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Midsummer 2019 

For the Love of Literacy 

Food, water, shelter, 
books.  Were Maslow 
alive now, his hierarchy 
would form a square, not 
a triangle. 

Why is reading so          
important? 

After the curriculum 
changes, that were     
announced in 2014, we 
have seen an increased 
emphasis on reading 
large amounts of often 
complex text (under time 
pressure) in most of the 
new GCSE exams. The 
English Language      
papers have more       
difficult stuff and maths 
now sees students    
having to answer multi-
step problems that test 
their reading as much as 
their mathematical     
ability.Reading is about 
more than passing     
exams, though.  It has 
all manner of mental and 
physical health benefits: 
reducing stress,          
improving sleep,         
improving memory,     
increasing knowledge, 
and reducing cognitive 

function decline as we 
age.  Helping our       
children become skilled 
and regular readers is 
one of our best chances 
of influencing their adult 
lives for the better. 
Reading at home stopped 

at primary school,          
didn’t it? 

Those hours you spent 
painstakingly helping 
your child sound out      
C-A-T were vitally       
important, but helping 
them learn to associate 
letters with sounds was 
only the first step.  
Reading is an intricate 
task and few people will 
be able to claim mastery 
of it much before their 
20s.  Digesting a      
complex report, for      
example, requires skills 
of decoding, retrieval 
and inference that we 
have to sustain over 
many pages.  There are 
the meta-cognitive skills, 
too: those questions we 
ask ourselves as we’re 
reading.  What’s the 
writer trying to do? Are 
they reliable? Where’s 

this going? Am I          
understanding this      
correctly? Where does 
this fit in with other 
things I know? 
Very few children         
become expert readers 
whilst still at school but, 
by the time they leave, 
they need to be well on 
their way, and whoever 
looks after them at home 
has a vital role to play in 
enabling them to do this. 

Okay.                                
So what can I do to help? 

We all have busy lives 
and there are limits to 
how much time we can 
give to support our     
children.  However, 
whatever time you can 
give, the more you’ll be 
supporting your child in 
their journey to             
becoming a habitual and 
highly-skilled reader. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For advice,                            
please see over ... 

For the 
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1. Get them to read to you. 
This is difficult, especially as they get older.  However, it’s probably the most important 
thing you can do to improve.  When reading to ourselves, we often do so passively, with 
low levels of reading accuracy.  This is natural and explains why we can often get to the 
end of paragraphs without remembering anything that we’ve just read.  (Yes, this happens 
to English teachers, too).  By reading to someone, we become more active in our        
approach, switching on our concentration.  If that someone can also ask us questions 
(What does that word mean? Can you summarise what is happening? What do you think 
will happen next?  Why has the writer done that?), then so much the better. 
When students are in the Lower School, we ask that they read at home in this way at least 
three times a fortnight, but the more the better.  If it can become part of your daily routine, 
your child’s reading progress will accelerate. 

2. Have stuff to read everywhere 
Filling your home with things to read communicates a powerful message about the 
value you place on literacy, and your children will subconsciously absorb it.  Stacks 
of New Scientist in the toilet, newspapers on the coffee table, novels yet -to-be-read 
on bedside tables, bookcases in every room.  A television that is turned off,       
perhaps?  Flood your home with opportunities to read and make sure that trips to 
the library are still a regular part of visits to town.  

3. Read to your children 
Most parents and guardians read to littlies, but far too many stop when our children 
become too big to be comfortably placed on our knees.  Research shows that   
reading aloud to children, of whatever age, is one of the best ways to improve their 
literacy (which is why we, as teachers, still read most of our set texts to students in 
lessons).  It’s just nice, too, as it means that everyone gets to share in the benefits 
of reading. 

4. Make sure your children see you reading 
Maths teachers will tell you that just about the worst thing an adult can say is that 
they don’t like maths, or that it’s okay not to be good at maths because they weren ’t 
either.  The same is true of reading.  As much as they will tell you otherwise, your 
children’s future behaviour will be influenced as much by what they see you do as 
by anything else.  If they see you turning off your phone and taking time to read, 
then, they will – at some point – likely start doing the same. 
Some families with children at the school have even started book groups, either as 
a family (where you all read a book about a particular topic, or from the same genre, 
for example), or by getting together with other parents to enable their children to 
share their reading.  Either option would show your child how much you value 
books. 

5. Give them freedom (to an extent) in what they read 
It can be easy to fall into the trap of believing that unless children are reading “the 
classics”, then they’re wasting their time.  If your child loves Bronte, Dickens or 
Austen then great, but if they have a passion for manga, books about ice skating, or 
historical novels, then let them be.  If they develop a passion for reading they ’ll find 
their way to other genres and topics soon enough.  If they are especially obsessed, 
then a bit of variety can help their development as a reader, but this can be 
achieved gently: suggesting that for every three books by their favourite author, 
they read something different, for example.  Pointing them in the direction of our 
wonderful librarians might help them see there are other choices out there that they 
will enjoy just as much. 
If you have a reluctant reader, finding books about their passion is the way to go.  A 
simple Google search for, “Best books about…” will nearly always get things      
started.  And again, the school library can help.  Otherwise, subscribing to blogs 
from the major publishers and organisations like BookTrust means you will have a 
constant stream of recommendations you can pass on to your children.  

6. Reward your children for reading 
Even if they are already bookworms, continue to find ways to celebrate their      
reading.  Reading challenges, sticker charts, book tokens.  The more you can do to 
get your children to positively associate with reading, the better.  So no punitive 
approaches: telling your child that they didn ’t read so they don’t get screen time is 
sending the wrong message about the value they should place on time with a book.  

7. Make time for reading in their lives 
With activities, clubs and other commitments (we won ’t mention homework…), it can 
sometimes be difficult to find time to read.  As with all habits, if we don ’t build    
reading into our children’s lives, then it is unlikely the practice will stick.  Bedtimes 
offer the obvious solution and, if possible, having the same routine each night will 
do the trick.  Having a reading routine, provided it uses real books and not              
e-readers or tablets, has been demonstrated to significantly improve children ’s 
sleep. 

8. Make sure everyone is on board 
Various studies show that having a variety of reading role -models helps.  So, if   
possible, get granny, grandpa, aunt, uncle and the neighbours involved.  There ’s no 
reason why one carer should have to take all the responsibility for a child ’s reading! 
 

If you would like to discuss your child and their reading, then please 
get in touch with their English teacher, who will be happy to offer    
further guidance and support.  In the meantime, please talk to your 
children about the literary-themed activities they take part in at 
school, such as the Literary Take Over, which begins for the Lower 
School on July 1st. 

Jane White, Caroline Swaisland-Dyke, Jack Houghton - English Department ‘F
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Our English team, led in their 
efforts by Caroline Swaisland-
Dyke, is proud to announce the 
publication of GCS’s first short 

story anthology.                                    
53 talented writers from the Lower 

School have contributed to                    
‘An Empty Chair’ (a collaboration 
with the Young Authors project), 

the title of which is taken from the 
short story of the same name,              

by Evie Yr7. 

Watch this space for a 

launch evening! 
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Politics is certainly unavoidable at the moment and, for 
our students, it could not be more useful for their studies.  
Having recent examples of political events and issues, is 
crucial to their exams; with Donald Trump and the     
current Conservative leadership election, as just two 
major ongoing events, they are spoilt for choice. It is also 
a rather anxious time for many, with Brexit uncertainty 
looming, and this is where the study of politics is proving 
to be an asset in our students lives.  
The new politics course returns to the core of what   
politics is, with the addition of studies on political beliefs 
and ideologies. The students study liberalism,           
conservatism, socialism and feminism, all of which are 
relevant in these more uncertain times in world politics. 
An understanding of ideologies gives the students a 
chance to assess their own beliefs, but at the same time, 
try to evaluate and understand other people's decisions 
and motives.  

 

The last thing we need now is more       
division; without discussion we cannot 

come to agreements and understanding.  
 

Studying ideologies gives us a chance to move away 
from a focus on the ‘what’ people are doing and focus on 
the ‘why’. When you understand why someone wishes to 
vote a certain way, or feels  strongly about an issue, you 
are better prepared to discuss, compromise and move 
forwards.   

Politics - black and white it will never be! 

The Parliament of the Long Noses 
Royal Academy Summer Exhibition 2019 

Chris Orr MBE RA 
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The Y7/8    
Drama Club 
have been 
working on a 
show inspired 
by Horrible 
Histories.  
They devised 
a 30-minute 
comedy,   
looking at 
medicine 
through the 

ages, all with the help of Dr Who and a school-avoiding   
hypochondriac.  
On the 6

th
 June they took two minibuses and went to visit 

Northmead Primary School and Pirbright Village School, 
where they performed to Yr5&6 pupils. They followed the 
performance with a workshop, where they led the pupils 
in creating their own sketches to perform to each other.  
The day was a great success. The head of Pirbright 
wrote, ‘the Yr5’s were abuzz with excitement - they really 
enjoyed it - so thank you for the opportunity!’  
             Chris Bramwells, Team Drama 

Student Council have been meeting less regularly 
this term, as we fit around music rehearsals and 
exams. We have said a sad goodbye to our          
incredible Sixth Form leaders, Naomi Carter, Emily 
Calvo-Hobbs and Helena Neil-Smith. On behalf of 
the entire Council, I would like to pass on my huge 
thanks to all three of these students. They have 
worked tirelessly to get the voices of students heard, 
and have always been ready to help out. We wish 
them all the best!  
Council are now excited to welcome some new Sixth 
Form reps and look forward to working with them 
next year. We also wish to say goodbye and thank 
you to our Yr11 reps. Many of them have been on 
the Council for years, and have shown great energy 
and enthusiasm.  
For those of us who remain, sustainability is the 
focus! Student Council worked hard to come up with 
a target for the School Development Plan that best 
reflected the direction they wanted to see the school 
travel in. Mr Smith was delighted with their ideas, 
and these will now form the basis of the full plan. 
The Council will continue to work with the           
Leadership Team to see their ideas carried out. It is 
exciting times ahead!  Jo Cole, Head of Upper School 

The lesson the students hopefully learn when studying political ideologies is that everyone has a logic to their beliefs, based on their core 
ideas of what our human nature truly is. Are people good and have freedom to live their lives, making a positive contribution? Are people  
fallible and liable to make sometimes awful mistakes, needing guidance and control? Are people naturally co-operative and encouraged to 
find ways to make this a reality in society? Are we all truly equal or are some people just more suited to certain roles in life than others?   
These are all questions that we explore daily in politics and by understanding the differing perspectives, our students should be able to go into 
this world more informed and more open to new ideas. They may even become the leading figures of politics in the future.  
                    Paul Comben, Government & Politics 
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Bonjour County!  On 6th June we travelled to the South of France 

for the French exchange - oo la la, exciting!  For our first trip we 

went to Aigues Mortes (pronounced egg morte) and the weather 

was really spectacular. This was good news, as we had a boat ride 

planned - the experience was very calming and a good opportunity 

to see some French scenery. On the Saturday, a group of us had a 

pool party at one of our French exchange's houses, so it was fun to 

see everyone and also  socialise with other French people. On 

Sunday everyone did their own thing with their families: some went 

shopping, others visited a selection of local places. The whole 

group, including the wonderful Mrs Brooks, Mrs Bushby and Mr 

Grimmett, then went to the beach . The weather was glorious,  

making it a brilliant day to enjoy the sea and sand, especially as 

everyone back home was in school and we heard it was pouring 

down with rain. On Tuesday we ventured into the impressive city of 

Nîmes. Sadly it was now our turn for rain, but that didn’t stop us! 

We had a tour around the amphitheatre and got to see the views. 

We also went to a Roman built temple and watched a half an hour 

film about the origins of the city. Later on we got to explore and 

shop in the city centre. I was so busy enjoying myself that I lost my 

wallet - a bit of a disaster. On Wednesday we went to school - and 

as you can probably guess, that wasn’t really our favourite - but we 

met a lot of new people, which is always fun. When school finished, 

a few of us went into central Montpellier. The weather was still   

being kind, so some of us picked up an extra bit of tanning and 

bronzing. Ah - finally the last day! We revisited the school and    

attended some lessons. We tried some of the ‘fancy’ French        

cuisine, but decided that we really prefer the food in our school. 

Finally, we said our goodbyes, some happy, some sad and flew off 

towards L’Angleterre. Over the weeks there had been highs, and of 

course lows, but we all got over them, because that’s the ‘County 

Way’. Huge thanks to the one of a kind Mrs Bushby, sleeping  

beauty Mr Grimmett and Mrs Brooks, the bronzed legend! 

By Alicia, Xuxu and Molly Yr8 
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 ’We are far more united and have more in common 
than that which divides us’  

Jo Cox 

Cultural Cohesion 

GCS Foreign Film Society is  

delighted to announce its       

collaboration with the University 

of Surrey for our 2019/2020    

programme. Having been invited 

to host their 2019 Spanish Film 

Festival, a natural link was formed, benefitting 

each establishment, as well as our mutual  

wider community. We remain indebted to 

Guildford Borough Council for providing the 

funding to develop these facilities in our Sixth 

Form Common Room. It has created the    

perfect space for this community collaboration. 

 

The last film of this season is ‘The Edukators’, 

showing on Thursday 11th July, and our new 

programme - published in August - is an     

exciting mix. It celebrates the cultures of the 

French, Spanish and German speaking world, 

taught in our own MFL Dept, as well as many 

of the additional languages on offer at Surrey.  

Please join us and 

‘let your vision be world embracing’ 
 

 

 

 

 

Lesley Nicole, Community Arts - Caroline Brooks, MFL 

Collaboration 
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Our annual Community Careers Fair 2019, 
planned and managed by the newly formed Sixth 
Form Community Events Team, is taking place 
this year, on Wednesday 10th July. This event is 
a compulsory part of the school day for Yr10 and 
Yr12 students, as well as open to all  Yr11s and 
Yr13s who wish to return. More information and 
details will be given over the next few weeks via 
tutor groups, Parent Mail and social media. Make 
sure that you ‘join the conversation’ and get the 
most out of the opportunities available. It is the 
perfect occasion to make contact with local   
businesses and industries and even get ahead 
with some work experience planning. Please 
also watch this space for regular Careers 
updates and future opportunities.  

 

Think outside the box and get ahead! 

Well done everyone! 
 

 

 

D of E Bronze Expedition 2019 
Marlborough Downs  

Lovely day for a walk! 
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Thank you to David Gale for his excellent 
arrangements and continued drive to produce 

such a consistently high quality.  
Caroline Gale, Director Of Music.  

On Monday 17th June, our Trombone Ensemble were invited to perform for Bishop 
Andrew and his guests, at his reception for the Diocese of Guildford Family of Schools. 
The ensemble performed two sets of 25 minutes each with a wide ranging repertoire. 

The quality of playing, along with the commitment of all players, ranging from Yr8 
through to Yr13, was outstanding and a real credit to the school.  

‘Lights go out,                               
  walls come tumbling down’,                             

but you ‘can’t stop the music!’ 

‘When the going gets tough,     

the tough get going…’                                             
on the Muga Plaza  

The school has been awash with Yr7 
stories of the evolution of sport, pagan 
burials, Fibonacci beauty, The Life of 
the Buddha, The Hunger Games,   
Gangsta Granny, The Book of Kells, 
Marie Curie, nomadic life, Alice in   
Wonderland’, Da Vinci’s flying         
machines, Chritstopher Columbus and 
Very Hungry Caterpillars who have 
been replaced by children who eat 
people!  

In Design and Technology, students 
looked at the story of the printing press 
and how it revolutionized society, after 
which they used modern technology to 
create wooden type.   

We were delighted that the library 
came on board with Frankenstein.  
Having examined how Mary Shelley 
influenced modern literature, students     
created their own monsters and wrote 
the stories of what had made them the 
beings they had become.   

Stories can influence us and shape our 
lives and it has been really            
worthwhile examining some of those 
we might not normally consider. Our 
thanks go to all the staff who put on 
such a great week!   
Rebecca Griffin, Religious Education 
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Earlier this month, we were delighted to     
celebrate the talents of our soloists in another 
wonderful Vocal Concert; this was the        
culmination of all the hard work put in by our 
students as well as two very inspirational   
singing teachers, Matt and  Amanda. Musical 
theatre was a favourite choice of genre and we 
were blown away by the charisma, confidence 
and elegance of all our students. Once again it 
was fantastic to hear soloists from all ages, 
from some confident debuts in Lower School, 
to highly refined and talented Upper School 
and Sixth Form performances.                    
Congratulations to you all Alice Heywood, Music Vocal Concert 
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Another GCS musical initiative was 
launched this year - this time for new string 
players. Its aim is to give students a chance 
to explore their potential and interest  in 
playing a violin. 

On Tuesday, all those who have taken part 
in this scheme performed in their first 
celebratory showcase. 

Alice Labowska described her experience: ‘I think the violin is really            
challenging, but it’s so much fun too. It is really interesting to learn different 
techniques. Our concert was really well put together too and I enjoyed playing 
as a group - we really hadn’t rehearsed much together’. Hannah Rixon, Music 
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Battlefields Trip 2019 

The Battlefield trip 2019 was   

really good fun and interesting 

too, particularly seeing the big             

monuments. At the end of a six 

hour trip, our first stop was Essex 

Farm. There we learned about 

the youngest    British soldier to 

die in WW1. His name was Joe 

Strudwick and he was only 15 

when he was killed. We got to 

look around and were also told 

about the Canadian Medic, John 

McCrae,  who, after his friend 

died, wrote probably one of the 

most famous war poems,       

Flanders Field. We then went to 

Langemark the German cemetery 

which had a lot of young soldiers 

buried there - about 20,000 in a 

mass grave to save space. It was 

very interesting to see how    

different and dark the German 

cemetery looked. Next we went to 

Tyn Cot cemetery which was very 

beautiful and had a striking     

monument in the middle. We then 

headed in for dinner in Ypres, a 

tasty Belgian meal, after which 

we were given time in the square. 

There were many amazing   

chocolate shops and interesting 

souvenir shops. Olive and I then 

got ready and prepared for the 

last post ceremony at the Menin 

Gate, where we laid the poppy 

wreath. We were very nervous as 

there were so many people and it 

is a very special event.                                         

It was amazing to be part of that.                                         

The next day we got up early and 

headed to the Somme.  We were 

lucky enough to go in WW1    

Canadian tunnel and trenches. 

Locknager crater was also    

amazing and hard to imagine it 

was created by bombs. We    

ended the trip at Thiepval,  the 

biggest allied cemetery in the 

world, where we had a ceremony 

of our own – a great way to    

remember the soldiers who died 

or were seriously injured.                               

A great way to end a great trip.              

Maya 9Y 
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Olive and Maya laying a wreath at Menin Gate 
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A huge ‘shout-out’ for the Yr8 Girls Handball Team.                                                                                        
They delighted our community recently, by achieving the title of ‘National Champions’.                                           

Throughout a hugely competitive tournament in Derby, the girls gave their all to come out on top.  

This is the best result GCS has ever had in a sporting tournament. 

 

Congratulations! 

 

Roza, Rose, Sofia, Lalita, Robyn, Neve, Molly, Isabelle, Chloe Yr8 
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Dates for the Diary: 

Fri 21 June Wye Valley TAKE 2 

Fri 28 June Leavers Dinner 

Thu 04 July House Music 

Fri 05 July PSHE Day / Business Game 

Sat 06 July Silver D of E Weekend 

Mon 08 July House Creative Writing 

Mon  08 July Mock Wedding Yr10 

Tue 09 July Mock Wedding Yr10 

Wed 10 Performance Poetry 

Wed 10 July INSPIRE 2019 Careers Fair 

Thu 11 July Foreign Film Society 

Fri 12 July House Summer Sports 

Mon 15 July W/B Yr12 Work Experience 

Wed 17 July Art / Design & Tech Exhibition 

Fri 19 July Term Ends - Summer Holidays  

 


