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May 2018 

I thought I would take this 
opportunity to briefly    
explain two innovations 
which we intend to      
introduce next term -   
aptly named C.A.R.E. 
and House Families. 
So … what does 
C.A.R.E. stand for at 
Guildford County School? 

‘C’ represents 
‘compassion’ and this is 
already evident in many 
of our students in the way 
they show kindness,   
caring and willingness to 
help others, both inside 
and outside the school.   
It may also include a 
deep awareness of, and 
sympathy towards, the 
suffering of others. It is a 
positive emotion, which 
quite simply means      
decency towards people. 
Giving to charity takes           
compassion.  All our    
students at some time in 
their life at Guildford 
County School will be, or 
are already, involved in 
doing exactly that.  

‘A’ stands for 
‘achievement’ and we all 
do things in our lives, at 
times, that might astound 
ourselves.  This could be 
something accomplished, 
perhaps by superior    
ability in Mathematics or 

Textiles or PE ...or it 
might be a heroic deed or 
act towards others.  
‘R’ represents ‘resilience’ 
and refers to an           
individual’s ability to 
adapt to stressful          
situations or crises.    
Emotional resilience    
requires self-awareness; 
resilient people are aware 
of situations that confront 
them and are in control of 
their emotional reactions 
and behaviour to those 
around them.  Our new 
Yr7 PHSE programme 
helps all students to    
become more resilient 
with their lives.   

‘E’ is for ‘empowerment’, 
referring to our measures  
implemented to increase 
the degree of autonomy 
and self-determination in 
all people in the Guildford 
County School           
Community. We offer 
many opportunities for 
students to both learn 
about empowerment and 
use it, enabling them to          
represent their interests 
and opinions in a         
responsible yet            
determined way. 
People also often ask me, 
‘What is this family feel 
around Guildford County 
School?’  I feel that      

understanding C.A.R.E. 
helps to answer this, but 
it is also our intention to 
introduce new        
‘House Families’ within 
our House System.  
These will be smaller 
groups of students in the 
same House who will be 
encouraged to get       
together in order to     
discuss the many issues 
of the day, help sort out 
teams for sports and   
other activities, and give 
everyone - particularly 
our new Yr7’s - an       
opportunity to get to 
know students in all year 
groups.  Each House will 
have approximately eight 
‘House Families’  This is 
yet another way in which 
we hope students will feel 
more comfortable at GCS 
- making more friends 
across the age ranges 
and getting to know more 
members within their own 
House.  
John Lewis,  

Head of Lower School  

 

 

 

Building House Families that CARE 

Forming Strong Bonds 
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New House Captains 

Hello, we are your new Windsor House Captains! We are 
so excited to take over from Jessie and Michael and it is  
such a pleasure to be voted into this roll by all the    
Windsor students. We have always looked up to House 
Captains, as they have such an important role within the 
House and are a key part of all the House events. We 
hope to be keeping up Windsor’s winning streak by  
getting Champion House again this year! It is important 
that everyone is involved in House events, as there really 
is an event for everyone. House events are such a fun 
way to make friends and get into the House spirit too. 
Something that makes Windsor special is its great sense 
of community, something we will focus on further      
developing this year. We can’t wait to get stuck in and 
lead Windsor to another victory (even if it’s not the    
winning that counts)!     Mishka & Nelson 

We are both excited by the prospect of leading 
York House this year, and are looking forward 
to making York the house where everyone can 
be involved by encouraging those who    
wouldn’t normally put themselves forward to 
do so. Our aim is to develop a strong team 
ethos where we can all have fun but also win! 
We are already making progress with the 
House Art competition, and are both eager to 
do well in the other House events. Throughout 
our time in York we have both enjoyed working 
across the year groups, from being Year 11 
Mentors to our involvement in House Music, 
and we have built strong bonds with the whole 
House this way. We hope to carry on the baton 
from Hannah and Jack and thank them for 
their services to York House.  Connor & Bekah 

 

We are both so excited for the year ahead, to be 
taking charge of Tudor House with important        
upcoming events such as House Music and Summer 
Sports. We’re both eager to get started, are looking 
forward to the challenge and making sure that Tudor 
does as well as possible. We want this to be a year 
of inclusion and fun, giving everyone opportunities to 
try new things and get involved in events that they 
may not normally see themselves doing. Having 
House Art already in progress, it is exciting to see 
the talent that Tudor has to offer and we hope to 
keep this going throughout the forthcoming year. 
Let’s see as many of you getting involved to make 

this a memorable year for us all!  
        Ben & Olivia 

 

We are so proud to have been chosen 
to lead Hanover; thank you all so much 
for voting for us! We are very excited to 
represent the House in all the up and 
coming events and help us to win as 
many as possible. Between us we love 
music, art, drama, sport and quizzes so 
we think we can help lead you to our 
future success as a team. Together we 
can win … and with that, take first place 
this year. Success doesn’t come by 
luck, and as Hanover is a hard working 
house, together we can take the year by 
storm. Go Hanover! 

    Jo Jo & Amy 

 

Hi … Josh and Sophie here! We have 
recently been voted in as the new House 
Captains of Lancaster House. We were 
so thrilled to find out that we were now in 
this position as, since Yr7 onwards, we 
have loved getting involved in the whole 
range of House events and being able to    
represent our  house in any way we 
could. We really look forward to leading  
and supporting the BEST house,      
Lancaster, and encouraging all those in 
the House to get involved in the        
upcoming events and activities.           
Together we will succeed! 

      Josh& Sophie 

 

We are so unbelievably grateful for 
being voted in as your House Captains. 
It’s a dream come true for us both and 
it’s an honour to lead you to victory! 
We’ve had a long run of bad luck in 
Stuart House and we are determined to 
change that. With two of the biggest 
House events coming up, House   
Summer Sports and House Music, we 
need to bring our A-game … and we 
will guide and stand with you every 
step of the way! We look forward to 
seeing what the future brings for the 
House!       Alfie & Chloe 
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The key theme for Tudor assemblies this year has been well-being, but the word I want to particularly focus on 
is kindness, because that one word holds the key to successful relationships in life, whatever they may be. 
Teacher-student (and vice versa) or personal relationships  -  all of them depend on the participants treating 
each other with kindness and respect. If we look down the list of Tudor’s core values, you will see how they go 
hand-in-hand with the promotion of well-being: 

Taking Part:  
Two true statements - one, nobody can be the best at everything and two, everybody is really, really good at 
something. Our philosophy in Tudor is that we give everything a go, and we support one another through     
everything.  

Community Spirit:  
We do not exclude. We are an inclusive House that recognises each person as a unique individual with unique 
talents. We expect you to extend that respect to your peers, to create a genuinely diverse community. No     
isolation, no by-standing. That’s Tudor!  

Random Acts of Kindness:  
If you see that somebody is upset, ask them what the matter is and offer them a safe space to talk if you feel 
that you can … but a random act of kindness could be anything, from sharing your lunch to explaining       
something that a person may have struggled with in class, lending them something that they have forgotten and 
many many other things! Even the smallest gesture will be appreciated, and those who have benefitted from a 
random act of kindness are usually similarly motivated to do the same for others. 

Fun and Laughter:  
We, in Tudor, believe that learning is fun, and is not solely measured by a grade or a percentage. Those good 
grades will follow if you are engaged in learning and are enjoying it. We also know that school is about building 
lasting friendships too, so take time to laugh and chat with your friends and learn about yourself while doing so. 
Twenty years after leaving school, my school friends are still my best friends today.  Feeling loved and cared for 
is the most powerful thing that a human being can feel and, the more of that you can get in your life, the happier 
you will be.  
Our hope is that Tudor House will provide you with acceptance, kindness and a can-do attitude.                        
                      Mrs Pip Simmonds, Head of Tudor House 

Tudor’s Core Values 
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Everyone loves a story! 
We are shaped by so 
many of them, be it a 
bedtime story we can't 
get out of our heads long 
after it’s been told, or the 
story of Joseph Lister, 
pioneer of antiseptic             
surgery (instant         
gratitude when you are in 
hospital on the receiving 
end). Whether big or 
small, personal or global, 
we thought it was time to 
celebrate some of these, 
through our 'Important 
Stories' initiative, which is 
for Year 7's from June 
11th.  
Each department will 
focus on a story related 
to their subject, but 
which may not usually 
have the chance to be 
explored.  It's an        
opportunity to venture a 
little 'off piste' into realms 
our students may not 
normally experience. We 
look forward to some 
great stories; they look 
like they are too good to 
miss! 
Rebecca Griffin, RE 

Mufti 

 

Ocean Plastic 

awareness ... 

raised 

£573  
for Ocean Clean Up 

£244 
 for 4 Ocean 
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The Spring Concert was such an 
amazing experience, as I had the 

opportunity to perform in front of my 
friends and family. There was a   

variety of soloists from the Lower 
School as well as a mix of choirs: the  

Gospel Choir, Lower School Girls 
Choir and Chamber Choir.  

It was such a privilege to perform at 
this event. There is so much         

potential in the younger years. I cant 
wait to do it again next year!  

I also enjoyed watching 
the Big Band perform -  

they, like us, would once 
have performed for the 

first time, so they 
showed us what we are 
all capable of achieving, 

and rounded off the        
evening with style. 

Lucy Milner Yr8 

For some, this was their very 

first opportunity to perform on 

a stage  -  and what a            

celebration it was for our 

younger students and audience 

alike! 

Many congratulations to Ksennia and Daria Simpson-Dernovaya in Yr7, members of the Russian             

Ensemble ‘Solnyshko’. In April, the group took first place in the ‘ensembles’ category of the Russian 

Opera’s 9th UK International Vocal Contest at the Cadogan Hall in London. This is an important event in 

the cultural life of London and a great achievement for these young singers.  

First 
Place! 
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As ever, Year 11 left with a bang! Friday 11th May was the final day of school 
before GCSEs began, and Yr11 students got the send off they deserved. The 
celebrations and goodbyes began with the traditional assembly in the Main Hall, 
along with Yr10. It is always a big moment when Yr10 realise that in a year they 
will be also be leaving County. Time really does go quickly... The assembly was 
a fantastic time to celebrate all the hard work that has gone into this year. The 
Yearbook and Prom Committees received deserved thanks for all their  efforts. 
The Yearbook looks wonderful, and has been commented on as being one of the 
best. All praise for this goes to the Yearbook representatives - a top team! The 
assembly was not only a chance to handout awards to students, but also to dig 
out the obligatory embarrassing photos from Year 7. 
 
And then, it was time for students to leave and Prom prep to begin. Students 
vanished with their booty and hoody to have hair dyed and nails applied... It was 
then that the Prom Team got to work! Led beautifully by Miss Bush, Miss Daley 
and Miss Beaumont, the Prom Committee transformed the hall in an afternoon. 
By the time Yr11 began to arrive back it was unrecognisable. A massive thank 
you must go to all involved in the preparations; it really did create a wonderful 
night for students. The photos of Yr11 speak for themselves; sharp suits,      
fabulous dresses and an amazing evening. The hard work then began with   
exams starting on Monday 14th, but it was lovely to see them all enjoying the 
night off. They had worked hard for it.  Yr11, we wish you all the luck in the world 
for your exams. You will be greatly missed!       Jo Cole, Head of Upper School 

Goodbye 

Year     

11 

 As we say goodbye to this year's 
Yr11s, the Geography Department 
would like to say a  special thank you 
to  Mallie Waterfield. Over the last two 
years, cake has been an important 
part of 11D's lessons (shhh - don't tell 
Mr Mayhew!) and Mallie has been       
particularly creative in this             
department.  We have had a ‘layers 
of the earth’ cake, and a ‘headland 
and stacks’ cake to name just two, but 
her parting shot was this exceptional 
‘favela’ cake!  In Year 10, students 
studied Rio de Janeiro as a major case 
study in the Urban Issues and        
Challenges unit; several lessons were 
spent looking at the characteristics of, 
and challenges and opportunities in 
the favelas. Hopefully the memory of 
this cake will help Mallie and the rest of 
the class to remember, not only the 
overcrowding, steep slopes, and lack 

of space for amenities, such as roads and sanitation, but also the opportunities for employment and 
self help schemes to improve these areas! 
Thank you Mallie (and friends on occasion) 
We will miss your edible Geography next year!           Carol Smith, Head of Geography 
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The Future is This Way! 

Did you know that ... 
Future Value=Present Value*(1+Yield)N 

 

Good Luck Yr11 Maths! 
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On Thursday 10th May we ran a 
GCSE Drama trip to see the        

wonderful 'Blood Brothers' at The 
Mayflower Theatre in Southampton. 
This was an invaluable opportunity 

for our Yr10 students to see how the 
play Blood Brothers could be staged, 
and also for our Yr11s to recap the 
plot, staging and form of the text, 

ready for their exam. Although it was 
a late finish the performance was a 
huge success and, as always, the 
students were a total credit to the 

school. What an absolutely fantastic 
way to spend a Thursday evening!  

Laura Wilson, Head of Drama 

 

You’re innocent, 

Immortal, 

you’re just fifteen 

The Narrator, Act 2 

Tell me it’s not true, 

Say it’s just a story, 

Something on the news. 

Mrs Johnstone, Act 1 

 

The Globe Experience 
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Foreign Film Review of ‘The Diving Bell and The Butterfly’ 
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In mid-May, most of Year 10 travelled up to London’s Globe theatre to watch Brendan O’Hea’s production of The 
Merchant of Venice, the Shakespeare text that many of us are studying for GCSE. The play was fabulous, and 
really grasped the audience as well as the actors themselves.  

O’Hea decided to make the casting recognisably different to what the audience might have expected. A prime 
example of this was Shylock, who in this instance was played by a female actor. So a play that we study to be 
about race, also took on ideas of others in society with less power.  In my opinion, this casting decision is       
unnecessary, as the director has taken away the essence of the original, the main ideas that Shakespeare     
attempted to convey in the original Merchant of Venice, especially focusing around race. Another example of 
where the director has made a controversial decision is to make Portia an older woman. This is odd, as the    
convention of the comedy genre, and the text, all indicate that Portia should be young.  This casting decision is 
perhaps more successful than Shylock-as-a-woman, though. It demonstrated how many suitors have come to 
‘claim her’ over the years, unsuccessfully, and shows that destiny can take its time. The use of colour and gender-
blind casting also shows the audience that this classic play can be drastically altered to fit the 21st century, and 
that the choice to use a small group of actors multi-rolling, shows that a huge cast is not needed to explore the 
ideas originally conveyed by Shakespeare in the original.  Perhaps it’s more authentic, as in Shakespeare’s time, 
actors would have been required to multi-roll in much the same way as this modern cast does. 

Overall then, the ideas of the original play were well conveyed throughout, but the way in which the ideas were staged were controversial. Despite these choices, the play went 
down well.  The constant use of music and comedy drove it along. Watching a play at a theatre that tries to recreate the original environment that Shakespeare would have known 
at the Globe was a great experience, and one that I will not forget.   

A huge thank to Mrs Doar and the English department for organising it, and the other teachers who accompanied us.  The experience felt authentic and original at least, even if the 
casting choices were anything but.                      Ads Cieslik, Yr10 

Le film de la société de cinéma étrangère de jeudi dernier était 
‘Le Scaphandre et le Papillon’ - un film émouvant de langue 
française sur un homme qui subit un accident vasculaire      
cérébral dévastateur qui le laisse paralysé en dehors de son œil 
gauche, mais conscient mentalement de son environnement. 
Jean-Dominique Bauby écrit l'histoire de son expérience avec le 
syndrome enfermé dans le cours de dix mois, grâce à un      
système de clignement. Je pensais que le film était un exemple 
incroyable de résilience et de détermination dans un effort pour 
trouver le sens de la vie, rendu plus poignant par la façon dont 

le public voit le monde du point de vue de Bauby. 

Last Thursday’s Foreign Film Society film was The Diving Bell 
and The Butterfly - a moving, French language film about a man 
who suffers a devastating stroke that leaves him paralysed 
apart from his left eye, but mentally aware of his surroundings. 
Jean-Dominique Bauby writes the story of his experience with 
locked-in syndrome over the course of ten months, through a 
system of blinking. I thought the film was an incredible example 
of resilience and     determination in an effort to find the      
meaning of life, made more poignant by the way in which the 

audience sees the world from Bauby’s perspective.  
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Another fantastic season of sport where 81 teams, across 15 sports have played in 277 fixtures! A 
new award this year is Team of the Year, which was given out at Easter Dismissals. The team that 
won had yet to lose a game whilst at County, being crowned netball District Champions this year in 
the process. They scored 89 and conceded only 15 in their games since Yr7, which is pretty       
unbelievable. This year’s Team of the Year went to Yr8 Netball Squad. Well done girls! 

Only the County Championship to go! Read the report below to find out their final placing ….. 

Another netball season. 

Another County Finals for the Yr8 team.  

The girls started well with a 6-3 win against Royal Albert and Alexandra; 
they worked really well as a team and made some fantastic interceptions. 
They then came up against their toughest competition in Howard of   
Effingham. This was a hard fought game with end to end action and the 
girls narrowly lost 4-5. However, not down heartened, they came back 
fighting with a brilliant 11-1 win against Gordons. Their final game in the 
pool was against St Andrew's - an important game that they needed to 
win to make it though to the semi finals. They moved the ball quickly and 
effectively and won 9-3.  

So, to the semi final and facing Broadwater … This was a tough game 
with some exceptional talent on show. Fortunately, the girls were on form 
and were able to take advantage of the turnovers, winning  11-6. The 
girls played so well and made it to the Finals, where, you guessed, they 
faced Howard again. Determined and driven to win, the girls started well 
gaining the lead. The defence from both sides was very strong, but    
unfortunately we were not able to capitalize on their mistakes and lost    
5-6. The girls should be incredibly proud of themselves; they worked as a 
team and were runners up in the County!   Fantastic! Fiona Beaumont, PE 

 
On Wednesday 9th May the 6th Form 
Football Squad competed in the Surrey 
League Cup final at Sutton Utd Football 
Club, where they faced Glenthorne 
School. Guildford County had finished top 
of the league this year with wins against 
Richard Challenor, John Fisher, Harris 
Academy, Crystal Place and 
Glenthorne. A fantastic game for the   
neutral which showed off exactly why 
these two teams had made it to the final.     

Guildford County, cheered on by the their army of 20 fans, played some great football, but 
were caught on the break by Glenthorne and unfortunately lost the game 3-1. Massive 
congratulations to the squad; for the majority it was their last game for County.           
Good luck in the future, boys!            James Felgate, Head of Physical Education 
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Surrey League Cup Final 

 The Year 7 Netball squad have had a fantastic first season with plenty of wins. They came second at the District Tournament in April, 
unfortunately losing a close game against Howard. However they had great success in the preliminary rounds winning all of their    
matches and the semi's too. With this great achievement the squad qualified for the County Tournament where the top 12 schools in the 
County compete. 

Last week at the tournament, the squad were on great form and began with a win against St Andrews 4-3. This was a tough game but we 
didn't panic and remained focussed. We then continued with a solid performance against Weydon winning 5-1. 

A tricky game against Warlingham followed, where we maintained position and came away with 
a 5-4 win. Next Woking High produced a disappointing start with luck just not on our side. 
Missed shots and turn overs of the ball made it difficult for us to catch up - a loss 4-5. Last 
game of the rounds, against Magna Carta, produced accurate shooting and movement off of 
the ball - a 10-6 victory. The level of play throughput was extremely high and progress onto the 
semi's had to be decided on goal difference; three schools were level on points.  

County unfortunately missed out on going though by one goal, a gutting end to what had been 
overall a solid and committed performance by all players. We look forward to an exciting   
season for the squad next year as they have shown real potential and skill for a new team.  

Well done girls on all that you have achieved this year!           Olivia Kirby, Physical Education Year 7 Netball Squad 

District Athletics 
Another superb event 
was hosted at Guildford 
Spectrum on      
Wednesday 9th May, 
which show-cased the 
very best in Guildford 
Schools athletics. A 
warm day, where boys 
and girls from Yrs7-10 
competed on the track 
and in the field. Notable 
performances came 
from Yr9 boys finishing 
in 4th place. Well done 
to all.        James Felgate 
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We held the Jazz Funk Night on        
Saturday 12th May in the Main Hall. 80 
parents, carers and friends came    
together for a fabulous evening of 
good food, fine company and brilliant 
entertainment. 
The fabulous Funk Band performed 
and the music, singing and dancing 
went on well into the night. Thanks for 
the effort from our wonderful            
musicians. 

The food was 
delicious and we 
were very    
grateful to ’Cook’ 
in Burpham for 
supplying us with 
a feast of Beef 

Bourguignon, 
Chickpea and 
Vegetable 
Tagine,        
Chocolate Torte 
and Lemon 
Cheesecake. It 
was easy for our 
volunteers to prepare and serve and 
we received many positive              
compliments.   
Mark Baines was our enthusiastic 
compere who saw us through an    
enjoyable game of Heads and Tails, as 
well as keeping the evening on track. 
We had a host of volunteers without 
whom the evening would not have 
been the success it was. We are very 
grateful you: Suzie, Rachel, Sarah, 
Clare, Jebbie, Liz, Jane, Annette,    
Bernadette, Daniel, Sam, Claud, Mark 
and our Sixth Form helpers. Each of 
these kind people donated their time 
and energy to washing up, serving, 
carrying and clearing! Thanks also to 
Jane for ticket organisation and       
consolidation. 

The bar was  
also ably 
manned by 
our        
sponsors – 
Clarus 
Wealth in 
Woking – 
who      
cheerfully 

and expertly set up, served and organised it all.  Thank you both 
so very much. 
We raised a whopping £1,990 + with over £400 on the Silent 
Auction. Thank you to all the local business who donated goods 
and services, and congratulations to our lucky winners. 
This will be my last Funk Night as the Chair of the Friends    
Committee. I am stepping 
down, as my last child leaves 
school.  I am honoured to have 
been involved with such a 
great team and a brilliant group 
of volunteers.  
THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH 
for all your help and support.   
We have a great committee 
and, for ease, we have split the 
tasks amongst many members 
of the team. This means that it 
is not an enormous task for 
any one individual.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the Diary: 

 

Fri 25 May  Yr13 Leavers Assembly  

Fri 25 May  Half Term begins 

Sat 26 May  Athens Sports Tour departs 

Mon 04 June School returns  

Mon 04 June Maths Inspiration Day @ GCS 

Thu 07 June French Exchange departs 

Thu 07 June Informal Music Concert 

Mon 11 June Important Stories Week 

Fri 15 June Yr7 Wye Valley Trip (1) 

Thu 21 June Foreign Film Society ‘Sin Nombre’ 

 

And as you can see we have a lot of fun. 
Please feel free to contact me to chat 
through what is involved in being Chair or 
being part of The Friends’ Committee. 

 

karenbtelfer@gmail.com 

 

Chair of The Friends of GCS – Karen Telfer 

Who will sit 

in this 

chair next? 

Could it be 

you? 

Three cheers for Karen Telfer who has given two and a half 

years of loyalty, service, energy  … and also shared some 

interesting moments with good humour! 

mailto:karenbtelfer@gmail.com

