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Our flourishing Sixth Form allows us to offer an extensive range of 
courses with a wide range of extra-curricular activities, yet we are 
small enough to ensure that all our students are known and valued as 
individuals. We are an inclusive Sixth Form and we welcome students 
of all abilities, from our own year 11 and from other schools. We ask 
that you meet our entry requirements and that you commit to the ethos 
of the Sixth Form.

GCS Sixth Form was in the top 10% of schools nationally for A level 
results in 2018. Our 2018 A Level results were excellent, with 39% of 
grades were at A*/A, 68% were at A*/B and 87% were at A*– C.

Our Sixth Form students are actively involved in the whole life of the 
school, through leadership roles, the House system and organising 
major charity and extra-curricular events. 

These experiences will provide you with a wealth of opportunities, 
enhance your CV and increase your chances of obtaining a place  
at University, in further education or employment.

Our Sixth Form block was newly refurbished and expanded in 2014 
and now features an enlarged and improved Common Room, a Private 
Study room and several Study Pods, as well as Sixth Form classrooms.

We look forward to welcoming you into our Sixth Form and demonstrating 
how we can provide the best opportunities for you to flourish, enjoy your 
learning and achieve personal and academic success.

Mrs Helen Nurton 

Assistant Headteacher and Director of Sixth Form

We are delighted that you are considering joining Guildford 
County Sixth Form in September 2019. We are confident 
that by choosing our Sixth Form you will have a rewarding, 
challenging and enjoyable experience.

Welcome 
 to Guildford county sixth form

Our vision is that all students should  
aspire to excellence and fulfil their 
individual potential.

During their time at Guildford County School students will:

• gain excellent academic qualifications 

• widen their skills and attributes

• challenge and achieve their personal ambitions

• develop as confident individuals and good citizens within the school 
and wider community

• find enjoyment and fulfilment

• make long-lasting friendships and fond memories

We expect students to work hard, to become actively involved in the life  
of the Sixth Form, and to make their own mark during their time here.

Vision 
and aims

“teachinG in the sixth form is outstandinG 
because teachers haVe hiGh expectations 
of What students can achieVe.”

 ofsted 2017
“ students experience a Wide ranGe 

of enrichment actiVities as Well as 
siGnificant opportunities to deVelop 
their leadership experience.” ofsted 2017
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We work hard to ensure that 
students are matched to courses 
relevant to their ambitions and 
related to their academic strengths 
and personal interests. 

All applicants are interviewed and we provide advice and guidance on 
the suitability of your subject choices. We offer over 30 advanced level 
courses. Full details of all courses offered are available on our website 
and in our Courses Booklet.

Our provision includes vocational subjects and we work in partnership 
with other local schools to share resources in minority subjects, 
so that you may have increased flexibility of subject choice while 
remaining predominantly at Guildford County.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is available for our 
traditional A-Level students. This is well-regarded by universities and 
employers, and encourages independent learning and research skills, 
as well as giving you up to 70 UCAS points and an A* grade.

A-Level Pathway

Most students follow this route, studying three subjects through to 
the end of Year 13. We are happy to discuss the possibility of some 
students taking four subjects.

To access this pathway, students require 5 grade 5s or above  
(or equivalent, including Maths and English) at GCSE and further 
subject-specific requirements as detailed in the Courses Booklet.

Foundation Pathway

The Foundation Pathway is designed for those students who do not 
yet have the minimum 5 grade 5s or above (or equivalent, including 
Maths and English) at GCSE to commence A-Levels. This Pathway 
has proved popular and many of the students taking this have 
been successful in acquiring the necessary skills, knowledge and 
understanding to begin a full A-Level programme.

GCSE English & Maths

Any student who enters the Sixth Form without grade 4 in either 
GCSE English or Maths will be able to re-take one or both of these 
subjects with a view to reaching this standard. These GCSE resit 
classes contain only Sixth Form students.

Progression to Year 13

Grade D at end of Year 12 Mock Exams is normally required to 
progress to Year 13 in a particular subject. However, students may be 
accepted with Grade E, if the relevant department is in agreement. 
The judgement of the school is final in all cases, and will reflect course 
commitment and progress throughout the academic year.

our

courses
At GCS we pride ourselves on 
having a strong pastoral system. 
Our tutors are dedicated, 
experienced and skilled in 
providing appropriate support  
for their tutees.

Tutors are responsible for the academic and pastoral welfare of their 
tutees, and take a real interest in their progress and development. 
A supportive and caring approach allows them to form trusting 
relationships as well as being able to offer advice and guidance,  
and to challenge under-achievement. Tutors are often the first point 
of contact for parents, and act as liaison between students and their 
subject teachers. 

Our tutorial programme is focused on developing a wide range of 
transferable skills and also provides careers information, advice 
about higher education choices and a specific Oxbridge preparation 
programme for our most able students.

Enrichment is a vital extra component in our Sixth Form curriculum. 
All students in Year 12 participate in the enrichment activities offered, 
which aim to provide students with a sense of pride and achievement 
outside academic studies; activities can include Classroom Assistant, 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards, Italian, Jamie Oliver Home Cooking Skills 
Programme, 1:1 Reading with Year 7 students – and more.

student support and 

enrichment

“ the curriculum has a rich mix of 
academic courses as Well as a 
foundation pathWay. the proportion 
of students Who make Good proGress 
from their startinG points has been 
Well aboVe the national aVeraGe for  
a number of years.” ofsted 2017



beyond 

Guildford county
sixth form

life
Sixth Formers take a lead in many school events 
at GCS to help bring the whole school community 
together. Their teamwork, organisational skills, 
enthusiasm and encouragement help to make these 
events very successful. Our Sixth Formers show great 
maturity in undertaking positions of responsibility and 
in their conduct as role models for younger students. 

We recognise that entering the Sixth Form is a step 
towards independence and we encourage this by 
affording our students a number of privileges not 
available to others in the School – some of these are 
immediate and some are earned as the transition from 
Year 11 to Year 12 is made. For example, students enjoy 
the privilege of being allowed off-site at lunchtimes and 
may take advantage of our town location by visiting local 
shops. We have our own Café in the Sixth Form block.

Sports fixtures are arranged against other schools and 
many of our students represent Guildford County School 
during their time in the Sixth Form.

We also offer a range of trips and visits. These include 
Biology field trips to Indonesia, art gallery and West End 
show visits, History trips to America, Geography trips 
to Iceland and expeditions to Uganda with Adventure 
Lifesigns, as well as ever-popular sixth form ski trips.

The progression of our Sixth Form students after their 
time at Guildford County is important to us. While 
students research university courses or alternatives 
themselves, so that the decisions they make are 
well-informed and their own, we provide an extensive 
programme of advice, support and guidance on 
researching universities, completing UCAS or job 
application forms and on mock interview techniques. 
Our Oxbridge preparation scheme is enhanced 
through our collaborative work with local private 
schools, where we achieve consistent success.

We also support the decision-making process for 
those students who wish to consider routes other 
than higher education, through careers fairs which 
present apprenticeships and a wide range of 
employment opportunities.

04 05

“ the teachinG of the 16 to 19 
study proGrammes is Very 
successful. students achieVe 
Very Well so that there are 
increasinG numbers moVinG 
on to attend top uniVersities, 
includinG oxford and 
cambridGe.” ofsted 2017
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sixth form adVanced leVel (a2) results 2018

Entries A* A B C D E A*– A A*– B A*– E

Subject Name Nos. % Nos. % Nos. % Nos.
Art and Design: Fine Art  3 1 2 0 0 33 1 100 3
Art and Design: Photography 5 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 100 5
Art and Design: Textile Design 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 100 2
Biology 11 2 1 2 4 2 27 3 45 5 100 11
Chemistry 9 3 5 1 89 8 100 9 100 9
Computing 6 2 3 1 33 2 83 5 100 6
Creative Writing 7 1 2 3 1 43 3 86 6 100 7
Drama & Theatre Studies 2 2 0 0 100 2 100 2
D & T: Product Design 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 100 3
Economics 8 4 1 2 1 50 4 63 5 100 8
English Language 18 6 5 6 33 6 61 11 94 17
English Literature 19 3 7 6 2 1 16 3 53 10 100 19
French 4 3 1 75 3 100 4 100 4
Geography 10 6 2 1 1 60 6 80 8 100 10
Government & Politics 18 1 2 12 2 1 1 17 3 78 14 100 18
History 40 3 11 13 7 4 2 35 14 65 26 100 40
Latin 1 1 0 0 100 1 100 1
Mathematics  33 12 10 6 3 2 67 22 85 28 100 33
Further Mathematics  10 5 4 1 90 9 100 10 100 10
Media Studies 4 1 2 1 25 1 75 3 100 4
Music 4 1 2 1 25 1 75 3 100 4
Music Technology 2 1 1 50 1 100 2 100 2
Physical Education  2 1 1 50 1 100 2 100 2
Physics 21 4 6 6 1 4 48 10 76 16 100 21
Psychology 22 1 2 7 9 3 14 3 45 10 100 22
Spanish 5 5 1 80 4 100 5 100 5
Religious Studies 4 2 2 0 0 50 2 100 4
Business BTEC 2 1 1 50 1 50 1 100 2
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 8 1 2 1 2 1 13 1 38 3 88 7

Data correct as of 10 September 2018 – does not include re-mark data results received after 10 September

Joe Lockhart 
A-Level subjects taken: 
Maths, Further Maths, Physics and Chemistry.

Reason for choosing Guildford County:
“I had enjoyed the previous five years at County and 
liked the teachers. I was able to study the subjects 
I wanted to and along with 95% of my friends had 
reached the conclusion that County was the place 
for me. Why would I leave the place where I was a 
part of Felgate’s football army, where I participated in 
everything from House Chess to House Winter Sports, 
and where I ultimately had a great time every day?”

Destination after Guildford County: 
Homerton College, Cambridge to read  
Natural Sciences.

student 

profiles

Alexia Priestley
A-Level subjects taken: 
English Language, Spanish and Psychology.

Reason for choosing Guildford County:
“I feel so grateful to have been to a school 
that feels like family. You constantly get the 
opportunity to build relationships with other pupils 
across the school and teachers, creating a great 
working environment. The staff at County go 
above and beyond for their students, I can’t  
thank them enough.”

Destination after Guildford County: 
Taking a gap year and in 2019 she is going  
to University of Manchester to do Linguistics  
and Spanish.
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Application forms can be downloaded from our website or are available 
on request from Ms Julie Phillips, Sixth Form Faculty Coordinator.

Entry Requirements:

• 5 subjects at GCSE – at least Grade 5 or equivalent;

• Meeting specific subject criteria, as set out in the Courses Booklet;

• A commitment to the ethos of the Sixth Form at GCS.

We hope this prospectus has given you a flavour of our Sixth Form,  
but we encourage you to visit and we look forward to welcoming you  
to our information evening on Thursday 29th November.

Further information can be obtained from:

Ms Julie Phillips

01483 447369

jphillips@guildfordcounty.co.uk

hoW to 

apply

Our results demonstrate a track record of individual 
achievement and academic excellence. These reflect the 
high standards of learning and teaching across the School 
and a culture of success, support and enjoyment.

Due to changing structure of A level courses, students no 
longer take AS level external exams.

AS Level

2015 2016 2017

%A – B 43 40 49

%A – E 93 92 96

A2 Level

2015 2016 2017 2018

%A*– A 27 30 31 39

%A*– B 55 60 56 68

%A*– E 99 99 100 99

recent  
academic  
performance

“ We haVe been really impressed With the sixth form. the school Worked really 
hard to accommodate our dauGhter’s options and We are deliGhted With 
both the standard of teachinG and all-round support offered.”

 parent

“ pupils report Very faVourably about 
the emotional and social support they 
receiVe, includinG hoW to manaGe the 
stress of examinations and deadlines.”

 ofsted 2017

Key Application Dates:
Sixth Form Open Evening:
Thursday 29 November 2018,  
6pm – 8.30pm

Deadline for applications: 
Friday 7 December 2018

Sixth Form interviews:
January / February 2019

Sixth Form offers issued:
By Friday 1 March 2019
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Farnham Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 4LU

Tel: 01483 504089

Email: HNorton@guildfordcounty.co.uk

www.guildfordcounty.co.uk


