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June 2018 

I recently spent a        
leisurely Sunday         
afternoon at Polesden 
Lacey with my family. I 
am sure many of you 
will have visited this    
Edwardian mansion, 
with its beautiful 
grounds and gardens. 
We spent our time trying 
(unsuccessfully) to fly a 
kite, enjoying a picnic (in 
the rain) and listening to 
some fantastic live jazz. 
The standard of music 
from these professionals 
was obviously very high 
and it made me think 
about the power of     
music to relax the mind 
and nourish the soul. 
Fantastic, then, that our 
classrooms and          
corridors are also       
currently awash with 
rhythm and melody; not 
only are we in the run up 
to our annual House 
Music Competition, but 
also just out the other 
side of our 10th annual 
‘Reediscovery’ Concert 
– a celebration which 
took place last week, in 
front of stunned ears 
and proud parents. 

The end of June is such 
a fabulous time in the 
academic year. The staff 
team are just beginning 
to dare think that the 
public exam season 
might almost be at an 
end, and our collective 
minds can start focusing 
on the wonderful ways 
that we come together 
as a community at this 
time of the year -        
celebrating our passion 
for extracurricular        
activity. 
Not only is House Music 
taking place on 5th July, 
with parents and carers 
warmly invited along to 
the evening concert, but 
we also have a fantastic 
day of sport to look    
forward to; House      
Athletics follows on    
Friday 6th July and we 
hope that families will 
come along to support 
our enthusiastic athletes. 
Also, with the excitement 
of District Sports and 
County Relays only just 
over, the bi-weekly 
Guildford County Run 
Club growing from 
strength to strength, and 
the new MUGA almost 

complete, sport is very 
much on our minds 
(especially in this World 
Cup season!). 
So much do we place 
value on extracurricular 
provision at GCS, that 
we are planning a new 
scheme to recognise 
and reward our students 
for participating in      
activities beyond the 
classroom - more on 
Miss Macadam’s new 
’Medals’ scheme in     
September. 
So … please do enjoy 
the final month of this 
school year. I hope that 
you are able to get    
outside into your       
gardens and local parks, 
perhaps enjoy some live 
music, or have an outing 
in the fresh air with your 
children. We look        
forward to sharing the 
up and coming activities 
at school and the    
Spectrum.                    
Until then… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Smith,  
Deputy Headteacher 

Polesden Lacey  

A view from the South Lawn 

Let’s take our hearts for a walk in the woods and listen to 

the magical whispers of old trees …’ Unknown 
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For Geographers, these places can be the awe-inspiring natural wonders 
of the world and for History, those of staggering significance. For both 
subjects there is a shared importance for some places that have         
contributed to the world around us and in shaping humanity today. The 
Geography and History departments work closely together to make sure 
that the students at Guildford County are fully prepared for what the world 
may throw at them in the future; being aware of climate change, the     
nature of conflict, and what lessons from the past should influence their 
futures.  

Both departments believe that the best way to experience these important 
places is not just in the classroom, but also in person. The Geography 
team is preparing for a third trip to Iceland next March, when students will 
see some amazing Geography in action. GCSE now has compulsory 
fieldwork, so, this term, Yr10 have been into Guildford to investigate the 

town centre; then, in July, we are going to Hayling Island to look at coastal processes and landforms. 
Yr8 also went down to the River Wey before Easter. Fieldwork is a vital part of the study of            
Geography and at A Level it becomes even more significant; it is the basis of our students’        
coursework which is 20% of the qualification. Three days completing investigations in South Devon is 
their preparation for this.   

For historians, next January’s trip to Poland will let students experience, first-hand, the horrors of  
Nazi death camps, with a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  This year almost 90 Yr9 students visited the 
First World War battlefields as well. Getting the chance to see sites such as Vimy Ridge and Ypres, 
and getting an idea for the conditions and geography of the areas, has brought such important places 
to life for the students.  

Aside from these trips, many of you will know that the humanities subjects are hard work. Students at 
GCSE and A-Level complete tough coursework, and we always push students to achieve the best 
possible grades that they can. This year’s exam classes will certainly tell you that they have put in the 

hours to be a success! All of 
the staff in Geography and 
History continue to be     
extremely proud of the effort 
and achievement of our     
students, right across the 
school, and we hope that 
you continue to enjoy your 
lessons and take an active 
role in Geography and    
History inside and outside of 
the classroom. 

Thank you to all our         
Geographers and Historians 
this year, students and 
teachers, who continue to 
make our subjects so      
popular and dynamic! We 
wish you all a fantastic 
break and look forward to 
seeing you in the new 
school year 2018 / 2019 

Carol Smith, Head of Geography 

Paul Comben, Head of History 

Black Sands and Sea Stacks in Iceland  

Yr9 Battlefields 2018 
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Le sept juin nous sommes allés à Montpellier. 
Le voyage de vol était assez court mais notre 
train était annulé, quelle horreur! En suite 
nous sommes allés à l’ecole pour retrouver 
nos corréspondents. Il faisait très chaud. On 
a visité beaucoup d’endroits. Par exemple: St 
Guilhem le Desert, on a fait une petite 
marche et Alethea portait des thongs. La fille 
est folle! On a aussi visité Le Pont du Gard. 
C’etait joli et très vieux. La nourriture était 
intéressante et Abi a mangé les cuisses de  
grenouille! Nous nous sommes bien amusés. 
        Seb, Alex et Nova. Yr10 

On Thursday 7th June 
2018, we went on the 
French Exchange to 
Montpellier. Most days 
we had tours and day 
trips out with our school 
party. My French          
exchange, Inès B, was 
really lovely and welcomed me to her family 
and home. We both tried our best to speak 
each other’s language, helping and          
correcting mistakes; it was challenging, but it 
was fun to persevere. There were lots of   
different foods and drinks which I had never 
seen before, but I tried a lot of them during 
the time I was there; some things were 
strange to me! The family were very         
generous and chatty, wanting me to get   
involved in everything.Thank you! Alethea Yr10 
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Aigues-Mortes 
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Le Repas 
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Fire Building 

Bridge Building 

The Hike 

Reaching the summit 

The Church 

The Hostel 

Awesome 

Exploding Coke 

I really enjoyed working with different 
people and making new friends. It 
was nice having a big dorm, so I 
could talk to lots of different people.         
Hannah Holloway 7W 
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Entertaining 

Teachers 

Thank you for a great time. 
I enjoyed the tuck shop 
and the long walk.          
William Waring 7T 

Words for Wye ... 

Phase 1 
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Reediscovery is 10 
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Reediscovery 
10

th
 Anniversay Concert 

 June 2018 

Our annual Reediscovery Concert, which 
took place on a rather warm June evening, 
opened with our Senior Reeds Ensemble 
performing ‘Minuet’ by Debussy and     
Jungle Book’s ‘I Wanna Be like You’. 
The concert not only featured our Bassoon 
Ensemble, but also our Grade 8 Sixth 
Form students performing some lengthy 
and challenging works. The occasion also 
provided the opportunity for our very 
youngest to play, some of whom have only 
been learning for 12 weeks; they made a 
very impressive sound. A massed double 
reeds ensemble concluded this             
programme and was a fitting tribute to the 
hard work of our oboe teacher Anna       
Durance and bassoon teacher Lyndsey 
Duberry, as well as an acknowledgement 
of the success of this long running musical 
initiative.  
            Caroline Gale, Director of Music 

Instrumental 

Teachers’  

Concert Series  
On June 7th, GCS singing    

teacher, Matt Veira, hosted an 
informal concert featuring 

some of his students. We were 
treated to an eclectic mix of 

musical styles -  

English Art Song, 

Musicals 

Swing 

Classical Italian Arias  

- all performed with total           
assurance and confidence. The 
concert ended with a beautiful 

ensemble rendition  of          
‘You will be found’. 

Matt Veira accompanies his students in 

a celebration of their vocal talents. 

Thank you for the music, Matt! 
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 Stories The Yr7 project ‘Important Stories’ 
went brilliantly, with departments going 
a little 'off piste' so that some stories, 
not normally looked at, could be     
scrutinised. Some of the tasks          
involved: re-enacting class prejudice in 
cricket; using The Very Hungry        
Caterpillar to write funnier French    
versions; meditating on our own stories 
of life in relation to the founder of    
Buddhism; and using Alice in         
Wonderland to inspire the making of 
human furniture! The photos here 
show students exploring Fibonacci's 
perfect ratio to see if they themselves 
'measure up'.     Rebecca Griffin, RE 

Fibonacci 
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Thorpe Park Theory 

Students taking a  well-earned 

break at their Avebury          

checkpoint  -  enjoying the sun. 

CONGRATULATIONS!                                                              

All students were a credit to Guildford County and the 

public were very complimentary about their exemplary 

behaviour. 

An awesome group who stayed positive 

throughout and worked extremely well 

as a team. Here, having some lunch and 

a natter with Miss Taylor! 

Day 2 

Students up nice and early! Lots 
of scrummy things for breakfast 

including pain au chocolat, 
porridge, fruit and even an   

avocado! 

Assessed Expedition 

Marlborough Downs, Swindon 

5-6 June 2018 

G force = GCS Girls 

An inspirational and adrenaline-packed day! 

On 12th June, Yr10 students departed 
school to complete their bronze D of E 
expedition in the Marlborough Downs. On 
the first day, we completed a set route 
visiting some of the most delightful sights in 
the area. These included the monument, 
which is situated above the White Horse, a 
signature symbol of the British countryside. 
This monument was around the halfway 
point of the first day, and with another five 
kilometres to go, everyone was feeling a 
little tired. However we still reached the 
campsite in good time. Blackland Lakes 
Campsite was very commendable due to 
the amazing views and lakes around our 
pitching site and, once all groups had 
reached base, we were able to have some 
relaxation time after preparing our meals. 
We used Trangia stoves to heat up our food 
- some groups having ration packs and 
others going for homemade or packet food.  
After varying degrees of sleep, all groups 
were up and at it nice and early. Then came 
breakfast - the most important meal of the 
day. Finally with tents stowed and bags 
packed, the students were sent off at  
intervals by the teachers. A brisk dash 
through a herd of angry cows later, we were 

back into the swing of things. The second day 
involved the groups choosing which route they 
would like to complete, either a big hill or longer 
walking. This allowed independence for the 
students, as well as some variety for the   
teachers, trying to find us! The walk led to the 
remains of Barbury Castle, a slight             
disappointment, for some, as it was simply a 
mound on top of a hill.  
After loading the coach, the groups boarded in 
high spirits, if slightly low in energy. Overall, it 
was an interesting trip and a good experience 
for everyone. Jack Sherlock and Will Gaff  

On the 7th June, the Yr10 girls maths 
team went on a trip to Thorpe Park. The 
purpose of this was for us to form an   
understanding of how maths is involved 
in the functioning of the rollercoasters. 
We took part in an hours workshop, run 
by one of the Education Team members 
atThorpe Park. They went through the 
basics, like using the equation           
speed = distance/time to figure out the speed 
of their famous rides Stealth and Saw. 
However, they then went into more     
complicated aspects of the making of the 
rollercoasters, teaching us about the 
depth of accuracy that goes into the  
planning, before actually building the 
rides. It was a great way for us all to 
physically understand and see how 
maths is crucial in this field of work. Not 
only that, we were given a couple of 
hours to try the rides out ourselves!      
Luana Crosta Yr10 
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Guildford Country does 
a tremendous job 
providing opportunities 
for all its students, 
demonstrated            
admirably by its large 
number of squads and 
teams. They provide a 
high number of varied 
sports leadership   
positions and work well 
with local community 
clubs providing exit 
routes.  They are a 
very deserving of the 
GOLD Mark Award for 
the second              
consecutive year.   
Congratulations   
Ally Reid, South-West 
Surrey School Games 
Organiser. 

 

During the summer half term, 50         
Guildford County students made their 
way to Loutraki Sports Camp, roughly one 
hour away from Athens. Amongst those 50 
students were 2 football and 2 netball 
teams, and a rugby team. We were     
victorious multiple times across all three 
sports, but of course also faced some 

unfortunate defeats.  

As soon as we arrived in Greece we faced 
calamity, but not of the sporting kind!. One 
of our students had had their bag         

misplaced. Unlucky, Gaff!  

The football and netball teams faced some 
good Greek sides straight away; the    
football unfortunately lost 3 -1 but our 
netball team was victorious. The next few 
days included a mixed bag - the netball 

team was victorious again in their 2nd and 
3rd matches, whilst the football B team faced 
small losses. The football A team, consisting of a 
mix of our rugby and football players, faced a 
Greek side. Guildford County scored first      
followed by great retaliation by the Greeks; 1-1 at 
half time. We then took the lead and made it 2-1 
for the rest of the match … that was until their 
coach called the game off because of our 
‘physicality’. This was a brilliant performance, 
gaining the football team’s first win in three 

years.  

The next day we went on a brilliant tour of    
Athens where we took in the beautiful culture, 
followed by a nice few hours of relaxation by the 
pool. Then came most people’s favourite day. 
We jumped onto a coach, spent an hour on a 
beautiful coastal road following the ocean, before 

arriving at a stunning lake and accompanying 
lovely restaurant. We spent the majority of the 
day there sunbathing and were lucky to have a 
brilliant lunch. We then returned to camp and 

called it a day.  

The following day was one of joy and        
celebration as we took on a fellow English 
football team from Cambridge. It was an   
intense game with two brilliant goals from 
Johnny Gales and Greg Payne. It was the best 
performance from the team for a long time and 
we finished the game with a 2-1 victory. The 
next day we had morning training followed by 
the rugby fixture, a 2 hour coach journey away 
to a couple of beautiful hill top pitches outside 
Athens. We played rugby 7s and had 4 brilliant 
games. On the 2nd and final matches however, 
tragedy hit, with Dan Mayger facing           

concussion and Maric Gomez breaking his collarbone. This gave them an interesting trip to a Greek hospital, which apparently rated better than ours.  

This concluded our trip and what a great one it was! A massive thanks to the staff team that accompanied us; Olivia Kirby, Fiona Beaumont, Karleen 

Daley, Lucy Bush, Paul Comben, and the fabulous Dave Ayres, who directed and organised the whole thing. 

From the students … we are grateful for the opportunity and all thoroughly enjoyed the trip. We hope these tours continue, as we experienced  a       

different culture and saw many fascinating places. 
               Henrique Gabriel Yr10 

Netball Football 

Volleyball 

Sports Trip to Greece 

The 2018 County Relays took place on June 13th and was, as always, a   
fantastic spectacle of sprinting and middle distance running. A strong squad of 
50 County boys and girls took on George Abbot, St Peter’s, Howard, 
Glebelands and Christ’s, in an array of relay events. County performed well in a 
number of races with superb performances from the Yr10 girls and Yr9 boys. 
However, as always, the field is strong in Guildford and the boys ended up 5th 
with the girls in 4th. Well done to all involved. 
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Help us to deliver a step-change in sports provision for our students 

and community by: 

Donating via Parentmail, BTMyDonate (search for Guildford 

County School in the ‘Charities’ section)  

Fundraising in aid of the Sports Hall - create your own event and 

fundraising page via the school’s BTMyDonate page. 

Registering with Easyfundraising.co.uk - to benefit GCS every 

time you shop online, at no cost to you 

Your support today will give us the best sporting chance. Thank you to 

all those who have donated to date! Any questions or offers? Please 

contact Claudia Drake (cdrake@guildfordcounty.co.uk).  

Do you know a business which would like to be involved?  

We’re aiming to raise £50 000 in the Guildford community through sponsorship, match-funding and 

in-kind support. Do you know a business keen to support a great local infrastructure project for the     

community, benefitting young people at an Outstanding school, with a frontage on one of the busiest  

commuter routes into Guildford? Get in touch! 

Does your company offer match-funding? 

To maximise the benefits of any donation for our students, we encourage every parent or carer            

considering a donation or support in-kind (helping at one of our fundraising events, for example) to check 

whether their employer also offers match funding. It could double the income to our Appeal! Our            

website (Friends section, under ‘Our School’) has more details and a shortlist of companies who offer 

match-funding here.   

JOIN #TEAMCOUNTY  

PORTS HALL APPEAL UPDATE 

.................
£3.9m 

target 

Dates for the Diary: 

 

Fri 29 June Yr7 Wye Valley Trip - Phase 2 

Fri 29 June Yr13 Leavers Dinner 

Thu 05 July  House Music 

Fri 06 July  House Athletics @ Guildford Spectrum 

Sat 07 July  Operation Wallacea to Indonesia 

Mon 09 July  House Creative Writing Yrs 8 & 9 

Wed 11 July  Careers Fair Yrs 10,11,12,13 

Fri 13 July  Business Game  Yr 10 

Tue 17 July  RICS Workshop Yr 9  

Tue 17 July  Spanish Trip to Valencia 

Wed 18 July  Art & DT Expo 

Thu 19 July  Foreign Film Society ‘Toni Erdmann’ 

Fri 20 July  GCS breaks for Summer Holidays 

http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/193/match-funding
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/guildfordcountyschool

