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What opportunities could this subject lead to in the 
future? 
 

ICT is now used in every single job sector. Being able to use it effectively 
to communicate, design and create can assist in all aspects from delivering 
presentations to clients and creating websites or marketing material, to 
optimising efficiency through use of spreadsheets and databases to track 
trends and uncover possibilities for improvement. 
 
ICT equips you for every job where you will work at a computer, which 
nowadays is 98% of all jobs! 
 
This qualification attracts UCAS points and is the same size as one A 
Level. 

What is this subject all about? 
 

Skills for the workplace and for everyday life. A qualification in Information Technology 

opens up an incredible world of opportunities for work, not only within the technology 

industry but also in supporting roles within other industries.  

 

This qualification is designed for learners who are interested in an introduction to the study 

of creating IT systems to manage and share information, alongside other fields of study, 

with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily 

in IT. 

 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 
 

BTEC Nationals are demanding, as you would expect of the most respected applied 

learning qualification in the UK. You will have to complete four units over two years, be 

organised, take assessments that will be set and marked, and keep a portfolio of your 

work. 

 

You will learn all about IT systems as well as develop practical skills, such as how to use 

a database, spreadsheet, social media for business, create websites (optional *). 

* This optional unit is chosen by your teacher depending on demand. 

 

What do I need to be able to study this Qualification? 

This is a two-year course and is suitable for all interested in IT. Grade 5 in GCSE 

English and Maths advised. 

How is the course assessed? 
 

Your BTEC Level 3 Nationals Information Technology qualification takes a 

unit-by-unit approach and offers a combination of assessment styles. This 

gives you the opportunity to showcase your skills and apply your knowledge 

in an appropriate, work-related context, and provides evidence of what you 

can do when you apply to enter higher education or employment. 

 

Your final qualification grade reflects your achievements across units in your 

BTEC Nationals course. Both internally and externally assessed units are 

individually graded, and each final unit grade is allocated points.  

 

 Internally assessed units are marked and graded in school, and 

subject to external verification by Pearson.  

 Externally assessed units are marked and graded by Pearson.  

 Units are graded Pass, Merit or Distinction with points between grades 

also recognised for external units. Total points scored across all units 

are used to calculate the final qualification grade. 

 



COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

                                        

 

 

Unit 1: Information Technology Systems Introduction (mandatory) 
IT systems support and enable individuals and organisations to achieve their aims and are present in almost everything people do. Being able to effectively select 

and use appropriate IT systems is a valuable skill in any area, vocational or personal. In this unit, you will be given a sound knowledge of a wide range of IT 

systems that are used to support the aims of individuals, groups or organisations. You should be able to apply this knowledge to identify needs and plan solutions 

as well as analyse and evaluate situations and outcomes relating to using IT systems. These transferable skills will equip you for further study or employment in a 

wide range of vocational areas. 

 

Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information Introduction (mandatory) 

This unit is externally assessed, and you will develop practical database design and development skills to the level where you can complete the process 

confidently, under pressure and without assistance. You will require both practical and exam-technique practice skills when studying. 

 

Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business Introduction (mandatory) 

Given the dynamic nature of this topic there are many opportunities for research. You can also draw on your personal experiences as the ‘audience’ for social 

media business promotions. It is worth noting that this unit is not about personal use of social media and focus, rather on social media in business. You may not 

have full access to social media websites from school, so much of the practical work and data gathering will need to be carried out outside the classroom as home-

learning tasks/independent study. 

 

Unit 5: Data Modelling Introduction (optional, to be chosen by your teacher) 
The aim of this unit is to give you an understanding of the decision-making process and the role that data modelling (in particular, manipulation of complex 

spreadsheet models) plays in the process. 

 

Unit 6: Website Development Introduction (optional, to be chosen by your teacher) 
Developing a website can be crucial to any business or organisation and with so many different technology platforms, websites are now more accessible. This 
presents the website developer with more challenges as the website must be equally appropriate across different technologies (such as PC, tablet, smartphone 
etc). It is extremely important for a website developer to be able to produce a website that stands out and meets the needs of the client. The ultimate aim of this unit 
is for you to understand how websites are developed, and for you to learn how to design and create your own websites. 

 

 


