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Introduction 
Welcome to the A level Art course. Over the next two years you will have the 
opportunity to develop your artistic skills using a wide range of media and techniques.  
 
You will need to be self-motivated and have an open mind. This will allow your work to 
develop in exciting and inspirational ways. 
 
You may well develop completely new ways of working and you will get credit for this. 
 
Art is a wonderfully exciting, rewarding and enriching subject and the Art Department at 
Guildford County School is committed to helping you realise your potential and enjoy 
your Art education, but it is you and your ideas that will really make the course a success 
and we are really looking forward to seeing what you can achieve. We really hope that 
you enjoy the course. 
 
Mrs Rebekah Smith– Head of Art 
 
 
 
 

 
Front cover: Personal Investigation theme: Old and Young by Stella Abraham in Year 13

http://sbchic.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/okeeffe-clouds-quote.jpg
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How can you get the most out of the courses? 
You should possess a genuine interest in the subject and be self motivated and willing to 
experiment with materials and techniques. The course provides an exciting opportunity 
to further develop creative ability. You will continue to develop your understanding of 
aesthetics, form, composition, materials and the need to be able to solve problems 
creatively. Both the Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE course require 
development of the skills already attained at GCSE level.  
 
The course follows AQA Art and Design – Fine Art. 
 
How will you benefit from the course? 
The skills learnt through the course will equip you for future creative careers such as 
artist, architect, product designer, graphic designer, fashion designer, photographer or 
stage set designer to name but a few, but it also provides a sound background for other 
less obvious careers where the ability to think differently and creatively gives an 
individual the edge on the competition. Self expression is actively encouraged through 
the artwork, the written word and discussion. These are valuable tools for all aspects of 
future life. The Art Department is committed to providing a diverse, innovative course 
which will provide a rewarding and exciting element to your A Level choices.  
 

4. How is it assessed? 
 

Year 12: Portfolio 
 
The course will begin with a series of practical workshops with drawing at the core 
revising and developing drawing and skills in a variety of techniques and media while 
broadening your knowledge of art and artists. 
 

The second part of the course will develop your practical, investigative, 

experimental and research skills in relation to a given theme.  You are required to 
research images using your own photography, internet, and books and also draw from 
life.  Practical work is presented in a sketchbook which shows the clear development of 
ideas towards a final piece which could be a painting, sculpture, textile piece or any 
other creative idea. Art links will also be used for inspiration. The aim of the project is to 
meet the 4 Assessment Objectives (see link on Page 4) used in marking the work – these 
cover drawing, use of media and idea development and use of art history sources, as 
well as producing a final outcome. Annotation should be included in your sketchbook 
and should indicate a clear understanding of the context of your research and work as 
well as appropriate use of relevant vocabulary. 
 
There will be an opportunity to attend Life Drawing classes at RGS and you are strongly 
recommended to do so. 
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Summer term in Year 12 & Year 13: Fine Art 
 
 Component 1: Personal Investigation 
 No time limit 
 96 marks 
 60% of A-level 
 
You will undertake a practical investigation exploring a focus within the theme: 
CONTRASTS. This practical work will be supported by written material. The focus of the 
investigation will be identified independently by you and will lead to a finished outcome 
(a final piece of work). The investigation will demonstrate your ability to develop a 
cohesive line of argument whilst evidencing your practical skill. A wide range of 
techniques will be explored using an appropriate range of materials. Your Personal 
Investigation includes an extended written element of between 1000-3000 to 
compliment and support your practical investigation.  You will be able to discuss your 
ideas and focus for this written element with your teachers.  While it can be creatively 
presented, it needs to demonstrate good writing skills, structure and include a 
bibliography of your research. 
 
 Component 2: Externally set assignment 
 Preparatory period: Approximately 4 months +15 hours supervised time 
 96 marks 
 40% of A-level 
 
You will be provided with an externally set question paper. The question paper consists 
of a choice of eight questions to be used as starting points. You will be required to 
choose one of these questions as the focus for your investigations. The question papers 
will be provided on 1st February or as soon as possible after this date. Following the 
preparatory period you will undertake 15 hours of unaided supervised time in which 
they will develop an outcome or a series of outcome/s. 
This is the mark sheet that will be used to mark your work. You will be awarded a mark 
for each Assessment objective 
 
 
Specimen Assessment material can be found on the AQA website: 
 
 http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-7202-SQP.PDF  
 
The Scheme of Assessment can be found here: 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level/art-and-design/scheme-of-assessment  

 
 
 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-7202-SQP.PDF
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level/art-and-design/scheme-of-assessment
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Developing a portfolio for interview 
 
If you decide to progress onto an art related course at college or university you will be 
required to present a portfolio at interview. We will discuss this with you at the time, 
but here are a few helpful tips. 
 
Use this checklist to help you choose work to put into the portfolio.  
 
Different courses look for different things, so it is important that you think about what 
skills they will want to see evidence of.  
 
Include the following: 

 Examples of observational drawing in a range of different media 

 Examples of your imaginative work demonstrating your expressive use of media 

 Photographs of 3D work and 2D work that is too big to transport – make sure 
that the photos are high quality and show the work off at 
its best.  

 Developmental work – sketch ideas etc…You might 
decide to photograph exciting pages of your sketchbook. 

 Examples of your analytical work – work that has been 
annotated. 

 

Ask your art teachers to check through your portfolio 
before you go to interview. 
 
If you are looking to invest in some materials for the course, 
the following are recommended:  
 

 A1 portfolio/carry folder 
 A3 carry folder* 
 A4 research folder/sketchbook/scrapbook for research 
 A3 sketchbook* 
 Watercolours  
 Oil Pastels 
 Set of Acrylic paints 
 Set of Drawing pencils/media including rubber/pencil 

sharpener 
 USB stick 

 
Please note you will have access to all these media in school and 
are able to purchased * items from school 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Sketchbook work from Portfolio by Aly, yr 12 
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Art Department Expectations 
 
Please ensure that you read the following information and share it with your parents / 
guardians.  
 
Expectations 
By opting to do an A Level Art course you are making a commitment. We are committed 
to providing you with the best possible opportunities to develop your artistic ability. In 
return our expectation is that you will do your best at all times and work effectively to 
reach your potential. As an A Level student you will experience greater freedom than in 
the past, but there are a number of ground rules that must be kept in mind: 
 
Homework 
You will be set homework every week and you are expected to complete it on time and 
to the best of your ability. This will amount to 7 hours.  The Sixth Form Studio – AD4 is 
for YOU to use in your free lessons, at lunch and after school (provided there is an art 
teacher in the building) – we do expect you to leave it tidy for others to use. 
 
Be ready to work 
You must attend every lesson and arrive promptly. You should also ensure that you have 
the correct equipment with you to progress your work. This will include your 
sketchbook. 
 
Deadlines 
Internal deadlines for coursework and exam work must be met. Deadlines will be clearly 
communicated to you by your teacher. Pressure of work from other subject areas 
should not be used as an excuse for missed deadlines or underdeveloped work. You will 
be provided with clear guidance throughout the course to ensure that your work is 
progressing at the correct pace. 
 
Respect for artwork, art work spaces and equipment 
The expectation is that you will tidy up effectively at the end of each art session. This 
includes putting away of work, cleaning of equipment, returning equipment to the 
correct storage space and wiping down of surfaces. You will be provided with a drawer 
to store your work in. Work that is needlessly left out might get lost or damaged.  
 
Attendance at help sessions 
If it is felt that you are not making appropriate progress you will be given the 
opportunity to attend an after school help session. The expectation is that you will 
attend until your work is back on track. 
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Dates for your diary 2021-23: 

o Oct 2021 Target Grades will be given. 

(based on your overall performance and ALPS predictions) 

o Autumn Half Term: Interim report  

(incl. lesson attendance).  

o End of Autumn Term: Interim report  

(incl.  lesson attendance).  

o Spring term 2022 : Deadline for Year 12 Coursework Portfolio. 

o Spring term Mock exam 5– 10 hours to complete a final piece date TBC 

o Summer term 2022 introduction of Component 1 - preparation begins 

o January 31st 2023 deadline for Component 1 

o February 1st 2023 Component 2 – Externally set Assignment – preparatory work begins 

o April/May Externally set Assignment 15 hour exam  

o Date TBC: Art Exhibition and Soiree. Students arrange and curate their own exhibition 
which will be open to the public.  

o August 2023: A level Results 

      _____________________________________________________ 
 
For further information, following the link to the full AQA Art and Design specification: 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level/art-and-design  
 
This link will show you specimen Component 2 papers for the AS and A-Level course: 
 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-7242-SQP-V0-2.PDF  
 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-7202-SQP-V1-1.PDF  
 
Other useful links: 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/Art-and-Design-higher-education-
community 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level/art-and-design
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-7242-SQP-V0-2.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-7202-SQP-V1-1.PDF
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/Art-and-Design-higher-education-community
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/Art-and-Design-higher-education-community
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A level Portfolio – half term tracking 
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AQA Suggested useful resources/reference/research material for 
Fine art 

Author Title Publisher 

Bell, J (2004) Five Hundred Self-Portraits Phaidon 

Blazwick, I and Wilson, S 

(editors) (2000) 

Tate Modern the Handbook Tate Publishing 

Blistene, B (2001) A History of the 21st Century Art Flammarion Beaux Arts 

SA 

Chadwick, W (1991) Women Artists and the Surrealist 

Movement 

Thames & Hudson, 

London 

Chipp, H B (1992) Theories of Modern Art California Press 

Collings, M (2000) This is Modern Art Weidenfield and 

Nicholson, London 

Coppel, S & Kierkuc-Bielinski, J 

(2008) 

The American Scene: Prints from Hopper 

to Pollock 

British Museum Press 

Elger, D (1998) Expressionism Taschen, Cologne 

Grosenick, U (2001) Women Artists in the 20th and 21st 

Century 

Taschen 

Grosenick, U (2002) 

Riemschneider, B 

Art Now Taschen 

Heller, N (2003) Women Artists Aberville Press 

Hughes, R (1980) The Shock of the New British Broadcasting 
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Author Title Publisher 

Corporation, London 

Kerrigan, M Asian Art Flame Tree Publishing 

Larbalesteir, S (1993) The Art and Craft of Montage Mitchell Beazley 

Lynton, N (1980) The Story of Modern Art Phaidon, London 

Marsh, J and Nunn, P (1998) Pre-Raphaelite Women Artists Thames & Hudson, 

London 

Mayer, M (2010) Basquiat – compact edition Merrell, London 

Ross, J, Romano, C & Ross, J 

(1991) 

The Complete Printmaker Collier Paperbacks 

Rowling, N (2003) Art Source Book Quantum 

Selby, A (2013) Animation Laurence King 

Publishing 

Smith, E L (1995) Art Today Phaidon, London 

Sydney, C (1986) Flower Painting Phaidon 

Ternan, M (2013) Stop Motion Animation Apple 

Tintagli, P (1997) Women in Renaissance Art Manchester University 

Press 

Wallis, B (2010) Land and Environmental Art Phaidon 
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Looking at Artists 

 

 

Useful terms 

What materials do you think that the artist 

has used?   

oil paint, acrylic paint, pastels, chalk, pencil, 

pen and ink, collage, plaster, marble, digital 

image, etc. How has the artist used the 

materials? 

painted, pasted, palette knife, built, 

constructed, brushed, smudged, flicked, 

dotted, pointillist, montage, installation 

print,sculpt,etc. 

How would you describe the formal 

elements used in the work? 

line - fat, thin, straight, curved, dotted, 

wavy, zigzag etc. 

tone - dark, dense, light, bright, contrasting, 

gradated, blended, smudged etc. 

colour - bright, vivid, garish, dull, hue, tint, 

intensity,  

subdued, restricted palette, monotone, 

shade, brilliance etc. 

texture - rough, smooth, natural, 

mechanical, grain, fabric, mechanical, 

wooden, furry etc. 

pattern – design, ornament, decoration, 

regular, irregular, symmetrical, 

asymmetrical, repeating, tessellating etc. 

shape - big, small, jagged, smooth, flat, 

contour, silhouette, circular, square, 

rectangular, triangular etc. 

form - solid, three-dimensional, structure, 

constructed, rounded, smooth, rough, large, 

small etc. 

space – cramped, arranged, linear, depth, 

organised, disorganised, claustrophobic, 

expansive etc.  

Composition 

What are the important features of the 

image you are looking at? 

describe its structure - square, rectangular, 

triangular, regular, irregular, spaced, 

compact etc. 

what is in the background? 

what is in the foreground? 

how has perspective been used? 

 

Knowledge Who made this piece of work? What is the title? 
When was it made? 

Opinion  I think that the picture is…   because 

 The picture makes me feel…  because 

 The picture reminds me of…. 

 I think the artist was aiming to show… 
 

Subject Matter  In this picture, I can see... 

 My eyes are drawn straight to.. 

 In the background, there is... 

 In the middle ground, I can see... 

 In the foreground, there are... 

 Overall, I can describe the artwork as... 

Elements- Every 
picture may not 
have all of the 
visual elements 
just describe the 
ones you can see 

 The lines and shapes are... 

 The colours and tones are... 

 I can also see textures and patterns that 
are... 

 

Media- What 
materials and 
techniques have 
the artists used 

 The materials that have been used are…..  

 The technique for these materials is…. 

Intent- Why did 
the artist produce 
the work 

 The artist produced this work because… 

 The theme or meaning of the work is… 

 I think the artist was feeling…. when they 
produced the work because 

 I think the work is personal/a big statement 
because… 

 

Future Thoughts  Before I started looking closely at this 
picture, I thought... 

 Now I have looked more closely, I think...  

 Looking at this artist has shown me… 

 The most important part of this work to me 
is.. 

 


