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September 2018 

 

As we continue to 
breathe in the warm 
rays of the sun, I feel 
constantly brightened as 
summer draws closer to 
its end and the evening 
light starts to fade just a 
little earlier every 
week.  This warmth 
seems to have an      
infectiously positive   
affect on us all, and   
everyone here at County 
feels it in the corridors, 
the classrooms and   
outside on the new   
MUGA too! 

As I stood at the school 
gate this Monday    
morning, with the      
thermometer hitting 18 
degrees, I watched the 
smiles on the faces of 
the students and staff 
who passed me 
by.  There was a    
cheerful ‘good morning’ 
from all, and a sense 
that this new day held in 
its arms so much    
promise for a great 
week ahead. 

I then had the very great 
pleasure of spending the 
first hour of the school 

week walking from 
classroom to classroom, 
sharing in the learning of 
our community. The 
smiles continued, but 
beneath, there was a 
deeper joy that could 
clearly be seen in the 
questions and             
realisations being made 
by the students, as they 
sucked up, sponge-like, 
the learning that their 
teachers had to offer 
them. 

What is most special 
about our school, 
though, is that I suspect 
this love for learning has 
absolutely nothing to do 
with late summer      
sunshine. I see this 
thirst for new learning in 
the faces of everyone at 
all times of the year and 
at all times of the day, 
be it Period 1 on a warm 
September morning, or 
last thing in the day on a 
wet Wednesday in     
November.  As such, I 
need to thank all of you 
at home for nurturing 
such an enthusiastic 
spirit in your children;     
reminding them of the    

importance of our very 
special school. GCS is a 
community where huge 
value is placed on the 
talents of everyone, on 
the creativity and      
passion that is displayed 
by students and staff 
alike, as we all journey 
through our world of 
Shakespeare, new   
technologies,            
composition, sporting 
skill and pride in the   
progress that everyone 
makes each day. 

Enjoy this new 
term!  Value the time 
that your children spend 
learning and please do 
continue to support 
them as the leaves turn 
from green to orange 
and the days grow cold. 
There is great warmth in 
the green shoots of     
education and we will 
share with you the    
nurturing spirit as this 
year and next pass us 
by. Steve Smith, Head of School 

 

 

Valuing the Warmth of a New Academic Year  
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Our Head Boy and Head Girl welcome in the 

new academic year and extend their greetings 

to all Year7 pupils joining the GCS Family. 
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This year at County, a new initiative, MEDALS, has been 
launched, with the aim of encouraging students to try a 
variety of extra-curricular activities, whilst cultivating their 
sense of curiosity, and supporting their development as 

young people.  

Every September, students will receive a loyalty card to 
keep track of their extra-curricular commitment(s) to an 
activity in Music and the Arts, Sport, Academia, Culture, 
and the Community. At the end of each term, tutors will 
collect the loyalty cards, and every July, students will be 
awarded badges and certificates for their achievements 

as follows: 

 Bronze:  1 year/season of sustained commitment to one area 

 Silver:  1 year/season of sustained commitment to 3+ areas 

 Gold:  Year 7-11 (or 13) sustained commitment to one area 

 Platinum: Year 7-11 (or 13) sustained commitment to 3+ areas 

Houses will also receive points at the end of each term based on how many 
students in that House are participating 

in extra-curricular activities. 

For the new Year 7 students, there 
was an Activities Fair on their first day 
at school, where students were     
encouraged to pledge their             
commitment to at least one             
extra-curricular area, if not more. For 
Years 8 and 9, another Fair will be held 
later this half term, and for all other 
students, there is a Clubs Brochure 
published every year. Certain clubs 
have already noticed a boost in their 
numbers, and hopefully this will      

continue throughout the year and beyond! 

New Yr7s exploring options  

Loyalty Cards for MEDALS 

Starting Year 13 is definitely a very daunting prospect. It 
seems like only yesterday I started in Year 7, and welcoming 
the new Year 7s with the rest of the House Captains and 
Senior Team on the first day back was definitely a reminder 
of this. I remember thinking just how big and grown up all the 
Sixth Formers were when I was in Year 7, as well as feeling     
nervous at the prospect of a new school and the unknown. 
But looking back, all I want to say to Year 7s is that, even 
though it might feel big and scary for a bit, County really is a 
place that will give you so much: incredible experiences, 
friends, teachers and education, and for me now, it feels  
almost like a second home.  I have always thought how weird 
it must be for teachers to see pupils arrive as kids and leave 
as young adults.  As ever, Senior Team is organising a    
Year 7 BBQ - another opportunity for the Year 7s to get to 
know each other and County a bit better. 
For us all in Year 13, where we are now facing the prospect 
of a new beginning next year, with UCAS, unis, colleges,  
employment, gap years around the corner; leaving is both 
exciting and quite terrifying. One of my friends described this 
feeling as ‘not wanting to leave the comforting school we 
have known for 7 years, but also feeling excited to see and 
experience new things’. It is great that County is also        
constantly changing, with new developments such as the new 
MUGA pitch … so here’s to a fantastic 2018/2019 for all. Amber 

The new MUGA under floodlights - a great community resource. 

 

What Yr7s  

are saying ...  

I have been having a great 

time. At first, I was a bit 

scared that I wouldn't make 

new friends, but the lessons 

are really good  and I know 

quite a few people now. Even 

homework is fun!    Slowly, I 

am getting used to GCS 

Daniel 7L 

Believe it or not, I always look forward to returning to school after the 
summer holidays; it’s a fresh start with the promise of new challenges 
and simply the comfort of getting back to a routine. This year I felt it 
even more so – firstly, it’s exciting to be working alongside the rest of 
the senior team, hoping to enhance the County experience for all the 
pupils; and secondly … how can you not be totally excited by    
County’s brand new MUGA! The multi-use games area provides an 
all-weather playing surface for a multitude of sports and has already 
given us a much needed extended space at break times to release 
some energy. I hope you’re enjoying it as much as I am! It was also 
really good to see all the internal refurbishments that have taken 
place over the holidays – the music rooms are looking great, the 
Cobbett stairs are smarter, as are the catering team in their new 

uniforms! 

I can’t help but notice the expansion of the teaching workforce too, 
helping County go forward with its growth and new Year 7 intake. I 
really hope I get to meet you all and share some County spirit before 
my final year comes to an end. It’s been a real pleasure to  witness  
County excel and go from strength to 
strength over the past 6 years. Here’s 

hoping this year will be even better. Luca 
The first few days had their 

ups and downs, but overall, 

I’ve enjoyed my time so far. 

The lessons are fun and 

meals amazing  -  especially 

the Slushies! I look forward to 

more exciting times. 

Evelyn 7L 

As we begin another school year it is time to re-elect 
the Student Council and Sports Ambassadors!  

Each tutor group will elect a representative to come along to 
Council meetings each week. The role of the Council             
Representatives is a varied one; they are the link between staff 
and students, and make sure that the voices of students are being 
heard. This year a fantastic team of Sixth Formers will be leading 
the Council, making sure that it is truly student led. Last year the 
Council was involved in the Christmas Fair, organising mufti days, 
selecting and supporting charities and pushing for more seating 
outside the Art Block. If you are interested, make sure you speak to 
your tutor, or Miss Cole.  

As well as Student Council, nominations are now open for Sports 
Ambassadors. Tutors have application forms for interested   
students to complete. Mr Ayres is looking for a team of students to 
help promote and lead PE within the school. This was a successful 
and popular scheme last year, so make sure you get involved! 

However you choose to get involved, we are proud that County has 
so many opportunities for student leadership. Speak to Miss Cole 
or Mr Ayres if you want to know more. 

Student Council & Sports Ambassadors 
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We were delighted this summer with our best A 

Level results ever. The students had worked   
really hard and deserved the grades they 

achieved. 39% of grades were A*-A,  68% were 
A*-B and 87% of grades were A*-C. These      

results put County Sixth in the top 10% of         
establishments nationally 

for exam performance. 
Many of our students had 
applied to University and 
84% got a place at their 
first choice of Uni and a 

further 11% got a place at 
their second choice.    

45% of all students are 
going to a Russell Group 

University. It has been 
lovely over the past     

couple of weeks to see so 
many of the ‘old Year 13’ 
pop in and see us before 

they head off for           
University life. We wish 
them well for the future 

and look forward to hearing of their successes in 
years to come.                                                      

Mrs Nurton and the Sixth Form Team. 

School celebrated another           
fantastic set of GCSE results this 
year, setting new records in the 
process. 12% of all grades 
achieved were the new highest 
grade 9 and a quarter of all grades 
were grades 8 & 9 (equivalent to 
the old A* level). 67% of all         
students gained a Grade 5 or more 
in both English and Maths, 7% up 
on last year, and early indications 
suggest further improvements in 
value added progress for all      
children at every level. 26% of 
grades awarded gained Grades     
9-8, 75% Grades 9-5, and an         
impressive 42% gaining Grades    
9-7.  
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A’ Level Results Day 

"Our warm congratulations go to all students and to staff for their outstanding efforts in achieving these     
impressive results. For the school to achieve our best ever results against the backdrop of increased       
challenge is a real sign of the hard work of everybody at Guildford County School. Knowing the inspiring 
breadth of many of our students’ achievements beyond the curriculum - in music, sport and charity work – 
this exam success is a true testament to their sheer energy and determination” Executive Headteacher, Jack Mayhew 

GCSE Smiles  
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 A’ Level Drama Visit 

I was fortunate enough to go abroad during my 
year 12 work experience week. As a sixth form 
language student, my trip to France proved to be 
an invaluable experience for improving both my 
skills and confidence in using French. Climbing 
aboard a coach at Cobham services at 6am, not 
knowing anyone else on the trip certainly pushed 
me out of my comfort zone. However, we were all 
in the same situation and had the common interest 
of French A level. By the time we reached Dover I 
had three new friends! 
Halsbury work experience offer placements in a 
variety of environments, for example, in tourism, 
hospitality, childcare and retail. I was very pleased 
to be allocated a week working in a restaurant in 
the centre of Rouen. The work wasn’t challenging 
but engaging, and conversing in a foreign      
language certainly kept me on my toes. 
Every one of us on the trip had a different       
placement and  we mostly made our own way 
there and back, so we could not rely on the more linguistically confident or able of the group; we really had to get 
stuck in and communicate for ourselves.  
The group met for dinner each evening, either together or in smaller groups, which gave us as a chance to  
unwind. The freedom to explore Rouen with new friends was fantastic and it was a great bonus to be there during 
the World Cup Final, when of course France was victorious. I even managed to acquire a genuine French   
football shirt! 

Battersea Arts Centre 

J'ai eu la chance de partir à l'étranger pour ma semaine de stage. En tant qu’étudiant en langues, mon voyage 
en France a été une expérience inestimable tant pour ma langue que pour ma confiance. Entrer dans un coach à 
6h du matin, ne connaissant personne d'autre lors du voyage, était certainement un défi. Cependant, nous étions 
tous dans la même situation et avions l’intérêt commun du français et au moment où nous sommes arrivés à 
Douvres, j’avais trois nouveaux amis ! 
Halsbury Work Experience offrent une variété de placements, par exemple, tourisme, hospitalité, garde       
d'enfants, et vente au détail. J’étais très heureux avoir été attribué une semaine de travail dans un restaurant 
dans le centre-ville. Le travail n'était pas difficile mais la communication dans une langue étrangère compliquait 
les choses. 
Chacun d’entre nous a fait un stage différent et nous avons voyagé seul, donc nous ne pouvions pas compter sur 
le groupe plus confiant ou plus compétent sur le plan linguistique, nous devions vraiment rester coincés et   
communiquer pour nous-mêmes. 
Le groupe s'est réuni pour dîner chaque soir, soit ensemble, soit en petits groupes, ce qui nous a permis de nous 
détendre. La liberté d’explorer Rouen avec de nouveaux amis était fantastique et ce fut un grand avantage d’être 
là lors de la finale de la Coupe du Monde, alors que la France était bien sûr victorieuse. J'ai même réussi à 
acquérir un véritable maillot de football français!              Isabelle Humphreys Yr 13 

Broadening Horizons with WEX en Rouen 

GCS Foreign Film Society’s new              
2018/19 season kicks off on                       

Thursday 27th September @19:00                
with the highly acclaimed French film ‘Hidden’. 

Please join us in the 6th Form Common Room 
to launch the beginning of an exciting           
programme of cinematic must-sees. 

Showings are free of charge. 

Refreshments are available. 

For full details, any queries or a copy of the 
year’s listing, please email Lesley Nicole 

cam@guildfordcounty.co.uk  

After the performance we had a Q & A session. They 
told us that the last time they performed the play in the 
space, the theatre had tragically burnt down. The group 
have spent the last three years fundraising by doing an 

“unplugged version” with no music, set or costumes.  
The whole show was incredible and I would definitely 
recommend it to anyone who is interested in theatre.  

Alex Pierce Yr12 

Last Thursday the A-level Theatre     
Studies classes, including myself, 
took a trip to see Gecko Theatre’s 

production of ‘Missing’ at               
Battersea Arts Centre.  

The play was very interesting and 
quite unique, as they used very     

minimal dialogue alongside lots of 
movement and physical theatre.    
This made it different from other   

performances; I had not seen       
anything like it before.                 

There were only 6 actors in the whole 
show too which was also interesting. 

The Grand Hall 

- destroyed by fire 

Rouen  -  Centre Ville 



 

Page 5 

 

T
r
o
p
ic

a
l 
R

a
in

fo
r
e
s
ts

 a
n
d
 C

o
r
a
l 
R

e
e
fs

 Indonesia 2018 

We spent the following week in Bau-Bau, at Opwalls marine site. Here we went scuba diving and snorkelling and saw some beautiful coral reefs and marine 
life, such as turtles, rays and sharks! We learnt how to communicate which species we were seeing underwater and received the opportunity to talk to local 
school students about the impacts of fishing on the community and world. We also visited the fish markets. One day we took a boat trip out to the uninhabited 
Snake Island and did a massive beach clean up; we collected bags and bags of rubbish from the ocean which showed us the importance of not using as much 
plastic. It was shocking to see such spectacular places spoilt by human litter.  

4 long flights later we were back home with opened eyes. The trip to Indonesia was a once in a lifetime opportunity that not only taught us so much, but created 
new friendships and gave each of as a stronger cultural and environmental awareness. On top of this, our work had massive benefits to the local people of 
Buton and its habitats. Yes, we all had our fair share of leeches, ate rice for two weeks straight (breakfast, lunch and dinner!) and had to master the art of 
squatting over a hole, but I think we speak on behalf of everyone when we say that, given the opportunity, would we go again  -  absolutely! 
Leah Elrick & Lucy Davey Yr12 

What an incredible trip! Year 11 and 12 students spent two weeks on the beautiful island of Buton, southeast Sulawesi, in the jungle surveying the amazing variety 
of animals and plants and on the beach learning all about the conservation of coral reefs and threats to the species living there. We worked with the kind staff of 
Operation Wallacea (an organisation that runs conservation and research programmes all around the world!) to help protect the island and its hugely biodiverse 
environment. 

After a trek into the jungle, where we slept in hammocks and showered in a river, we spent the week completing daily surveys of the animals in the surrounding 
area. We worked along 6 transects, estimating megafauna populations by their tracks and at night searched for reptiles and amphibians, such as frogs and 
snakes, with head-torches along the river. We learnt a lot from experts in these fields - herpetologists and zoologists - who gave us lectures and were willing to 
answer our many, many questions! There were lots of local people from the village of Lubundo (jungle guides) who were extremely friendly and made us bracelets 
out of stripped down pieces of wood from the surrounding trees. Despite the language barrier they were able to teach us the Pooja Pooja dance and we spent our 
final night in the jungle dancing and playing a variety of Indonesian party games.  

At the end of the Summer term we took 24 students 
on a trip to Indonesia. This trip was not for the faint-

hearted, but what a truly great experience! We  
received many compliments about our group and 

we were incredibly proud of them.  

We would like to thank Clarus Wealth for their    

donation towards the trip.  
Lucy Bush, Karleen Daley, Dave Ayres & Liz Knight  
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Representatives from Admin, Exams and Athena Schools Trust 

Annually 

20 000 enquiries at front desk (has anyone seen my sandwiches?). 

12 000 hard copy letters issued. 

18 ambulances called to site a year (that’s just for the staff!) 

2 000 parcel deliveries to the front window. 

1 000 timetables printed and issued over two days.  

A cost saving of £1 063 by using parent mail.  

2 000 visits to the medical room (not staff this time..) 

3 400 reports issued. 

200 lost properties items, (most of which are one shoe?)  

800 parent mails sent. 

500 class registration queries and follow ups. 

400 lost items delivered back to their rightful owners  

22 000 incoming phone calls. 

An infinite number of smiles, and endless patience.  

If ever you’re passing please say hello … 

We may have a shoe in one hand and a sandwich the other .. 

Front: Mrs Vanessa Webb, Mrs Sam Roberts, Mrs Michele Higgins, Mrs Jane Foord-Divers 

Back: Mrs Lesley Musters, Mrs Sarah MacKenzie, Mrs Nicola Evans, Mrs Lia Campbell, Mrs Sally Baker 

This year’s menu: 

7 000 waffles 

500 boxed salads 

600 bread sticks 

10 000 fruit boxes 

40 000 main meals 

3500 bacon rolls 

7 000 cheese straws 

8 000 bacon or cheese hot rolls 

12 000 pasta and sauce combinations 

500 Christmas dinners 

12 000 pizzas 

15 0000 paninis 

4 500 baguettes 

14 000 sandwiches 

20 000 cakes, scones or cookies. 

Mrs Sue Barnard, Mrs Joy Ledingham, Mr Radoslaw Polak, Mrs Ayse Bramfitt, Mrs Deborah Bridge,  

Mrs Sharon Church, Mrs Donna Gumbrell, Ms Sandra Hicks, Miss Sarah Hitchins,  

Mrs Corrinne Sheppard, Mrs Aicija Szymanski 

Representatives from Catering  

    -  Sausages  -  Selflessness  -  Slushies  - Shoulders  - 
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 Guildford School Library was buzzing with  
excitement in the second week of term - the 
long anticipated reopening of the Library    
occurred.  Over the summer all the books were 
moved out, the walls were painted and a new 
carpet laid.  The pupils and staff who walked in 
all exclaimed “what has been done?”, “it looks     
bigger.”  All are pleased and look forward to 
using the new look Library in the future.  A 
short ceremony, with staff and pupils took place 
to formally reopen the space.  Steve Smith the 
Head of School, was clearly speaking to the 
converted when he emphasised how important 
the love of reading is to pupil attainment and 
enjoyment.  The Library is testament to how 
important the encouragement of reading is to 
Guildford County School. 

 

            Heather Wahl & Karen Fredborg, Librarians 

Library Re-launch 2018 
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MUGA 
Madness 

All of these successes are due to the pupils’ genuine love for sport. This has developed over their time here, despite having had more restricted sports      

facilities than other schools in Surrey.  

So, I could not be happier that this is no longer the case. The opening of our new Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) has now provided our students with the 
sports facilities they deserve. It has been great to see it in use in our PE lessons, lunchtimes and after school clubs, as well as at break time, when ‘one 
bounce’ seems to be the order of the day. We are very aware that not all students are motivated by the ‘traditional’ sports often played in secondary schools, 
and this new facility is the first step towards us providing as broad a range of sports and opportunities as possible. The first of these is the new relationship we 

have established with Guildford Hockey Club, who are helping us promote hockey in school.  

One thing that I have always loved about 
working at County, particularly as a part of 

the PE Department, is the passion and   
enthusiasm our students have for sport and 
exercise. We are not a big school compared 

to those that we compete against, yet we 
have huge amounts of success in             

extra-curricular competitions, as well as an 
admirable number of students participating 

week in week out in sport. How many schools 
are there who get more than thirty students 

running at 7.30am twice a week? 

As of this September, we teach, coach or are affiliated with 
over twenty five sports. Our aim as a department is that 
every child discovers a sport or activity that they can be 
enthusiastic about and love. The hope then is that when 

they leave us, at sixteen or eighteen, they continue to    
participate and stay fit and healthy. This is an exciting time 

to be a part of sport at Guildford County, and I am       
confident that, with the changes being made, we are more 

and more likely to achieve this target.  

We now need to reach our fundraising target in order to 

build our new sports hall on the Farnham Road site. 
Dave Ayres, Head of Physical Education 

The MUGA is a brilliant new addition to the sports     
facilities at County, providing an awesome surface and 
opportunity to expand on the large number of sports 
played at school. This will hopefully encourage more 
students to join a club or play a new sport. The MUGA 
will also be great for competitive sport played at County 
as its all weather capability and floodlights will allow 
teams to train all year round. This should lead to larger 

squad numbers and even better results!’ Joe Young Yr13 

Y
ear 10 G
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Sixth Form Netball 

Boys Hockey 
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Olympiad Summer School 
As I headed up the long drive of a boarding school in Leeds, in early August, I wondered 
what I was letting myself in for. I was to join 40 other students of my age who had all 
been invited to attend the UK Mathematical Trust's summer school. I knew that I was 
going to take part in five days of 'demanding and stimulating' maths and I was nervous 
about not knowing anyone and understanding the maths! However, when I arrived,    
everyone was really friendly and welcoming and I soon relaxed. In the mornings we all 
attended lessons where we explored ideas such as Euclid's algorithm and geometrical 
theories. In the afternoons we worked in smaller groups on more specific subjects. I   
particularly enjoyed the logic puzzles, tessellation and binary. Aside from the maths, we 
spent the evenings doing fun activities like bowling and we had lots of free time which I 
mostly spent playing chess! I would recommend this experience to anyone who has the 
opportunity because I got a real taste of a future in mathematics and made some new 
friends. Harry Taylor Yr12 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

 

Thu 20 Sep  Yr10/11 Business trip to Thorpe Park 

Fri 21 Sep  Lower School Science & OAA trip departs 

Thu 27 Sep  Silver DoE to Exmoor departs 

Thu 27 Sep  GCSE Drama trip to London 

Thu  27 Sep  Foreign Film Soc ‘Hidden’ 

Thu 04 Oct  GCS Open Evening 

Fri 05 Oct  Sponsored Walk 

Thu 11 Oct  House Rowing 

Thu 11 Oct  Foreign Film Soc ‘Butterfly Tongue’ 

Fri 19 Oct  INSET DAY—Athena Schools Trust 

GCS Friends 
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Welcome to a new school year! We hope that you 
and your children have settled into the new          
routine well. For the parents of new students, we 
extend an especially warm welcome to you and 
wish you a very happy school experience at 

County. 

We, the FRIENDS OF GCS, are an enthusiastic 
team of volunteers who raise funds for the school 
which go towards enhancing facilities for the   
students, your children. We also make new   

friendships and have a lot of fun.  

This year we are raising funds for the new 
Sports Hall and we will be letting you know soon 
of all the fun events and ways in which you can 
get involved and help us in raising a record   

target.  

We are counting on your support, which will be 
crucial, if we are to reach our goal!! We would 
love to hear from you if you have any great ideas 

for profitable fundraising. 

The Year 7 Welcome BBQ and Handball          
Tournament will be held on Saturday 29          
September and it will be wonderful to see as 
many new Year 7 families there as possible. A 
separate email with all the details should already 

be with you. 

If you want to get involved in our team, have any 
ideas or want to know more, please do not    

hesitate to email us on either; 

guildfordcountyfriends@gmail.com  or  

karenbtelfer@gmail.com 

 Donate via BTMyDonate or send a cheque to Guildford   

County school in an envelope marked ‘Sports Hall Appeal’ 

 Become one of our ‘20by2020’ donors by donating £1000 or 
more - recognised on a donor board in the reception area of 

the new sports hall 

 Buy a brick for £50 via Parentmail or BT page £50 donation 

 Any contribution via Parentmail (£20 min) 

 Run a fundraising event - set up a fundraising page easily via 

our BT page 

 Support a fundraising event - Friends events will be           

highlighted in the next edition of the newsletter 

 Get the Easyfundraising app 

 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/guildfordcountysch/ so all 
 of your purchases online generate funds for SHA at no cost to  

 you 

 Check if your employer/business will match any fundraising by 
you, or would like to sponsor or donate towards any sport 
facility. We can invoice your company - just contact                     

info@guildfordcounty.co.uk with any offers. 

 

 For more information please visit:  
 http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal 

Can you help our fundraising cause? 

mailto:guildfordcountyfriends@gmail.com
mailto:karenbtelfer@gmail.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/guildfordcountysch/
mailto:info@guildfordcounty.co.uk
http://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/180/gcs-sports-hall-appeal

