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Too bold a statement? 

As the impact of modern life on the 
environment is becoming           
increasingly evident and, at times, 
alarming, it is important to          
understand and appreciate the 
impact that we are having on both 
the present and future. In last 
month’s newsletter, Miss Bush 
raised the      
question of 
whether small 
changes can 
make big      
differences. If we 
all become more 
conscious of the 
single use      
plastics we use, 
then could the 
damage we have 
already caused, 
and mistakes we 
have already 
made, really be 

overturned?  

Greta Thunberg, 
the 16-year-old 
Swedish climate 
activist, who has 
inspired the  
European wide school climate 
strikes, has proposed that it is a 
system change that is necessary to 
combat climate change and global 
warming. It is being suggested more 
widely that the production and   
consumerism of our society needs 
to be revised for us to reverse the 

increasing temperatures that are 
causing damage across the world. 
To move away from the capitalist 
approach we have, would take a 
monumental shift in the way we 
think; something that I cannot quite 

get my head around at this stage. 

However, what I am trying to     
consider more and more is what 
small things I can do to make a 

difference. Single use plastic is a 
great place to start, and Miss 
Bush’s suggestions need to be 

considered by us all.  

Further to this, with an ever-growing 
population, reflecting on how much 
meat we consume is crucial to curb 
the trend of rising global            

temperatures. Via greenhouse 
gases from livestock, deforestation 
and water shortage from farming, 
food production causes great    
damage to the environment. After 
being engrossed in David           
Attenbrough’s latest documentary, 
‘Climate Change -The Facts’ I 
have begun to consider how much 
meat I eat and how necessary this 

is. Do I really 
need to eat meat 
with every meal? 
If we all began to 
eat one meal a 
week that was 
vegetarian, would 
this make a    
difference? What 
about two meals? 
This seems pretty 
manageable and 
knowing I am 
doing something, 
even if it is    
something as 
small as this, then 
at least I am 
making a small 

difference, right?  

 

 

So, do small changes really make 
big differences? I’ve got to hope 
that they do, because huge    
changes to the ‘system’ seem a 
long way off for us, and maybe it will 

be too late by then.  

 
Dave Ayres, Head of PE 

‘System Change, Not Climate Change’ 

Legumes, vegetables, fruit, seeds and nuts  -  all crucial  to a necessary system change? 
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What is better than an hour of difficult maths?..... 
Why, another hour of difficult maths of course!  9 County students 
won that prize when they qualified for the international round of the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge.  Eleanor Daniels in Yr9 was one of 
those, saying “I truly believe maths is a universal language. This 
challenge made me feel more connected to the international maths 
community. It was a great experience and gave me an opportunity to 
try different and challenging maths skills. I loved taking part alongside 

students from across the globe." 

Nearly a hundred County students from Years 9 to 11 took part in the 
first round in February, joining over 3000 other UK schools for the 
challenge, organised by the UK Mathematics Trust.  Over 60% 
achieved gold, silver or bronze certificates, which is an impressive 
feat and well above the national average of 40%.  Congratulations to 

all! 

The UKMT challenges aim to stimulate mathematical problem solving, 
and are cited by several alumni and other acclaimed mathematicians 
as being catalysts for further and higher mathematical studies.  Have 
a go yourself with a question from this year’s paper opposite -      

solution at the end of this newsletter 
The Junior Challenge took place at the end of April; we’re excitedly awaiting 
the results.                                  Carole Weston, Mathematics 

 

Before each exam, I would harass 
my dad with questions … What if I 
don’t do very well? What if I can’t 
answer the questions? What if I 
don’t finish the exam? My dad, an 
experienced teacher and, more   
importantly, a fine human being, 
would look at me and say, ‘The 
world will continue turning. You just 
need to try your best and keep     
going.’ 

Twenty-one years later, when I got married, his speech was one of everyone’s highlights - he        
actually fancies himself as ‘Isle of Wight Comedian of the Year’. In it he said that the quality he     
admired most in me is that I never give up – I’ll have a cry, but I’ll get up the next day and start 
again. I still don’t think he realises that he is the one who taught me that quality. 

You may ask what this has got to do with Tudor House, but there is a link … I would like all the    
Tudor students to know the importance of trying your best and starting again. School is full of      
challenges, both academically and emotionally. There will be days when life is really tough and it 
seems overwhelming, but each day offers us a new opportunity to change – even if that change is 
tiny. 

Recently, Tudor House had its last assembly with our Yr11s and I showed them a speech made by 
Dr Rick Rigsby – ‘Lessons from a Third Grade Dropout’. It offers some rather powerful advice about 
how to live life. Dr Rigsby offers many anecdotes, explaining how his dad’s advice has moulded him. 
I would like to share his dad’s advice, like I shared it that day with Tudor House. He advised that 
‘you would not judge, that you would show up early, that you would be kind and that you would not 
give up.’ 

My hope for all the students in Tudor is that they become resilient young people, who are not afraid 
to try new things, who are always willing to try their best and who are always prepared to start again. 
                        
                  Pip Simmonds, Head of Tudor 

Another exam season has just begun 
at County and it always brings back 
memories for me of my own GCSEs. I 
remember the adrenaline, the fear and 
desperately wanting to do well, whilst 
also trying to persuade my friends that 
I didn’t care – I don’t think they        
believed me! 
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Congratulations 

Eleanor Daniels 

Josh Wright  

Louis Tappenden 

who made it  

through to  

the second round  

of the  

Intermediate  

Maths Challenge. 



 

Page 3 

 

2019New House Captains2020 

 

  

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Images featured below are the House Art entries from Summer 2018 

First of all we’d like to say that to be elected 
Stuart House Captains is an honour,          
especially as we were up against some great              
candidates - so thank you so much to          
everyone who voted. We are 100% focused 
on the task ahead and that task is to take 
home every single House event this term. We 
have already begun preparing for House Art, 
House Music and House Public Speaking. 
Alfie and Chloe led our great House to glory 
last year in House Music and we are looking 
to make it back to back. Working with the 
whole House on the House Song will be fun. 
We will give 110% in every House event, as 
they all contribute to lifting the coveted House 
Cup, a title that has eluded this great House 
for so long. It’s now time for a change             
    Tom and Elodie 

Hi everyone! First of all, we would 
like to say thanks to all of you for 
voting us in as House Captains. As 
you all know, Hanover is the ‘best’ 
House and so being chosen to    
represent such a great bunch of 
people is a real honour. In return, 
we promise our full dedication to 
make sure Hanover finishes in 1

st
 

place. We can't wait to get started 
on all the House competitions and 
get to know you all better in the  
process! This is the year Hanover 
will smash it!        Jamie and Madiha 

We are very grateful to have been 
voted in as Lancaster’s House 
Captains and we can’t wait to start 
working with the House. Ever 
since Yr7, we have been taking 
part in House activities and will be 
excited to build on the great work 
Josh and Sophie did last year. 
Lancaster is a hard-working,     
talented and enthusiastic House 
and we believe that it is capable of 
great things. We are positive that 
this will be an amazing year for 
Lancaster!      Billy and Hora 

As the new Windsor House Captains, we 
have a lot of love for our House and big 
plans for the competitive year ahead. We 
hope to tackle the next big competitions 
such as House Art, House Music and 
House Summer Sports with the same fun 
focused approach that Windsor takes to 
every competition, whilst also being a 
source of support for many of our younger 
students. We are lucky to be leading such 
talented young people, so we hope as 
many will get involved as possible. We 
can't wait to see what we can all achieve 
together. Ollie and Bethan  

Hi, we are Alex and Emily and we are 
pleased to be the new Tudor House  
Captains. We are looking forward to 
working hard to try to make this year a 
fun and successful one for the House. 
We aim to foster the togetherness and 
team spirit which Tudor has, in order to 
get the best out of everyone and to make 
it as enjoyable as possible. With House 
Public Speaking, House Music and Art all 
on the horizon we are looking forward to 
it getting started and seeing the variety of 
talent which Tudor has. Hopefully we can 
bring the House together, to help return 
the House Cup back to where it belongs! 
Alex and Emily 

We are very excited to be the new York 
House Captains. We cannot wait to get 
started with the House competitions, as 
we love a challenge. We already have 
great ideas for the upcoming House 
events such as House Art, House     
Music and House Summer Sports. We 
hope to be very successful in these. 
Our aims are to get everyone involved 
and really enjoying being part of York 
House. We also want to keep it  feeling 
like a family, which we really pride    
ourselves on. This combination should 
lead York House to victory!   
         Stella and Harry  
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  And it’s goodbye  from . . . 

  Year 13 . . . be proud of all that you have achieved! 
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 Ellie Mansfield     Dougal Chudley   Polly Moon 
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I feel really privileged to be 
selected as a GCS Sports 
Ambassador. Despite only 

joining the school at the    
beginning of Sixth Form, I can 
already tell that sport means 
so much here. I believe it is 
an integral part of the whole 
school experience and it has 
provided me with so many 
memories. This is why I will 
continue to promote sport at 

Guildford County for the    
duration of my time here.  

Growing up and during my 
time at Guildford County, 
sport has played a huge 

part in my life. It has really 
helped me to find my tribe 

and gain confidence in  
myself. I want to encourage 
everyone to get as involved 
in sport as they can here, as 
it has the ability to take you 
to some amazing places!   

Sport, throughout my 
years here, has provided 

me with a sense of    
involvement, It has been 

a vital element of my 
school life and I now want 
to inspire others. The PE 
Department has helped 
me to maintain this by 
providing continuous 
support and I have so 

many wonderful         
memories from fixtures 

played for school. 

 

 

What great days of sport we 
have had at County recently.  
The U13 Girls Handball Squad played in the 
South East Regional finals at the Sports Park, 
beating teams from Hampshire, Kent and     
Buckinghamshire. Starting with a 9-5 victory vs 
Henry Beaufort, the girls then followed with    
another win 9-3 against Rainham Mark       
Grammar, before nailing the final game in the 
round, beating Shenley Brook End. 

In the final they won again to become Regional 
Champions! Boom! Olivia Kirby PE 
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 Continuing the winning streak were Yr7 Netball Girls, 
securing great results in the County prelim rounds 
against St Peters, Rosebery, Matthew Arnold and 
Warlingham, and, although they then lost to Woking 
High, GCS still made it through to the semis. A solid 
performance against Ashcombe returned an 8-2 win. 
The final was against St John the Baptist where they 
made a good start - keeping calm and shooting well. 
Unfortunately a nasty fall on court and a wounded   
player, meant a change around of positions. After quite 
a long injury time, they returned to the court. Perhaps 
their flow was lost? Maybe they panicked a bit? The 
girls still fought hard but were unlucky in the end. Final 
score 5-7. The team was amazing and played their 
best. Second in the County is a commendable    
achievement.  
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Earlier this month, our Funk Band hosted their first Funk Night in 
true ‘gig’ style, with the 140 strong audience dancing to a range of 

classic and contemporary funk tunes.  
Our thanks go to this wonderful group of young musicians: 

Vocals:  
Luca Mohamed, Amber Payne, Elodie Green and Mia Sugunasingha 

Horns:  
Dom Unwin, Matty Stephenson, Dagmar Fredborg and Olivia Fennell 

Keys:  
Henrique Gabriel & William Ho 

Guitars:  
Oz Cliff, Alfie Reeves 

Bass:  
James Lawson 

Kit & Percussion:  
Luca Crosta and Charlie Payne 

Also thanks to David Gale for his incredible,                                   
bespoke arrangements, rehearsals and drive. 

Caroline Gale, Director of Music 

 

Music Ambassadors  
2019-2020 

Cameron Bahmaie and Matty Stephenson 

I primarily play Bass Trombone, 
achieving Grade 8, but also 
dabble on piano from time to 
time. In school I partake in as 
many ensembles as I can:   
Trombone Choir, Senior Brass 
Ensemble, Big Band, and    
Barbershop to name a few. 
Outside of school I play with the 
Surrey County Youth Orchestra 
and on Saturdays I attend the 
Royal College of Music Junior 
Department with the hope of 
pursuing music as a career. At 
GCS I would like to help develop 
the already fabulous Boys Choir 
in which many of my fondest 
memories of music in County 
started, continuing to break 
down the barrier that ‘singing 
isn’t cool’. I also aim to       
encourage many of 
our instrumentalists to play in 
ensembles. I look forward to 
helping continue the excellence 
of Music at County;  it’s always 
an honour to take part in      
everything we do! Cameron 

I am a Grade 8 pianist and jazz 
pianist and I play the trombone 
in many ensembles at school     
including Funk Band, Big Band, 
Trombone Ensemble, and  
Senior Brass Ensemble. I am 
very much looking forward to the 
year ahead and am hoping to 
help develop our informal    
concerts to be as inclusive and 
varied possible. I have been 
involved in the Les Miserables 
production, the most recent 
Glive Gala Concert and being a 
part of our Boys Choir, which is 
unique in its large number of 
very (sometimes excessively)         
enthusiastic  pupils. These are 
memories that will never leave 
me, and will stand out as some 
of the best times I’ve had at 
County. 

The music we have at this 
school is very unique and I have 
been very lucky to be a part of it 
all, so I hope to get as many 
people feeling the same way 
about music as I do. Matty 
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Year 7 in the Wye ‘Valley of Adventure’ 
The fact that we didn’t have phones 

allowed us to connect and open up to 

each other, creating new friendships 

and bonds. Without our phones we 

talked to each other face to face! 

Many of the activities were          

challenging whilst also providing a 

taste of fun, engagement and        

aggravating agony in the team     

building. Sam   

I really enjoyed my time on the Wye Valley trip, because I got 

to know more about people in my year and what kind of       

characters they are. I may not have always been in a group 

with all my friends, but it meant I got to know the strengths 

of others in my year. Emma 

I had a great time on the Alex Rider trip. There were 

lots of exciting activities and opportunities.  My favourite 

activities were archery and team building. . I personally 

preferred the outdoor adventure activities, such as the 

walks, archery, team building and fire making. Evie 

My favourite part of 

this trip was bush 

craft because I love 

making fires and  

running in the woods. 

We had to collect our 

own sticks and build 

the structure, then 

we got to light it 

with flint and steel. 

We also got to toast 

marshmallows - I 

burnt mine.  :( 

Emily 
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THEY DID IT  
They walked 

They climbed 
They conquered!  

They raised 5K for the Sports Hall 
 

We slept! 

In 23 hours and 36 minutes ... 
They completed the 3 peaks challenge!  

Ken Bacon &   
 Annette        

Passingham           
as the support team 

Max Passingham Yr9 
Marion Wicks              
Karen Collins            

Martin Passingham                                        
as the climbers 

CONGRATULATIONS 
But - you can still do something - it’s not too late! 

You can still sponsor them ... 
You can still donate here ... 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/countypeakschallenge 

Ben Nevis 

Scafell Pike 

Snowden 

NAILED 

MATHS ANS: 

1,000,000,000 / 25,000  

= 40,000 elephants  Dates for the Diary: 

Fri 24 May Half Term 

Mon 03 June Final Half Term begins 

Thu 06 June  Vocal Concert 

Thu 13 June GCS Foreign Film Society - ‘Graduation’ 

Tue 18 June ‘Stringendo’ Concert  

Fri 21 June Wye Valley TAKE 2 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/countypeakschallenge

