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I would very much like to 
thank all of our parents 
and carers for sending in 
their children regardless 
of the weather last week, 
and also for supporting 
the school as we hosted 
the Year 10 Parents       
Evening; this was       
despite the skies looking 
heavy and pregnant with 
the deluge that hit other 
parts of the UK.  
The atmosphere around 
school was lovely too, as 
the children arrived on      
Friday morning.  Hats 
and scarves covered 
bright red faces, but not 
one of them wore a 
frown.  All were happy to 
be here, even though 
many had seen the news 
of school closures     
elsewhere in the      
country.  
As we worked to clear 
the paths around the site 
before the children     
arrived, the sun came up 
over The Mount, and 
with the steam trailing 
from a thousand boilers, 
and wisps of smoke    
emanating from the 
chimneys of the town 

houses, Guildford 
looked, for all the world, 
like a painting by Lowry.  
The start, for sure, of   
another wonderful day!  
Using school email to 
see how many staff 
could safely make it into 
work, it very quickly    
became apparent that, 
come hell or high water, 
everyone was committed 
to a normal school day.  I 
am so grateful to all 
of our fantastic staff for 
so perfectly role-
modelling to the children 
the importance of facing 
challenges and, if safe, 
to do everything possible 
to come into school. 
We are so proud of all 
members of our         
community for their     
dedication to school and 
for their high levels of 
attendance.  Even with 
the current bout of 
coughs and sneezes, we 
are still seeing over 95% 
attendance from all year 
groups – County children 
clearly see that it is 
worth making the effort 
to come to school.  It is 
worth it because lessons 

are fun and engaging, 
because our facilities are 
second to none and still 
improving, and because 
the calm and purposeful 
atmosphere around 
school allows each and 
every child to flourish.  
(we look forward to     
telling you soon about 
developments with our 
Sports Hall – keep those 
donations coming in 
please!) 
As I reach the mid-way 
point of my first year as 
Head of School, I look 
back with pride and    
forward with excitement.  
We have a wonderful 
staff here at County and 
the students are the 
most incredible set of 
learners for whom I have 
ever had the pleasure to 
work.  Please, everyone, 
keep your focus on     
attendance.  The more 
they are here, the more 
they will learn and the 
better their life chances 
will be.  

Steve Smith, Head of School  
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The roles of a Head of House are 
many and varied, but one that I keep 
thinking of concentrating more on in 
future, is how we celebrate success 
within York House.  The ethos of the 
House has always been to take 

Spotlight on York … 

opportunities and get involved, do 
kind things for people, try to be 
happy and positive and radiate that 
warmth to others. The image above 
shows one of my slides from an 
assembly I gave back in November 
where I looked at the different ways 
we reward those in York that show 

this spirit.  It could be a small bag of sweets for top attendance; a 
phone call home for being a good friend; House points for helping put 
chairs out for an assembly; or a nomination for an award at prize   
giving. I hope those that receive these small tokens of our appreciation 
see that their good work is being recognised. One of our small tokens 
of congratulation is a postcard designed by one of our (now) Year 10 
pupils.  We have had the same postcard for 3 years and we sent so 
many in that time that we have run out: time for a new design! I 
launched a competition to design a new congratulations postcard  
during a House assembly and some of the pupils eagerly started to 
create one. The competition was open to all pupils in York and I’m 
pleased to show you the winning entries. The designs were so good 
we are going to get postcards made of both.  Hopefully one will drop 
through your door soon!  We are doing things like this in York in an 

effort to promote a positive    
culture within the house.                                                   
While hopefully preparing      
students to be good citizens and 
contributing members of society, 
we think that promoting and 
celebrating their success shows 
students that we care. If you 
have any suggestions of other 
rewards we could use within the 
house system please get in 
touch! Mike Briggs, Head of York                     

 

Friendship means a familiar and liking of each other’s 

minds. In Mr Thorpe’s assembly last week, we learned that 

there are different types of friendship. We were asked to 

think about the three types of friendship identified by the 

Greek philosopher and scientist, Aristotle: the self-

interested friendship, where some people use others for 

their own gain;  friendship for pleasure, where fun and lack 

of responsibility can be the source of friendship; and the 

perfect friendship, the one built on trust, goodness and 

appreciation, where you truly appreciate friends for who 

they are . 

It made me think that the friends we have now, may not be 

your friends in years to come. It also made me realise that 

we will not necessarily be friends with everyone, but it is 

important to get along with people, even if we do not      

consider them our friends; it is important not to make them 

or you unhappy. 

      Ellie Mai Havler 7H 

‘One of the most beautiful qualities of true   

friendship is to understand and to be understood’ 
Seneca the Younger, Roman Statesman 5BC- 65AD 

TeenTech Challenge Day @ the University of Surrey Sports Park 
Students across Yr8 attended a day of             
engineering, science and technology, at the       
University of Surrey Sports Park. 

It was an interactive event designed to inspire, 
and most importantly to give students first hand 
experiences of experiments, handling leading 
edge technology and spending time with            
engineers, technologists and scientists. 

Our students worked fiercely and professionally as 
a team, putting together an idea for a product that 
would provide company for people recuperating in 
hospital and at home alone. 

They confidently pitched their product in front of 
a large audience. 

I couldn’t be prouder that they then won ‘Best 
Pitch’ 

It was a fast moving day with lots of  
activities to keep students on their toes 
and minds stimulated! 

‘It’s a powerful intervention just    
before students make subject    
choices, dispelling gender              
stereotypes and shifting perceptions 
of careers teenagers may have      
considered “difficult”, “geeky” or 
“boring”. TEENTECH 

A fantastic day was had by all ... 

Thank you Year 8!!       Maggie Hambleton 

I liked when we used liquid nitrogen to make a 
banana into a hammer and hammered blu tac into 
wood.  Holly Barwell 

I really enjoyed the INNOVATION section 
… asking good questions and getting 
really amazing answers. Guy Bray 
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House Captains Review 

 This term has already seen the return of the 
House Cross Country – a chance to gain  
valuable points for York, whilst ‘enjoying’ the 
local countryside; well done to everyone who 
has taken part. Next half term promises yet 
more great competitions: House Chess, Quiz 
and the highly anticipated Winter House 
Sports, which we are sure will be as close as 
ever. Be sure to get involved and represent 
York; we are so close to 3rd place in the overall 
race, that it has never been more appropriate 
to say, ‘every point counts’!  We also look 
forward to Charity Week 2019 in March; this 
promises to be great fun and a chance to raise 
money for some very worthy causes. We wish 
all Yorkies a rest-filled half term break, and 
hope everyone comes back ready for serious 
competition!        Bekah and Connor  

After such a successful 2018 we are so 
excited to get on with 2019, with many big 
House events coming up in the next few 
months. We were delighted with the effort 
that the Lower School put in last term with 
large numbers of students wanting to get 
involved in both House Drama and House 
Basketball. With the added overall win of 
House Rowing, last term was a great      
success for Tudor. With both Charity Week 
and House Winter Sports coming up soon, 
we are looking forward to seeing the       
continued hard work and enthusiasm from 
Tudor House. During Charity Week, let’s 
raise the most money possible for deserving 
causes. Here’s to a massively successful 
2019.                Ben & Olivia 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

So far, Stuart House have made our 
time as House Captains brilliant - it 
has been really enjoyable and        
fun-filled. We are sad that it is our 
final term, but there is such a lot still 
to look forward to and achieve: 
House Quiz, House Chess, House 
Winter Sports and Charity Week, 
which, by the way, is looking to be a 
really memorable few days! So … 
here’s to these last few weeks in  
office. We are excited about seeing 
you all in these up and coming 
events.                                              
        Alfie & Chloe 

The month of January has 
passed so quickly, but, as with 
all school terms, there is     
always something big around 
the corner. Charity Week and 
House Winter Sports are only 
a few weeks away and we 
cannot wait for everyone to 
get involved with the different 
activities! Keep up with the 
effort Hanover - we need   
every single one of you on 
board!          JoJo & Amy 

 

Images featured below are the House Art entries from Summer 2018 

A short but busy half term, with Mock Results 
Assembly for our Yr11's and our Yr9's and 
13's both facing examinations. Despite the 
snow (that one speck), the ice and the     
illnesses, attendance has fantastic! We also 
displayed a great team spirit, during the 
House Cross Country competition. Whether 
you are a future Mo Farah or not, you gave it 
your best.  

Next half term promises to be an exciting 
one, with Winter House Sports, House Quiz, 
House Table Tennis AND Charity Week to 
look forward to. There are points to be won 
and I look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible involved in these events. 6 
weeks to claw our way back and retain the 
house cup!         Mishka & Nelson 

As time hurtles on, we find         
ourselves heading towards the end 
of our House Captaincy. We are 
keen then, to go out with a bang 
and follow on from the  successes 
of last term, especially doing so 
well in House Basketball. With 
Lancaster’s  traditional team spirit 
and enthusiasm, we want to see as 
many of you as possible             
participating in House Winter 
Sports and House Chess. Lets 
make our final push one to         
remember. Come on Lancaster! 
               Josh & Sophie 
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Maths Masterclasses @ University of Surrey           
in partnership with the Royal Institution 

At the Maths Masterclass we have gone through a variety of different and interesting maths areas such as algorithms and        
permutations; we have also looked at famous equations and theories. I have enjoyed being involved in these more advanced 
maths sessions because it’s a chance to improve and learn something new that will be useful in the future. Stefan Mashanovich 

I’ve really enjoyed the Maths 
Masterclass so far; we have 
covered many topics that are 
interesting to learn and also 
useful in the real world. My 
favourite session so far has 
been algorithms where we 
saved the world from a zombie 
invasion! I’m also looking     
forward to forensic maths next 
week. I’ve learned so much 
and hopefully it will come in 
useful in the future.              
Matilda Billinge 

Fancy yourself as a 
maths master?  

Try this starter activity! 

Answers on a postcard 
to Mr Grimmet ... 

Can algorithms save the world from a zombie invasion? 

During the Maths Fest 2019 trip to the Royal       
Institution in London, we experienced a series of 
talks from a variety of mathematicians. We got to 
meet and listen to many interesting people such 
as Matt Parker, from Numberphile, and Steve 
Mould, who explained to us that he has an entire 
effect named after him - The Mould Effect.  
The day was well organised with well-placed 
breaks and the talks were varied enough to    
capture every individuals’ interest at some point in 
the day. 
I really enjoyed Steve Mould’s talk; he explained 
the concept that the sphere is not the only 3D 
shape with a constant width. I enjoyed this a lot 
because he gave practical evidence to prove the 
idea. He stood on a wooden board placed on top 
of ‘constant width shapes’. He then demonstrated 
that the board was moving smoothly as if it had 
wheels - while trying not to fall off, of course! 
    Harry Digby - Year 13. 
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As part of our annual calendar of musical         
concerts and events, we normally take our GCS 
Boys Choir on tour. We visit primary schools 
in the local area, in order to share the message 
that boys can and do sing in secondary school.  
As a result of our tour last year, we                  
challenged Pirbright Primary School to create 
their own boys choir. We were delighted that they 
did and have managed to maintain this.   
So this year, their 20 strong choir joined our 118 
boys, along with invited male relations, to create 
some ‘instant’ singing. We enjoyed performances 
from both boys choirs, as well as a finale involving 
all 140 male voices. This was accompanied by 
our wonderful Sixth Form Band.   
Our boys commented that it was ... ‘fantastic to be 
role models for the younger boys, as it really     
encouraged them’ … ‘it was lovely to see the 
younger boys’ faces, as they changed from being 
nervous to confident’ … ‘it was an immense and 
empowering sound’.   
Well done to our GCS Boys for hosting and     
continuing to inspire the next generation.    

Caroline Gale  
Director Of Music, Head of Creative Arts  

  

Fathers getting into the 

swing of it all! 
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It is always great to hear from our Alumni; it reconfirms that 
there is life beyond GCS. However it is even better to hear that 
their interests at GCS have possibly influenced their future         
achievements. This time round it is a musical success story - 
one which has its roots firmly planted in Guildford County. 

When Alfie Davies left school to study at Exeter University, he 
took with him, thanks to our Barbershop group, a love of A 
Cappella singing. He was then very lucky to find himself a slot 
in the University’s, already well established, ‘Semi-Toned’ This 
talented group of A Cappella singers have won awards, been 
on tours to America and conquered the Scots at the Edinburgh 
Festival. Exciting then, that in April, they are performing locally 
at the Electric Theatre. Tickets are available directly from the 
Elecrtic’s Box Office. Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 

Lower 

School 

Concert 

 The concert started off with an amazing 
performance from the Lower School      
Orchestra. With over thirty five members on 
cello, flute, violin, oboe, clarinet, double 
bass, trombone, trumpet and French horn, it 
was an impressive start. 

We then had students from Yrs7,8 & 9 
sharing their musical talent. From singing 
solos to cello and violin duets to pianists, the 
talent was quite outstanding. 

The Single Reeds, Chamber Choir, Lower 
Girls’ Choir, Lower Strings and Yr9 Band 
worked together well and really proved their 
ability to the audience. 

We’d like to say a thank you to all 
the wonderful music teachers - 
especially Miss Heywood - and the 
Sixth Form students for           
accompanying performances and 
helping to create such a wonderful 
show.    
Michael Stringer and Ella Egan 
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On January 28th, thirty three A-Level Physics students 
and four members of staff flew to Geneva for 3 days. 
The trip was centred around a visit to the European 
Centre of Nuclear Research (CERN); the home of the 
Large Hadron Collider. 
Our exploration of Physics began with two hours in the 
History of Science Museum. This institution documents 
scientific progress in various subjects such as          
astronomy, microscopy, meteorology and electricity, 
with a variety of interesting exhibits. We were          
fascinated by the collection of scientific measuring   
apparatus dating from 17th-19th century. These were 
largely optical, but also included historic thermometers 
and barometers. Most exhibits were annotated in 
French, so my sixth form French studies proved useful, 
as there were no other French students amongst us. 
We had an early start the following morning (we tried to 
forget this was 5.30am UK time) for a tram ride to 
CERN. Arriving to a gentle flurry of snow we were   
directed straight to the Microcosm Exhibition to take a 
virtual journey through CERN’s key installations. We 
followed the path of particles from a bottle of hydrogen, 
through the network of accelerators and on to collision 
inside vast experiments. The working cloud chamber 

Never happier than on an 

A-Level physics trip! 

particle detector was a 
highlight for many of us. 
Our tour took us to the 
only antimatter factory in 
the world where a     
surprising quantity of foil 
is used for such        
important technology! 
We saw the antiproton 
decelerator, which is a 
unique machine that 
produces low-energy 

antiprotons for studies of         
antimatter, and which creates 
antiatoms. We were able to stand 
very close to the machine as it 
was turned off - hugely exciting. 
The second half of the tour was 
in CERN’s vast server building 
where we were shown amazing 

developments in data processing technology. We learned that the number of DVDs needed to store all the data at CERN in one year 
would amount to four towers of DVDs, each as tall as Mont Blanc! 
On the final day of our trip we visited the United Nations Building. Our tour included the Human Rights Room, where negotiations to solve 
many recent conflicts have taken place, and the General Assembly Hall, which has the capacity to seat 1800. The tour was interesting 
and informative, and, in particular, the ceiling in the Human Rights Room was incredibly impressive. 
After lunch, despite the grey weather, we enjoyed a boat trip round Lake Geneva. We passed the Jet d’Eau, the largest water fountain in 
the world at 140m tall, and enjoyed a fantastic view of the mountains surrounding the lake. Luckily there was also time to purchase some 
local Swiss confectionery for the journey home.  
I’m sure all my fellow Physicists would like to join me in thanking all the staff for making such a fascinating trip possible. It allowed us 
such an insight into contemporary practical physics problems, bringing the curriculum to life.   Isabelle Humphreys Yr12 

A’Level Physicists on a ‘molecular’ journey! 
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What a great start to 2019 Guildford County Teams have had! 
Both Yr7 and Yr8 Girls’ Basketball Teams have won their Guildford area tournaments, as well as the U14 Boys Basketball Team 
coming second in theirs. We also had success in the Yr7 indoor athletics competition, the Yr9 girls won their indoor football       
tournament and the U14 Hockey Team narrowly lost 2-1 against George Abbott - a marked improvement from their double figures 
loss last year…  
However, the 2019 highlight so far, must be the success of the Yr11 Boys Rugby Team who have got through to the County Cup 
Final for the first time in the school’s history. A win in January against Rutlish, set up a semi-final against Royal Alexander and 
Albert last week. This was a team who had not lost all season, starting the game with an air of confidence that unnerved the  

County boys. However, straight 
from the first whistle the boys took 
the game to the opposition,      
dominating around the breakdown 
and controlling the game in every 
area. The boys fully deserved the 
24-5 victory and, even though all 
19 boys played their hearts out, 
special mention must go to scrum 
half Maric Gomez, who was     
exceptional in attack and defence, 
and also to Henrique Gabriel 
whose work rate was outstanding, 
resulting in two tries and numerous 
turnovers. 
The final will be against Howard of 
Effingham and will be held at   
Cobham Rugby Club on the 4th 
March. It would be fantastic to see 
as many supporters there as   
possible to cheer on the boys. 
Dave Ayres, Head of PE 
 

Yr11 Rugby  on a rolling maul ... 

GCS is delighted to announce a new              
collaboration with the University of Surrey. 

On Wednesday 13th February, the Sixth Form    
Common Room was abuzz, as we launched the 

Spanish Film Festival - hosting a series of Spanish 
speaking films which are showing on Wednesday 

evenings throughout February and March. Films are 
free with a donation bar for snacks and               

refreshments. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

For further details of this, and our own Foreign Film 

Society, please follow 

GCS Community Twitter @gcs_community  

Instagram guildfordcountycommunity 
Caroline Brooks, Languages & Lesley Nicole, Community Arts 

‘Thank you for welcoming me at the GCS Foreign 
Film Society and for holding events like these; they 
are a treasure to the community!’                 Xiomara 

 

A Full House @ Spanish Film Festival 

Celebrating the new wave of Ibero American Cinema 
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We have organised a fantastic line up of events this year … and we would love to see you there. Connect 

with us with us on social media for more details. We are going to crush our £60k target to raise money for 

the Sports Hall. Thank you all for your support. Karen Telfer, Community Fundraiser 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates  

for the  

Diary 

Fri 15 Feb Half Term begins and Ski Trip departs 
Mon 25 Feb School returns 
Wed 27 Feb Uni of Surrey Spanish Film Festival ‘Asier and I’ 
Thu 28 Feb GCS Foreign Film Society ‘The Way He Looks’ 
Mon 04 Mar Yr12 Geography Trip to Slapton 
Wed 06 Mar Uni of Surrey Spanish Film Festival ‘7 Boxes’ 
Thu 07 Mar GCS Foreign Film Society ‘Son of the Bride’ 
Mon 11 Mar CHARITY WEEK begins 


