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Section B: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from chapter 1 of Jekyll and Hyde, and then answer the question that follows.

As the story begins, Utterson and Enfield are taking their regular Sunday stroll and walking down a
particularly prosperous-looking street. They come upon a neglected building, which seems out of
place in the neighbourhood, and Enfield relates a story in connection with it.

It chanced on one of these rambles that their way led them down a by-street in a busy
quarter of London. The street was small and what is called quiet, but it drove a
thriving trade on the week-days. The inhabitants were all doing well, it seemed, and
all emulously hoping to do better still, and laying out the surplus of their gains in
coquetry; so that the shop fronts stood along that thoroughfare with an air of 5
invitation, like rows of smiling saleswomen. Even on Sunday, when it veiled its more

florid charms and lay comparatively empty of passage, the street shone out in contrast

to its dingy neighbourhood, like a fire in a forest; and with its freshly painted shutters,

well-polished brasses, and general cleanliness and gaiety of note, instantly caught and

pleased the eye of the passenger. 10
Two doors from one corner, on the left hand going east, the line was broken by the
entry of a court; and just at that point, a certain sinister block of building thrust
forward its gable on the street. It was two stories high; showed no window, nothing
but a door on the lower story and a blind forehead of discoloured wall on the upper;
and bore in every feature, the marks of prolonged and sordid negligence. The door, 15
which was equipped with neither bell nor knocker, was blistered and distained.
Tramps slouched into the recess and struck matches on the panels; children kept shop
upon the steps; the schoolboy had tried his knife on the mouldings; and for close on a
generation, no one had appeared to drive away these random visitors or to repair their

ravages. 20

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents London as a city of contrasts.
Write about:

e how Stevenson presents London as a city of contrasts in this speech
e how far Stevenson presents London as a city of contrasts in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Section B: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from chapter 3 of Jekyll and Hyde, and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Utterson quizzes Jekyll about the contents of his will and the character of Hyde.

“I have been wanting to speak to you, Jekyll,” began the latter. “You know that will of yours?”

A close observer might have gathered that the topic was distasteful; but the doctor carried it off
gaily. “My poor Utterson,” said he, “you are unfortunate in such a client. I never saw a man so
distressed as you were by my will; unless it were that hide-bound pedant, Lanyon, at what he called
my scientific heresies. O, I know he’s a good fellow - you needn’t frown - an excellent fellow, and
I always mean to see more of him; but a hide-bound pedant for all that; an ignorant, blatant pedant.
I was never more disappointed in any man than Lanyon.”

“You know I never approved of it,” pursued Utterson, ruthlessly disregarding the fresh topic.
“My will? Yes, certainly, | know that,” said the doctor, a trifle sharply. “You have told me so.”” “

“Well, I tell you so again,” continued the lawyer. “lI have been learning something of young
Hyde.””

The large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, and there came a blackness about
his eyes. “I do not care to hear more,” said he. “This is a matter | thought we had agreed to drop.”

“What | heard was abominable,” said Utterson. ¢

“It can make no change. You do not understand my position,” returned the doctor, with a certain
incoherency of manner. “l am painfully situated, Utterson; my position is a very strange - a very
strange one. It is one of those affairs that cannot be mended by talking.”

“Jekyll,” said Utterson, “you know me: | am a man to be trusted. Make a clean breast of this in
confidence; and | make no doubt I can get you out of it.”

“My good Utterson,” said the doctor, “this is very good of you, this is downright good of you, and |
cannot find words to thank you in. | believe you fully; I would trust you before any man alive, ay,
before myself, if I could make the choice; but indeed it isn’t what you fancy; it is not as bad as that;
and just to put your good heart at rest, | will tell you one thing: the moment I choose, | can be rid of
Mr. Hyde. | give you my hand upon that; and | thank you again and again; and I will just add one
little word, Utterson, that I’m sure you’ll take in good part: this is a private matter, and | beg of you
to let it sleep.”

Starting with this conversation, explore how Stevenson presents the importance of reputation.

Write about:

e how Stevenson presents the importance of reputation in this speech
e how far Stevenson presents the importance of reputation in the novel as a whole.
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Section B: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from chapter 4 of Jekyll and Hyde, and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, a maid witnesses Sir Danvers Carew’s brutal murder at the hands of Edward Hyde.

And as she so sat she became aware of an aged and beautiful gentleman with white hair,
drawing near along the lane; and advancing to meet him, another and very small
gentleman, to whom at first she paid less attention. When they had come within speech
(which was just under the maid's eyes) the older man bowed and accosted the other with a

very pretty manner of politeness. It did not seem as if the subject of his address were of 5
great importance; indeed, from his pointing, it sometimes appeared as if he were only
inquiring his way; but the moon shone on his face as he spoke, and the girl was pleased to

watch it, it seemed to breathe such an innocent and old-world kindness of disposition, yet

with something high too, as of a well-founded self-content. Presently her eye wandered to

the other, and she was surprised to recognise in him a certain Mr. Hyde, who had once 10
visited her master and for whom she had conceived a dislike. He had in his hand a heavy

cane, with which he was trifling; but he answered never a word, and seemed to listen with

an ill-contained impatience. And then all of a sudden he broke out in a great flame of
anger, stamping with his foot, brandishing the cane, and carrying on (as the maid described

it) like a madman. The old gentleman took a step back, with the air of one very much 15
surprised and a trifle hurt; and at that Mr. Hyde broke out of all bounds and clubbed him to

the earth. And next moment, with ape-like fury, he was trampling his victim under foot and
hailing down a storm of blows, under which the bones were audibly shattered and the body
jumped upon the roadway. At the horror of these sights and sounds, the maid fainted.

It was two o'clock when she came to herself and called for the police. The murderer was 20
gone long ago; but there lay his victim in the middle of the lane, incredibly mangled. The

stick with which the deed had been done, although it was of some rare and very tough and

heavy wood, had broken in the middle under the stress of this insensate cruelty; and one
splintered half had rolled in the neighbouring gutter — the other, without doubt, had been
carried away by the murderer. A purse and a gold watch were found upon the victim: but 25
no cards or papers, except a sealed and stamped envelope, which he had been probably
carrying to the post, and which bore the name and address of Mr. Utterson.

Starting with this extract, explain how far you think Stevenson presents Hyde as a primordial
monstrosity.

Write about:

e how Stevenson presents Hyde as a primordial monstrosity in this speech
e how Stevenson presents Hyde as a primordial monstrosity in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Section B: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from chapter 4 of Jekyll and Hyde, and then answer the question that follows.

The police find a letter addressed to Utterson on the dead body, and they consequently summon the
lawyer. He identifies the body as Sir Danvers Carew, a popular member of Parliament and one of his
clients. In this extract, Utterson — who still has Hyde's address - accompanies the police to a set of rooms
located in a poor, evil-looking part of town.

It was by this time about nine in the morning, and the first fog of the season. A great
chocolate-coloured pall lowered over heaven, but the wind was continually charging and
routing these embattled vapours; so that as the cab crawled from street to street, Mr.
Utterson beheld a marvellous number of degrees and hues of twilight; for here it would be

dark like the back-end of evening; and there would be a glow of a rich, lurid brown, like 5
the light of some strange conflagration; and here, for a moment, the fog would be quite
broken up, and a haggard shaft of daylight would glance in between the swirling wreaths.

The dismal quarter of Soho seen under these changing glimpses, with its muddy ways, and
slatternly passengers, and its lamps, which had never been extinguished or had been
kindled afresh to combat this mournful re-invasion of darkness, seemed, in the lawyer's 10
eyes, like a district of some city in a nightmare. The thoughts of his mind, besides, were of

the gloomiest dye; and when he glanced at the companion of his drive, he was conscious of

some touch of that terror of the law and the law's officers, which may at times assail the

most honest.

As the cab drew up before the address indicated, the fog lifted a little and showed hima 15
dingy street, a gin palace, a low French eating-house, a shop for the retail of penny
numbers and twopenny salads, many ragged children huddled in the doorways, and many
women of different nationalities passing out, key in hand, to have a morning glass; and the

next moment the fog settled down again upon that part, as brown as umber, and cut him off

from his blackguardly surroundings. This was the home of Henry Jekyll's favourite; of a 20
man who was heir to a quarter of a million sterling.

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson uses setting to create a sinister and mysterious
backdrop to events.

Write about:

e how Stevenson uses setting to create a sinister and mysterious backdrop in this speech
e how Stevenson uses setting to create a sinister and mysterious backdrop in the novel as a
whole.
[30 marks]
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Section B: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Read the following extract from chapter 10 of Jekyll and Hyde, and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Jekyll describes how Hyde is now the dominant side of his personality.

I do not suppose that, when a drunkard reasons with himself upon his vice, he is once out of five
hundred times affected by the dangers that he runs through his brutish, physical insensibility;
neither had I, long as | had considered my position, made enough allowance for the complete
moral insensibility and insensate readiness to evil, which were the leading characters of Edward
Hyde. Yet it was by these that | was punished. My devil had been long caged, he came out 5
roaring. |1 was conscious, even when | took the draught, of a more unbridled, a more furious
propensity to ill. It must have been this, | suppose, that stirred in my soul that tempest of
impatience with which I listened to the civilities of my unhappy victim; | declare, at least, before
God, no man morally sane could have been guilty of that crime upon so pitiful a provocation; and

that | struck in no more reasonable spirit than that in which a sick child may break a plaything. 10
But | had voluntarily stripped myself of all those balancing instincts by which even the worst of

us continues to walk with some degree of steadiness among temptations; and in my case, to be
tempted, however slightly, was to fall.

Instantly the spirit of hell awoke in me and raged. With a transport of glee, | mauled the
unresisting body, tasting delight from every blow; and it was not till weariness had begun to 15
succeed, that | was suddenly, in the top fit of my delirium, struck through the heart by a cold thrill

of terror. A mist dispersed; | saw my life to be forfeit; and fled from the scene of these excesses,

at once glorying and trembling, my lust of evil gratified and stimulated, my love of life screwed

to the topmost peg. | ran to the house in Soho, and (to make assurance doubly sure) destroyed my
papers; thence | set out through the lamp-lit streets, in the same divided ecstasy of mind, gloating 20
on my crime, light-headedly devising others in the future, and yet still hastening and still
hearkening in my wake for the steps of the avenger. Hyde had a song upon his lips as he
compounded the draught, and as he drank it, pledged the dead man. The pangs of transformation

had not done tearing him, before Henry Jekyll, with streaming tears of gratitude and remorse, had
fallen upon his knees and lifted his clasped hands to God. The veil of self-indulgence was rent 25
from head to foot, | saw my life as a whole: | followed it up from the days of childhood, when |

had walked with my father’s hand, and through the self-denying toils of my professional life, to
arrive again and again, with the same sense of unreality, at the damned horrors of the evening. |
could have screamed aloud; | sought with tears and prayers to smother down the crowd of
hideous images and sounds with which my memory swarmed against me; and still, between the 30
petitions, the ugly face of my iniquity stared into my soul.

Starting with this extract, explore how far you think Jekyll and Hyde is a story about repression
in Victorian England.

Write about:

e how Stevenson presents repression in this speech
e how Stevenson presents repression in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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