
Christianity Practises 
Revision Pack

Can you answer this question for every topic:

What do they do and why is it important?



Liturgical: This is a service that follows 

the same set pattern each time. A priest 
leads the congregation in formal prayers 
that have set responses. They also may 
perform symbolic actions with specific 
meanings. There is a worldwide set order 
of service that is familiar to all, even 
visitors. The ritual has been passed down 
through generations, giving a sense of 
tradition. The people receive the living 
presence of Jesus in Holy Communion. An 
example of liturgical worship is the 
celebration of the Eucharist for Catholic, 
Orthodox and Anglican churches.

Non-liturgical/informal: This is 

worship that does not have to be a set 
order or ritual. The basic structure of the 
service might remain the same each week 
but the preacher may change the order, 
the number of hymns or types of prayer. 
Quaker worship is mainly silent and 
informal. Some informal worship, like that 
of the Pentecostal Church, is ‘charismatic’ 
(that is, ‘led by the Spirit’) and may 
involve dancing, clapping or calling out.  
Christians can share personal 
interpretations of the Bible and take an 
active part in church.

EG: 
• Receive forgiveness from priest
• Living presence in Holy Communion 

(Catholic and Orthodox)
• Worldwide set order of service that is 

familiar.
• Ritual passed down through 

generations

EG: 
• Faith expressed in different was. No 

set way to do Holy Communion.
• Sharing personal interpretations of the 

Bible.
• People can take active part in Church 

without formal training.

Key Terms
Worship: acts of religious 
praise, honour or devotion.
Liturgical worship: a church 
service that follows a set 
structure or ritual.
Non-liturgical worship: a 
service that does not follow a 
set text or ritual.
Informal worship: a type of 
non-liturgical worship, 
sometimes ‘spontaneous’ or 
‘charismatic’ in nature.
Private worship: when a 
believer praises or honours 
God on their own.

Private 
Worship: Allows 

individuals to 
spend time with 
God. Can be done 
alone or with 
family.

EG: 
• Prayer
• Meditation
• Meditating on 

Bible passages
• Using aids to 

worship (eg. 
Rosary)

Why Worship?
Praise and thank God. 

Ask for forgiveness of Sin
Deepen relationship with God.

Worship



What is a 
prayer?

• Prayer is communicating with god in silence 
or aloud with others or alone using set 
prayers or informal prayers. Sometimes 
Christians say a set pray before eating a meal 
to thank god for providing what they need to 
live. Other Christians might pray 
spontaneously for there meal using there 
own words in an informal pray “Bless us oh 
lord and these your gifts which we are about 
to receive from your bounty through Christ 
our lord amen” 

People may pray in a 
humble position kneeling 
down sometimes with 
hands pressed together. In 
orthodox services people 
stand to pray, 
nonconformist often sit 
Anglicans may kneel and 
other Christians may raise 
there hands to invite the 
holy spirit into there life's. 
Catholics may use a rosary, 
while orthodox Christians 
use icons to aid prayer.

Does God answer 
prayers?
Christians believe that god 
will answer prayers but 
not always in the ways 
that the person would like 
(see Jesus prayers in the 
garden of Gethsemane in 
mark 14:32-36). 

Key Terms
Set prayer: Prayers that 
have been written down 
and said more than once 
by more than one person 

(eg. The Lord’s Prayer)
Formal Prayer: Prayer that 

is made up by an 
individual using his or her 

own words

Examples of Set Prayer:
- The Lord’s Prayer: The prayer 
taught to the disciples by Jesus; 
also known as the ‘Our Father’.
- “Bless us, O lord, and these 
your gifts, which we are about 
to receive from your bounty. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen” – Catholic Grace

Plan this 12m:

“Christians do not need to worship in Church as 
long as they pray at home”
(Include 2 ‘for’, two ‘against’ and a judgement. 
(remember PEE!))

For

Against

For 

Against

Judgement (and why)

Importance of Lords Prayer:

Individual: Pattern for how 
to pray as it combines 
praise and asking for ones 
needs

Community: Gives congregation 
a communal feeling. Said at Holy 
communion, marriages, 
baptisms and funerals.

Non-believers: Sense of unity and 
spiritual purpose at important 
times. EG. Recited at a 
commemoration of a tragic event.



Baptism is the one sacrament that all Christian denominations respect and 
practice. In the Catholic Church, infants are baptized to welcome them into the 
Catholic faith and to cleanse them from their innate humans sin that they are 

born with. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptising them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:19 Believers' Baptism
Some Christians, such as Baptists 
and Pentecostalists, think that a 
baby is too young to understand 
the meaning of baptism, and let 
the person be baptised when they 
are able to make the decision 
themselves. Believers Baptism also 
requires you to be fully 
submerged rather than just 
splashed with the water.

Reasons for 
being Baptised
The main reason 

people are 
baptised is to 
formally enter 
the church and 

be 
acknowledged as 
the child of god. 
It is also seen as 
a way to repent 

and cleanse 
oneself of sin, 

they are forgiven 
and they enter a 

new life with 
Jesus Christ.

SOME THINGS TO PONDER OVER… 

If all humans are born with this sin then should 
we not baptise them as soon as possible? 

Why do people want to become baptised?

This quote is a message that 
encourages members of the Church to 
welcome all those willing to into the 

Church through Baptism.

Infant Baptism
The idea here is to cleanse the 
child of sin as soon as possible, 
allowing the parents to thank God 
for their new baby and celebrate 
the birth with family and friends. 
The child is welcomed to the 
Christian community by the 
congregation.

This is practised by Catholic, 
Orthodox, Anglican and Methodist 
Christians

Potential Problems?
Is it too late by this point?

Potential Problems?
Are they old enough to make this 
decision for themselves?

Plan this question:
Explain why the sacraments are important to both the individual and 
the community. 
We should baptise Children (12m)

The Sacraments: Baptism



The Holy communion
WHAT:

• The holy communion is a sacrament, that uses 
bread and wine to celebrate Jesus’ sacrifice 

and his resurrection; it recalls the last supper.

• During the holy communion, Christians give 
thanks to God for his sending of Jesus to save 

people from sin.

• Also known as the Eucharist (which literally 
means ‘thanksgiving’)

Quote bank
“The lord Jesus, on the night he was 

betrayed, took bread and he broke it and 
said ‘This is my body, which is for you’. In 

the same way he took the cup saying ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, do 

this whenever you drink it in 
remembrance of me’” 1 Corinthians 

11:23-26

WHY:
- An act of fellowship and communion with God; brings them closer 
to each other as the centre of their lives
- Protestants believe the holy communion is a reminder of Jesus’ 
words and actions and the last supper.
- Many Christians see the holy communion as an act of fellowship 
with other Christians and as a communion with God.
- Holy Communion encourages Christians to put the love they have 
experienced from God into practice by loving others

Plan this question:
“It is more important to help the poor than to 
celebrate Holy Communion” Evaluate this statement 
(12m)

Catholics & Orthodox 
Bread and Wine actually become 
the blood and body of Christ. Jesus 
is actually present in the bread and 
wine. (this is called 
Transubstantiation)

They then are present at the death 
and resurrection of Christ. 

Protestant 
A reminder of Jesus’ words and 
actions.

The bread and wine symbolize the 
sacrifice and allows them to reflect 
on the meaning of his sacrifice. 

VS



Divine Liturgy in 
Orthodox Church

Liturgy of word

• Hymns and prayers and reading from Bible

• Priest through Royal Doors to chant Gospel

• Sermon

Liturgy of the Faithful

• Priest picks one loaf to be consecrated 
from loafs baked by congregation.

• Creed and Lords Prayer are offered for 
Church and world.

• Behind Royal Doors Christ's words are said 
from last supper

• Bread is broken and a quarter is brought 
out and given the congregation.

• Prayers are said

Plan this question:
Explain differences 
and similarities 
between different 
Christian traditions 
concerning beliefs 
and practises about 
Holy Communion. 

• The ministry of the word – focuses on God’s word in the Bible

• The ministry of Holy Communion – offering, consecrating and 
sharing the bread and wine

Celebrating Holy 
Communion

Key Terms
Divine Liturgy –

recreates heaven on 
earth.

Liturgy – a form or 
formulary according 

to which public 
Christian worship is 

conducted.

The Catholic Mass
Liturgy of word

• On Sunday three readings from the Bible

• People say prayers for the world.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

• Offerings of bread and wine brought to 
alter and prayer is said using Jesus’s words 
at last supper.

• People say the Lords prayer.

This is all done to recreate 
heaven on earth. Happens 
between a screen, 
representing the divide 
between heaven and earth. 
Candles and insense helps 
people feel gods presence. 

“He gave you thanks, he broke it, gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take, eat: this is my 
body which is given for you in 
remembrance of me” Luke 22: 19

Jesus himself acting through 
the Eucharist, and supplies 
all the graces they derive from 
it. Mass is a celebration of this 
sacrifice. It is the active 
participation of all that come 
together in the place of 
worship

Nonconformist Church
• Hymn and prayer.

• Bible readings and sermon

• Open table so that anyone may receive 
bread and wine.

• Some places may bread the bread as it is 
passed and others may have already 
broken it.

A reminder of Jesus’ words 
and actions.

The bread and wine 
symbolize the sacrifice and 
allows them to reflect on the 
meaning of his sacrifice. 



Purpose: So that I can explain what a 
sacrament is, including examples.

Key vocab: Holy 

communion/ The Eucharist

Body and 

Blood 

Eucharist

Consecrated

Transubstantiation

Bread and 

wine 

Last supper 

Through which Christ promises salvation 

and is received in Holy Communion.

Greek word meaning thanksgiving.

Holy or blessed. Made holy and set 

aside for religious purposes.

The changing of one substance to 

another.  E.g. bread and wine into the 
Body and Blood of Christ.

The physical elements of the Christian 

special meal.

The meal Jesus ate with his disciples before he was 

betrayed.



Pilgrimage:
A pilgrimage is a journey made for religious 
reasons, to a sacred place. It is an act of worship 
as believers show devotion to God by choosing to 
go.

"As I raised my head to 
look at the grotto, I saw a 

lady dressed 
in white, wearing a white 
dress, a blue girdle and a 
yellow rose on each foot, 

the same colour as the 
chain of her rosary; the 

beads of the 
rosary were white"

Bernadette describing her 
first vision of the virgin 

Mary.

Why go on a pilgrimage?

• Grow closer to God

• Express sorrow for sin and be 

forgiven

• Reflect on life, particularly when 

facing a crisis or big decision.

• They often come back with new 

enthusiasm and an better 

understanding of their faith.

• To be cleansed from sin

Lourdes:
What it is:

Lourdes in South-west 

France is a place of 

pilgrimage dedicated to 

Mary. Thousands of 

pilgrims visit Lourdes to 

pray at the grotto where 

Mary appeared, to bathe 

in the water that is 

claimed to have healed 67 

miracles and 6000 other 

curses.

Iona:
What it is:

Iona is an island off 
the west coast of 

Scotland. It is another 

place of pilgrimage 

dedicated to the Virgin 

Mary. Many pilgrims feel 

like Iona is a 

place where nature 

reveals God's infinite 

power and presence, as 

it is very remote 

and windswept.

'There is no 
difference between a 

pilgrimage and a 

holiday' Evaluate this 
statement. (12m)

What they do
-They go on a 7 mile hike 
to the islands most holy 
places
-They conduct hands on, 
practical Christian 
workshops
-There is a reflection time 
where they read the bible.

What they do:
- People go to the grotto of 
the Virgin Mary
- They pray and bathe in holy 
waters
- Many of the pilgrims are 
disables so they have able-
bodied helpers.

a pilgrim's journey.

Explain two 
contrasting ways 
Christians go on a 

‘journey’. (4m)

• “Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek 
the lord of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the 
favour of the lord.” – Zechariah 8:22

• “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” –
2 Timothy 2:3

• “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” – John 
8:12



FESTIVALS

• Christmas:
• A time of peace and goodwill. 

• 12 days ending in the Epiphany 
(when Christians recall the wise 
men’s gifts.)

• Links to the incarnation of Jesus 
(beliefs and teachings)

Christmas 
Lights – Jesus 
as light coming 
to the world

Nativity Scene 
– Jesus born 
into poverty

Carol Service 
– God’s 
promise of a 
saviour and 
events of 
Jesus’ birth

Gifts – Gifts 
given by the 
wise men

Festivals have an important role in helping Christians 
remember the major events in their religion and plan 
their public worship. Christians remember that God gave 
his only son to save them.

• Easter:
• Resurrection and 

atonement of JC.

• Crucified on good 
Friday and laid in tomb.

Quote: “Father, you make this holy night radiant with the splendour of 
Jesus Christ our light. We welcome him as Lord, the true light of the 
world.” – opening prayer of the Catholic Midnight mass

“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life” – Hymn sung by 
Orthodox Christians at Easter Divine Liturgy.

Orthodox
Walk around the 
church a midnight 
on Sat and enter 
Church 
(symbolising 
tomb). Priest 
“Christ is risen”, 
Procession “he is 
risen indeed”

Catholic & 
CoE
Begin in darkness 
at Church and 
then light Paschal 
candle 
(symbolising the 
risen Christ) and 
ends in 
communion. 

Other
Some 
organise 
outdoor, 
sharing 
breakfast 
– eggs 
(symbolis
ing new 
life)

“Christmas is no 
longer a Christian 
festival” (12m)

“Christmas is more 
important than 
Easter” (12m)

Can you answer 
these:
When?

What do they do?

Why do they do it?



AN IMPORTANT DISTINCTION!
Remember: “The Church” does not refer to one single thing, but has different meanings”

THE 
CHURCH

The 
Building

The Body 
(People)

A place to meet!
Schooling

Prayer

Youth clubs

Medical 
Care

Food Banks

Definition: The Church consists 
of a group of believers under 
the leadership of Jesus.

Definition: Where 
Christians worship

Explain two contrasting 
ways Christians refer to 
“The Church” Refer to 
Christian teaching in your 
answer (5m)

Quote: “And God placed all things under his 
(Jesus’) feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is his body”

Ephesians 1:22-23

Pastors



The Role of the Church in the local community
FOOD BANKS

“For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you 
clothed me…”
Matthew 25:35-36 (The 
parable of the sheep and 
the goats)

The Oasis Project
The Oasis Project of the Plymouth 
Methodist Mission Circuit is a 
community hub with an internet café, 
creative courses, a job club, training 
opportunities and a base for 
meetings. Around 200 people use the 
centre each week.
The Trussell Trust
Trussell Trust food banks provide 
emergency food, help and support to 
people in crisis in the UK. Aim is to 
bring people together to work towards 
ending poverty and hunger in Britain. 
Rising prices, cuts in welfare benefits, 
redundancy, family breakdown, and an 
unexpected expense may all 
contribute to an emergency situation.

What do they do?:

Key Terms
Agape: Selfless, 

sacrificial, unconditional 
love

The parable of Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) shows that Christians shouldn’t ignore the needs of society – showing agape love is 
part of the Christian way of life. It shows how churches show respond to the needs of their local communities. 

Street pastors 
They aim to help and care for vulnerable people in 
practical ways, working with councils, police and 
the communities. Their work includes listening to 
peoples problems, giving guidance to discourage 
anti-social behaviour. They are backed up by prayer 
partners, who pray for street pastors. 

Parish nursing 
Parish nursing ministries UK is a Christian charity 
which supports whole person health care, through 
the local church. Their work includes diagnosing 
early signs of health problems, training and 
coordinating volunteers to help alleviate loneliness 
or provide support during times of crisis, and 
giving additional help to the nhs. Their focus is on 
the person rather than just their medical 
condition, and they will listen to problems, give 
reassurance, pray with them if asked and direct 
them to specific services if required.

“Faith by itself, 
if it is not 
accompanied 
by action, is 
dead” James 
2:17

STREET WORK AND MEDCINE  

Explain two 
ways in that 
The Church 
helps local 
communities 
(4m)



The place of mission and evangelism
• The church provides a place to worship and learn about God.
• It has a mission to spread the good news to non-believers that Jesus is the son of God.
• Christians are not only called to know Jesus in their lives but also to make him known to others.
• When the disciples received the holy spirit at Pentecost, ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven this gave them gifts to carry out the great 

commission.
• Christians have the responsibility according to the Great commission C to tell others their faith, by doing this they may spread the word to people.
• Being a missionary it involves evangelism and in some cases humanitarian work among the poor.
• Their main aim is to persuade people to accept Jesus and to extend the church in every nation.

The Alpha course

KEY EXAMPLE: The Alpha Course 
Originally known as the alpha course, alpha 
started in 1977.
• The aim was to help church members 

understand the basics of Christian faith 
• The organisers described this evangelistic 

course as an opportunity to explore the 
meaning of life through a series of talks 
and discussions.

• In the 1990s the Reverend Nicky Gumbel 
from holy trinity, Brompton was involved in 
revising the course and encouraging its 
use.

• Alpha courses take place not only on 
church premises but also in people’s 
homes, universities, work places, and 
other venues.

• Millions of people have taken part in this 
course.

• There are also related courses including 
relationship and marriage courses for 
adults and study programs for young 
people.

Key Terms
Mission: the vocation or calling of a religious 

organisation or individual to go out into the world and 
spread their faith.

Missionary: A person sent on a religious mission (esp
preaching or charitable work)

Evangelism: Spreading the Christian gospel by public 
preaching or personal witness

THE GREAT COMISSION
“Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the 
son of the holy spirit, sand 
teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.” 
– Matthew 28:19-20

This tells Christians to know Jesus and to 
go and make him known to others. 
They have a responsibility to tell others 
about their faith. 

How do 
they 
spread 
their 
faith?
Through 
everyday 
life, through 
organised 
events and 
preaching.

In a nutshell:
The Church has a 
mission to spread the 
word. They do this 
through missionary 
work or being 
evangelical.



AGREE:
• P

Christians have a mission to go 
forth and tell others about 
their faith.

• E
This is demonstrated in the 
Bible by the Great Commission 
where it says that God’s 
people should “go and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.” 

• E
This demonstrates to 
Christians the need for 
Evangelism to persuade 
people to accept Jesus as their 
Lord and Saviour. 

“The most important duty of the Church is to 
spread the word of God” 12m

What to do: Plan two sides 
of an argument. Have two 
sides that are agreeing with 
the statement, as well as 
two points that disagree. 
(push for three if you can!) 
You want to justify your 
points with examples and 
quotes from the bible and 
then explain HOW WHAT 
YOU HAVE SAID ANSWERS 
THE QUESTION!

End with a judgement. 
Which side is stronger and 
why…

AGREE:
• P

• E

• E

DISAGREE:
• P

Christians should concentrate 
on spreading love and helping 
those in need.

• E

• E

DISAGREE:
• P

• E

• E

Strongest side is… Because



Church growth 
The Christian Church has been growing quite rapidly over quite a lot of the World.

• In 1910 there were 291 million Catholics.

• In 2010 there were nearly 1.1 billion Catholics.

• Worldwide, around 80,000 people become Christian every day and 500 churches are formed.

• The Church is growing most rapidly in South America, Africa and Asia.

• There are currently somewhere between 1.5 and 2.5 billion Christians in the world.

Many people believe that it is their destiny to share the good news of Christ and spread Christianity around the world. Creating Disciples not 
just new converts. 

• Ways of spreading the word include; inviting people to Christian meetings, praying and advertising the story of Christianity via different forms of media. E.g. 
Facebook, Twitter, newspapers and God TV.

• God TV is a channel dedicated completely to showing Christian TV shows.

There are also many different charities which are devoted to helping the Church grow.

• One charity is called Christ for all Nations (CfaN)

• This charity, like many others, aims to spread the word as far around the world, and to as many people, as possible.

• It was founded by a man called Reinhard Bonnke who believed that spreading the word was 
his destiny and has even published books which have been translated into over a 
hundred languages.

Acts 6:7 – “The word of god kept 
on spreading, and the number of 
the disciples continued to 

increase greatly in Jerusalem.”

This quote shows how rapidly the 
word of God has been spreading, and 
that the number of disciples has been 
increasing for a long time.

Mathew 16:18– ”and I say also 
unto thee, thou art peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.”

This quote shows how resilient 
many Christians were and suggests 
that this may be one of the reasons 
why the Church grew so rapidly, as 
a religion is nothing without any 
disciples.

Why and how Christianity is 
spreading worldwide.

W
H

A
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H
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POINT 1
What to do: There are 4 
marks available so you need 
to give two ways in which it 
the word of God is spread 
and explain them well. To 
do this best try and contrast 
them (this could be done 
through an example and 
how the differ)

EXPLAIN POINT 2 EXPLAIN

EXAMPLE: How it applies to point 1

Explain two contrasting ways in which Christians can spread the 
word of God. 4m

EXAMPLE: How it applies to point 2

Key Terms
Convert: Someone who has decided to become 

committed to a religion and change his or her religious 
faith.

Disciple: a personal follower of Christ during his life, 
especially one of the twelve Apostles.

Key Terms
Mission: the vocation or calling of a religious 

organisation or individual to go out into the world and 
spread their faith.

Missionary: A person sent on a religious mission (esp
preaching or charitable work)

Evangelism: Spreading the Christian gospel by public 
preaching or personal witness



The 
Worldwide 

Church
Working for 

reconciliation 

Against persecution

Against world 
poverty

“For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled 
to him through the death of 
his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall 
we be saved through his life!” 
Romans 5:10

“Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
Matthew 5:10

“If anyone has material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in need but has 
no pity on them, how can the love of 
God be in that person? Dear children, 
let us not love with words or speech 
but with actions and in truth” John 
3:17-18

EG. In 2nd world war 
Coventry Cathedral 
was bombed. Local 
Christians asked not 
for revenge but for 
forgiveness to them.

It became a world centre for reconciliation.

EG. The Barabas Fund. Sends 
financial support to projects that 
help Christians suffering from 
discrimination, oppression and 
persecution because of their faith.



Reconciliation 

• Jesus came so that the relationship with God could be healed 
(link to atonement)

• Through Christ’s grace it was made possible for ‘God enemies’ 
(humankind) to be forgiven and become his friends.

Key Terms
Reconciliation: A 

sacrament in the Catholic 
Church; also the 

restoring of harmony 
after relationships have 

broken down.

Explain two contrasting 
ways in which Christians 
help different groups 
who often oppose each 
other to be reconciled 
to one another (4m)

“For if, while we were 
God’s enemies, we were 
reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how 
much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life!” 
Romans 5:10

“Therefore, if you are offering 
your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother 
or sister has something against 
you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and 
be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.” 
Matthew 23-24

This quote 
shows the 
Christians 
should be 
reconciled 
with God and 
to one 
another.

Irish Churches Peace 
Project:
Set up after sections of 
the Church fell out and 
fought each other (in 
Northern Island the 
Catholics and the 
Protestants)

Community of the Cross 
of Nails (at Coventry 
Cathedral):
Set up after the bombing 
of Cathedral in WWII and 
local Christians wished to 
forgive, not get revenge. 

Current Organisations



Persecution
EG: (How they help) 
The Corrymeela Community
It began in 1965 by Ray Davey. The 
community seeks to promote harmony 
and reconciliation. Those who attend 
are given an opportunity to listen to 
each other and explore ways of moving 
from violence and distrust to working 
together constructively.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because 
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:10

EG: (who they 
help) 
Pastor Baber 
George: 
Imprisoned for 
being in a 
gang war.  
Became a 
Christian and 
then was 
accused by 
extreme 
Muslims of 
blaspheming 
against Islam. 
They fled 
when a fatwa 
(death 
sentence) was 
issued and the 
Barnabas fund 
payed his rent 
and food.

EG: (How they help) 
The Barabas Fund
Sends financial support to projects that 
help Christians suffering from 
discrimination, oppression and 
persecution because of their faith. 

EG: (How they help) 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW)
Campains for religious freedom by:
1 Documenting and raising awareness.
2 influencing government who affect 
oppressed.
3 Offering training in human rights’ law
4 Helping oppressed speak up.  

This gives Christians a reward for their 
persecution. If it is endured then they will be 
rewarded in heaven. It also gives Christians a 
sense of belonging knowing that others are 
persecuted.

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that 
it hated me first. If you belonged to the 
world, it would love you as its own. As it 
is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world. That is 
why the world hates you.” John 15: 18-19

Jesus warned Christians to expect 
persecution as if they persecuted him, 
then they would persecute them. This 
gives Christians a sense of resilience that 
they are going through the same things 
as Jesus for the same reasons.

Christians have always faced 
persecution and still do. The 
Church gives support through 
prayer, raising awareness and 
practical aid

Not all persecution has a totally negative effect. It may also help Christians to develop their faith and strengthen their convictions as believers, When their
beliefs are challenged Christians have to decide whether or not to be fully committed to their faith. – “I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of his
resurrection and participation in his sufferings.” the second century Church father Tertullian wrote – “the blood of martyrs is the seed of the church” he was
claiming that the church grows because of persecution be because people witness the calm assurance and hope of eternal life that Christians have.
Whether faced with verbal of physical abuse, Christians are still encouraged to show love; “Do not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans
12: 21

It’s not all bad!



Should help be given to Christians who are being persecuted?
Possible points:

FOR

• Everyone deserves equality 

• It is charitable to help people in 
need

• Some people are driven out of 
their countries therefore need 
financial to help them resettle 

• It can make them vulnerable 
therefore they need support

AGAINST

• Christians can persecute against 
other people (minorities)

• It helps them test their faith

• Money could be given to those 
MORE in need

• God will help them anyway



EG’s – Charities that combat world poverty

Christian Aid:

Christian aid is the official relief and development agency for 41 church 
denominations in Britain and Ireland. Begun in 1945 they aim to encourage 
sustainable development, stop poverty and provide emergency relief in Africa, 
Asia, the middle east, south America and Caribbean.

Tear fund:

A organisation called the evangelical alliance launched Tear fund – known at first 
as the evangelical alliance relief fund. Across the UK, churches donate, hold 
fundraising events , pray and raise awareness to make possible the work of Tear 
fund. And in nearly 50 countries around the world, Tear fund works closely with 
local churches to enable the world's poorest people to work themselves out of 
crushing poverty. 

Catholic Agency for overseas Development (CAFOD)

Official aid agency. Brings hope and compassion to all faiths and non in poor 
communities in Africa, Asia, the Middle east and south America. Catholic Church 
believes that action needs to be taken to remedy the injustice of people suffering 
while others have so much. 

They increase access to clean water and education and healthcare. It helps those 
who have lost everything rebuild their lives.

Responses to world poverty “Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing 

you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven. Then come, follow me.”Mark 10:21

Many charities follow the teaching and example of 
Jesus in working to relieve poverty. Jesus told a rich 
man to sell everything and give to poor. 

Task: read the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus. 
What is that teaching 
Christians? Luke 16:19-31

“if anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, 
how can the love of God be in that person? Dear 
children, let us not love with words or speech but 
with actions and in truth”- 1 John 3:17-18

Christians believe they should present Jesus to the 
world through helping the disadvantage.



What is evangelism and why do Christians do it?

What key passage in the Bible supports this view?

What happened at Jesus’ crucifixion?

Why do Christians use a cross or crucifix as a 
symbol to remind them of Jesus? 

Explain how and why Christians might use the Bible in 
Worship: 

What is mission?

Christian Practices Revision 
Define the following:

Holy Communion: 

Prayer:

Baptism:

Liturgical worship:

What was the parable of the sheep and goats?

Give two ways Christians act on this parable in 
their local community:
1)

2)

Quote about persecution:
Define Sacrament: 

What are the two sacraments we have studied?

What is the Lords Prayer?

Why is the Lords Prayer important to Christians?

What is pilgrimage?

Name two places Christians go on 
Pilgrimage: 

Infant and believer Baptism:

Some Christians 
believe…

Other Christians 
believe…

‘Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for their reward in 

heaven will be great’

Festivals!
What does Easter celebrate?

What does Christmas celebrate?

What is 
transubstantiation

?

What happens during Holy Communion?

What is the key idea about Holy Communion that some 
Christians such as Catholics believe and others do not? 

What does this mean?


