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April 2018 

What makes a 
great teacher?  

 

Teaching is one of the most 
complicated jobs today. 
Fact! It demands knowledge 
of subject matter, curriculum 
and standards; enthusiasm, 
a caring attitude, and a love 
of learning; knowledge of 
discipline and classroom 
management techniques; 
and a desire to make a   
difference in the lives of 
young people.  
Study after study shows that 
teachers can make a       
positive difference to how 
well children do at school 
and suggest that ‘the single 
most important factor,      
determining the quality of 
education a child receives, 
is the quality of the teacher ’. 
(Barber & Mourshed, 2007).  
Unfortunately, not all   
teachers do make a positive 
difference and the reality is 
that some are far more   
effective than others. Why? 
A respectable answer to this 
may be that effective    
teachers adopt certain 
teaching strategies.        
However, simply forcing all 
teachers in a school to 
adopt specific teaching    
strategies will not change 
the fact that some continue 
to have more impact on  
students than others.  
We are fortunate at County 
to have teachers who do 
make a positive difference, 
who are massively effective, 

and who do have a huge 
impact on students.  
So, what are the             
characteristics of such great 
teachers? 
A well-respected             
educationalist, John Hattie, 
believes that the best  
teachers are passionate 
people. They love being a 
teacher and love what they 
teach; they love the       
challenge of helping         
individuals learn and their 
passion is contagious; they 
share with their students 
their love of learning.  
Every day at work I see that 
passion - the passion that 
provides the energy to 
teach. It stops us from     
giving up when things get 
hard and motivates us to 
develop; we strive to find  
ways to improve our craft, 
no matter how good we   
already are.  
Great teachers care about 
their students. They       
genuinely care.  
When I walk into County, it 
feels warm and respectful.      
Students and staff greet 
each other in the morning, 
teachers ask pupils about 
things going on in their lives, 
and they offer support when 
there is need. But I also see 
‘tough love’ – believing in 
students enough to         
challenge them to excel. As 
a result, in the classrooms, I 
see students believing in 
their own ability to learn; 
students who respond well 
to constructive               
feedback; and students who 

are not afraid of having a go 
or making mistakes.  
Goethe said ‘If I treat you as 
though you are what you are 
capable of becoming, I help 
you become that’ 
Great teachers expect all of 
their students to work hard 
and to learn.  
At County we acknowledge 
that our students are at     
different stages and have   
varying levels of ability.    
However, we believe that all 
of our students should make 
real progress every year.  
Great teachers expect every 
one of their students to work 
hard and achieve things that 
they haven’t mastered before. 
Belief in their students leads 
these teachers to challenge 
their high achievers; it also 
leads them to challenge    
students who struggle.  
But it is not just about what 
the teachers do; it is also 
about our students - how they     
respond to what we, as  
teachers, do and how we do 
it. Just as we recognise that 
our relationship with each 
student is slightly different, 
and that our approach       
towards each is subtly unique, 
we are lucky that our students 
are also able to read          
situations and adapt their  
interactions accordingly. 
It is this emotional insight and 
intelligence from both staff 
and students alike, which 
makes teaching and learning 
at GCS such a win-win       
situation.  
 
Antonella Bosco Reid, Assistant Head 

 

I have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist 
and that there are as few as there are any other great   

artists. It might even be the greatest of the arts since the 
medium is the human mind and spirit. 

John Steinbeck 
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A huge thank you to our exiting Senior Team 2017/2018   
for your loyalty, passion and sheer hard work. 

Congratulations to our incoming team and good luck! 
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‘He nods, as if to acknowledge that endings are almost always a little 

sad, even when there is something to look forward to on the other side’  
Emily Giffin 

Coming together is the beginning. 

Keeping together is progress. 

Working together is success. 
Henry Ford 

Head Boy: Luca Crosta   Head Girl: Amber Payne 

Deputy Head Boy: Matthew Doran  Deputy Head Girl: Zoe Milner 

Deputy Head Boy: Luca Mohamed  Deputy Head Girl: Molly Gaff 

Music Ambassador: Luca Mohamed  Music Ambassador: Lucy Kerby 

Stuart Captain: Alfie Reeves   Stuart Vice: Chloe Crooke 

Windsor Captain: Mishka Hollander  Windsor Vice: Nelson Pryer 

Tudor Captain: Ben Sambrook  Tudor Vice: Olivia Giles 

Hanover Captain: Jo Jo Akagwu  Hanover Vice: Amy Heaphy 

York Captain: Connor Tidy   York Vice: Rebekah Harrington 

Lancaster Captain: Josh Francis  Lancaster Vice: Sophie Haines-McDonald 

Hello! I’m Luca and I’m your new 

Head Boy! 

I remember, when choosing schools 
in Yr6, feeling that George Abbott 
was like drinking a glass of water, St 
Peter’s didn’t have the right soul for 
me, and County felt like eating a 
piece of chocolate cake. That feeling 
has stayed with me the whole way 
through. It’s still a pleasure, a     
comfort and something I look forward 

to.  

From my very first day at County I 
had the mind-set to get involved in 
pretty much everything I could.  I 
watched how the Sixth Formers 
nurtured and encouraged the    
younger years in their House and I 
too wanted to compete for my House. 
Even if I had never sung, played an 
instrument or been involved in certain 
sports before, everything was made 
to feel possible. I can definitely say 
that joining the Boys’ Choir and  
taking part in all the House          
competitions in Yr7, gave me the 
confidence to take part in the bigger 
events like District Sports, Les Mis, 
West Side Story, Glive concerts, to 

name just a few. 

I am privileged to be appointed as the 
Head Boy of this school and I am 
incredibly excited to be able to   
encourage others to get the best out 
of their time here. I very much look 
forward to the questions I may bump 
into in the court yard, and meeting 
even more of you in person! 
   Luca Crosta 

 

I’m Amber and I’m incredibly   
excited to be appointed Head Girl. 
For the last five and a half years, I 
have attended County and I can 
honestly say I could not have gone 
to a better school. I remember 
arriving as a small Yr7 and being 
quite nervous and shy.  Little did I 
know that County would give me 
so many incredible experiences.  
Personally, music has played a 
huge role at school, giving me the 
opportunity to perform in an array 
of ensembles and choirs, from 
Schola to Funk, as well as the 
recent production of Les Mis, 
which inspired to me to consider 
music as a career. I study Music, 
Spanish and French at A Level 
and am really enjoying them all.  
Having looked up to the Sixth 
Formers and the Senior Team 
when I was in the lower school, it is 
such an amazing honour to be 
appointed Head Girl. I look forward 
to working with everyone at County 
to make it an even better place. 
Feel free to talk to me about   
anything!         Amber Payne 

Head Boy 

and  

Head Girl 

2018/19 
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What a great year it has 
been for Stuart House!  

Stuart House’s theme for this year was 
‘Taking Part, Responsibility and       
Positivity’ and over the course of the 
year I have been impressed at how the 
pupils in Stuart House have shown 
dedication and motivation, both in     
lessons and within the wider life of the 
school.  I have been amazed at the 
pupils’ desire to take part in House 
Events, whether it be House Drama, 
Public Speaking or House Sports.         

I am also impressed by their leadership skills and how supportive the pupils are of one another.  
They always show willing, taking part in a variety of events, and stepping outside their comfort 
zone by trying something new.  The pupils have taken responsibility in different ways; the Yr11 
mentors supported Yr7’s in their transition to Guildford County and Yr8 buddies have also    
assisted Yr7s throughout the year.   

I have felt greatly supported in my first year as Head of Stuart House, especially by my         
Assistant Head of House - Mrs Brooks, Stuart House Captain- Emma Dutton and Vice House 
Captain- Joe Hendy.  I would like to formally thank Emma and Joe for their dedication to Stuart 
House and hard-work over the course of the past year.  They have been great role models for 
the whole of Stuart House and they have been exemplary students in leading House Events 
and supporting Stuart House pupils. Always with a smile on their face they continued to         
take all tasks and House events in their stride, despite perhaps feeling saddened by some 
losses.  However, Stuart House had a great end to the year with a win in the House Quiz and 
House Public Speaking; this was down to the time and effort given by both the House Captains 
and the pupils involved. I wish Emma and Joe all the best in their upcoming A Level exams, 
and in their future plans and endeavours. 

As we move into the new House year 2018/19 (running from April to April), we have recently 
elected new House and Vice House Captains. I would like to congratulate Alfie Reeves on his 
new role as Stuart House Captain and Chloe Crooke as Vice. I am sure they will be fantastic in 
these roles and I am looking forward to working with them this year. 

Helena Rejman, Head of Stuart House 
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Chess Extravaganza 

Awaiting the arrival of GCS Alumnus, Blair Connell 

We thought the strength in depth was good this year, but 
it seems that GCS chess players still have a little way to 
go to match ex-pupil Blair Connell, (left in 1994) who 
returned a couple of weeks ago to treat us to a         
simultaneous game demonstration.  

It was standing room only in B9, as Blair 
played 20 games at once, versus the best of 
County. Blair had 3 seconds thinking time for 
each move, versus 1 minute each move for 
the students, but, despite the odds being well 
against him, he managed to whittle down the 
opponents one by one until only 5 remained.  

Bo Beynon, Danny Yuan, Joe Lockhart, Matt Robertson 
and Harry Taylor were the only students not ‘sent home 
crying’ in the first half an hour or so! Blair then exploited 
every tiny chink to prise them apart and it looked like we 
might get our only consolation point from Harry, but you 
don’t grow old without growing crafty. Blair eventually 
produced some magnificent manoeuvring to trick Harry 
into a forced stalemate. So this one was drawn and the 
final score was Blair 19.5 County 0.5. The real result was 
an amazing exhibition, during which Blair treated all of the 
players to some useful tips. Thank you to all who took 
part, rose to the challenge and lived to tell the tale! 
   Steve Winder, Mathematics 



 

 

As an English teacher, I have 
the privilege of reading,      
studying and teaching texts 
from a variety of periods, from 
Anglo-Saxon poetry to new 
prose fiction. The differences 
between these texts are often 
striking, especially in the    
language that is used.        
However, although that might 
be the first thing students   
notice, once they are able to 
get past the language, much 
more striking are the           
similarities.  Because, no     
matter the time period, people 
(and therefore writers) are  
always grappling with the same 
human struggles and joys.  As 
an example, reading the     
Anglo-Saxon poem, Beowulf, 
it’s hard not to be struck by the 
parallels with any modern    
post-apocalyptic or dystopian 
text: Beowulf is a poem that       
explores the way we live in a 
society and the worries this 
brings with it. 

Literature allows us access to that wider historical view, so when we are told that the world is going to hell in a handcart, as 
long as we’ve read enough, we’re able to find solace in the fact that, since the beginning of people recording their thoughts in 
writing, they’ve felt the same thing.  And yet, we haven’t reached hell yet. 

It was with this in mind that, in a recent assembly, we looked at pronouncements of impending doom and how this can make us 
feel.  We looked at stories of world food shortages and famine, of the rise in fanaticism and global terror, of the refugee crisis, 
of nuclear war, and, of course, at issues around climate change and other environmental concerns.  We also reflected on how 
young people are presented in such a negative light by the media: either as anti-social anarchists, hell-bent on causing chaos 
and destruction; or as narcissistic drones who can’t take their eyes off social media.  We asked the depressing question: if the 
world’s heading towards disaster, and young people are a waste of space, then what’s the point? 

The answer, of course, is that the world might not be heading towards disaster at quite the rate that the media may sometimes 
lead us to believe, and that the young people we know in our school are nothing like the representations of youth in the public 
consciousness. 

We looked at some data.  Data which showed us that 83% of the world’s population now receives the equivalent of a primary 
school education, up from 50% since 1980.  Data which showed us that less than 10% of the world’s population lives in abject 
poverty, down from around 50% in 1980.  Data which showed us that, far from the world being a more dangerous place to live 
now, the world has never been less violent.  Data which showed us that, of the approximate 35 million deaths that occur in the 
world each year as a result of factors other than aging, only around half-a-million are due to violence, whether that be murder, 
war or terrorism.  And yet, where does the media (and some politicians) focus our attention? 

We also looked at some data which tells us that our young people are not a waste of space.  That globally, IQs are on the up, 
and that each generation is getting smarter than the last. 

So perhaps the world isn’t such a bad place to live?  When you study the facts, in most areas, the world is a better place than it 
was a generation ago, and looks set to continue to become a better place.  That’s not to say that it’s perfect, or that it’s       
acceptable for even one person to die from a preventable cause, or that we should be complacent.  But when it sometimes 
feels as if the world is going to end, it’s important to be mindful that data suggests otherwise. 

Of course, there are areas of genuine and real concern. The rise of populist politics, the environment, growing wealth          
inequality, and the challenges of dealing with new technologies.  These are all things that we should be aware of, and that we 
should focus our energy and resources on trying to tackle.  They are challenges to be overcome though, and not unstoppable 
forces that will inexorably lead to our demise. 

To illustrate this point, in the assembly, we looked at some pronouncements from the early 1900s that, because of rising     
populations in cities like London and New York, and the number of horses that those extra people brought with them, cities 
would soon become unliveable, drowned under mounds of equine detritus.  Less than a generation later, those                    
pronouncements evaporated, as the rise of new technologies – specifically advances in the internal-combustion engine – 
meant that cars replaced horses, and the detritus disappeared. 

Being a teacher is the best job in the world for a variety of reasons, but chief among them is that it guarantees your              
optimism.  We may face challenges in the world, but we’re in the privileged position of being surrounded by the future          
scientists, mathematicians, artists, writers, academics and all-round good citizens that will find the right solutions to those   
challenges.  Those Anglo-Saxons in Beowulf survived the monstrous Grendel, and our students will make sure we defeat the 
monsters that we face, too.                           Jack Houghton, Director of English 

Progress, Privilege and Responsibility 

Lessons from the Anglo-Saxon poem, ‘Beowolf’ 
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Learning about the ways in 

which people used The 

Wey in times gone by. 

 

 

Taking time to ponder 

and sketch local fluvial 

features. 

 

 

Year 8 Geographers enjoy a 

pleasant meander along the 

River Wey tow path. 

Please Help! 
 Earth Day, on Sunday 22 April, was dedicated to   

reducing the world’s plastic pollution, and on Friday 
27 April, our school Mufti Day is in aid of 4Ocean and 
THE OCEAN CLEANUP - both internationally           
recognised sea conservation charities.  
With plastic and ocean trash rising to overtake the 
population of marine and coral life in the seas, these 
charities help to play a vital part in tackling this   
problem. 
Being environmentalists and avid sea lovers, we 
know the issue is present, but we also know that it is 
not recognised greatly amongst the public, or       
reflected enough in the media.  
The ocean is a way of life for a large number of the 
earth’s population, not to mention home to           
thousands of species of marine life and coral; these 
are in constant threat from plastic pollution. 100    
million marine mammals are killed annually as a   
result of plastic pollution . The two charities which 
we have chosen for our Mufti Day are both greatly 
influential in helping the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
to rid themselves of trash, via beach clean ups and 
engineering schemes. We often take the sea’s       
importance for granted and don't stop to reflect how 
crucial it is for thousands of species, including our 
own.  
It is vital for students at our school and the families 
connected to this school to recognise the issue at 
hand and take action. Joe Lubeck and Dagmar Fredborg Yr11 

Before It’s Too Late 

Art for Impact … 
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After joining the school as MFL Trainee teachers in January, it has 

been wonderful to see how popular languages are at Guildford County, 

and the high profile that they have is epitomised by the Foreign Film 

Society. With films screening every month across all the different    

languages taught at the school, it really is a celebration of culture,   

language and diversity. Even if you do not speak the language, this is 

not a problem at all, as all of the films are subtitled.  

As well as being a fantastic opportunity for students to improve their 

language skills and become more engaged with the cultural aspects of 

their language, it is also open to parents and members of the wider 

community, such as university students, which is one of the biggest 

positives of the society.  

The most recent screening was ‘Ocho Apellidos Vascos’, a              

light-hearted Spanish comedy that tells a love story set amidst         

tensions between Spain and the Basque region, all explored through a 

hilarious sequence of farcical events. It provided a very interesting  

insight into the political history of Spain, but did so in an extremely   

accessible and amusing way.  

We both feel that the Foreign Film Society is an enormously positive 

part of school life at GCS, and is something completely different , 

providing a great social opportunity, as well as giving members greater 

exposure to different languages, perspectives and cultures. It would be 

lovely to see more students take advantage of this wonderful          

opportunity which is right on their doorstep! For more info on how to 

get involved, please email cam@guildfordcounty.co.uk. 
Paddy Cahill and Grace Thomson      MFL Trainee Teachers 

 

Foreign Films 

Next showing …. 

‘The Diving Bell and the Butterfly’ 

Why is The Diving Bell and the Butterfly so successful? 

  

A French language film picking up four Oscar nominations is remarkable! 
 

The work of an American director who insisted on             
authenticity, so made the film in France and in French …. 

 

Join us on Thursday May 17th @ 19:00 

Sixth Form Common Room 

Despite the relegation of speaking and listening 
to the status of a mere ‘accreditation’, counting 
for nothing in the new GCSE English Language, 
at County we have long held the belief that  
verbal communication is one of the life skills that 
we all need to learn. Hence, we have promoted 
public speaking through participation in external 
competitions, as well as running our own annual 
House Public Speaking Competition. This year’s 
competition came hard on the heels of our very 
own Nick Brown appearing at the Oxford Union, 
in front of global politicians and policy makers. 
We were very grateful to Henry Wiggins, our 
adjudicator, who gave up a day of his holiday to 
come and judge our three competitions. The day 
began with the intermediate group of Year 8 and 
9. As usual we were treated to a range of 
speeches, from critiques of the British Education 
system and immigration, to the thorny question 
of the presence or not of souls in people with   
ginger hair. All the speakers gave impassioned 
and lively speeches and we look forward to 
working with some of them next year when we 
compete once more in the ESU Public Speaking            
Competition. 
Next to take to the stage were the Year 7    
speakers. It is truly astonishing to consider that, 
despite their tender years, these 11 and 12 year 
olds have such confidence and presence. I am 
sure some of them will end up emulating the 
likes of Nick Brown when they are older. Again 
there were some weighty topics including a 
consideration of the role of the monarchy and 
whether or not young people should have the 
vote. On the evidence of today, I would give a 
resounding ‘Yes’ to this latter proposal. 
As always, the highlight of the day was provided 
by the Year 10/Sixth Form Competition in the 
afternoon. They did not fail to live up to their 
younger peers’ standard. We were treated to a 
mixture of the erudite with the emotional; wit and 
wisdom; controversy and challenge. In the end, 
our adjudicator was torn between the power of 
Matthew Doran’s argument on Brexit and Luca 
Crosta’s delightful talk about his father, and so 
the result was that we awarded two prizes for 
Best Speaker.  
And so another year of House competitions drew 
to a close. In a world where young people are 
often criticised for their inability to communicate 
properly, I would like to think GCS continues to 
demonstrate that, on the contrary, young people 
are very much able to produce coherent and 
cogent debate and that their interest in politics 
and current affairs is alive and well. 
Jane Doar, English Lead Practitioner 
 

Please take time to enjoy reading one of the 
winning speeches overleaf …... 

House Public 
Speaking 2018 

mailto:cam@guildfordcounty.co.uk
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 Empathy 
not 

Anger 

With anger we perpetuate the divides  

Over the Christmas holidays, I read 
Purple Hibiscus, written by the    
female Nigerian writer, Adichie. 
The novel is set in postcolonial  
Nigeria at the brink of a second 
civil war, following a succession of 
coups, and it centres on the moral 
and sexual awakening of a 15-year 
old girl called Kambili. Many critics 
have viewed Kambili’s story as a 
mirror to the adolescent Nigerian 
state: for example, she’s terrorized 
by her father, a violent Catholic 
patriarch, who is seen as an      
expression of former colonialism, 
whilst trying to discover her own 
identity 

Papa beats his wife, causing her to sustain multiple miscarriages; he hacks off the little finger of his son, for coming 
second in a First Communion test; and he pours boiling water over Kambili’s feet, for seeing her grandfather, an 
Igbo pastoralist. And yet in the figure of Papa, we see something noble, something we admire, something to love. 
It’s a testament to the greyness Adichie paints into each of her characters, that, rather than moralizing about right 
and wrong, we can instead empathize with even Papa. 

Politics is angry, always wanting to point blame and search for a black and white truth. But, in literature, Adichie 
has removed the anger, and she has replaced it with an empathy that allows the reader to understand the many 
sides to Nigeria’s political turbulence without ever passing comment. I’d just like to take a moment to allow you to 
consider how powerful that is. For me, it was a turning point in how I view literature and politics. But, sadly, in the 
last two years, politics has been all but saturated with anger, blame and discord, Brexit, perhaps the most divisive 
of all. 

And so, just to prove how poisonous anger can be to the politics, I’d like you to raise your hand if you have ever 
called a ‘leave’ voter stupid?  

Everybody has a right to be angry – and anger can be an incredibly inspirational tool, as we can see with young 
people and US gun protests – but I believe that angrily blaming leave voters is the most damaging thing that we 
can do as a country. I’m an ardent believer in the power and good of the EU, but we should never be smug at 
‘being on the right side’ of Brexit: Brexit is a sea of grey, and in it we have lost the empathy and appreciation of why 
people voted to leave. I want to attempt to fundamentally alter this acrimony, to illustrate just how damaging        
discounting 51.89% of voters as ‘stupid’ will be for our country.  

I’d like to start by defining Brexit as a response to the way the UK government handled deindustrialization. In the 
later 1950s, the UK shed its textiles, steel and shipbuilding industries to developing countries; by the 1980s, the last 
remnants of industrial strength, were lost when Thatcher closed down coal mines. To add to demographic change, 
the UK welcomed swathes of immigrants from the commonwealth; meanwhile, the exceptionalism of the British  
Empire faded. Unemployment and disenfranchisement, wrongly scapegoated on immigration, ripped through the 
social fabric of formerly industrial towns: this same anger is visible in both the miners’ strikes and the Brexit vote, 
one of the only outlets of political protest. Today, the majority of post-industrial towns stagnate, left behind by a  
governmental policy of prioritizing cities. A slew of problems from social care crises, to soaring obesity rates, to high 
antidepressant prescriptions accompany towns left behind, and we forget that 30% of children currently growing up 
in the UK live in poverty.  

I want to ask, is it surprising that the most deprived place in the UK, Tendring, was in the only constituency to elect 
a UKIP MP in 2015? Is it surprising that Brexit was a vote of anger when a threefold difference in average salary 
exists between Wales and London? Is it surprising that Boston was the highest leave-voting constituency, when, 
following mass immigration from Poland and Lithuania in 2004, its non-British population increased by four fold in 6 
years? 

We can understand Brexit as a vote of protestation to the government for its failures, about an apathy and disgust 
for a political elite. Brexit is so powerful, precisely because it is the voice of democracy, demanding radical change 
to the status quo. But if we – the adults of our Britain’s future – vote and lead with anger, we will never unite our 
broken country. It is telling of our government that Michael Gove banned Purple Hibiscus from the English GCSE 
syllabus. 

I don’t claim that my diagnosis of Brexit is full or even right. But it is food for thought. What’s important, however, is 
that I have removed my anger and blame from Brexit, and I can appreciate the other side with empathy. 

With anger, we will only perpetuate the divides of our country. With empathy we can fix them.                                
So, I want to ask you again, are Brexit-voters stupid?             Matthew Doran Yr12 
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Easter ... 
Easter is being with family 
It’s eating chocolate and having fun  
Easter is Christ dying for sin after sin  
Easter signifies the ending of Lent: 
A time for giving up 
But why? 
The pressure to succeed overpowers 
The thought scares you 
The paper haunts you.  
 
Easter is a time for celebration. 
A time for new life, both metaphorically and physically. 
Spring  
Desire to achieve 
To try and to trust. 
 
You are part of this family.  
Every day you help yourself on the road to greatness. 
You eat chocolate 
So, eat chocolate; let it fuel you for what is to come  

Easter… 
             
       Dan Kite Yr10 

We are delighted to welcome Lily into her      
official role of Writing Laureate: a role she will 
overlap with last year’s holder, Dan Kite, until 
Christmas. Between them, they will cover all 
seasons and events in the school calendar with 
humour and wit, keeping the newsletter well 
stocked with reports, anecdotes and poems. 
We look forward to seeing more from both of 
them. 

… and on the subject of creative writing club – 
it would be lovely to tempt a few more into our 
ranks. We eat cake, enter competitions and  
entertain each other with our ideas, all on a 
Wednesday lunchtime (1.10 – 1.45) in A34. 
See Mrs Swaisland for details. 

My name is Lily and I’m the Writing       
Laureate for this coming year. I wanted 
to share a bit about myself: I love      
creative writing – it’s a great way to   
express emotions and let people      
explore your abilities and interests.  
Creative Writing Club is helping me  
improve my skills and letting me enjoy it 
at the same time. I also write for an online story site.  
It would be great to have some new faces at the Club - 
we have lots of fun and sometimes do competitions. 
Apart from writing, I am also a huge fan of cats and  
drama! Drama is exciting, as it can help you really bring 
a character to life by demonstrating the way they talk or 
the way they move. Acting out is a great way to help 
design characters too and build up a story line.  
I'm looking forward to a great year - I hope you can join 
us. 

 
Dates for the Diary: 

 

Wed 02 May May Music Lower School Concert 

Mon 07 May Bank Holiday 

Fri 11 May Yr11 Leavers Day & Prom 

Sat 12 May Funk Night 

Thu 17 May Foreign Film Society 

Fri 18 May Yr12 Study Leave Begins 

Sun 20 May Bike Challenge 

Fri 25 May Yr13 Leavers Assembly  

Fri 25 May Half Term begins 

 

 

 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Farewell and Thank You 
Janette Owen has stepped down as Chair of 
Governors after many years of dedicated 
service and she contributed significantly 
towards the life of the school. During this 
time, the school has become outstanding, 
converted to academy status, received £10 
million for building projects and reached 
the point of establishing a multi-academy 
trust. 
I will always be grateful for the personal 
and professional support she has given to 
me as Headteacher and would like to thank 
her on behalf of the whole school           
community.  
Sarah Wynde will be Acting Chair for the 
summer term.   Jack Mayhew, Headteacher 
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Friends of GCS 

These happy people helped serve 

food, drinks and clear up                     

at Quiz Night 

We had a fabulous evening of fun on 
March 23rd at our annual Quiz Night. 
Our quiz masters Andrew Burgess and 
Jes Moon kept everyone on their toes, 
with stimulating and entertaining       
questions. The highlight was the music 
round, which had everyone cheering, 
singing, dancing and doing the Conga 
around the room. Thanks to everyone for 

your enthusiasm and support.   

Special thanks to our fabulous helpers 
who made chilli and rice, served food and 
drinks, and set up, washed up and cleared 
up afterwards.  

Together we raised £750         
towards the                      

Sports Hall Appeal! 

If you missed Quiz Night this year, don’t worry – Funk Night is on the horizon and    
promises to be an unforgettable evening of music, dancing and laughter.  Please chat to 
your friends about your table and send in the ticket form (available overleaf, or on our 
website) as soon as possible. We try to group parents in the same year group together, 
if no specific table preferences are given. Let’s boost our Sports Hall Appeal and music 
equipment purchases by making this the best-supported Funk Night ever! F

u
n
k
 N

ig
h
t 

A little help for our Friends? 
Our Friends organisation is a dynamic team that raised over £20 000 in 
2016/2017 to buy equipment for the school – this makes a meaningful      
difference to the facilities and opportunities our students enjoy daily. We have 
built a cohesive committee with clearly defined roles and responsibilities   
The Friends work well together and there is a great sense of community spirit 
Thank you all very much. 

If you would like to be part of it, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

In particular, we are looking for a chair person, so if that sounds like       
something that you can and would like to do, please contact Karen Telfer at 
karenbtelfer@gmail.com . She would be      
delighted to hear from you.  Honestly, the time 
commitment is not that great! We have a      
separate new Volunteer Co-ordinator - Sarah de 
Little. So please step up and volunteer to lead 
our ‘Friends of GCS’ team of volunteers 
throughout our Sports Hall Appeal and wishlist 
fundraising in 2018/2019 – the year ahead is a 
pivotal one! Play your role in securing a sports 
hall to benefit the children of Guildford County 
School for generations to come.  

200 Club – winning numbers! 
Our latest 200 club winning numbers were drawn at the 
Quiz Night – here they are: 

Winning a first prize of £50: 193  

Winning a second prize of £25: 74 

Winning a third prize of £15: 94 

Well done to all prize recipients, who have been      
contacted directly with their winnings! 

Wish you’d had a chance to win while supporting GCS? 
Please contact gcsfriends@guildfordcounty.co.uk to 
reserve your favourite number and make payment. 
Thank you. 

Funk Night - 12th May – tickets on sale now! 

Little Lumpy Sportive Bike Challenge 20th May       
join our ‘County Chain Gang’ in riding to support       
our Sports Hall Appeal – contact                             
gcsfriends@guildfordcounty.co.uk for more details 

D
a
te

s
 

mailto:karenbtelfer@gmail.com
mailto:gcsfriends@guildfordcounty.co.uk
http://littlelumpy.co.uk/
mailto:gcsfriends@guildfordcounty.co.uk
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£3.9m 

target 

 

PORTS HALL APPEAL UPDATE 

Fantastic progress to report towards 

our new sports hub: we have won a         

substantial government grant towards 

the estimated £3.9m core building cost of 

a new sports hall, changing rooms,          

fitness suite and dance studio, for            

student and community use.  

We still have over £450 000 to raise 

this year to meet our ambition of          

building a new sports hall for student use 

in 2020. Let’s make it happen! 

Now is a critical time in securing 

this great facility for our students: 

please support us. Parent Lynn 

Egan and the Howson family have      

already stepped up to the challenge in 

2018, quite literally - see below! Please           

consider if you are able to fundraise for, 

or donate to, our Sports Hall Appeal, or 

know someone, a company or organisa-

tion who could help. All donations via 

Parentmail or BT MyDonate are        

commission-free and Gift-Aid-able!  

The last mile - just           

£450 000 away from a 

new sports hall! 

.................

 
Lynn Egan (pictured right), 

and Annalisa, Neve and 

Zack Howson (Neve and 

Jack pictured left) ran         

distances of the Surrey Half 

Marathon in aid of our GCS 

Sports Hall  Appeal this 

March. Lynn raised just over 

£250, and said. ‘It was a 

great experience and        

although I was a tad stiff  

afterwards, I am so pleased 

I did it. Photo taken just          

after the 7 mile mark!’ 

Neve and Zack Howson, 

who have raised over £175 

for our Sports Hall Appeal 

-  well done, the Howsons! 
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https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool
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JOIN #TEAMCOUNTY  

Check out our Appeal 

pages on the GCS 

website here! 

Do you know a business which would like to be involved?  

We’re aiming to raise £50 000 in the Guildford community through sponsorship, 

match-funding and in-kind support. Do you know a business keen to support a great local 

infrastructure project for the community, benefitting young people at an Outstanding school, with a 

frontage on one of the busiest commuter routes into Guildford? Get in touch! 

Does your company offer match-funding? 

To maximise the benefits of any donation for our students, 

we encourage every parent or carer considering a donation 

or support in-kind (helping at one of our fundraising events, 

for example) to check whether their employer also offers 

match funding. It could double the income to our Appeal! Our            

website (Friends section, under ‘Our School’) has more         

details and a shortlist of companies who offer match-funding here.   

Help us to deliver a step-change 

in sports provision for our           

students and community by: 

Donating via Parentmail, 

BTMyDonate (search for 

Guildford County School in the 

‘Charities’ section)  

Fundraising in aid of the 

Sports Hall - create your 

own event and fundraising page 

via the school’s BTMyDonate 

page - ask if you need any help 

Registering with                      

Easyfundraising.co.uk - to 

benefit GCS every time you shop 

online, at no cost to you 

Attending or supporting 

Funk Night on 12 May, our online auction (live from next week) or Little Lumpy 2018 on 20th May. 

Your support today will give us the best sporting chance. Thank you to all those who have donated to 

date! Any questions or offers? Please contact Claudia Drake (cdrake@guildfordcounty.co.uk).  

 

Members of the County Chain 

Gang who took on the 2017 Little 

Lumpy Sportive Bike Challenge 

...Join the County Chain Gang for 

Little Lumpy on 20th May 2018! 

 Ready to get down with 

our Funk Collective on 

May 12th? Funk Night  

tickets available now!! 

 

http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/193/match-funding
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool

