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March 2018 

Words feel both       
limiting and                
inadequate, as I try 
to sum up the         
incredible        
achievement of our 
whole ‘Les Mis’     
Production Team.  

The journey of cast, 
orchestra and crew 
was certainly one 
that embodied the 
true spirit of           
collaboration.  

Our GCS production 
of Les Miserables 
2018 involved                
communication, 
drive and a shared 
passion to achieve a 
high standard - and 
judging from the   
audience reaction, 
we achieved that 
success.  

Our collective vision 
was to create       
something that 
demonstrated all that 
the Creative Arts 

stand for: a marriage 
of emotion and the 
mind, creativity,    
focus, a lively        
intelligence,           
discipline and         
dedication. To      
perform meaningfully 
requires technical 
skill and dexterity 
combined with the 
power to touch the 
heart. We saw       
resilience,           
commitment and 
pride in action, with 
every performance;            
delivering love,        
empathy and an    
overwhelming sense 
of united purpose. 
Every member of our 
cast achieved this, 
supported and led by 
the incredible          
musicianship of our 
orchestra. However, 
none of these          
performances would 
have reached fruition 
without the back up 

and encouragement 
of staff, parents and 
helpers.  

Congratulations to all 
our amazing           
students and staff 
alike, who             
collectively inspired, 
believed and wanted 
to “raise the flag” of 
our musical and         
dramatic standards.  

As Jack Mayhew, 
our Headteacher, 
has commented on 
many occasions, 
‘This is our DNA. 
Let’s work together 
to keep this flame 
alive’. Last week that 
flame burned very 
brightly.  

In the words of the  
lyricist Alain Boublil, 
‘It is the future that 
they bring, when   
tomorrow comes.’ 

(See full Les Mis report on Page 6) 

 

Caroline Gale  

Director of Music  

Head of Creative Arts 

Collaboration in Action 
through 

The Creative Arts 
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House Captain Farewells 

 

Being House Captains this 
year has been a real roller-
coaster ride of leadership, 
organization, sometimes 
stress, but mostly sheer 

enjoyment.  Lancaster has 
definitely made leaps and 
bounds in the right direction, 
coming third in huge      
competitions, such as House 
Drama and House Music. 
These rewarding results only 
happen because of the hard 
work put in by all and it has 
been a joy to work with the 
younger Lancastrians who got 
involved with the            
competitions; it has also been 
an honour to work alongside 
Mrs Kirby and Mrs White. To 
the next House Captains, we 
hope your successes grow. 
Good luck! Josh & Lauren 

 

G
C

S C
harity W

eek 2018 

Save the Children Syria Phyllis Tuckwell 

‘Mind’ Mental Health 

‘ W
e 

on
ly

 h
av

e 
w

ha
t 

w
e 

gi
ve

’ I
sa

be
l A

lle
nd

e 

second in House Art. Despite a few knockbacks, your 
enthusiasm never wavered. The experience of being 
House Captains has been an absolute privilege, it 
would not have been the success it was without the 
help of staff and students alike. The memories we’ve 
made will stay with us forever, so a huge thank you to 
everyone who made it so enjoyable. We wish all 
‘Yorkies’ the best of luck, and a restful Easter break. 
Hannah and Jack 

Over the past year, 
Jack and I have been 
extremely proud of 
how much effort 

everyone in York 
House has put in –
from placing first in 
House Rowing to 

There’s no doubt 
that the past few 
months have been 
jam-packed with 
fun at County! 
House Quiz is 
going really well 

for Hanover and 
with a spot in the 
final, we’ve     
definitely shown off 
the brains in our 
house. We’re also 
in the midst of 
preparing for Public 
Speaking, helping 
to write speeches 
and rehearse. This 

term has been a busy and exciting 
time and, as the end of our    
position as House Captains nears, 
there seems to be a clear mix of 
emotions amongst many. We look 
forward to finishing our time in 
Hanover with a bang, so roll on 
House Speaking! Lexi & Lucas 

Windsor House 
has had a fantastic 
year under our    
tutorship, winning 
House Music; House 
Summer Sports; 
House Drama and 
much more! We’re 
sad to be handing 

over the baton to the next House Captains, but we 
know they’ll do a fantastic job and Windsor will      
continue to thrive!   

Jessie and Michael  

As we come to the end of our 

time as Tudor House     
Captains, we would like to say 
a massive thank you for your 
enthusiasm and commitment 
to Tudor House events. You 
have all been fantastic and really 
shown what being a part of our 
House is all about. We hope that 
you welcome the new House      
Captains with all the warmth and 
love that you have shown us. 
Heather and Jimmy  

 

This year’s Charity Week was a fantastic success. 
The week kicked off early with a Sixth Form social event 

on the Saturday night. Whilst this wasn’t officially a 
school event, the Sixth Form Student Union will be 

donating some of their profits to the Charity Week funds. 
Every break time we sold out of Krispy Kreme do’nuts 
and the students were entertained by a variety of 

events, such as sponsored leg waxing (!), sponsored 
head-shaving, a flash mob from the Les Mis cast and 

a band consisting of Year 12 students Luca, Luca, 
Amber, James and Alfie.  

Lunchtimes were just as busy with House Stalls, a 
Staff v Sixth Form football match and two events 

playing to a packed hall: ‘Would I Lie to You?’ and ‘So 
You Think You Can Dance?’. We have to thank the 
Prefects and the Senior Team for organising these, 
but special thanks go to the teachers who took part. 

Evenings were just as busy with a disco 
for Lower School on Monday night, busking in 

town and a wonderful concert organised by the 
Music Ambassadors on Thursday night.  

The whole school dressed up on the last two 
days of the week but Sixth Form dressed up 

every day (although we think the PJs and   
onesies on Monday was just an excuse to have a 

lie in and still be in school on time!). 
To finish off the week, some hardy souls paid to 
participate in a Fun Run in the snow on Sunday 

18th March.  
We still haven’t got the final total but we are 

confident that we have beaten last year’s total 
funds raised! This will be announced at the 
Dismissal Assemblies at the end of term.  

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 
make it a fabulous success and a week to    

remember. The Sixth Form Team  

 Congratulations  
to all our Sixth Formers who have given  

so much of their time during  
Charity Week  

and raised, what  
we are sure will be, 
a record breaking  

sum! 

No one can now say they have had a more     
eventful first day teaching than Mr Bellamy! It’s 

always the most outrageous stories that turn out to 
be true! Mr Felgate and the Sixth Form Boys were 
deserved winners of ‘So you think you can dance?’ 

and we were all humming ‘Men in Black’ for the 
rest of the day.  

In the past year we have experienced a plethora of 

House events, and even though we didn’t place in the 

top three for the majority of these, we are so proud of 

the commitment and support shown from every  

member of Stuart House. The respect and love 

shown towards each other, when results didn’t go the 

way we intended, is something that we aspire to  

emulate in the future. However, we did end our year 

with first place in House Quiz, so result! As Captains 

we have not only gained confidence when speaking in 

front of the House, but have developed our teamwork 

skills, patience and love for the Stuart family. We will 

always remember the memories and appreciate the 

resilience it has given us. Thank you! Emma & Joe 
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There has been quite a change to the Lancaster Team this year, with Miss Dale and Mrs Needham moving to new 
schools and Mrs Baxter-Harris going on maternity leave.  Mrs White moved from being a tutor to taking on the   
Assistant Head of House position, and new staff members, Mr Philipps and Miss Rixon, have joined our cohesive 
team as Yr9 and Yr7 Tutors.  This staff team have also been brilliantly supported by our wonderful House Captains, 
Josh Green and Lauren Shannon. 
The year began with great positivity and successes with an overall third placing for House Drama. Thanks go to our 
hard-working Sixth Form team, ably led  by Josh Francis with Naomi, Sophie, Leah, Morgan, Patrick and Lauren 
supporting.  Hot on the back of this Drama success, the House also secured a fabulous first place in House        
Basketball, with all year groups putting in a magnificent effort.  Despite continued commitment and enthusiasm in 
Cross Country and Rowing competitions, Lancaster sadly didn’t place in the top three.     
Lancaster assemblies this term have been centred around ‘having a positive mind-set’ which is especially      
important at this time in the academic year, when Yr11 are juggling school work with revision, exam prep, extra-
curricular activities and outside interests.  Similarly, Yr9s perhaps also benefitted from a positive mind-set reminder 
during the stressful time of choosing options for the coming year.   
Despite curricular pressures, our lovely Lancaster students have been heavily 
involved in both the Lower School production of The Witches as well as the      
musical Les Miserables; whether as a leading violinist, a principal or in a           

supporting role, all students did themselves proud and 
were a credit to the House and the wider school        
community.  Lancaster Sixth Formers also did a brilliant 
job, helping to raise money in Charity Week 2018, with 
some stunning dressing up, enthusiastic copper        
collecting and the House Fruit Machine stall, where 
chocolate rabbits were won by a lucky few! 
Due to a hectic Spring Term – with all the wonderful  
extra-curricular activities that have been going on - our 
regular assembly slots, led by Tutor Groups, will recommence with 9L, 8L and 7L after the 
Easter break.  
As we come to the end of a jam-packed term, when students and staff in Lancaster House 
are possibly running out of energy, Paddington Bear reminds us that anything is        
achievable if we put our minds to it – just keep your marmalade sandwiches under your 
hat! 

Olivia Kirby, Head of Lancaster & Jane White, Assistant Head of House 

On the 24th of February, Mrs Gibbs and Mrs Simmonds 
organised to take three of us, as English Literature       
students, to attend an Oxford University English Faculty 
Open Day. The day consisted of a lecture, speaking to  
students, a tour around the campus and information on 
application. We attended a lecture by Professor Robert 
Douglas-Fairhurst called “Finding Wonderland.” He      
discussed the origins behind Lewis Carol’s Wonderland, 
the significance of ‘doubles’ in the novels and how ‘Alice’ 
remains such a prominent character in our culture. 

The day continued with Q&A opportunities with current 
students during a tour around to Brasenose College,  
showing the student life at the university. One student 
bravely re-enacted an admissions interview, demonstrating 
the skills and thought-processes to aspire to when        
applying, giving us an insight to how the lecturers stretch 
your initial thinking. 

Overall, the day was useful, providing information about 
the study of English, attending Oxford University or simply  
knowledge about university as a whole—very beneficial as 
we start to plan for after Sixth-Form.   

 

Hannah Koci, James Lawson, Mishka Hollander Yr12 

Dreaming Spires 
of Brasenose College, Oxford 

Author William Hussey visited our school and delivered to Yr10&11 students, an informative,     
interesting, and humorous analysis on the history of the Horror Genre. The talk began with the 
reading of an extract from his book ‘Haunted’. The hall was darkened to add a creepier effect to the 
story, and the audience were immediately captivated by his tale and his enthusiasm. This led to how 
he became inspired to write horror and gothic fiction. 

We learned about key examples of the genre throughout the eras and were introduced to three 
staple texts: Frankenstein, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Dracula. As 
we study Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde for the GCSE course we were  
fascinated to hear about Dracula, a text of the same genre. We 
heard a detailed description of the novel and how the writer, Bram 
Stoker, used the personality of infamous Vlad the Impaler to create 
the character of Dracula. 

The talk finished with a hilarious quiz, which included audience 
volunteers. One was cast as Dracula and the other as Van Helsing 
(both characters from the novel Dracula) and, equipped with wigs, a 
cloak and a wooden stake, they answered questions to do with the 
presentation. The ‘sudden death’ round consisted of a competition 
for the best character impression, with Van Helsing shouting at   
Dracula, and Dracula’s famous laugh performed by another       
representative from the audience. 

We learned a lot about different interpretations of novels, and how we could incorporate these ideas 
into our exam answers. Hussey also encouraged us to read other texts of the same genre, such as 
Jekyll and Hyde, and in particular the short stories written by R.L.Stevenson.  

Thank you so much to William Hussey for a fantastic and spine-tingling talk! Annabel Grant Yr11 

History of Horror 
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GCS STEM Successes 
Last July a team of Yr9 girls - Anna Mitchell, Rachel Doran, Emily Wolfenden, Isla Skelton and 
Dominique Drage - impressed the judges at the South East Regional Finals of the Big Bang 
Competition with their project entitled ‘Vitamins and Minerals from Recycled Food’. This led to 
them being invited to take part in the final of the biggest STEM competition in the UK, at the 
NEC in Birmingham from 13th-15th March 2018 
Their idea was to make vitamin and mineral tablets from waste food such as orange peel and egg 
shells which could then be used to combat malnutrition in developing countries. The girls’ passion for 
their project was obvious to everyone who spoke to them: judges, visitors and fellow competitors 
alike. They felt their project was particularly poignant, as malnutrition can account for around 22,000 
deaths across the world on a daily basis and this was the number of visitors attending the           
Birmingham Big Bang Fair each day. 
The girls’ commitment and effort was rewarded when, after a rigorous judging process, they were     
announced winners of the UK Junior Scientist of the Year Award and shortlisted in the last five     
running for UK Scientist of the Year Award - competing across all year groups Yr7–13. The girls were 
also recognised by BAE Systems, who gave them their special award for Inspired Work.  
The whole team displayed fantastic scientific thinking and presentation skills throughout the        
competition. 
Congratulations ! 

At STEM Club, every Thursday after 

school , we are committed to     

working in the fields of Science, 

Technology, Engineering and 

Maths . We are united and inspired 

by the motto ‘Dominus Animo’ which 

means master-mind.  

The ‘CanSat’ Project, which we are 

working on at the moment, enables 

us to use our own knowledge, as 

well as gain understanding from the 

professionals at BAE systems. The 

mission for our ‘CanSat’ is to     

determine the habitability of      

unknown planets by measuring air 

temperature, air pressure and   

natural gases in the atmosphere. 

This challenge allows us to        

program, solder and assemble  

Arduino circuit boards to help us 

acquire skills in addition to those 

included in the National Curriculum. 

The project culminates in a trip to 

York where the National STEM 

Learning Centre is situated. Here, 

we will test our creation and receive 

telemetry of 

York’s vicinity,      

showing,    

hopefully, the     

success of our  

design and 

dedication.         
Ads Cieslik 10T 
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The Big Bang Fair UK 

A few weeks ago, a group of Yr11 
girls attended the Women of the 
World Festival on the South Bank. 
This was something we’d all spent weeks excited 
about and none of us were disappointed. We  
arrived, t shirts emblazoned with captions like 
“revolutionary”, ready to take on the festival! As 
soon as we entered the South Bank Centre, and 
were faced with several other bands of girls from 
different schools, we felt the unity, bringing women 
together in such a way. We all started off as 
strangers, wary of each other in typical teenage 
tradition, but once we did a dance warm up and 
competed to see who could screech their name the 
loudest, we all felt a new sense of solidarity.  
Our first workshop revolved around the work of the 
Fawcett Society through the ages and included the 
peaceful protests of the Suffragists. We also played 
lots of games to get to know each other, and the 
new familiarity allowed us to start discussions about 
instances of sexism or gender bias that we     
experience or witness on a day to day basis. The 
diversity of the group introduced us to the different 
ways specific  backgrounds and cultures respond to 
issues of gender, something which I can’t stress the 
importance of enough. In Guildford, it’s rare to have 
an opportunity to learn more about the experiences 
of people from different backgrounds; we were 
really grateful that the festival provided us with 
more opportunities and insight on this front 
Our second workshop involved song writing and 

self-expression, to reinforce the importance of not letting society 
limit what we see as our potential. We brainstormed ideas about 
what we felt society expected and  demanded women to be like, 
and included phrases like “perfect” and “less than we are”. We 
then translated these into a song about breaking down        
boundaries and rejecting outdated expectations  -  this was 
empowering for many in the room.  
Finally, we sat and ate our lunch watching a concert performed 
by a young woman and her band. There was also free fruit which 
was a big plus.  
The day came to a climax with the entrance of a surprise guest: 
Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London. He was met with lots of cheering 
and excitement and endless selfie requests, before settling to 
deliver his speech. He told us he was a proud feminist  -     
something extremely refreshing to hear from a man in power  -  
and unveiled many plans, including continuing to combat the 
wage gap and most notably, to build a new statue in Parliament 
square. This will be the first ever statue of a woman to stand 
there, and also the first ever statue there designed by a woman.  
Leaving the day, we each felt a new sense of confidence in 
ourselves and our femininity; we were ready to take on anything. 
It really showed us the importance of standing together, raising 
each other up and not settling for anything less than equality. We 
recognised that it’s our responsibility to carry on the work of great 
women and men who have gone before us, who helped us to get 
to the place of privilege many of us are in today. But there is still 
work to be done, especially for those less lucky than the students 
at County, and the Women of the World Festival inspired us to 
go out and do it. Thank you especially to Ms Simmonds, who 
made the day happen.          Bethan Draycott Yr11 
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Feb 20th, 21st and 23rd saw the 

Drama Department's Lower School 
production of Roald Dahl's 'The 

Witches' take place in the Main Hall.  
As always with our drama          

productions, we had huge numbers 
audition, and it was lovely to have 

over  forty Yr7-9s take the stage, some appearing for 
the first time in a County production. Mr Bramwells 

and I were totally amazed throughout the entire 
rehearsal period at just how fantastic the cast were - 

organised, attended all rehearsals, remembered 
direction, and I think learned their lines earlier than 
any cast I have worked with before! It all made for a 

very fun and stress free rehearsal period. 
And the results on stage were clear to see. The hour 

long show was funny, silly and highly entertaining 
throughout.  

We had such positive feedback from all the audience, including    
students, parents and teachers. Everyone loved the energy and focus 

from the students, and were very impressed at the the high standard of 
acting. Ben Wood as The Boy was a total superstar to perform even 
when unwell (and do an amazing job), but everyone else in the cast 

was fantastic as well. 
Well done to you all (and our Year 10 lighting, sound and stage    

management crew) - here's to the next show! 
Mrs Ammar 

Ben Wood giving a 
spell binding         

performance as     
The Boy                    

in  

Roald Dahl’s  

‘The Witches’ 

GCSE Drama Trip to RSC Stratford 
The idea behind the trip to the RSC was  to aid us in writing our Live Theatre Evaluation.  

As we arrived in Stratford, I was immediately struck by the medieval architecture and cosiness 
of the town and, after a little free time to explore, we joined up again to watch the RSC's  

performance of 'Twelfth Night'. Our seats were all in the Upper Circle, which was amazing, as 
the view was unobstructed; we could see everything from high above the stage. 

The set was breath-taking, with massive moving parts and beautiful props. The costumes 
were exquisite too, all creating an amazing atmosphere. I had a pre-conceived notion that the 
play might not interest me as much as other plays, but I was proven wrong. The humour was 
smart and engaging, the long Shakespearian words were understandable and the chemistry 

between the actors was truly special.  

I would absolutely go again, and would recommend it highly. 

After spending the night in YHA 
Stratford-Upon-Avon we drove 

back to the theatre the next 
morning to complete a RSC-led 

workshop and a Backstage 
Tour of the theatre buildings. In 
the workshop we talked about 
the rehearsal process behind 
the production we had seen, 

and discussed the characters in 
Twelfth Night. I think it helped 
everyone understand the play 
slightly better. The tour was 
also incredible, learning a lot 

about the different design 
elements which go into a  
production: the costumes, 

props, set, lighting, sound and 
understanding the backstage 
layout of both theatres. We all 
left Stratford with a lot more 

knowledge which should   
hopefully help us in our exams.  

What a brilliant experience the 
Stratford Trip was! I would 

recommend it to anyone who 
has the chance. 

Daria Daniluk 10W 

2018 RSC cast of Twelfth 

Night take to the Thrust 

Stage in Stratford 

At the last Foreign Film Society 
screening, I enjoyed the            
Portuguese film, 'The Second 
Mother'. The roller coaster of   
emotions experienced by both 
mothers was portrayed through a 
simple story in a light hearted, but 
touching manner.  
The variety of  films I have watched 
during my year or so of attending 
the GCS Foreign Film Society has 
had an impact on me, always    
leaving me with food for thought; 
hearing them in a foreign          
language is never an issue either, 
as all are subtitled. To enjoy these 
showings in the comfortable new 
venue of the Sixth Form Common 
Room, free of charge, is a bonus, 
and there are snacks and drinks     
available for a small monetary   
donation. Different people attend  
too - students, parents, staff and 
members of the wider community. 
No need to sign up to all films - you 
can just pick and choose what you 
fancy! So what are you waiting 
for? Why not join us and see what 
you are missing! 
Rachel Triggs, Parent 
 

Email cam@guildfordcounty.co.uk 
for further information / schedule. 
 

We are also soon to be launching     
loyalty lapel badges, kindly funded by 
Friends of GCS, to acknowledge    
students who are both developing their 
language skills, as well as a healthy 
growth mindset.                                
Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 

Foreign Films 
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Before - the process 

Our Journey to the Barricade 

GCS Les Miserables July 2017 -  March 2018 

The Cast, the        
Orchestra and the 
Production Team  -  all 
of us together  -  
produced a musical 
and acting            
phenomenon. The 
memories will stay 
with me forever.  
‘Gavroche’  
aka Luca Woodruff Yr7  

My experience in the GCS School 
Production of Les Miserables is 
something I’ll never forget. At first - 
being cast as Gavroche - I came to 
rehearsals feeling nervous and  

unsure of myself, but after a while, with the support of the rest of the cast, I felt confident. I looked up to a lot of 
the older actors and actresses because of their ability to forget their nerves and just be their character. I wanted 
to have that skill. Act 2 was my favourite part of the show. I felt that it just had so much more significance and 
more action too, as we had props such as muskets and were also performing on the barricade. Unfortunately, 
Gavroche didn’t get a gun, but I really enjoyed playing out the confident and annoying part of my character when 
(as a Yr7) I got to confront Inspector Javert (played by Josh Green in Yr13).             

Wow! What a show! Being part of the production of Les       
Miserables has been an amazing privilege. Watching its rise 
from early rehearsal ‘sing-throughs’ to a detailed piece of    
theatrical art, has been astonishing and extremely enjoyable. 
The feeling after such a show, as a member of the cast, is 
mixed. On one hand I am pleased that it went so well, however 
a large portion of my heart and mind wants to keep performing it 
over and over again. There are so many key individuals who 
made the production such a success that I couldn’t possibly 
mention them all, but I can say that I really am proud to be part 
of Guildford County School, when so many actors, musicians 
and staff work together and support each other to create what 
we did. ‘Javert’ aka Josh Green Yr13 

After - the final piece 
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Performance photography by kind permission of James Anthony - Exhibition of Images 17 April ‘18 - details to follow 

For my money, the best seats in the house are in the orchestra pit. There we were not only deeply familiar with 
each sforzando in the recitative bars of the score, but also understood the whole flow of Les Mis:  we lived and 
breathed it during performance week! What I enjoyed most about playing horn in the orchestra was that 
it allowed me to be a central figure in the action of the story without being in the limelight on stage: I loved  
supporting my friends with my chords and countermelodies, hearing their solos as well as the orchestra's   
beautiful, lesser-known melodies, and sharing in the audience's reactions to the show - both the intimate and the 
ribald.  
In the orchestra, we're privileged to share in the creation of these moments alongside the actors; at times the 
divide between onstage/offstage can seem completely artificial - this for me, in particular, when I shared a C 
sharp at the same pitch as Jean Valjean at the end of 'Bring Him Home'. I can't accurately express the       
adrenaline rush and shivers of goosebumps which flooded through me during 'Do You Hear the People Sing?' 
and 'One Day More', or as I played my octave glissandi, caught up in the music's fray. At those points, I felt 
there to be something primal about both the horn and the voice in performance. Matthew Doran Yr12, French Horn 

‘We were moved by the ability and maturity of the young singers and musicians, and count ourselves as having 
been lucky to represent the Trustees of the Angus Allnatt Charitable Foundation on this occasion’ 

‘Truly awe-inspiring!’ 

Grandparent 
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On Friday the 9th of Feb, the 2018 GCS Ski party embarked on a 24-hour coach journey to Bormio, more fondly known as the resort for ‘vertical fun’. This potentially painful 
excursion was actually made enjoyable by our two wonderful coach drivers; watching the full 3 hours of Les Miserables (with many excited cast members on board); and,    
unforgettably, having many renditions of the Proclaimers’ 500 miles, as we finally approached the stunning Lake Como. After reaching the picturesque resort of Bormio and 
settling into our ski-in-and-out hotel at 2000m, surrounded by snow, the excitement for the week ahead prevailed any fatigue.  
All four groups of varying abilities enjoyed 6 days of challenging and entertaining skiing – attempting the jumps, rails and boxes in the brand new snow park and skiing from the 
very peak at 3000m all the way to the town of Bormio; a challenge approached with confidence after a week of skiing with fantastic instructors. On top of 5 hours of skiing every 
day, we were also entertained by evening events such as a mock court, bingo, quiz night and many parties!  
The final day left everyone sad that the trip was coming to an end, but spirits were lifted by scorching sunshine and fresh powder on the slopes. Every group was delighted by 
such perfect conditions to end an unforgettable trip. Full of pizza, pasta and chips, the GCS party returned with many fond memories, all looking forward to next year; bring on Ski 
Trip 2019!  
Many thanks to the amazing teachers for ensuring that the trip ran as smoothly as it did, and for making it so enjoyable!  Molly Gaff Yr12 

GCS Hits the Piste 
Bormio 2018 

District Netball Champions  - Yr8 Retain their Title 
The Year 8 Netball squad competed in the District Tournament in March and, impressively,    
managed to retain their title from being Yr7 Champions. After a rocky start and playing a little 
below par, they lost against Broadwater, but subsequently managed wins against Woolmer Hill, 

St Peters, George Abbot, Howard and held a draw to               
Rodborough.     

In the Semi’s they played Howard again; County took a good lead, 
turning over the ball from their Centre and came out victorious. 

So then it was into the Final and Broadwater again! With a much 
more focused approach the team scored from every Centre Pass 
and kept equal with Broadwater. After extra time, they took a great     
interception from their Centre, gaining the advantage and scoring 
GCS end. They then kept focused, maintained possession and 
won the game 6-5. This was a magnificent achievement for the 
squad and we would like to say a big thank you to all the girls who 
have continued to show great commitment to training, throughout a 
busy season and school year.  

Well done and congratulations to the whole squad: Martha Tizard, Hannah Doran, Ottilie Farley, 
Martha Coles, Ruby Garfield, Ellie Bittner & Isabelle Tear Miss Beaumont and Mrs Kirby.   

Celebrating Successes in Sport and Music 
 

Congratulations to  

Matthew Doran Yr12,  

who has recently achieved  

Grade 8 with Distinction  

in French Horn 

Dates for the Diary: 

 

Thu 29 Mar Easter Holidays 

Mon 16 Apr Summer Term begins 

Tue 17 Apr Photographic Exhibition 4-6pm 

Wed 18 Apr Yr6 Transition Evening 

Thu 19 Apr Foreign Film Society 

Wed 09 May KS3 Concert 

Fri 11 May Yr11 Leavers Day & Prom 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6th Stuart 

5th Windsor 

4th Hanover 

3rd York 

2nd Lancaster 

1st Tudor 

W
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Urnfield 

Wodeland 

Alternative House Events 

included Scrabble 
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Friends of GCS 

Focus on Fundraisng  

 Our Friends need YOU! 
Would you like to make a real difference to students at Guildford County? Why not join our fabulous Friends committee? This 
small and dynamic group is responsible for achieving over £20,000 of income for equipment purchase to benefit our students 
in 2016/2017 - making a meaningful difference to students lives. We are looking for two lovely people to fulfil these roles: 

Volunteer Co-ordinator  

Chair of the Friends 

Karen Telfer kindly and ably handles both roles at present. By separating these two roles, we're ensuring neither is too      
burdensome, even if you can only dedicate a few hours each month. Please get in touch should you have any questions 
about what’s involved, or if you'd like to express your interest (email gcsfriends@guildfordcounty.co.uk ).  

Without volunteers, we will be unable to run our Friends fundraising and community events so effectively, which add so much 
fun (and funding!) to our warm community. So please come forward – thank you! 

 Sports Hall Appeal Update 
‘Well done to Lynne Egan and the Howsons 
for running Surrey Half races this March in 
aid of our Sports Hall Appeal – you are 
stars! We’re now fast approaching our    
second fundraising hurdle for our Sports 
Hall Appeal - help us leap over our £20,000 
milestone by donating on our BTMyDonate 
website today here (link is https://
mydonate.bt.com/charities/
guildfordcountyschool ). What sponsored 
challenge might you take on to get us a step 
closer to the finish line? It’s easy to create 
your own fundraising page on our        
BTMyDonate site. All power to you - thank 
you for your support!’ 

This girl can:  
 

Clubbercise  
comes to  

Guildford County 

Friday 20th April 

 8-8.45pm  

Fancy trying an exercise 
class that brings your 
NIGHT OUT to your 

WORK OUT, burning up 
to 500 calories in 45 

mins?  
Gina is kindly running a 
taster Clubbercise class 
at GCS, all in aid of our 
Sports Hall Appeal. It’s 

£5 per person - all    
parents and sixth formers 

are welcome - and you 
can just turn up on the 

night. The class is held in 
a darkened room (our Old 

Gym) with disco lights, 
using glow sticks... so 

you can dance to all your 
favourite 90s to present 
day club classics, and 

glow in the dark! Please 
bring your friends and 
support a good cause 

while having fun dancing 
and exercising. Neon 

bright sportswear a must! 

Calling all Year 13 leavers!  
As your last school day is nearly in sight, Year 13s, you are now warmly welcomed to Guildford County 
School’s illustrious alumni organisation. Every school leaver is automatically a member (it’s free) – but our 
alumni organisation will only contact you after you’ve left Guildford County School with your consent. To stay 
in touch and receive alumni updates (about reunions, alumni and school news - sent 2 or 3 times a year by 
email), please click here (link is http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/188/join-our-alumni ) to register. Keep in 
touch! 

Funk Night fever 
Excitement is already building for our Funk Night on 12th May - tickets will be on sale from 16th April at £30 
each, all in aid of our Sports Hall Appeal – so start planning your table! We’re collecting donations for our Funk 
Night Silent Auction and raffle now – lovely gifts in kind, unique experiences, tickets, vouchers all welcome - 
please donate generously and ask local businesses to support us. Any gifts or donations should be given in at 
the Main Reception labelled ‘Funk Night’ – thank you. If you know of a company who may be willing to     

match-sponsor the evening or part of it, please get in touch cdrake@guildfordcounty.co.uk  

mailto:gcsfriends@guildfordcounty.co.uk
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
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http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/188/join-our-alumni
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