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February 2018 

 

Collaboration 

 

Whether working close together, 
Or slightly further apart, 
The act of collaboration, 

Is where many great things start. 

Drama, Art and Music, 
Work hard to produce Les Mis, 

Collaboration is in action, 
In GCS Show Biz. 

 

House teams together celebrate 
Cross Country race success, 

Years 7-13 collaborating, 
Which one will be the best? 

 

 

 

The dining room is busy.                     
Heads together to combat queues, 
So ... now it’s pod or sit down food, 

Great we all can choose! 

 

 

Teachers deep in conversation, 
Joint planning to teach the class, 

Producing amazing lessons ... 
Exams that will all be passed. 

 
Local schools help each other, 

Leading an external review, 
Helping plan our strategic steps, 
So that we know just what to do. 

Steve Smith, Deputy Headteacher 
 

Queueing for the Pod

Please queue like this when 
waiting to purchase food for 
our new pod.

Collaboration in Action 

House Cross Country 

Home & School Together 

United in Choices 
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Notes from York House 
 

Monday 15
th
 January was known as Blue Monday; a concept 

made up by the media to identify the most depressing day of 
the year! This time of year can be a particularly tough time for 

lots of people; I know I’m eagerly awaiting the return of        
daylight, sunshine and warmth!   

Increasingly, the work of a Head of 
House is concerned with pupils’ mental 
health and wellbeing and these top tips 
link nicely to the ethos of York House: 
take opportunities and get involved, do 

kind things for people, try to be happy and 
positive and radiate that warmth to others. 

 
Mike Briggs (Head of York House) 

To counteract this I prepared a House assembly, recently, about some tips for happiness: 

 Exercise: Make sure you keep exercising.  This releases endorphins which make you happy!. 
 Be kind to others: If you are kind to other people this will in return make you feel good about      

yourself.  Remember those cups of tea and just saying hello to an old person you know. 
 Gratefulness: Be grateful for what you have.  Regularly list three things that make you happy. 
 Get organised: Make sure you have all the right books each day at school.  Keep up with your 

homework.  Plan your week ahead so you have time to relax and do something you enjoy. 
 Relax and have fun: Take up a new hobby or sport. Join an extra curricular activity at school.  

Spend time with family and friends. 

 Young Carers 
Mr Thorpe spoke at a Lower 
School assembly about the 
issues facing the Young   
Carers of the UK. This year’s 
annual Young Carers      
Awareness Day was on 25th 
January 2018. The day was 
about raising awareness that 
young carers might not be 
getting the help they need, as 
they spend time helping other 
people.  

A young carer is a young teen or child who cares, unpaid, for a friend or family member, 
who due to illness, disability, a mental health problem or an addiction cannot cope   
without their support. A young carer puts the person they care for in front of their own 
lives. Although it is great that the adult is being cared for, the young carers often need 
support as well. Mr Thorpe pointed out that around the UK, 1 in 12 young people are 
young carers, which means that I probably know a young carer without even realising. In 
school we need to help by raising awareness of the issue and, where possible, helping 
them to get support if they want it.  
The Carers Trust Network supports carers locally by interacting with them and making 
sure that them being young carers is not ruining their lives. The wider community should 
be helping to support them too. 
Mr Thorpe’s assembly made me think more in depth about what these children have to 
go through. They might have fun sometimes, but also might have sad times. It just 
makes me think how lucky I am that I can have a social life and family members that can    
support themselves. Mr Thorpe’s assembly informed the students in our school about 
young carers and showed that they are amongst us.                                  Oliver Shaw 9Y 

 

The Road Safety Assembly was very hard-hitting and emotional, making us 
aware how our lives could end in an instant.  
Pedestrians really have to be aware of what’s going on and not rely on the 
attention of the drivers. 
Texting whilst walking is extremely dangerous too, as a lot of concentration is 
used choosing what to say and just actually looking at the screen, when your 
eyes should be on the road  
Many children die each year having been hit by a car, but cyclists are at risk 
too. That bit hit home to me, as I cycle to school in the summer. People still ride 
without helmets too! Why would you risk your life just to avoid wearing        
protective head gear. 
The fatality figures were so shocking and 9-15 year olds are most at risk. 
Nicole & Louis  

Road Safety  

Assembly Focus 
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Krakow 2018 

Talking to a Holocaust Survivor 

 

‘The one who does not remember history is bound to live through it again’ - 

the words of philosopher George Santayana. These strike you as you enter 
the museum on the site of the Auschwitz concentration camp. This has been a 
concept discussed by historians and philosophers alike throughout the ages - 
perhaps more famously by Karl Marx who put it simply, ‘history repeats itself, 
first as tragedy, second as farce’.  
Eighty Yr11 students reflected upon this whilst visiting only a few of the Holocaust   
memorial sites, on the most humbling and emotional of residential trips. 
It began on the 12th of January with an extremely reasonable departure time of 11am, 
arriving at our hotel, just outside the centre of Krakow, at 8pm Polish time. The cold was 
biting from the second we left the airport. We then had some down time in the evening, 
much needed preparation for the emotionally and physically draining day ahead. The   
second day began early, so we all slept on the drive to our first destination: Auschwitz. 
Listening to our tour guide on individual headsets, we saw salvaged possessions of 
Jewish people (as well as other persecuted minorities) that were stripped from them as 
they entered the camp. The impact came from rooms filled with piles of human hair, 
dulled with dust and age, with named suitcases or collections of shoes, with the smallest 
placed in plain sight. The truth of such an awful past, standing so clearly before us, left 
us unable to verbalise the feeling. Even wearing layers of clothes we still felt frozen; 
snow fell for a brief time, and we were left to imagine the same weather with only one 
layer of the infamous stripes, not nearly enough food and mercilessly enforced manual 
labour. The only way we could comprehend it was to focus on individuals, reading names 
on suitcases or matching a pair of shoes and thinking about the journey of their owner; 
did they even make it inside the camp, as only 30% of the transported did? Did they 
survive the life expectancy of 3 months? Did they lose their family? And for the hopeful: 
did they arrive late enough that they were saved by the Soviet liberators? This          
understanding made our experience of the harrowing sites even more powerful. The next 
destination was Birkenau, the death camp twenty times bigger than Auschwitz. Famous 
for its huge gate, often seen as the symbol of the Holocaust. It was noticeably colder 
there due to the flat, open land. The exposure to the elements was clear. 
We then had free time to explore the centre of the city of Krakow. For most of us that 
meant some retail therapy. After dinner at the hotel, we went back into the city for the 
famed ‘Krakow Challenge’, with each teacher providing their own challenge; the favourite 
was, ‘take a picture with a nun’ from Mr Bond! Our last day: a trip to the Ghetto Heroes 
Square; an informative overview of the ghetto in Krakow from our resident Holocaust 
expert, Miss Cole; and a visit to the offices of Oskar Schindler’s factory. Here we found a 
more positive message: Schindler saved the lives of 1200 Jewish people by giving them 
jobs in factories, so making them indispensable to the war effort. It also provided a  
summary of Nazi occupation in Poland. Our final visit was to the Galicia Jewish museum, 
an inspirational display of pictures showing the destruction and rebuilding of the Jewish 
religion, as well as an incredibly moving talk from a Holocaust survivor - a Jewish woman 
whose mother had taken her from the ghetto. She only survived because she didn’t look 
Jewish, highlighting to us all again, the strikingly absurd Nazi ideals.  

It is imperative that the young people of today have the knowledge of the 
tragedies of history; not just the Holocaust, but also the countless other   
genocides and horrific mistakes throughout time. They must never ever be 
repeated. All the students of today must be aware, as they are tomorrow’s 
politicians, world leaders, lawyers, teachers and most importantly voters.  
      Sophie Cieslik & Lucy Spouncer Yr11 
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135 boys departed GCS on Tuesday 23rd 
January, on a mission to spread the word 
that it is “cool to sing” at secondary school.  
We performed at Burpham and Pirbright  
Primary Schools and finished at Shalford 
Infants. Our 30 minute repertoire        
showcased the whole choir, as well the  
Upper Boys and songs from Alex Pierce, 
William Ho, Logan Barton, Oz Cliff and 
Charlie Payne.                                          

As our finale, each Primary school joined in 
to form one massed choir, with the Yr5&6 
boys invited to sing amongst the County 
students.  
Alex Yr11 said: 

The Boys Choir 
Tour, as always, 
was an absolute 
pleasure to be part 
of. It is amazing to 
see the Yr5 and 6 
boys sing and feel 

as though they 
are part of the 
choir. I hope we 
all helped to 
spread the  
message that 
boys most    
definitely do 
sing and that 
being part of this 
choir is a     
massive team              
experience.  

GCS Boys Choir on tour at Shalford Infants 

First stop …. Burpham Primary 

Pirbright Primary 
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Wed 7th – Fri 9th March 

 

We look forward to         

welcoming you                      

to the barricades! 

20, 21, 23rd Feb @ 7:00pm 

It’s Showtime at GCS 

 

Our impressive public speakers took to the floor in the 

Branch Final of the English Speaking Union Public 

Speaking Competition, held in Guildford’s beautiful 

Guildhall. Mallie Waterfield gave a polished and   

assured speech on Harry Potter’s longevity, a subject 

close to her heart, while Lucy Davey put her guest 

speaker on the spot with her incisive questioning on 

the topic of the value of poetry. Leah Elrick performed 

her role of Chair with her customary flair and good 

humour. The standard was extremely high, and sadly 

this was the end of the road for the team, but they did 

themselves and their school proud – congratulations to 

them all. 

Impressive Public Speakers 

Mallie, Lucy & Leah Yr11 

Get Your Tickets Now! 

  ….. to Jim 
Goss for     
gaining a 
place in 

the    
National    

Children's 
Orchestra  

and for 
taking 

part in a 
cello   

master 
class at 
the RAM 
with Roel 
Dieltiens.  Musical Congratulations 

Dates for the Diary: 

Fri 09 Feb Half Term begins 

Fri 09 Feb Ski Trip departs 

Mon 19 Feb 

20,21,23 Feb ‘Witches’ Production 

Thu 22 Feb Yr9 Options Evening 

Thu  01 Mar Yr8 Parents Evening 

Fri  02 Mar Friends of GCS Quiz 

07,08,09 Mar ‘Les Mis’ Production 

Thu  08 Mar Winter House Sports 

Thu  15 Mar Foreign Film Society 

Wed  21 Mar Public Speaking 

  

 Le film a exploré la vie de M. Hire, un reclus qui 
est ostracisé de sa société parce qu'il n'aime pas 
les événements sociaux, qui tombe amoureux 
d'une fille qu'il n'a jamais rencontrée, et essaie de 
l'arbitrer d'un crime dans lequel elle était un    
accessoire. Bien que l'intrigue ne soit pas vaste, 
les émotions des personnages sont mises au 
centre du film, et à la fin, l'auditoire finit par ne 
plus être très sûr de la façon dont ils perçoivent 
M. Hire.   Helena Neil-Smith Yr12 

Avec La société de Film étranger nous 
avons regardé le Film ‘Monsieur Hire’. Le 
film est au sujet d’un homme isolé qui   
regarde une femme à travers de sa fenêtre 
et il tombe amoureux. Il est témoin de 
l’indice compromettant, après son fiancé a 
tué quelqu’un. La femme fait sembler 
qu’elle aime Monsieur Hire, mais il y a un 
rebondissement à la fin. À mon avis, le film 
était très intéressant et génial pour        
apprendre le français parce que Monsieur 
Hire a parlé assez clair. J’ai pensé que 
l’histoire était originale, si un peu louche. Je 
me suis sentie désolée pour Monsieur Hire 
à la fin du film car sa gentillesse était trahie. 
Il était un personnage très compliqué pour 
le public comprendre car il était isolé et 
louche mais aussi attentionné.  

Un film fascinant.  
              Amber Payne Yr12 

Friends of GCS 
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Please join us for our next showing, Second Mother, Thursday 15 March 7pm 

A Message from the Chair 
I joined the Friends Committee as soon as we joined County School; my daughter was in Yr10 and we had just moved here from Australia.  I didn’t 

know Guildford and I didn’t know anybody in the town, so ‘Friends’ was a great way to become involved in a community, a 
great way to make friends and a fabulous way to give something back to the school. I would highly recommend it! 
Back then, we were a small band of committee members; now we have not only have an enthusiastic committee but a thriving 
group of event volunteers as well. In fact, one of our event volunteers said to me recently, ‘thanks for asking me to help out 
tonight - it has been so much fun‘. 
Our events are oversubscribed and each year we try to add something new. 
We have created a number of specific committee roles - some large and some small - so there is an 
opportunity to get involved whatever time  constraints you have. A number of our committee members 
will be leaving this year, as the last of their children leave the school, so there are some great opportuni-
ties to join the team in whatever capacity you wish.  
I would love to hear from you - even if just for an informal chat to discuss the options. Contact me at 
karenbtelfer@gmail.com 
We look forward to having you on board and seeing you at our next event - Quiz Night on March 2nd  


