerful. God only has coercive/persuasive power, He can often persuade things to come into
being, but He doesn’t have full control. For example, God can often persuade the waves to be
calm and the tectonics to be still but sometimes they go against His will. God can often persuade
matter to form into humans, but not always perfectly, sometimes there are imperfections.
Humans can therefore at times carry out moral evil. God is involved in the world, He tries to
persuade matter when things are not in order, but sometimes fails. God like humanity suffers
too. Evil arises because God is not powerful enough to stop it, although He wants to, he is
loves humanity and knows the suffering it will cause.
If God does not have ultimate power then who does? If God is not an omnipotent being, is He
worthy of the worship billions of Christians give Him? Why did He create something He cannot
fully control?
The Book of Job: Incomprehensible
Another solution to the ‘problem’ of evil and suffering is found in the Bible, in the Book of Job.
Job was a sinless man who worshipped God faithfully, however, through a ‘deal’ with Satan, God
begins to test Job. He systematically removes his good life and afflicts him with terrible
diseases. Overtime, Job began to question God and eventually comes face-to-face with Him.
However, when faced with God, Job understands God’s true greatness and holiness, he realises
that God is so great and that humans shouldn’t question Him. Evil arises because God has a
reason for it but as humans we will never be able to understand it.

Evil and Suffering: Influences
The problem of evil and suffering may lead to Christians abandoning their faith. Today, this
means that some Christians may turn atheist in light of the suffering they/others have
experienced. This is because they find it too difficult to accept how a God who is omnipotent,
omniscient and omnibenevolent can allow evil to happen.
The problem of evil and suffering may lead Christians to be proactive and work to overcome
its effects. Today, this means that some Christians may work for charities/organisations which
try to overcome suffering caused by evil. For example, support the work of Christian Aid after a
natural disaster.

The Oneness of God and the Trinity
The Trinity: the belief that there are there Persons in the One God. The Father, Son and
Holy Spirit are separate, but they are also one being.
Christianity is a monotheistic religion; Christians believe in ONE
God. The Ten Commandments teach Christians there is ‘no God
but me.’ Ward (1996) argues that Christianity adopted the idea
of the Trinity to help them make sense of God in light of the
events and teachings of the Bible.
In the Bible God is revealed in three distinct ways: the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. The Trinity is an attempt to explain the
nature of the relationship between these three Persons, whilst
at the same time maintaining a belief in ONE God.

What does the Trinity Tell Christians about God?
If a Christian were to think of each person of the trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit…. they would
be able to understand something about God’s nature. The Bible aids Christians in their understanding
of each person.
Father

Son

Holy Spirit

Genesis 1: The Creation Narrative

Matthew 1:18: The Birth

Matthew 1:18: The Birth Narrative –

shows the role of God as creator

Narrative highlights God the

shows the role of the Holy Spirit as a

‘God created the heavens and

Son as God incarnate.

messenger ‘she found out she was

Earth.’

going to have a baby by the Holy
Spirit.’

Matthew 6: Lord Prayer: shows the

John 14:6: shows the role of

Acts 9:31: Saul in Jerusalem: shows

role of God as Father – ‘Our

God the Son as a role model –

the role of the Holy Spirit as a source

Father’ – describes what he will do

‘I am the way, the truth and the

of guidance/comfort giver ‘through

for people e.g. give food, forgive

life, no one goes to the Father

the help of the Holy Spirit it was

sins and protect.

expect by me.’

strengthened and grew in numbers.’

2 Corinthians 6:18: shows the role
of God the Father as Father – I
will be your father, you shall be my
sons and daughters.

The Trinity: Influences
The Trinity may impact worship practices. Today, this means that when Christians are
worshipping they may make the ‘sign of the cross’ to remember and show respect to the three
persons of the trinity.
The Trinity may help Christians understand God. Today, this means that by examining the
Persons of Trinity Christians are able to have a better understanding of the nature/role of God.
For example, God the Father is responsible for creation etc.

How Can the Trinity be Challenged?
Some atheists e.g. Richard Dawkins reject the Trinity. Dawkins rejects
the Trinity as the ideas contained within it are ‘unclear’ he suggests that
‘no man ever had a distinct idea of the trinity’. Moreover, he argues that
there is no evidence to support the theological opinions expressed in the
Trinity. For Dawkins, the Bible is not a trusted source of evidence, rather
it is ill-founded. Rather than expressing monotheism, Dawkins suggests
it presents Christianity as polytheistic – a religion which believes in more
than one God.
Not even all Christians accept a belief in the Trinity. Some Christian denominations are nontrinitarian. For example, most Jehovah's Witnesses reject the Trinity as they argue that Jesus
was created by God and is His son and the Holy Spirit is a power, not a person. Moreover, many
Unitarians reject the divineness of Jesus, instead suggesting He is merely an important moral
figure, not a divine being.
Some Jews and Muslims have argued that the Trinity is a form of tritheism. This means that
Christians belief in three separate gods, who are linked in some way – like Dawkins they argue it
presents Christianity as polytheistic, not monotheistic.

Different Christian Beliefs about Creation
Creation: a loving act of God which saw Him bring the universe into being.

Genesis 1:1-3
Some Christians (e.g. Young Earth Creationists) take the
Creation Narrative, found in the Book of Genesis as literal
truth. This means that they believe God created the world in 6
days, in the order that Genesis recounts. He rested on the 7th.
They believe this happened about 6,000 – 10, 000 years ago.
However, other Christians reject a literal interpretation of
the Bible, rather they regard accounts such as Genesis more
like parables or symbolic accounts. They may contain religious
truth, explaining that the process of creation was God’s choice
and God designed and caused it to happen, but not literal truth.
These Christians may look to science to help them understand
how God did this, some may even reject Creation accounts all
together, in favour of scientific explanations such as the Big
Bang/Evolution.

Within the Genesis Narrative Christians are also told ‘the spirit of God was hovering over the
waters’ this is a reference to the Holy Spirt, the third Person of the Trinity.

The Role of the Word: John 1:1-3
The Word refers to God the Son who entered history as Jesus. This shows
that Jesus was involved in the act of creation. Thus the whole of the
Trinity were involved and have existed since the beginning, they all exist
alongside each other within the same One God and always have done. This
reaffirms the Oneness of God.

Creation: Influences
Creation may confirm God exists. Today, this means that Christians can
look to nature to see and experience God. For example, seeing the beauty
and order of the world may lead Christians to see God as the designer.
Creation may encourage Stewardship. Today, this means that Christians
may believe that God created the world, it therefore their role to care for
it. For example, some Christians may engage in environmental activism.

Creation: Teachings
One teaching about creation is God made the world from nothing (ex-nihilo). This is supported
by the Bible, which states ‘when God created the universe, the earth was formless.’ This shows God’s
power allowed Him bring the universe into being.
Another teaching about creation is God made humans in His image (Imago Dei). This is
supported by the Bible, which states ‘God created human beings, making them to be like Himself’. This
shows that humans are made to be like God and therefore human life is sacred/special – the
Sanctity of Life.

How Can Christian Creation Beliefs be Challenged?
It is important to remember that not all Christians hold the same beliefs about creation.
Therefore it is possible to use internal critiques to challenge the ideas of creation, for example,
there is a difference of belief concerning how the Bible should be interpreted: literally or
symbolically?
Contemporary scientific discourse can also challenge Christian beliefs regarding creation. For
example, Physics poses the alterative idea of the Big Bang to explain the origins of the universe,
rather than Creationism. Alternatively, Biology, poses the idea of Evolution to explain the origins
of humanity, this negates the notion God creating humans Imago Dei.

Stephen Hawking suggests there is no God! Nobody created the
universe, the universe originated via the Big Bang. The universe is
a product of a ‘burst’ 13.7 billion years ago. From this singularity, a
continual expansion has occurred.

Richard Dawkins argues that Genesis is merely a myth. It has no
special status and is based upon ill-founded logic.

Different Christian Beliefs about the Afterlife
Afterlife: what Christians believe will follow life of Earth.
Resurrection: the form that many Christians believe the afterlife will take, referring to
either physical or spiritual bodies.
Judgement: when God decides whether each person should receive eternal life or eternal
punishment.
Heaven: the state after death of being with and enjoying eternity with God.
Hell: the place of eternal suffering or the state after death of separation from God for
those who want no relationship with him.
Purgatory: a Catholic belief. An intermediate state where souls are cleansed in in order to
enter heaven.

Background Understanding/Knowledge
Christian beliefs regarding the afterlife are complex and diverse. Many
Christian sources of wisdom and authority e.g. The Bible, The Creeds,
figures of authority, The Pope etc. teach and affirm that Christians should
accept the notion of an afterlife.
A Christian’s experience/entry to the afterlife is founded on the principle
of God’s Judgement. One key attribute of God is ‘Judge.’ God will decide
the fate of those who die. For most Christians, the fate of an individual
will result in entry to either heaven or hell, for Catholic Christians, it also
includes purgatory.
There is much debate concerning what form the afterlife will take. Many Christians believe that
their individual, literal, physical bodies will be resurrected. Others believe that they will receive
new spiritual bodies. Some believe that it is the soul, not a physical body which is resurrected
upon death.

The Importance of the Afterlife for Christians
The belief in an afterlife is important for Christians as it gives them comfort/support in times
of bereavement. This means that when somebody dies, a Christian may not be sad, but secure in
the knowledge that the individual has joined God in heaven and is living in paradise for eternity
with Him.
The belief in an afterlife is important for Christians as it helps some make sense of the
world/injustice. Some Christians will use the afterlife as an explanation for suffering, they will
accept a difficult/arduous life on Earth, in the knowledge that this struggle/difficulties will be
rewarded by God after death.

The belief in an afterlife is important for Christians as it gives their life meaning, structure and
guidance. This means that to attain entry into heaven, Christians follow the commandments set
by God and moral principles taught by Jesus. Moreover, they will engage in Christian practices
which affirm the divinity and importance of Jesus.

Heaven
Within the Christian Tradition there is no universal understanding of heaven, knowledge of
heaven is limited and based on images, typically traditional paintings and Biblical descriptions.
Some Christians e.g. most Baptists, due to their literal interpretation of the Bible, suggest heaven
is a literal place, above the clouds, where God is seated along with angels. In the Gospel of John,
Jesus teaches: ‘I am going there to prepare a place for you.’ However, other Christians e.g.
Catholics, believe heaven is not a literal place, but a state, the Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches: ‘Heaven is the ultimate end… the state of supreme, definitive happiness.’

Heaven: Influences
Heaven may offer comfort to the bereaved. Today, this means that Christians who are
experiencing the loss of a loved one, may not feel upset, but reassured knowing that the deceased
is no longer suffering, instead is in eternal paradise, heaven, with God.
Heaven may help some Christians make sense of the world/injustice. Today, this means that
some Christians may accept a difficult/arduous life on Earth, in the knowledge that this
struggle/difficulties will be rewarded by God after death, in heaven. This is the basis of the
Soul-Making Theodicy.

Heaven: Teachings
One teaching about heaven is heaven is the dwelling place of God. This is supported by the
Bible, which states

‘The Lord looks down from heaven and sees all of us humans.’

This shows that

some Christians believe that God is found in heaven, it is from here he performs His role as
Judge.
Another teaching about heaven is heaven is a reward given by God. This is supported by the
Bible, which states

‘He will put the sheep on his right, they are blessed and will inherit the Kingdom.’

This shows that if Christians put into practice Jesus’ teaching and have faith in God, they will be
rewarded in heaven. For example, the teachings found in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats.

Hell
Hell is seen as the opposite of heaven. It is often depicted to be a place of
suffering, terror, fire and torture. It is thought to be ruled by the Devil/Satan –
the power/source of evil. Some Christians e.g. some Evangelicals, due to their
literal interpretation of the Bible, view hell as a literal place. For example, the
Book of Revelation denotes hell as a place of fire.
However, other Christians e.g. Catholics, suggest that hell is a state, not a place. It
is seen as eternal separation from God. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches: ‘the state of exclusion [from] God is called hell.’

Furthermore, a minority of Christians adopt a belief called universalism, a rejection of hell.
This is because they believe God’s love will triumph over evil, they suggest that ultimately
everybody will response to God’s love and whatever evil things they have done, they will repent
and be forgiven.
The Theologian John Hick suggests hell is incompatible with God’s omnibenevolence.

Hell: Influences
Hell may encourage Christians to engage in worship. Today, this means that some Christians
e.g. Catholics, will engage in the Eucharist and daily prayers, showing repentance for their
wrongdoings/sins and ask for the mercy of God.
Hell may encourage Christians to engage in positive action. Today, this means that Christians
will put into practice the teachings of God e.g. the Decalogue and the teachings of Jesus e.g. to
love your neighbour as yourself. These teachings will have a positive impact on the world and show
a Christian’s commitment to God.

Hell: Teachings
One teaching about hell is hell is a place of punishment. This is supported by the Bible, which
states ‘the unfaithful, detestable and sinners were thrown into the fiery lakes of hell… and tortured day

and night forever and ever.’

This shows that hell is a place where those who have committed

specific sins are sent for punishment.
Another teaching about hell is hell is a state not a literal place. This is supported by the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states ‘the state of exclusion [from] God is called hell.’

Judgement
Judgement: Influences
Judgement may encourage Christians to put their faith into action. Today, this means that
Christians will put into practice Christian moral principles/teachings and make the world a better
place. For example, feed the hungry, clothe the naked and help the sick. This is an example of
justification by work.
Judgement may encourage Christians to show faith in God and Jesus. Today, this means that
Christians will accept God’s message, teachings and Grace to ensure they are judged favourably
and ultimately gain entry into heaven. This is an example of justification by faith.

Judgement: Teachings
One teaching about judgement is God is the ultimate judge. This is supported by the Bible,
which states ‘He is ready to judge the living and the dead’. This means that’s it is God who decides a
Christian’s fate upon death i.e. if they will go to heaven or hell.
Another teaching about judgement is for some Christians judgement is based on one’s
actions/works. This is supported by the Bible, which states

‘faith apart from works is dead’.

This

means that a Christian must put into practice Christian moral principles to be judged favourably
and gain entry into heaven.

Resurrection
There are many different views among Christians concerning resurrection. Some Christians e.g.
Protestants, believe that an individual’s soul is resurrected very soon after death. This belief is
called Immortality of the Soul. Other Christians, e.g. most Catholics and some Orthodox
Churches) believe that sometime in the future Jesus will return to judge the dead they will be
raised, this is often called Parousia.
The belief in resurrection has huge importance for Christians. For St Paul, resurrection is a
foundational belief of Christianity “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile.”

Resurrection: Influences
Resurrection may give Christians hope. Today, this means that Christians when they are faced
with death, they will have faith that they/their loved ones will be raised from the dead, allowing
them to overcome their fear of death, giving them hope of eternal life.
Resurrection gives Jesus authority. Today, this means that Christians may follow the example
and teaching of Jesus, as they may wish, like He did, to be resurrected upon death.

Resurrection: Teachings
One teaching about resurrection is it highlights Jesus’ authority. This is supported by the
Catechism, which states ‘Christ by his resurrection has given proof of his divine authority.’ This means
that Catholic Christians will accept and follow the teachings of Jesus.
Another teaching about resurrection is it repairs the broke relationship between God and
humanity. This is supported by the Catechism, which states

sin… he opens the way for a new life.’

‘by his death, Christ liberates us from

This means that through Jesus’ resurrection He has atoned

for the act of Original Sin and restored the relationship between God and humanity.

How Can Christian Beliefs about the Afterlife be Challenged?
Humanists may challenge many Christian beliefs regarding the afterlife e.g. heaven and hell, this
is because they believe they we only live once and life is ‘not a dress rehearsal’. They suggest
that a belief in L.A.D does not make sense. The only way we live on is through memories, our
work and children.
Atheist, Richard Dawkins, challenges Christian beliefs regarding the afterlife, he suggests the
idea of an afterlife is ‘magical thinking’ although it is something which brings comfort, it does
not mean it is true. He suggests it is ‘wishful thinking’ and ‘goes against everything we
understand about how our bodies work’. Christian beliefs such as those concerning the afterlife
are ‘irrational’ and ‘nothing happens after we die.’
The philosophy of British Empiricist Philosopher Russell also
challenges many key Christian beliefs concerning the
afterlife. As empiricism is founded upon the experiencing of
phenomenon via the senses, Russell suggests L.A.D cannot be
experienced and thus does not exist. He claims upon death ‘I
shall rot’.

Topic 2: Jesus Christ and Salvation
The Incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God
Incarnation: Literally 'in flesh', or 'enfleshed', the doctrine that God took the human form
as Jesus.
Son of God: A title used for Jesus, the second person in the Trinity; denotes the special
relationship between Jesus and God.

Incarnation: Influences
The Incarnation encourages Christians to celebrate an event in the liturgical calendar. Today,
this means that many Christians will come together during the festival of Christmas to celebrate
the birth of Jesus and remember God becoming human.
The Incarnation encourages Christians to follow Jesus. Today, this means the teachings of
Jesus have authority for Christians due to Jesus’ divinity and will be accepted and put into
practice in their daily lives.

Incarnation: Teachings
One teaching about the incarnation is it highlights Jesus’ divinity. This is
supported by the Bible, which states

‘Jesus is the image of the invisible God’.

This means the teachings of Jesus have authority for Christians due to
Jesus’ divinity and will be accepted and put into practice in their daily lives.
Another teaching about the incarnation is it helps Christians know and
understand God. This is supported by the Bible, which states

Son, who has made Him known.’

‘It is only the

This means that through Jesus Christian

understand God’s nature and attributes e.g. God is omnibenevolent as he
sacrificed His Son to repair the relationship between Him and humanity.

How Can Christian Beliefs about the Incarnation be
Challenged?
Some atheist scholars e.g. Richard Dawkins reject the Christian belief that Jesus is God
incarnate as he does not consider scripture as a legitimate authority and therefore he dismisses
the claims made in the Bible. He suggests that scripture is based on ill-founded logic. The
incarnation goes against our knowledge of what can and does happen in day to day existence,
for example, a virgin giving birth, a supernatural Being becoming human etc.
Some Christian Unitarians believe that Jesus was a man, unequivocally human, therefore reject
the Incarnation. Although Jesus is honoured, he is not worshipped and is not though as God
Himself. Many suggest that doctrines such as the Incarnation do not adhere to strict
monotheism.
Most Muslims also reject the claims made by the Incarnation, Jesus (Isa) is a Prophet, not the
Son of God/God incarnate.

Jesus as Son of God: Influences
Jesus as the Son of God encourages Christians to follow Jesus. Today, this means Christians
may accept as truth His actions and teachings, they therefore are likely to accept his miracles
and resurrection and put His teachings into practice e.g. love your neighbour as yourself etc.
Jesus as the Son of God helps Christians understand God’s nature. Today, this means by
exploring the relationship between God and Jesus Christians understand that God is
omnibenevolent as he sacrificed His son to balance the sins of humanity.

Jesus as Son of God: Teachings
One teaching about Jesus as the Son of God is Christians should follow His example. This is
supported by the Catechism, which states

‘take my yoke upon you, and learn from me.’

This means

that Catholic Christians are to use Jesus as model for their behaviour e.g. love your neighbour as
yourself.
One teaching about Jesus as the Son of God is it helps Christians understand God’s nature.
This is supported by the Catechism, which states

God’s love.’

‘’the Word became flesh so that we might know

This means that Christians can see God as omnibenevolent due to the sacrifice He

made by sending and giving up His only Son.

Jesus as Son of God: Debating
Arguments to Support Jesus as the Son of God

Arguments to Reject Jesus as the Son of
God

The belief in the Incarnation supports the idea that
Jesus was the Son of God. In the Gospel of Luke it
states: “the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God.” (Luke 1:35).

Some Christian denominations reject the claim
that Jesus was the Son of God. For example,
some Unitarians suggest that Jesus was
merely a man ‘unequivocally human.’

When Jesus was being Baptised, God confirms that
Jesus is His son: And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my Son, the Beloved” (Mark 1:11).

Some atheist scholars e.g. Richard Dawkins
would reject claims that Jesus is the Son of
God as claims made by the Bible are ‘illfounded’
and
encourage
‘blind-faith.’
Suggesting Jesus is the Son of God, goes
against everyday experience and is very
unlikely to happen.

Jesus himself claimed he was the Son of God during
his trial before the Romans, in this he accepted the
claim that he was ‘Son of the Blessed One.’

Many Jewish People would reject the claim
that Jesus is the Son of God, this is because
many Jews do not see Jesus as divine. Jewish
Theology suggests that it is heretical for any
man to claim to be God, part of God, or the
literal son of God. The Jerusalem Talmud
(Ta'anit 2:1) states explicitly: "if a man claims
to be God, he is a liar."

Jesus’ Crucifixion
Crucifixion: Roman method of execution by which criminals were fixed to a cross; the
execution and death of Jesus on Good Friday.

Crucifixion: Influences
Crucifixion encourages Christians to forgive each other for their sins.
Today, this means that Christians will follow Jesus’ example on the cross and
forgive those who have wronged against them. For example, Gee Walker.
Crucifixion encourages Christians to accept suffering. Today, this means
that Christians may face times of hardship, persecution, suffering and in
some cases death knowing that God understands and will support/guide them.
For example, martyrdom.

Crucifixion: Teachings
One teaching about the crucifixion is it highlights Jesus’ divinity/nature as Son of God. This
is supported by the Bible, which states

was the Son of God.’

‘Father into your hands I commit my spirt… surely this man

This means that Christians may accept as truth Jesus’ actions and teachings,

as they have divine authority.
Another teaching about the crucifixion is it is an act of atonement. This is supported by the
Catechism, which states ‘He died for our sins.’ This means that through the sacrifice of Jesus the
relationship between humanity and God has been restored.

How Can Christian Beliefs about the Crucifixion be Challenged?
While most Christians believe Jesus died via the act of crucifixion most Muslims reject this
belief. Rather, most Muslims believe he was raised to Heaven without being put on the cross. In
the Qur’an it states: ‘but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to
them… Allah raised him up unto Himself.’
The logic of Atheist, Dawkins, could also be used to challenge the notion of the Crucifixion. The
Gospel Narratives are the primary source for Jesus’ Crucifixion, however, Dawkins rejects
scripture as a legitimate authority and therefore he dismisses the claims made within them. He
suggests that scripture is based on ill-founded logic and its content cannot be trusted as
evidence.

Jesus’ Resurrection
Resurrection: The event celebrated on Easter Day of Jesus rising from the dead, an event
recorded in all four gospels and the central belief of Christianity.

Resurrection: Influences
The Resurrection may give Christians hope. Today, this means that Christians when they are
faced with death, they will have faith that they/their loved ones will be raised from the dead,
allowing them to overcome their fear of death, giving them hope of eternal life.
The Resurrection encourages Christians to celebrate an event in the liturgical calendar.
Today, this means that during the Christian festival of Easter (Easter Sunday/Easter Day),
Christians will come together to celebrate the final events of Jesus’ life.

Resurrection: Teachings
One teaching about resurrection is it highlights Jesus’ authority. This is supported by the
Catechism, which states ‘Christ by his resurrection has given proof of his divine authority.’ This means
that Catholic Christians will accept and follow the teachings of Jesus.
Another teaching about resurrection is it repairs the broke relationship between God and
humanity. This is supported by the Catechism, which states

sin… he opens the way for a new life.’

‘by his death, Christ liberates us from

This means that through Jesus’ resurrection He has atoned

for the act of Original Sin and restored the relationship between God and humanity.

Resurrection: Debating
Arguments to Support Jesus Resurrected

Arguments to Reject Jesus Resurrected

It is confirmed in many Christian sources of wisdom and
authority e.g. the Bible, Creeds, Catechism of the
Catholic Church. For Christians these contain deep
religious truths and therefore their content is believed
to be true and accurate. For example, the Gospel of
Mark states: “He has been raised”.

Some atheist scholars e.g. Richard Dawkins
would reject claims that Jesus resurrected as
the primary source of evidence is the Bible.
For Dawkins the Bible and other religious
scripture is ‘ill-founded’ and encourages
‘blind-faith.’ He suggests Jesus resurrecting,
goes against everyday experience and is
merely a form of propaganda to encourage
people believe.
Some Christian denominations reject the claim
that Jesus resurrected. For example, some
Unitarians suggest that Jesus was merely a
man ‘unequivocally human’ as a human, he could
not perform such as an act. The resurrection
accounts are ‘powerful myths’ symbolising the
triumph of the human spirit.

Jesus’ Ascension
Ascension: The event 40 days after the Resurrection, when Jesus returned to God, the
Father, in heaven, recorded in Mark 16, Luke 24 and Acts 1.

Ascension: Influence
The Ascension may encourage Christians to follow Jesus. Today, this means that Christians may
see Jesus as divine and accept as truth His actions and teachings, they therefore are likely to
believe in his miracles and put His teachings into practice e.g. love your neighbour as yourself etc.
The Ascension may give Christians hope. Today, this means that Christians when they are faced
with death, they will have faith that they/their loved ones will go to heaven, like Jesus, for
Christians it will therefore confirm there is an afterlife.

Ascension: Teaching
One teaching about the ascension is when Jesus ascended he returned to God in heaven. This
is supported by the Bible, which states ‘Jesus

hand of God.’

was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right

This highlights the divinity and nature of Jesus, as the Son of God.

Another teaching about the ascension is it should give Christians hope. This is supported by the
Catechism, which states ‘the members of his

ever.’

Body, may live in the hope of one day being with him for

This means that the ascension gives Christians the promise of an afterlife, with God in

heaven, like Jesus.

Ascension: Debating
Arguments to Support Jesus Ascending

Arguments to Reject Jesus Ascending

It is confirmed in many Christian sources of wisdom and
authority e.g. the Bible, Creeds, Catechism of the
Catholic Church. For Christians these contain deep
religious truths and therefore their content is believed
to be true and accurate. For example, the Gospel of
Mark states: “then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken
to them, was taken up into heaven”.

Some atheist scholars e.g. Richard Dawkins
would reject claims that Jesus ascended as
the primary source of evidence is the Bible.
For Dawkins the Bible and other religious
scripture is ‘ill-founded’ and encourages
‘blind-faith.’ He suggests Jesus’ ascension,
goes against everyday experience and what
happened to Jesus was what happens to all of
us when we die, we decompose.
Some Christian denominations reject the claim
that Jesus ascended. For example, some
Unitarians suggest that Jesus was merely a
man ‘unequivocally human’ as a human, he could
not perform such as an act.

Evaluating the Importance of the Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection
and Ascension
Is the Incarnation

Is the Crucifixion the

Is the

Is the Ascension

the Most Important
Event in the Life of
Jesus?

Most Important
Event in the Life of
Jesus?

Resurrection the
Most Important
Event in the Life
of Jesus?

the Most Important
Event in the Life of
Jesus?

Highlights the
Jesus needed to be
born for all other
events to take place.

Needed for salvation
and atonement.

experience.
Teaches an important

Highlights the
divinity of Jesus –
begotten by God,
born to a Virgin.

divinity of Jesus –
raised from the
dead, supernatural
event. Unique

message of
forgiveness. Jesus
forgave those who put
him to death.
Christians should
forgive each other.

Gives hope to
Christians for
L.A.D. This means
the event has long
lasting
consequences.

Highlights the
divinity of Jesus –
rising to heaven,
supernatural event.
Unique experience.

Gives hope to
Christians L.A.D.
This means the
event has long
lasting
consequences.

Encourages Christians
Affords Christians
an opportunity to
come together as a
community to
celebrate His birth.

to be faithful, despite
circumstances. Jesus
suffered hardship.
Christians in their
faith should be
prepared for this too.

Paul – resurrection
the basis of
Christian faith.

Promises the return
of Jesus to Earth.
Gives Christians
hope.

Sin and Original Sin
Sin: Behaviour which is against God's laws and wishes/against principles of morality. A
thought, word or action which is wrong, which people know is wrong and which people freely
choose.
Original Sin: The traditional belief that is still held by some Christians that human nature is
basically flawed, and so humans have a tendency to go against God’s will. Christians who
think that the Bible is literally true believe that it has been passed down from Adam and
Eve.

Sin: Influences
Sin may encourage Christians to do good. Today, this means that Christians will try to avoid
sinful action by doing God’s work. Many Christians will follow the commandments of God and the
teaching of Jesus e.g. the Decalogue and Jesus’ teaching of agapic love.
Sin may encourage specific Christian practice. Today, this means that some Christians e.g.
Catholics, may take attend confession. Here they will confess their sins to a priest, if the
Christian is truly sorry, the priest can absolve (forgive) the Christian for the sins committed.

Sin: Teachings
One teaching about sin is it is an act which breaks God’s law. This is supported by the Bible,
which states ‘whoever sins

is guilty of breaking God's law.’

This means that a Christian should try

to follow God’s law, to avoid sinning. For example, do not kill, as this would be breaking the
Decalogue.
Another teaching about sin is sins should be confessed. This is supported by the Bible, which
states ‘you will never succeed in life if you try to hide

your sins. Confess them and give them up.’ This

means that some Christians, e.g. Catholics will engage in the practice of confession, this will
ensure their sins are absolved.

Original Sin: Influences
Original Sin may help answer an ultimate question. Today, this means that when Christians are
searching for answers to questions surrounding evil the account of the Fall in Genesis 3 offers
some/one explanation.
Original Sin may encourage specific Christian practice. Today, this means that some Christians
will engage in the practice of Baptism. This is because St Augustine and the Roman Catholic
Church teach that Baptism is a way to help Christians be ‘saved’ from the consequences of original
sin.

Original Sin: Teachings
One teaching about original sin is it is the result of human disobedience. This is supported by
the Bible, which states ‘you

shall not eat the fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden...

Because you have done this.’

This means that the presence of original sin is down to the acts of

humans e.g. Adam and Eve, not the will of God.

Another teaching about original sin is it resulted in punishment. This is supported by the Bible,
which states ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you.’ This means that some Christians suggest
that the evil and suffering in the world today is a consequence for this act, for example, death.

How Can Christian Beliefs about Sin & Original Sin be Challenged?
The work of Atheist, Dawkins, can be used to challenge the Christian notion of sin and original
sin. As the primary source of teaching regarding sin and original sin is the Bible, Dawkins would
reject this as a legitimate authority and therefore dismiss the claims made within it. Dawkins
rejects scripture. He suggests that scripture is based on ill-founded logic and its content
cannot be trusted as evidence.
Dawkins also makes a number of comments regarding sin and original sin
specifically, he suggests the idea is ‘barking-mad.’ He also claims that
the Biblical characters Adam and Eve did not exist – if they didn’t exist
original sin is impossible. Moreover, Dawkins suggests the notion of
salvation, Jesus saving humanity from the acts of sin, is ‘deeply
unpleasant’ – if God wanted to forgive sins, why did He not just do so?
Why was His son tortured?
Mormonism rejects the notion of original sin. Mormons argue that human beings are not
tarnished with sin from Adam, they argue this is a misunderstanding of the doctrine of original
sin.

The Means of Salvation, Including Law, Grace and Spirit
Salvation: Saving the soul and deliverance (freedom) from sin and admission to heaven brought
about by Jesus.
Law: This refers to the law of God, revealed in the Bible, which Christians are called to
obey. St Paul made it clear, however, that salvation is not earned by obedience to the law
but is God’s free gift – through Grace.
Grace: The unconditional and generous love that God shows to people who do not deserve it.

Understanding Salvation
Salvation means to be saved from sin and the consequences of sin, ultimately it grants eternal
life with God. Sin has separated humans from God, but salvation allows humans closeness once
again. The Bible states: “since all have sinned… they fall short of the glory of God.”
Christians do not agree that there is one single way by which salvation can achieved, however,
there are two common ideas.


Salvation through works, sometimes called salvation through law/good moral conduct.
This means that some Christians believe they can be saved from sin by having faith in
God

AND following

the way God has taught them to live. They argue that by believing

in God and putting into practice the love and message of God, they will be able to avoid sin
and live a morally permissible life, e.g. they will follow the 10 Commandments/Decalogue.
Thus, ultimately be rewarded by God in heaven.



Salvation through Grace/faith. This means that some Christians believe they can be saved
from sin through faith in Jesus. Salvation is not something which is earned (i.e. not
through Works) or deserved, but is merely a gift for the faithful.

Salvation: Influences
Salvation may encourage good moral conduct. Today, this means that when Christians will live
their life by putting into practice the law/teachings of God. For example, the Commandment ‘do
not kill.’
Salvation may encourage Christian exclusivists to evangelise. Today, this means that some
Christians may go and teach/spread the Gospels to others. This is because they may believe that
it is only through faith in Jesus they can be saved from the consequences of sin.

Salvation: Teachings
One teaching about salvation is it is given through God’s Grace. This is supported by the Bible,
which

states

‘you have been saved through faith…. it is

the gift of God.’

This means that for some Christians salvation is something freely given, not something which is
earned/deserved.
Another teaching about salvation is it is achieved through following the law of God. This is
supported by the Bible, which states ‘a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.’ This means
for some Christians salvation is something earned as by having faith in God/Jesus, one will also
perform good actions e.g. following the Decalogue.

How Can Christian Beliefs about Salvation be Challenged?
The logic of Atheist, Dawkins, can be used to challenge the Christian notion of salvation. As the
primary source of teaching regarding salvation is the Bible, Dawkins would reject this as a
legitimate authority and therefore dismiss the claims made within it. Dawkins rejects scripture.
He suggests that scripture is based on ill-founded logic and its content cannot be trusted as
evidence.
Sometimes the moral commands given by God may be deemed immoral or incompatible with the
C21st. For Biblical Literalists this is problematic, for example, laws given by God seem to condone
slavery, homophobia, sexism, racism etc. How does a Christian select which laws to follow? How
does a Christian response to issues arising from contemporary medical ethics, whilst trying to
achieve eternity with God? Which laws do they follow/not follow?
Does the notion achieving salvation through Grace (sola fide) make sense? Why would a
omnibenevolent God reward those who faith, but do not show love and compassion towards one
another? Is it possible to have faith, without doing Works too?

The Role of Christ in Salvation, Including the Idea of Atonement
Atonement: Literally ‘at-one-ment’, it refers to the reconciliation between God and humanity
that was sealed by the sacrificial death of Jesus.

Understanding Atonement
Many Christians believe that through Jesus’ death, the relationship between God and humanity,
broken through the act of Original Sin, has been repaired. Jesus’ resurrection, shows that God

accepted Jesus’ sacrifice. This act ensures that humans can receive forgiveness for their sins,
are able to get close to God and receive eternal life with Him in heaven.

Atonement: Influences
Atonement encourages Christians to celebrate an event in the liturgical calendar. Today, this
means that during the Christian festival of Easter (Easter Sunday/Easter Day), Christians will
come together to celebrate the final events of Jesus’ life and remember His sacrifice.
Atonement encourages Christians to follow Jesus. Today, this means the teachings of Jesus
have authority for Christians due to Jesus’ role in the atoning of sins, therefore Christians will
have faith in Him and accept and put into practice His teachings in their daily lives.

Atonement: Teachings
One teaching about atonement is it allows Christians eternal life with God. This is supported
by the Bible, which states ‘God

so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life..’ This means that through Jesus’ sacrifice and
a Christian’s continued faith in Him, upon death they will be granted eternal life with God.
One teaching about atonement is that it is possible because of Jesus. This is supported by the
Bible,

which

states

‘if anybody does sin, we have an advocate Jesus Christ.’

This means that Jesus is seen has a figure of faith in Christianity, as it is only through Him
humanity’s and God’s relationship is restored.

How Can Christian Beliefs about Atonement be Challenged?
The logic of Atheist, Dawkins, can be used to challenge
the Christian notion of atonement. As the primary source
of teaching regarding atonement is the Bible, Dawkins
would reject this as a legitimate authority and therefore
dismiss the claims made within it. Dawkins rejects
scripture. He suggests that scripture is based on illfounded logic and its content cannot be trusted as
evidence.
Moreover, he objects to the role of Jesus. He suggests
that it is a ‘deeply unpleasant idea’ that God tortured His
Son to forgive humanity’s sins. Why, if God is
omnibenevolent, just not forgive them?
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Worship and Festivals
Worship
o Liturgical Worship its Practices and Importance
o

Non- Liturgical Worship its Practices & Importance

o

Private Worship its Practices and Importance

o

The Bible and its Role and Importance

Prayer
o The Lord’s Prayer and its Importance
o

Set Prayer and its Importance

o

Informal Prayer and its Importance

The Sacraments
o The Meaning of the Sacraments
o

The Sacrament of Baptism, both Infant and
Believers’

o

The Different Beliefs about Infant Baptism

o

The Importance of Baptism

o

The Sacrament of the Eucharist and the
Contrasting Ways it is Celebrated in Christianity

o

The Different Meanings of the Eucharist

o

The Importance of the Eucharist

Pilgrimage
o The Role and Importance of Pilgrimage
o

The Practices and Importance of the Lourdes
Pilgrimage

o

The Practices and Importance of the Iona
Pilgrimage

Celebrations
o The Role and Importance of Celebrations
o

Contrasting Practices and Importance of Easter in
Great Britain

o

Contrasting Practices and Importance of
Christmas in Great Britain
The Role of the Church in the Local and Worldwide Community

The Role of the Church in the Local Community
o Food Banks
o

Street Pastors

Church Growth
o The Place of Mission
o

The Place of Evangelism

o

Explaining Church Growth

The Importance of the Worldwide Church
o The Church Working for Reconciliation
o

Different Church Responses to Persecution

o

The Work of a Christian Organisation
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Topic 1: Worship and Festivals
Different Forms of Worship and their Significance
Worship: Offering to God the praise that he is due.
Liturgical Worship: A church service which follows a set structure or ritual.
Non-Liturgical Worship: A service which does not follow a set text or ritual. This type of
worship is sometimes spontaneous or charismatic in nature.
Informal Worship: Worship which has no set structure It is usually spontaneous and
sometimes charismatic in nature.
Private Worship: A believer giving God praise and worship on his or her own.
The Bible: Sacred book for Christians containing both the Old and New Testaments.

Contrasting Ways Christians May Worship
One way Christians may worship is liturgically. This means that their worship will follow a set
structure and pattern. For example, a Roman Catholic Mass will always offer Catholics the
opportunity to receive the Eucharist.
In contrast, other Christians may worship non-liturgically. This means that their worship will
follow no set pattern/structure; its content and length will vary. For example, a Quaker meeting
will mostly be silent until a Friend is inspired to give vocal ministry i.e. speak.

Features of Different Worship

Liturgical Worship

Non-Liturgical Worship

Informal

Private

It follows the same

There is no set order or

It has similar

Allows an individual

pattern each time. This
order is worldwide.

ritual.

characteristics to
other forms of
worship but it is very

connection with God.

free flowing.
A priest leads the
congregation in formal
prayer.

The theme of the
worship sets the order.
The theme may be a
response to a community

Many worshippers are
inspired by the Holy
Spirit, this causes
them to speak in

It can be liturgical or
non-liturgical. For
example, Catholics
saying the Rosary or a

or world event.

tongues. Often

Christian reading a Bible

intelligible but
thought to be

passage.

expressions of
devotion to God.
There are set responses
to actions/words.

The Holy Spirit is
often thought to be
present.

Often involves the use
of aids to worship,
including. Rosary beads,
candles, icons, the Bible.

The priest will perform
symbolic actions which
have specific meanings.

Allows lay members to
take an active part in
worship e.g. praying

Often found in
Evangelical Churches.
These have become

aloud or speaking.

very popular in the
UK.

The Catechism of the
Catholic Church 2180:

The Book of Acts:
They were all filled

Gospel of Matthew: But
when you pray, go to

"On Sundays and other

with the Holy Spirit

your room, close the

holy days of obligation
the faithful are bound
to participate in the
Mass."

and began to talk in
other languages, as
the Spirit enabled
them to speak.

door, and pray to your
Father, who is unseen.
And your Father, who
sees what you do in
private, will reward you.

The Use of the Bible in Worship

The Bible can be as the basis
for public worship e.g. during a
Roman Catholic Mass the priest

The Bible can be used to learn

may base his sermon on a

about Christianity.

Biblical passage.

The Bible can be used during

The Bible can be used as the
basis for hymns e.g. Psalm 23 is
often sung to the tune of
‘Amazing Grace.’

private worship as a source of
advice/guidance.
The Bible and its stories can be
used as decoration for
Churches e.g. stain glass
windows/art.

The Bible can be used by a
Christian during private worship
to overcome adversity e.g. the
stories of Job/Jesus.

The Importance of Worship for Christians
One importance of worship is that public worship brings the Christian community together. This
is supported by the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states ‘the

faithful are bound to

participate in the Mass.’ This means that Catholics will attend church, to worship and participate in
the sacraments together, a united community.
One importance of worship is it allows Christians to formulate/strengthen a relationship with
God. This is supported by the Bible, which states ‘And

your Father, who sees what you do.’

This

means whilst worshipping many Christians believe God is with them, listening to their
needs/worries, if they feel God responses to them, it may demonstrate His
omnipotence/benevolence highlighting His nature, allowing Christians a greater, more personal
relationship.

Prayer and its Significant
Prayer: Communicating with God through words of praise, thanksgiving or confession, or
requests for his help or guidance. Listening to and speaking to God.
Set Prayer: These are prayers written throughout the centuries by Christian holy men and
women, which many Christians use. The Lord’s Prayer is an example of a set prayer.
Informal Prayer: This takes the form of extempore prayer, consisting of spontaneous prayers
spoken from the heart as opposed to the use of set prayers.
Lord’s Prayer: The prayer taught to the disciples by Jesus; also known as the 'Our Father'.

Contrasting Ways Christians May Pray
One way Christians pray is through the use of set prayer. These are prayers which have been
passed down and common among Christians. For example, the Lord’s Prayer.
In contrast, other Christians may use informal prayer. These are prayers which are
spontaneous/come from the heart; these allow Christians to reflect/pray for their immediate
needs. For example, an Arrow Prayer: Lord, Help Me!

The Importance of Prayer for Christians
One importance of prayer is it allows Christians to formulate/strengthen a relationship with
God. This is supported by the Bible, which states, ‘And

your Father, who sees what you do.’

This

means whilst praying many Christians believe God is with them, listening to their needs/worries.
If they feel God responses to their prayer, it may demonstrate His omnipotence/benevolence
highlighting to Christians His nature, allowing them a greater, more personal relationship.
One importance of prayer, especially confessional prayer, is it affords Christians an opportunity
to focus on what they have done wrong e.g. sins, and ask God for forgiveness. This is
supported by the Bible, which states, ‘you will never succeed in life if you try to hide your sins. Confess

them and give them up.’

This means that through prayer Christians can ensure their sins are

absolved and thus entry into heaven is more attainable.

The Importance of the Lord’s Prayer for Christians
One importance of the Lord’s Prayer is it is a means by which Christians can follow the
teachings/example of Jesus. This is supported by the Bible, which states, ‘then, this

is how you

should pray.’ This means Christians can use the same prayer taught by Jesus to his disciples and
thus allow Christians today to follow His commandment.
One importance of the Lord’s Prayer is it brings Christians together. This is because the majority
of Christians know and use the prayer during their worship, thus it can be a form of unity and
offer a sense of spiritual purpose. Rowan Williams describes the Lord’s Prayer as a ‘summary the
Christian faith.’

POINTS TO CONSIDER





Is it better to worship liturgically or non-liturgically?
Is it better to worship publicly or privately?
Which prayer is better set or informal?
Do Christians need the Bible to worship?

Sacraments
Sacraments: The outward and visible sign of an invisible and spiritual grace. Baptism and the
Eucharist are recognised as sacraments by most Christians.
Baptism: The sacrament through which people become members of the Church. Baptism
involves the use of water as a symbol of the washing away of sin. It is a rite of initiation.
Believers Baptism: Initiation into the Church, by immersion in water, of people old enough to
understand the ceremony/rite and willing to live a Christian life. Some denominations prefer
this to infant baptism. This form of baptism contains many similarities to the baptism of
Jesus.
Infant Baptism: Initiation of babies and young children into the Church, where promises are
taken on their behalf by adults. The infant is freed from sin and introduced to the saving
love of God and the support of the Christian community.
Eucharist: Literally 'thanksgiving'. Another name for Holy Communion and a service in which
the sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus are celebrated, using bread and wine. Thanks
are given to God for his creation of the world, for the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
and for the bread and wine which many Christians refer to as Jesus' Body and Blood.
Holy Communion: Another name for the Eucharist in which the sacrificial death and
resurrection of Jesus are celebrated using bread and wine.

The Role and Meaning of Sacraments
For Catholics and Orthodox Christians there are seven sacraments. They believe these were
initiated by Jesus: baptism, confirmation, Holy Communion, marriage, Holy Orders, reconciliation
and the anointing of the sick. These allow Christians to mark and celebrate key moments in their
spiritual journey. They may also offer a meaning and purpose to life e.g. taking on Holy Orders.
For the Protestant Church of England, Article 25 of the 39 Articles of Faith acknowledged only
two sacraments: Baptism and the Eucharist. This is because they follow the example of Jesus in
the Bible.
Other Christians, e.g. the Quakers and Salvation Army reject all sacraments as they believe
there is little reference to them in the Bible and Jesus did not intend for his words and actions
to become rituals of Christians. Rather they believe that God speaks directly to them, symbols
and rituals are a distraction from God.

Baptism
Contrasting Forms of Baptism
One form of baptism is infant baptism. This means a child’s parent(s) decide to
baptise their child at a young age. This is because they believe that through
baptism they are saved from the effect of Original Sin. Many Roman Catholic
families practice infant baptism.
In contrast, another form of baptism is Believer’s baptism. This means that an
individual who is old enough, freely decides to commit themselves to the Christian faith/Jesus.
This is because they believe an individual should be old enough to make the choice for themselves.
Many Pentecostals and Baptists practice Believers baptism.

Different Beliefs about Infant Baptism
Some Christians practice infant baptism for the following reason:


It removes original sin, by becoming a member of the Christian Church the child is saved
and accepted into heaven by God. The C.C.C states: “through Baptism we are freed from
sin and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ.”



It allows children to be welcomed into the Church.



It is means of thanksgiving by parents who wish to thank God for the delivery of their
child. It allows a family to come together to celebrate and acknowledge the gift of their
child and remember their responsibility to bring the child up and in full understanding of
the Christian faith.



Some suggest it is a practice found in the Bible, a source of wisdom and authority in
Christianity; in the Book of Acts it states: “together with all his family; and many other
people… believed, and were baptized.”

Other Christians and non-Christians reject the practice of infant baptism for the following
reason:


Baptist Christians believe they are following the example of Jesus, found in the Bible,
where He, as an adult, was baptised by John in the River Jordan.



Pentecostal Christians believe that individuals should make a choice to follow Jesus. Young
children are not able to do this, because they cannot recognise/understand the
commitment they are making.



Some Christians believe a Believers baptism is a stronger public declaration of faith. This
is because they are choosing to show commitment to Jesus’ teaching – they suggest
through the practice a covenant is being made.



Quakers reject both Infant and Believers Baptism, suggesting: “for Quakers, sacraments
are understood as an inward, spiritual, experience. We don’t have a custom of performing
sacramental ceremonies.”



Atheist, Dawkins also rejects Infant Baptism.

The Importance of Infant Baptism for Christians
One importance of infant baptism is it removes the stain of original sin. This is supported by
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states, ‘through

reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ.’

Baptism we are freed from sin and

This means that Catholic Christians believe

the child will be saved and accepted into heaven by God.
One importance of infant baptism is it welcomes/initiates children into the Christian Church.
This is supported by the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states, ‘we become members of

Christ, are incorporated into the Church.’

This means that through baptism, Christians begin their

journey into the Christian faith and are promised support and guidance through this journey by
parents, godparents and the church congregation.

The Importance of Believers Baptism for Christians
One importance of believers’ baptism is it fulfils a commandment of Jesus. This is supported
by the Bible, which states, ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’

This means that Christians are showing their

commitment to following Jesus and ensuring they live a blessed life under the guidance and love
from the Father, Son and Holy Spirt.
One importance of believers’ baptism is it allows for a declaration of faith. This means that a
Christian publicly, openly and knowing accepts the message and teachings of Jesus and agrees to
live their live in fulfilment of His commandments.

The Eucharist (Holy Communion)
Contrasting Ways of Celebrating the Eucharist
Some Churches (e.g. the Catholic Church) celebrate the Eucharist publicly. They will bring the
bread and wine to the altar, prepare and consecrate and as a congregation say the Eucharist Prayer.
In contrast, other Churches (e.g. the Orthodox Church) will prepare the Eucharist privately. They
will prepare the bread and wine behind a wall (iconostasis) in the sanctuary; they will then bring
them to the altar to share with the congregation.

Different Interpretations of the Meaning of the Eucharist
One interpretation of the Eucharist is the belief that the bread and wine become the
actual body and blood of Jesus Christ; this is called transubstantiation and is an
interpretation accepted by many Catholic Christians. They believe that the body and
blood of Jesus is inside them and thus the Eucharist allows them to experience Christ.
In contrast, another interpretation of the Eucharist is the belief that the bread and
wine remain as bread and wine, but Jesus becomes present spiritually within them;
this is called consubstantiation and is an interpretation accepted by many Protestant
Christians. Jesus becomes personally present – i.e. present in thought.

The Importance of the Eucharist for Christians
One importance of the Eucharist is it fulfils a commandment of Jesus. This is supported by the
Bible, which states, ‘This

is my body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.’

This means

that Christians are showing their commitment to following Jesus and ensuring they remember His
life, death and resurrection and thus His ultimate act of sacrifice to atone for the sins of
humanity.
One importance of the Eucharist is it allows the Christian community to come together. This
is supported by the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states,

days of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass.’

‘on Sundays and other holy

This means that when Christians

attend Mass and partake in the Eucharist they joining together as a community.

Challenging the Sacrament of the Eucharist
Some Christian denominations choose not to celebrate the sacrament of the Eucharist; these
include the Salvation Army and the Quakers. Reasons include:


Believing the sacraments are not needed to receive God’s Grace – this is the unconditional
and generous love that God shows to people who do not deserve it.



They believe the ceremonies which celebrate the Eucharist are too ornate/lavish/too
detailed. Jesus and the disciples would have used their fingers and drunk from rough
pottery – why today to Churches use gold and silver plats/cups. Surely there are other
things to focus on?



Communion with God comes from the heart, not through a sacramental act.

Non-Christians also challenge the sacrament of the Eucharist; Atheist Dawkins suggests that the
Catholic belief of transubstantiation is ridiculous, he describes as nothing more than a ‘magic
trick.’

Pilgrimage
Pilgrimage: A journey by a Christian to a holy site, e.g. Lourdes, Iona. Pilgrimage
is itself an act of worship and devotion.
Lourdes: A town in France, where the Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette in a series
of visions, and now a place of pilgrimage, where it is claimed that miraculous healings
have taken place.
Iona: An island of the west coast of Scotland founded by Columba in the 4th century.
It is used by Christians today as a centre for pilgrimage and religious retreat.

Pilgrimage may offer the
opportunity for a faith

The Role of Pilgrimage

community to become united, as
theists will meet others who

Pilgrimage may afford the
opportunity to grow closer to
God; thus as a result it may

share their faith on their
journey,

strengthen
faith.
The
Role ofa theist’s
Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage may offer the
opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of faith. For
example, by visiting sites of
religious significance.

Pilgrimage may allow a theist to
undergo a religious experience
e.g. a vision of God/saint and or
experience a healing miracle at

Pilgrimage may allow a theist to
put their faith into action. For
example, those Christians who
undertake the Lourdes
pilgrimage are following the
commandment of Jesus to ‘love
thy neighbor’.

Lourdes.

Contrasting Examples of Pilgrimage: Lourdes and Iona
Lourdes

Iona

Lourdes is a busy town in France, which attracts a In contrast, Iona is a small island off the west
large number of crowds.
coast of Scotland, it attracts small numbers of
pilgrims.
A principle reason many pilgrims visit Lourdes is
the hope of experiencing a healing miracle. It is
believed the waters of Lourdes have healing
qualities; to date there have been over 70
recognised miracles.

In contrast, pilgrims visit Iona principally for
quiet, individual reflection. Whilst on the island
they may engage in private Bible study/prayer.
Additionally, they may join small discussions on
how to overcome social issues.

Pilgrims visit Lourdes to visit sites where
individuals have undergone religious experiences
e.g. Bernadette had a vision of Mary; many people
have experienced a miracle in the waters of the
grotto. Additionally they may attend mass, take
part
in
processions
and
buy
religious
souvenirs/aids to worship.

In contrast, pilgrims visit Iona to experience
the ‘thin place’ on Earth; where the veil
between the spiritual world and physical world
is thin. Many pilgrims feel due its harsh
weather conditions the island reveals God’s
power and presence.

The Importance of Pilgrimage
One importance of pilgrimage is it expresses the Christian faith. This is supported by Pope
Francis, who states,

‘pilgrimage is a way of believers expressing their faith in God.’

This means that

by undergoing a pilgrimage Christians are showing their faith/dedication in God; for example,
they are expressing the commandment ‘love thy neighbour’ when helping the sick and disabled on
the Lourdes pilgrimage.
One importance of pilgrimage is it brings the Christian community together. This means that
whilst undergoing a pilgrimage e.g. Lourdes, Christians can unit as a group, sharing and learning
about their faith.

Challenging Pilgrimage


Spiritual development can be gained through regular church attendance, Bible reading
and/or individual prayer; there is no need to participate in a pilgrimage journey.



It is often very expensive. This money could be used for better purposes e.g. helping the
poor.



You can read and study great Christian figures at home, there is no need to visit a site.



Within Christianity there is no clear Biblical commandment to perform pilgrimage
(although there are examples of pilgrimage-like journeys in the Old Testament e.g.
Abraham leaves his home in search of a new Promised Land, under the guidance of God).
This is contrast to traditions such as Islam who’s Holy Book, the Qur’an, commands
Muslims to go on pilgrimage: ‘And proclaim that the people shall observe Hajj pilgrimage’.
Moreover, the Buddha also encourages Buddhists to go on pilgrimage: "Bhikkhus, after my
passing away, all sons and daughters who are of good family and are faithful should as long
as they live, go to the four holy places and remember: Here at Lumbini, the enlightened
one was born; here at Bodh Gaya he attained enlightenment, here at Sarnath he turned
the wheel of Dharma; and there at Kusinara he entered Parinirvana.



Atheist Dawkins suggests the recorded ‘miracles’ which have taken place at Lourdes are
merely placebos, statistically there is no evidence at all for their occurrence. He suggests
it is remarkable that nobody has ever grown a severed leg; the cures are always things
that might have got better on their own.

Celebrations (Festivals)
Christmas: The Feast Day commemorating the birth of Jesus (25 December in most
Churches).
Easter: The religious season celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It starts
on Easter Day and finishes with the feast of Pentecost.

The Role of Celebrations (Festivals)
Celebrations allow theists to
remember key events in the life
of religious founders/prophets. In
Christianity, Christmas allows for
Christians to remember the
Incarnation.
Celebrations allow theists to come
together as a faith community. For
example, Catholics are taught to
attend church on Holy Days e.g.
Easter. Here they will find others
engaging in celebrations.

Celebrations bring hope and
comfort to those who are
celebrating. For example, at
Easter, Christians remember the
Resurrection of Jesus; this they
hope will happen to them too.
Celebrations allow theists to
engage in specific acts of worship.
For example, early in the season
of Easter, Christians may
participate in Ash Wednesday
celebrations. This means they will
receive a sign of the cross, from
ashes on their forehead.

The Celebration of Christmas
Unique to Roman Catholicism
(Western)

Unique to Orthodox (Eastern)

Celebrations by Both Catholics
and Orthodox

Celebrated on the 25th
December.

Celebrated on the 7th January.

Both Churches celebrate
Christmas to commemorate the
Birth/Incarnation of Jesus.

Traditionally attend three
services, midnight on Christmas
Eve, the second at dawn on
Christmas morning, third during
Christmas Day

Attend one service which begins
on Christmas Eve and lasts
through to Christmas Day

Attend Church to celebrate
Advent/Christmas.

Have the colour purple as the
liturgical colour – this is used for
church hangings and clergy
vestments.

Have the colour red as the
liturgical colour – this is used for
church hangings and clergy
vestments.
Depending on the local of the
Orthodox community, Christmas
celebrations will involve visiting
and blessing water.

Both Churches use the Advent
and Christmas season as an
opportunity to renew
relationships with friends and
family, giving time to seeing one
another.

The Importance of Christmas for Christians in Great Britain Today
One importance of Christmas is it allows the Christian community to come together. This is
supported by the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states, ‘On Sundays and other holy days

of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass.’

This means that one way Christians

celebrate Christmas is through attending Mass, this is held at a church, where Christians can
worship/celebrate with others who share in their faith.
One importance of Christmas is it allows Christians to remember the birth/incarnation of
Jesus. This is supported by the Bible, which states, ‘She will bear a son, and name him Jesus.’ This
means that during Christmas Christians can reflect on His miraculous birth and how this was the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry resulting in the salvation of humanity.
Other reasons Christmas is important are: it brings families and friends (Christian/non-Christian)
together; allows for seasonal worship practices e.g. carols/advent wreaths and the giving and
receiving of gifts.

The Celebration of Easter
Unique to Roman Catholicism
(Western)

Unique to Orthodox (Eastern)

Celebrations by Both Catholics
and Orthodox

Celebrate Easter based on the Celebrate Easter based on the Both Churches celebrate Easter
date calculated by the Gregorian date calculated by the Julian to commemorate the Death and
calendar.
calendar.
Resurrection of Jesus.

Unique to Roman Catholicism
(Western)

Unique to Orthodox (Eastern)

Celebrations by Both Catholics
and Orthodox

The season of Lent begins on Ash The season of Lent begins on Both Churches celebrate a period
Wednesday. Catholics receive Clean Monday. This is a week of Lent.
Ashes in the form of cross on marked by strict fasting.
their forehead.
During the Easter Service
(Paschal Vigil) hard-boiled eggs,
which have been dyed red are
cracked open.

The Importance of Easter for Christians in Great Britain Today
One importance of Easter is it allows the Christian community to come together. This is
supported by the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states, ‘On Sundays and other holy days

of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass.’

This means that one way Christians

celebrate Easter is through attending Mass, this is held at a church, where Christians can
worship/celebrate with others who share in their faith.
One importance of Christmas is it allows Christians to remember the death and resurrection
of Jesus. This is supported by the Nicene Creed, which state,

third day rose again.’

‘He was put to death… but on the

This means that during Easter Christians can reflect on Jesus’ death and

how this ultimate act resulted in the salvation of humanity.
Other reasons Easter is important are: it brings families and friends (Christian/non-Christian)
together; allows for seasonal worship practices e.g. Ash Wednesday celebrations; allows for
repentance and sacrifice, often during Lent Christians will go without something and eat chocolate
eggs.

Challenging Celebrations: Are Christian Celebrations Important in Great
Britain Today?


With increasing secularisation, celebrations such as
Christmas and Easter are only important to a small minority
of the population; the 2011 census revealed that only 59% of
the population identify as Christian.



With an increasingly secular worldview, the ‘true’ meaning of
the celebrations are being lost/eroded. Celebrations are
increasingly becoming more about time off work and spending
time with friends/family, rather than remembering and
celebrating key events in the life of Jesus. However, CofE
(2016) research has indicated that Christmas is the celebration whereby they see the
greatest numbers of churchgoers. Is GB becoming ‘culturally Christian’?



Some Christian denominations e.g. the Quakers, do not partake in these celebrations as
they prefer to embody the spirt of them all year round.

POINTS TO CONSIDER
Which celebration is more important to Christians; Christmas or Easter?

Why? Ensure you can support your ideas!

Topic 2: The Role of the Church in the Local and Worldwide
Community
The Role of the Church in the Local Community
Place of Worship

Space for Rent e.g.

A Meeting Place e.g. Coffee

Church Hall

Mornings

Food Banks
Offer a Quiet Place of
Reflection

Charity Awareness

Offering Support & Guidance
e.g. debt.

Homelessness Service
Youth Work

Street Pastors
Street
Pastors:
A
Christian
organisation consisting of people who
work mainly at night on city streets,
caring for those who need help.

Reasons Why Street Pastors Perform Their Work in the Local Community
One reason is they are following the commandment/teaching/example of Jesus. This is
supported by the Bible, which states,

‘let’s not love with words or thoughts but with actions.’ This

means that those Christians who volunteer are putting their faith into action supporting the
practical needs of vulnerable people. For example ensuring those engaging in the nigh-time
economy remain safe, especially when intoxicated.
One reason is they are showing love and compassion for everybody. This is supported by the
Bible, which states,

‘love one another as I have loved you.’

This means they may engage in

conversation with those others may not, for example, those intoxicated, young people, the
homeless.

Food Banks

Street Pastors: This relates to Christian charities collecting donated food to distribute to
the poor in Britain.

Reasons Why Food Banks Perform Their Work in the Local Community
One reason is they are following the commandment/teaching/example of Jesus. This is
supported by the Bible, which states,

‘let’s not love with words or thoughts but with actions.’ This

means that those Christians support the work of Food Banks are putting their faith into action
supporting the needs of vulnerable people. For example by donating food, giving their time to
offer advice.
One reason is they are showing love and compassion for everybody. This is supported by the
Bible, which states, ‘love one another as I have loved you.’ This means they may engage in the support
of those who others may not. For example, those on benefits who are deemed by some people to
be lower class and/or lazy, yet these Christians give their goods/time to support them, showing
love and compassion for their/their families welfare.

POINTS TO CONSIDER
Is it the role of the Church to be supporting those in need? Should the
government being more to help? Should the Church be doing more to help?

Church Growth
General Overview of Christianity (Non-Examined)
It is very difficult to calculate the exact number of Christians in the world, in 2011 the Pew
Research centre conducted research and estimated there were 2.1 billion Christians in the world.
This is thought to be a 1/3 of the world’s population.
Christianity is a global religion, it is practiced in almost every country around the world. 63% of
the world’s Christian population can be found in Europe and USA. However, Christianity is seeing
a rapid growth in sub-Saharan Africa (24%), and about one-in-eight is found in Asia and the
Pacific (13%). Over half the Christian population of the world is Catholic (51%), Protestants make
up 37% and Orthodox, 12%. Smaller denominations are thought to account for 1.3% of the
Christian population.

Christianity in the UK

In the 2011 census, 59% (33.2 million) of the English & Welsh population
identified themselves as Christian. Between 2001 and 2011 there has
been a decrease in people who identify as Christian (from 71.7 per cent to
59.3 per cent).

Despite the figures from the census, it is still possible to say that Christianity is growing both in
the UK and globally.

Reasons Why There is Church Growth
One

reason

the

church

is

growing

is

because

Christians

are

following

the

teachings/commandments of Jesus. This supported by the Bible, which states, ‘Go therefore and

make disciples of all nations.’ This means that some Christians are evangelising in their communities,
encouraging people to turn to Christianity/the Church because of its teachings and promise of
salvation.
One reason the church is growing is because of changing practices and beliefs. This is supported
by the Aug Irukwu (Redeemed Christian Church of God), who states ‘if the Church doesn’t change

it will be irrelevant.’ This Church has seen its member increase dramatically (especially between
among young people) due its informal services, use of contemporary music, contemporary sermon
topics and use of online prayer groups.

POINTS TO CONSIDER
Think about how this could be challenged? This is only one group/
denomination. How/why might the Church be declining?

Evangelism
Evangelism: Preaching the gospel (the good news about God) to convert people to the Christian
faith.

Reasons Why Christians May Evangelise
One

reason

Christians

may

evangelise

is

because

they

are

following

the

teachings/commandments of Jesus. This supported by the Bible, which states, ‘Go therefore and

make disciples of all nations.’ This means that some Christians are evangelising in their communities,
encouraging people to turn to Christianity/the Church because of its teachings and promise of
salvation.
One reason Christians may evangelise is because they adopt an exclusivist position. This
supported by the Bible, which states,

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; life. No one comes to the

Father except through me.’ This means that some Christians are evangelising because they believe
that the only way to achieve salvation is through following Christian doctrine and practice.

Mission
Mission: Literally ‘sent out’. It refers to the duty of Christians to spread the gospel (the
good news about Jesus).

Reasons Why Christians May Undertake Mission Activities
One reason Christians may undertake mission activities is because they are following the
teachings/commandments of Jesus. This supported by the Bible, which states, ‘Go therefore and

make disciples of all nations.’ This means that some Christians, for example, the Church Missionary
Society, are converting people to Christianity as they believe that it is only through following
Christian doctrine and practice can you achieve salvation.
One reason Christians may undertake mission activities is because they want to help the poor
and disadvantaged. This is supported by the Bible, which in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats

teaches Christians to help those who are hungry, thirsty, oppressed and sick.

This means that

Christians, for example, the Children’s Society, have campaigned for the welfare of children in
England.

N.B. Whereas evangelism has the specific purpose of converting people to
Christianity, mission, encompasses the whole message of Christianity.
Although missionaries would like individuals to be Christian, they will also
help those in need without the need for conversion. The CofE suggests
mission is about the transformation of individuals, communities and the
world. Mission and evangelism often go hand-in-hand.
POINTS TO CONSIDER
Is mission the most important duty of a Christian? Whilst many
Churches encourage the act, the Quakers believes God speaks directly
to the hearts of individuals; does evangelism and mission interfere with
this?
Persecution – The Worldwide Church
Persecution: Throughout the centuries and still in some parts of the world, Christians face
punishment and even death for adherence to their faith.

Contrasting Ways Christian Churches Respond to Persecution
One way to respond to persecution is to read the Bible. This means that Christians find hope,
comfort and guidance in reading the word of God; this will be especially helpful if the persecuted
read stories about those persecuted before them e.g. St Stephen.
Biblical Support: ‘Your word is a lamp… a light on my path.’
In contrast, other Christians may take a more active approach and protest against the unfair
treatment of Christians. This means they will campaign and raise awareness of the plight of
Christians around the world; for example, the Open Doors charity.
Biblical Support: ‘Open your mouth….defend the rights of the poor and needy.’

Reconciliation
Reconciliation: The process of restoring harmony after relationships between people has
broken down; also a sacrament in the Roman Catholic and some Anglican Churches.

Ways of Working for Reconciliation




Discussion.
Forgiving another for their wrong doing.
Offering support in times of difficulty.



Prayer.

Reasons Why Christians Work for Reconciliation
One reason Christians work for reconciliation is because

they

are

following

teaching/commandments of Jesus. This is supported by the Bible, which states,

forgive those who trespass against us.’ Those Christians who work for

the

‘Lord’s Prayer:

Corrymeela put this faith

into action by encouraging groups/individuals who are in conflict with one another to forgive each
other. For example encouraging unity in Ireland.
One reason Christians work for reconciliation is because it encourages peace in the world. This
is supported by Pope Francis, who says,

building peace.’ This

‘when victims over vengeance, they allow the process of

means that when people reconcile there is less conflict in the world. For

example, troubles in Colombia.

A Worldwide Christian Relief Organisation: The Work of Christian Aid
Christian Aid: A Christian charity that provides emergency and long-term aid to the
developing world.

The Way in Which Christian Aid is Carrying
Out its Work/Mission

Why Christian Aid is Doing This

Campaigns to try to change unfair trade practices Christian Aid are following Jesus’ Greatest
which exist around the world.
Commandment ‘Love your neighbour as you love

yourself.’
Runs sustainable development programmes to try to
help those in poverty escape it e.g. they help
communities overcome problems with agriculture,
health and climate change.

Christian Aid putting the ideal of stewardship
into practice. This means that as humans we are
responsible for the care of the Earth, ensuring
we use its resources sustainably and fairly. In

‘Then the Lord God placed the
man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it.’
Genesis it teaches,

Response to disasters and emergencies around the Christian Aid are following the teaching of Jesus
world. They help by raising money, sending in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats: ‘I was
emergency short-term aid and working with hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a
governments and local communities on long-term drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your
solutions.

homes, naked and you clothed me.’

Works with communities who are suffering the Christian Aid are following the teaching of Jesus
effects of illness/disease e.g. malnutrition, HIV, in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats: ‘I was sick
malaria, water-borne diseases.
and you took care of me.’
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Because
This means that
Furthermore
In addition
This shows/highlights
Supporting that idea
For example
‘X’ proposes
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Moreover
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Nevertheless
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In support
Similarly
Likewise
That is a strong
argument
In agreement with
For example
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Also
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Others may agree
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In contrast
Contrastingly
Opposing
Challenging
That is a weak argument
However
Yet
A weakness with
A criticism of
An issue arising
Others may disagree
‘X’ is ultimately unsuccessful
‘X’ conclusions are unreliable
Contrary to ‘X’
Despite this
This argument is flawed
Yet the assertion is invalid because
This can be challenged

