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January 2019 

Physical Education, 
but schools could only 
hope to reinforce the            
all-important            
education that        
children received     
primarily from their 
parents at home.’  

An interesting point of 
view I thought! 

We had a very 
thought provoking    
discussion for some 
time, which finished 
with him saying,    
‘Just remember John,  
… a mistake that 
makes you humble is 
better than an   
achievement that 
makes you arrogant’. 

A powerful message 
indeed, and one that 
will stand the test of 
time.  

So … a very happy 
and humble 2019 to 
you all. Enjoy taking 
time to talk and      
absorbing the wisdom 
in good conversation.               

 

John Lewis                                                
Head of Lower School 

politely replied that I 
was! He then started 
the lecture on          
education ... 

‘In my day ... the    
magic words such as 
hello, please, you’re       
welcome and thank 
you, all began at 
home. It was also the 
place where children 
learned to be honest, 
on time, diligent, 
show sympathy, and 
have the utmost     
respect for their      
elders. Under their 
parents’ guidance,    
children learned to be 
clean and wash, not 
to talk with their 
mouths full, and how 
to properly dispose of   
rubbish. Home was 
also where they 
learned to be          
organised and to take 
good care of their 
own belongings and 
those of others. 

In school (he             
continued) we studied 
Languages, Maths,      
History, Geography,  
Sciences and      

New Beginnings 

I’m sure we all         
enjoyed our festive 
break with families 
and friends. 

Christmas is such a 
magical time for        
children of all ages, 
yet can also often be 
hard work for adults.       
Nevertheless, we        
always return to 
school refreshed and 
willing to learn; in 
many cases we     
promise to turn over a 
new leaf, start afresh 
and make New Year’s 
resolutions.  

I must say it was         
personally great to 
spend some precious 
time back in the      
valleys, enjoying   
company, listening to 
stories and just simply 
catching up!  

I would like to share 
an interesting          
discussion I had with 
an old uncle of mine 
in Wales, who, as you 
do, simply asked me 
if I was still teaching. I 

Words of Wisdom for 2019 from the Welsh Valleys 
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A new collaboration … Spanish Film Festival 
 

The MFL department of Guildford County School is delighted to be collaborating with the University of Surrey, 
hosting a series of Spanish speaking films, as part of the University’s Spanish Film Festival  All the films are 
rated PG or U, admission is free and refreshments will be available.  

 

These films will run in addition and are complementary to our own longstanding GCS Foreign Film Society, 
which runs regularly on certain Thursdays throughout the year. 

 

See below for titles, dates and times of films being shown during this festival, with more details available via 
Parentmail, Twitter and Instagram: 

   
Wed 13 Feb 7pm - Bad Hair (Venezuela, 2013) 

Wed 27 Feb 7pm - Asier and I (Basque Country, 2013) 
Wed 6 March 7pm - 7 Boxes (Paraguay, 2013) 

Wed 13th March 7pm - The Invisible Hand (Spain, 2016) 

Wed 20 March 7pm - The Return (Costa Rica, 2012) 
 

All films will be shown in the Sixth Form Common Room. Please support this exciting new project. 

 

@gcs_community 
guildfordcountycommunity 

Right beneath the numerous failures in life            
lies the precious gift called success. M
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The Preamble to ... 

Each year I have a key word for Hanover House.  My first word was 
‘happiness’ and I can verify that this abstract noun (sorry, English teacher 
at work again) has continued to be a main focus for my House. It can be 
seen when I visit Tutor Groups each week.   

One of my main aims with students in Hanover is to make sure they are 
making the most of their time in County, encouraging them to take part in 
House events or extra curricular activities which they are either interested in 
or want to have a go at.  To this end, my word for the year is ‘commitment’.  
This has coincided well with the launch of MEDALS and I am hoping that 
Hanover students will use this incentive to either try something new or work 
at an existing skill.  I have been totally impressed by the commitment 
shown in sporting events and House Drama so far this year, as well as our 
aspiring young mathematicians in the weekly competition. 

I am also extremely proud of the attitude of the Year 11 Hanover students.  
I have seen them mature and take responsibility for their learning.  The 
‘commitment’ shown towards their subjects and their positivity will, I am 
sure, produce results they can be pleased with in the summer. 

My own responsibilities as Head of House include supporting LAC (Looked 
after Children) and working on ways to improve attendance. These two 
areas link well with pastoral work and I am determined to be a ‘champion’ 
for LAC, advising and encouraging students to set high goals, becoming 
confident adults in what can be a challenging and difficult world at times.  
With my attendance hat on, some students also find it difficult to maintain a 
high percentage attendance – this could be for a number of reasons. I am 
committed to liaising with other Heads of House, parents and students on a 
regular basis, to try to improve and help the students who struggle. 

I think the following quote sums up my message to Hanover House as well 
as  my role this year: ‘Commitment is an act, not a word’. Jean-Paul Sartre. 

      Sandy Budd,  Head of Hanover House 

Commitment is an act, not a word! 

‘It is not that I’m so 

smart, it’s just that I stay 

with problems longer’ 
        Albert Einstein 

On Monday, Miss Bush gave a 

wonderful PSHE assembly which 

was all about her own             

experiences diving. 

She told us how she had always 

wanted to learn to dive     

throughout her life and it was  

interesting to hear what she said 

about it. 

However, the key point she made, 

I think, was in the word                       

PERSEVERENCE - a very       

important strength in life. 

So, no matter what …. 

NEVER GIVE UP! Evelyn Sweeney 7L 

The assembly       
definitely gave us all 

motivation for success 
and helped to calm the 

horrendous          
nerves! 

It                           
inspired me to      

revise; I can see     
what I would get    

without revision now. 
There is enough     

time to make       
changes. 
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Solemn and Thought Provoking 

 

Cherish peace and goodwill 

and be plenteous in mercy … 
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On December 17th we held 

our annual Nine Lessons 

and Carols at Guildford  

Cathedral. The service 

opened with a beautiful 

‘Once in Royal’ duet from 

Jacob and Jonathon, which 

led on perfectly to            

performances from our 

many choirs: Lower and 

Upper Girls, Chamber, Schola Cantorum, Senior,  

Gospel and Barbershop. As always, it was lovely 

to hear their voices in the ambience of the       

cathedral. The Senior Brass Ensemble also did 

an amazing job, accompanying congregational 

carols, whilst the Trombone Ensemble closed the 

occasion with some upbeat Christmas music. The 

whole school coming together, always puts     

everyone in festive spirit. This year was my last 

service at school and it was a privilege to perform 

with the groups that make County so special.   
   Lucy Kerby    Music Ambassador  

Christmas 2018 

“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it” George Santayana 

This was the message which followed us, as around 70 Yr11s visited the city of Kraków, Poland and explored its dark, Holocaust history. 

After rising early for a 6am start, we landed in Kraków in the early afternoon and were greeted by sub-zero temperatures and light snowfall. 
The first stop was a visit to the museum on the site of the offices of Oskar Schindler’s factory. This immersive museum reminded us not only 
of the terror of the Nazi regime in Poland, but also the power of a single person’s compassion. Oskar Schindler saved over 1200 lives 
through giving them jobs in his enamel factory. Today there are more than 8,500 living decedents of these Jews - a positive message for 
the future.  

On the second day we visited the sites of Auschwitz I and Auschwitz Birkenau. Listening to our tour guide through individual headphones, 
we walked through the same looming gates as the thousands of prisoners and saw the horrific conditions they were forced to live and die 
under. For many of us, it was the sight of piles of possessions, stolen from prisoners as they entered the camps, which brought home the 
true scale and horror: named suitcases, mountains of human hair, tiny children’s shoes …  We could only imagine the fate of their owners. 
Even, after standing inside the only surviving gas chamber, it was still impossible to comprehend. 

The weather, as we walked around Birkenau, was bleak, and most of us were frozen, despite 4 or more layers. This made the impact of the 
camp all the more powerful, as we imagined what it would feel like in only the infamous striped pyjamas. The horror here came from the 
enormity of the camp and the knowledge that it was designed - drawn out by fellow human beings - and built for the purpose of mass   
murder. 

We spent the afternoon exploring the beautiful main square of Kraków which, unlike many major city centres, was left mostly untouched by 
the war.  After our meal at the hotel, we returned there in the evening for the highly anticipated ‘Krakow Challenge’, which included taking a 
photo with a nun - the reason behind some unusual photos in our camera rolls! 

On the last day, we visited the Galicia Jewish museum, and resident 
Holocaust expert, Miss Cole, gave us a tour of the Jewish quarter - a 
place which was once thriving with life and culture.                                         
The gallery of photos demonstrated how the Holocaust didn’t just take 
away the lives of over 6 million, it also destroyed an entire community 
and culture.. 

of a family which took her in 
and, crucially, the fact that 
she didn’t look Jewish, she 
was able to make it through 
the war. Despite all she had 
been through, she had an 
incredibly optimistic view 
about the world.              

Her  message to us was to always pursue our dreams and make the 
most of all the opportunities we have today.  It was this positive      
message that we carried with us, as we travelled home.                            
Thank you to all the staff involved for a wonderful trip!  Rachel Doran  Yr11 
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Perhaps the most humbling experience of all, was to meet a holocaust survivor and hear her story.    
Incredibly, she and her mother managed to escape the ghetto and, thanks to the kindness and bravery 
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Friends of GCS 

Focus on Fundraisng  
Dates for the Diary 
 

Tue 22 Jan GCS Boys Choir Event 

Thu 24 Jan ‘Neruda’, GCS Foreign Film Society 

Wed 30 Jan Lower School Concert 

Thu 31 Jan Yr10 Parents Evening 

Thu 07 Feb Yr11 Parents Evening 

Wed 13 Feb ‘Bad Hair’, Surrey Uni Spanish Film Festival 

Fri 15 Feb Half Term begins 

Fri 15 Feb Ski Trip to Bormio departs 

Marking 100 terms 

at Guildford County,             

Mr John Lewis has 

the pavilion at     

Urnfield dedicated to 

him. 

What a fantastic 

achievement! 

THANK YOU to all who have supported and participated thus far in raising funds for the Sports Hall.                                    
We are well on our way to achieving our £60,000 target. 

Please follow us on social media for details of specific events; get involved or email us for further information. 
Karen Telfer, Community Fundraiser 


