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January 2018 

‘New Year is traditionally a time 
for new resolutions. At County, 
we embrace both the chance to 
start afresh, but also consider it 
equally important to not undo all 
the good work and throw the 
baby out with the bath water. We 
would like 2018 to be a chance to 
‘preserve the best and improve 

the rest.’ 

In preserving the best, our     
current focus is on continually 
improving the classroom        
experience, maintaining our extra
-curricular provision and investing 
in our facilities. Learning is a    
life-long process. We endeavour 
to develop skills and attributes in 
our students which will assist 
them long after they have left us. 
The same is true for our staff. We 
are very clear at County that you 
never become the ‘perfect’  
teacher or support staff member. 
The curriculum you are required 
to teach, constantly evolves and 
adapts, and you have a very 
different group of children, in 
difference places in their learning 
every year. Consequently, we 
invest large amounts of time in 
staff training and sharing good 
practice; this ensures we are able 
to provide learning that is always 
vibrant, stimulating and          
challenging; it also ensures that 
students make great progress. 
Staff share best practice, visit 
other schools,  engage in       
professional reading and training, 
and constantly look to evolve 
their work. A further way in which 

we do this is by listening to    
students more effectively. For the 
last few years our Student    
Learning and Teaching team has 
provided valuable insights into 
the views of students on what is 
effective learning. They have 
presented this at staff training 
sessions, leadership team   
meetings and even to governors. 
This has proved very effective in 
enabling us to answer the    
question – what works best in the 
classroom? Listening to students 
has helped us advance in this 

area. 

We are very excited by the range 
of extra-curricular provision that 
we provide at County. Our forth 
coming production of Les      
Miserables is an inclusive,           
transformational whole school 
event. We are very much hoping 
that you will join us in this      
celebration of students’ talent, 
and recognition of the countless 
extra hours staff give in order to 
provide this opportunity. Nor is it 
only in the creative arts that we 
excel; Iast year County received 
the Sports Mark: Gold           
accreditation. This is an         
outstanding effort and            
recognises that, amongst state 
schools nationally, we really are 
providing a bewildering array of 
sporting opportunities and      
provision for our young people. 
We hope for more cup and 

league successes in 2018.  

This year is also about           
preserving the significant        

improvements we have made 
towards our built fabric. In the 
last 5 years, over £6 million has 
been invested in our site. We 
could rest here – however we 
want to preserve and continue to 
improve. During the course of 
this term, work will begin on our 
new astro-turf games area and 
associated recreational seating. 
This will enable us to use our 
field in all weathers and improve 
the opportunities we can offer our 
students and the community at 

large. 

What about improving the rest? 
We have set out our goals in our 
strategy overview document on 
our website – which you can find 
here. Our main strategic focus is 
the sports hall. I hope you are 
aware that we have begun a 
significant fund raising drive to 
find the £3.8milion required to 
knock down our old ‘New Gym’ 
and replace it with a state of the 
art facility, capable of meeting the 
students’ needs. If you haven’t 
heard of our plans and fund   
raising exploits, please follow this 
link http://
www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/

gcs-sports-hall-appeal 

You really can play your part in 
helping us continue to improve 
and provide the best for County 

students. 

I do hope you and your family 
have had a good 2017 and I look 
forward to working with you on a 

wonderful 2018.’ 
Jack Mayhew , Headteacher 

An artist’s impression of the proposed new sports hall at GCS 

http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/uploads/asset_file/3_1069_sdp-2017-2018.pdf
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal
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 Starting my second year as Head of House for Hanover, I felt it would be a good idea to carry on with my theme of a word 
which is important to me and hopefully to the students too.  Last year this was “happiness” and I cannot fault the enthusiasm 
and cheerful attitude of Hanover students during every House activity.  My amazing 6th form team also kept the theme going 
during assemblies and meetings; there was a general buzz of positivity in every tutor group. 

The word I am going to promote this year is “grateful” or if we are going for another abstract noun “gratefulness”. The dictionary 
definition for this word is “feeling or showing an appreciation for something done or received”.  I often get angry when the older 
generation bandy around the phrase: “youngsters today should be grateful for what they’ve got”.  Well, I can only say I am 
grateful for the way Hanover House have respected me, talked to me and made me laugh (and cry) on occasions, over the 
past year.   

To move forward, however, I sometimes wonder whether we take enough time to appreciate each other and the many things 
our friends, families and teachers try to do to make our lives easier.  I read an interesting fact that we are more likely to say 
thank you to someone we don’t know, for instance saying thank you for a burger in McDonalds, than we do to people we know 
and love.  As a species, we tend to focus on negativity, and obviously the weather might be one of the main culprits in this 
country!  Students feel hard done by – why do I need to listen to him moaning all the time; that teacher’s always nagging me to 
try harder; I want to spend time with my mates, not in a room doing revision;  I should be allowed my phone when I go to bed.  
It is hard to kick this habit but let’s think how we can.   

There’s a famous quote from Winnie the Pooh: “Piglet noticed that 
even though he had a Very Small Heart, it could hold a rather large 
amount of Gratitude.” Before you moan, stop and think.  If that 
teacher didn’t care, he/she wouldn’t nag you – be grateful.  Your 
friend is moaning because he/she trusts you – be grateful that  
people confide in you. I know that when I end a lesson and some 
students leave the room saying “thank you” , how great it feels. I 
know it’s important for me to say thank you to people in my House 
who go above and beyond, although it’s much more of an effort to 
do this than sit and moan about what’s not being done.   

It is a fact that over half the population find it difficult to be positive 
and grateful.  This year, Hanover, let’s prove that statistic wrong! 
Remember Mrs Budd’s motto:  there’s always someone out there 
who would be grateful for a cup of tea – let’s just ensure we make 
loads this year!              Sandy Budd, Head of Hanover 

The Gospel According to Piglet 
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With the Sports Hall funding appeal well underway, the Sport Ambassadors met last 
week to discuss the future of sport at County. What do the students like? What do 
they dislike? What do they want more/less of? The results surprised the PE        
department , which is why it is so valuable to gather student voice.  
The students are proud of sport at County and feel they do well in local competitions 
against other schools, particularly this year in netball and rugby. What the students 
really want is more sport after school and more attendance at the sports clubs. Well 
how do we do this? We need better facilities with better light in the evenings and with 
more space to take part. Hopefully these are things they will not have to wait for 
much longer. 
In addition to the Sports Hall funding, the students have also been 
helping chose the new PE kit, some of which was launched in the 
summer of 2017. We have a new rugby top, new shorts, new socks, 
performance leggings and a skirt: these items are available to   
everyone. What is still to be    
decided is the GCS polo shirt 
which will be a new design with 
specific fitting for girls and boys. 
We are also hoping to launch the 
Sixth Form sports clothing    
package, which will be available 
for purchase soon to the young 
men and women in our Sixth 
Form.  
Lots happening and lots to look 
forward to! 
Key dates for this term 
15th - 29th January - House 
Cross Country 
8th March - House Winter Sports 
16th March - Sports Dinner and Dance 

Dates for the Diary: 

Tue 23 Jan GCS Boys Choir Tour 

Thu 25 Jan Yr11 Parents Evening 

Thu 01 Feb Yr9 Parents Evening 

Tue 06 Feb Brass Concert 

Thu 08 Feb GCSE Drama Trip to Stratford  

Fri  09 Feb Half Term begins & GCS Ski Trip departs                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Going for Goal! 

That Envelope Feeling! 

GCSE Mock Results Assembly 

The Year 11 Mock Results Assembly is a chance for students 
to get a sense of the feeling when opening their results. It is a 
tense moment in August - holding the envelope and not  
knowing its contents. Getting ready and prepared for this 
moment is important, and we want students to remember how 
the experience felt to them. In the Main Hall on 16th January, 
all Year 11 students waited nervously for the envelopes to be 
handed out. Mr Mayhew gave an inspirational speech about 
what this moment meant. Most importantly, all students were 
reminded that their future hasn't been written for them yet. 
Whilst the mock results are important, there is still time to 
change them and make that difference. We want students to 
feel motivated by the possibilities for their future. As Mr   
Mayhew always says, just be the best you, you can be. There 
were delighted faces and disappointed ones on the day, and 
the time for reflection afterwards was a useful chance to think 
about what had gone well.  Everyone has the opportunity to 
change what is in that envelope in August. We hope that all 
students will remember the 'envelope feeling' and use this to 

inspire them over the coming months. Good luck Year 11! 

Jo Cole , Head of Upper School 
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The coarse bark scratched his exposed front as he         
plastered himself against the tree, arms wrapping the trunk 
in a desperate embrace. He pressed his face to the broken 

surface as his breath rattled through his ribcage. Blood had 
matted in with the white wisps of hair on his wrinkled skin, 
the creases embedded with dirt, dragged along his body by 
the shrapnel tossed around in the churning waves. It was 
the remains of this destruction that he looked upon, the 

skeleton of the beach he had been lying on only a quarter of 
an hour ago. The sun beat down on the bruised crown of his 
tired head, burning his freckled scalp as he whimpered into 
the tree, shifting an inch to the side for the weak shade the 

few twigs above his gave; timid in case his branch snapped, 
he clamped his eyes shut from the fear of the fall to the 

moving landfill below. Beneath him came the scrabbling of 
frantic fingers. A woman, much younger than himself, was   
dragging her unresponsive legs up on to the lower branch-
es. Too low. The soul splitting roar of a hundred thrashing 
waves, a wall of decaying life, rolled into view. The woman 
sobbed, tears leaving streams in the dirt and blood across 
her face. Her eyes were wide as a doe hearing the click of a 
shotgun for the last time. Her hands were slick with warm 

red wetness, smearing stains on the bark as she attempted 
to heave herself further upwards, to safety                             

– to his branch.  

Sylvie Fisher Yr13 
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In Praise of - the Birthday Party? 
Children’s birthday parties, a once simple and (fairly) stress free affair, have in recent years been 
transformed into a gross display of wealth and what Helen Bridges, a psychologist at Kings    
College University, has described as a form of peacocking amongst parents. In 1983, the average 
child’s birthday party cost a parent roughly £57. Cakes were often home baked and decorations 
were either homemade or reused from previous celebrations. However, within the past ten years, 
Britain has experienced an explosion in extravagant birthday parties with an average of £100 
being spent on cake alone. With this has come the social media age and the pressures of      
presenting one’s life as being altogether ‘perfect’. Dianne Libley, a mum of four from North York-
shire admits that she spent over £400 on her middle daughter’s 7th birthday. She hired a         
professional party planner and decorator, as well as several professional photographers, in order 
to capture what she described as the ‘ideal Instagram montage’. This phenomenon is not exclu-
sive to the UK, with America also being swept into the party pandemic arguably with more force.  
In America however, it appears to be the older children who are benefitting from their parents’ 
willingness to spend. In some neighbourhoods in New York and California, it is seen as shameful 
to hold a girl’s ‘Sweet 16th’ in one’s own home, with popular destinations being extravagant    
mansions and custom built ‘princess palaces’. On top of this thousands of dollars are being spent 
on dresses, shoes and makeup (most likely not to be worn again). Whilst this news may not come 
as a surprise for many (especially for those with children of their own), we should carefully     
consider the true beneficiaries. Whilst children appear to enjoy these garish celebrations, we 
should really question whether they would in fact enjoy a simple family affair any less?         
Heather Godman, Y13 

 

“Hello again from Creative Writing. We’re pleased to hit the ground running again at the 
beginning of a new term and year. We will be working with Young Writers for their Poetry 
Games competition. Entrants need to side with either Team Truth or Team Dare, decid-
ing whether to share details about themselves in poem form, or challenge and speak out 
about a passionate subject. Entries in before half term please. The BBC have also just 
launched their 500 word story challenge for age 13 and under, so expect some exciting 
entries from year 7 and 8.”    Caroline Swaizland-Dyke, English & Creative Writing 

With angelic singing from students and staff 
alike and the 'ding-a-dong's of Barbershop, our 
Christmas service rang from the newly     
renovated Guildford Cathedral; it was both a 
time to contemplate the nine lessons of the 
Bible, the birth of Jesus Christ, and a       
memorable start to the Christmas holidays. 
Bravely beginning the afternoon service, Joe in 
Yr8 sang an uplifting solo; festive carols from 
the Upper and Lower Girls choirs, Schola       
Cantorum, and a collaboration of the Senior 
and Staff Choirs were then an early Christmas 
present to all.                                             

Accompanying the         
congregation in song and 
delivering a repertoire of 
reinterpreted Christmas 
classics, the Senior Brass 
Ensemble  and Trombone 

Choir performed beautifully.  

Each piece throughout the 
service, whether sung or 
played, captured the  true   

essence of Christmas. 

Lucy Spouncer  

Yr11  

Nine Lessons and Carols 

 
Biography Blurbs 

Marilyn Monroe 

A public figure biography 

When we think of Marilyn Monroe, we are 
drawn to the iconic image of a beautiful 
curvaceous blonde; somebody more 
known for those curves than she was for 
any of her accomplishments; more for her 
failures, (her marriages and her          
addictions), than her success. In reality, 
she engineered her image, owing much of 
her fame to playing comic "dumb blonde" 
characters. She became one of the most 
popular sex symbols of the 1950s and 
was emblematic of the era's attitudes 
towards sexuality. But she was dead at 
36, the subject of as much speculation in 
death as she was in life. 
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A massive THANK YOU to those who have already kindly donated to our Sports 

Hall Appeal. The second hurdle (£20k) is firmly in our sights… If every parent 

who could afford it donated just £10 for each year their child/ren would benefit 

from a new sports hall – we would surpass our target! You can help by: 

 Donating via Parentmail, BTMyDonate (search for Guildford County 

School in the ‘Charities’ section) or by cheque 

 Fundraising in aid of the Sports Hall - create your own event and    

fundraising page via the school’s BTMyDonate page   

 Using Easyfundraising.co.uk for GCS every time you shop online 

 Joining in the SurreyHalf marathon (11 March) or the Little Lumpy 

Bike Challenge (20th May) in aid of our Appeal - 20% discount on        

SurreyHalf entry with code GCS2018 

 Saving the date of 12th May for an extra-special 

Funk Night, featuring a silent auction for some 

unique sport and event goodies.  

 Questions, suggestions, offers? Contact Claudia Drake 

(cdrake@guildfordcounty.co.uk) - thank you 

IT’S ALL TO 

PLAY FOR…   

£50 000 

£5000 

£10000 

£15000 

£20000 

£25000 

£30000 

£35000 

£40000 

£45000 

More info 

on our 

website 

pages 

here! 

Friends update 

Our lovely Friends raised over 

£4000 with the brilliant   

Christmas Fair for           

equipment at the school. Huge 

thanks to all who came, 

helped, spent and tidied up 

afterwards! We have some 

great events lined up this year, 

so please keep free 2nd March 

for Quiz Night, 12th May for 

Funk Night and 20th May for 

the Little Lumpy. If you’d like 

to  support the Friends in their  

vital work, in whatever way, 

big or small, please contact 

karenbtelfer@gmail.com  

Look who’s supported our Twitter Sporting Hero 

#SportsHallAppeal campaign recently...  

Know a Sporting Hero? Please ask them to tweet their support 

(download sign here on our website sports hall appeal page). Be 

sure to reference @GuildfordCounty and #SportsHallAppeal – and 

how supporters can donate on BTMyDonate  

Danny Cipriani, English 

Rugby Union player with 

Wasps 

Tayo Ogedengbe,           

Captain of Surrey 

Scorchers  

Watch our student Sports 

Hall Appeal video on 

YouTube here   

Well done to Y13  Media          

students Pip Denyer and 

Jake Ellis for their fab work. 

Wishes granted! 

Our hearty congratulations to Emily Trappen on       

receiving a grant from The Royal Society of St 

George Charitable Trust, towards her trip to         

Indonesia to undertake scientific research in July 

2018 with Operation Wallacea. There are lots of 

grants and scholarships out there for young                       

people, to support your passions and activities – 

even your university studies. We encourage our   

students to apply for these grants directly and can 

provide the appropriate support when required. More 

details are available on Page 5 of our Spring 2017 

edition of the Challenge newsletter, on our website. 

Why not hop onto Google now and search for grants 

in whatever subject area or activity you’re interested 

in?  Let us know how you get on. 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal
mailto:karenbtelfer@gmail.com
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/uploads/asset_file/3_1111_sporting-hero-show-of-support-on-twitter-pdf.pdf
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LsLobCU9xE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMqYOi8d7YAhUBkxQKHcuPA5YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnanahood.com%2Fmagic-wand&psig=AOvVaw29u5EUcKpizIjP358U1FoC&ust=1516274608673283

