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As a member of the            
Geography department, I’m 
often heard saying ‘Geography 
is Everywhere’, and Christmas 
is no exception.  
Did you know: 
As many as 500 million canned 
drinks are sold over the festive 
period (on top of the baseline 
sales figures). Recycling just 
one of these aluminium cans 
saves enough energy to run a 
set of     Christmas tree lights 
for two whole hours! 
In the UK alone we create 30% 
more waste than usual during 
the festive season,  including 
six million Christmas trees.  
Also in the UK, 227,000 miles 
of wrapping paper are thrown 
away each year.   
Instead of being recycled, 1 
billion  Christmas cards are 
also put in the bin.   
300,000 tonnes of card        
packaging is used during the 
festive season, which is 
enough to cover London’s Big 
Ben almost 260,000 times. 
Most wrapping paper is       
suitable for recycling, unless it 
is a shiny metallic or glitter 
variety. You can easily check 

this by scrunching the paper; if 
it stays in a ball shape, it 
should be recyclable. 
When we also think about 
wastefulness (one estimate is 
that UK residents will waste 54 
million platefuls of food during 
December) and the food miles 
of a Christmas dinner 
(estimates vary between 
90,000 and 250,000 miles) 
with the resultant CO2       
emissions, it is easy to get a 
little down at the scale of the 
problems we are creating for 
ourselves. However, if        
everyone does their ‘bit’, for 
example, by shopping locally 
and by recycling, then we can 
enjoy more of a guilt-free 
Christmas.  
Closer to home there are many 
reasons to be cheerful! It is a 
busy time for Sixth Form,    
particularly Year 13 at the  
moment. We have 10 students 
undertaking Oxbridge          
interviews this week, Joel is 
defending his England Boxing 
Title Belt this weekend, and we 
have been excitedly following 
Jamie’s success on         
Countdown, which has seen 

him become an Octochampion 
and go into the quarter finals 
(screened on Friday 13th Dec!). 
Many of our students are now 
receiving university offers and 
we were delighted to hear that 
one of our students, Cameron, 
who attended three Music          
Conservatoire auditions this 
week, has been offered a 
scholarship at all three! Year 7 
are also very grateful to the 
Sixth Form students (12s and 
13s) who gave up their time on 
12th December to organise and 
run the Xmas disco. In        
between all this, Sixth Form 
also managed to collect an 
extraordinary amount of gifts 
for the women’s refuge and the 
homeless in Guildford. As we 
come to the end of another 
calendar year, I again reflect 
on how lucky I am to work with 
such a fantastic bunch of 
young people. I wish all of our 
students and their friends and 
families a very Merry        
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 2020 

 

Helen Nurton.  

Assistant Headteacher  

Director of Sixth Form.  

Julie’s Advent Desk, Sixth Form 
Photography courtesy of Alex Nurton Yr7 
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Last year, a close school friend of mine remarked to me “You are so 
annoying – how come you are so good at everything you do?!”.  I 
laughed and said that was ridiculous, but it hit me….that’s what she saw, 
because I’d got stuck in the habit of usually only doing the things I was 
good at, and tried my hardest to avoid the many things that I had never 
managed to master or found really hard.  This stopped me in my tracks 
and I found myself slightly ashamed of the comfort zone I had firmly 
placed myself in.  I train adults in leadership skills as my job and am 
constantly talking about learning and having a growth mind set, yet I 
wasn’t applying any of it to myself.  I challenged myself to try something 
that I had wanted to do for a while, but hadn’t had the courage to try, and 
booked myself on “abstract painting with acrylics” course for 10 weeks.  I 
was petrified, especially when I realised that most of my classmates had 
Art A’ level or had been to Art School.  But I stuck it out and produced a 
few passable pictures.  I found the course interesting, scary, really hard, 
enjoyable and frustrating in equal measures, and would quite often try to 
find an excuse not to go.  But it taught me that I don’t have to be great to 
start off with, and that effort does produce results which improve over 
time.  Whilst I will never see my pictures auctioned for millions, I learned 
a valuable lesson in taking a risk, sticking it out and not giving up, and 
have rekindled my love for messing about with brightly coloured paint 
and seeing what happens. What next, I thought?  Never one for History (I 
gave it up in Year 9) I started to read a book called “Circe” about Greek 
mythology, then another “Song for Achilles”, then another  … and found I 
really enjoyed reading about these ancient stories from a range of    
different perspectives and sources.  Now I am off up to London before 
Christmas to see the new exhibition at the British Museum, “Troy: Myth 
or Reality” to learn more about whether Troy really existed and if the 
Trojan War happened at all. Next challenge please! 

Sarah Wynde, Chair of Governors 
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Growth Mind Set - Comfort -  

 

 

Book Buzz 

This year we held a Book 
Buzz Assembly. There was 
certainly excitement as the 
Yr7s received the books 
they had chosen at the 

beginning of term. We are 
hoping that each Tutor 

Group will set up a Book 
Buzz box to use as a swap 
box. Their first challenge is 
to decorate their box and 

then share books with each 
other - in doing so they will 

hopefully create a ‘buzz’ 
around books 

Each year the school    
subscribes to Book Buzz 
for Yr7. This is organised 
by the charity Book Trust. 
If a school subscribes, it 
allows pupils to choose a 
book which they can keep 
from a list of twenty. The 
books are all ‘carefully  
selected by a panel of  

experts to ensure quality, 
suitability and to           

encourage reading for 
pleasure’ 

H
e
a
th

e
r W

a
h

l, L
ib

ra
ria

n
 

After many years of teaching Psychology - and previously working in the field - I still am 
excited by the subject. I still learn something new every day about what makes us     
human and how we are affected by both our external environment and internal          
processes in the brain and nervous system. I don’t think I could say how interesting the 
subject is better than said by Annabel Grant, one of our Yr13 students. These are her 
thoughts on Psychology. Andy Garside, Psychology 

“Psychology is a subject that everyone can find an area of interest in. Although including 
elements of science, much of the subject consists of the discussion of theories and  
ideas on why we operate, as well as how we operate, in the way we do. With so many 
theories to evaluate, you find yourself ruling some ideas out as ridiculous, and applying 
others to your own behaviours. An interesting thing about this, is that you could have a 
completely different take on why something happens compared to the person sitting 
next to you. However, all theories come back to one root cause - the way our mind and 
body work.  It is fascinating to learn about theories that you can apply to everyday life, 
because you find yourself becoming immersed in the subject. You do not realise how 
much a small event or reaction can affect your behaviour and attitude, until you delve 
deeper into the subject. This is just a glimpse at what makes psychology such an     
interesting subject to study at A-level.” Annabel Grant Yr13 

Psychology                       

in the                                       

Spotlight 
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House Captains Review 

Windsor has finished the winter term strongly, with the 
new Yr7s getting fully involved in the range of events we 
have had this term. We are so proud of our performance 
in House Drama, with fantastic skill shown by some 
brilliant younger actors.  Lead by a huge team from Yr12, 
the collaborative spirit of Windsor was truly                    
demonstrated.  House Rowing as always, was brilliant, 
despite some  technical difficulties in the Sixth Form 
races; everyone banded together in one of the most 
inclusive events of the winter term. Looking towards the 
end of this term, we have House Public Speaking    
approaching, with a whole new set of eager students. We 
are excited to see the outcome! 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
    Ollie & Bethan 

This term, for York, has been a long and fruitful 15 
weeks. York worked tirelessly in preparation for House 
Drama and was very successful in this event, managing 
to come in 2nd place. This came from an extraordinary 
amount of hard work put in by both Sixth Form and the 
Lower School. Continuing with the drama theme, a lot of 
9Y represented themselves at the Shakespeare Schools 
Festival and gave brilliant performances. This term also 
saw 10Y triumphant in House Rowing, which was down 
to their teamwork and resilience.  Looking to the future 
York also looks to do well in House Public Speaking. Yr7 
plan to educate people on racism; Yr8&9 and have 
chosen a very mature theme and are debating 
‘Punishment or Rehabilitation’; whilst Yrs 10, 12 & 13 are 
arguing ‘Nature versus Nurture’  
Stella & Harry 

 It’s been another exciting and successful term for 
Tudor House. The dedication and ability of our 
team has been clear to see this term, with some 
great performances in both House Drama and 
House  Rowing. The new Yr7s are already proving 
themselves to be great assets, as well as the 
‘veterans’ in upper school continuing to deliver. 
These promising signs have not only struck fear 
into the other houses, but have also put Tudor in a 
good position going into the last term. With House 
Public Speaking and House Winter Sports fast 
approaching, I am hopeful that we can keep up our 
current good form, especially as it looks like the 

House Cup may go down to the wire! 

Emily & Alex 

It has been a great experience seeing Hanover 
House being so enthusiastic throughout this term. 
We are proud of every individual who has shown 
such a great effort. Huge commitment in House 
Drama formed wonderful Hanover friendships 
throughout all year groups.  
Welcoming our new Yr7s has also been a pleasure, 
and many students have really put themselves out 
there - taking part in House Rowing and House 
Public Speaking too. A massive thanks to the Yr12 
team for putting in hard work and time. We have 
also had excellent support from the staff and other 
Sixth Formers in running the events. Jamie and I 
are looking forward to seeing Hanover try their best 
(but most importantly have fun) in the upcoming 
House events.  
Jamie & Madiha 

Another term is coming to an end and much faster than 
anticipated! We’ve had a fairly busy term in terms of 
House Competitions, with House Rowing being one of 
our highlights - an amazing first place win for Lancaster, 
so thank you to everyone for taking part. We also had 
the House Drama competition and, although we were 
disappointed not to be placed this year, we are         
incredibly proud of everyone who was involved and 
have to say a big thank you to the Lancaster Yr12 team 
who wrote and directed the play. We have one final 
competition for this term, House Public Speaking, which 
will be taking place next Thursday; we are confident 
that our teams will do amazingly well. 

We hope that you all have a lovely Christmas break - 
see you in January 2020! 

Billy & Hora 

The past term has been a great success for Stuart 
House. We were victorious in House Drama, but we must 
give all credit to Nova and the rest of the Yr12s for doing 
such a great job, writing and directing the whole thing. 
We would also like to thank all the Yr7s, 8s and 9s who 
were involved and worked extremely hard to achieve this 
great result. At the time of writing this, we are organising 
House Public Speaking. It will be a great test for the Yr 
7s who are taking part in it for the first time; we are 
confident in all 3 of our groups, having seen the ideas 
they have come up with. We are looking forward to 
coming back in the New Year, where there will be many 
more events to organise and run - a prospect we are 
excited about. We cannot wait for our last full term in 
charge, at the end of which, we will hopefully lift the 
House Cup.    Tom & Elodie 

Images featured below are the House Art entries from Summer 2019 
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 Charity Concert 

David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation 

 Christmas Tea 

 

Nine Lessons & Carols 

Celebrating with Hillier House Residents 

A Christmas Festival at Guildford Cathedral 

The Chamber Choir were delighted to be asked to join 
Brian Blessed, Sir Michael Parkinson and Emma   
Stevens at St Nicolas Church, Guildford, for a         
fundraising concert in support of the David Shepherd 
Wildlife Foundation. The girls sang beautifully,         
expressively and with great character. They concluded 
the concert by joining forces with Emma Stevens and 
the students from Ardingly Prep School in a finale of 
'Let It Snow.' Special mention goes to Madeleine 
Payne, who sang a duet of first verse of Once In Royal 
David's City. To top off a wonderful evening, the choir 
were gifted a most generous present; for 1 year, the 
choir have adopted a black rhino, Inka, who lives in 

Namibia.        Alice Heywood, Music 

GCS Chamber Choir 

Four wonderful ensembles 
entertained parents, staff 
and special guests from 
Hillier House, in a short 
Christmas Concert on 
Friday 13th December. 

Playing a balanced mix 
of  Christmas and popular 
pieces, our audience heard 
from Interbrass, Single 
Reeds, iBrass and Lower 
Strings ensembles.            

The students certainly did 
everyone proud and their 
time in preparing, as well as 
performing, was much 
appreciated! Well played 
everyone, and have a very 
MerryChristmas! 

Alice Heywood, Music 

Christmas would not be complete without 

the warmth of brass ... 

Lighting the world at Christmas ... 

There is     

nothing 

quite like 

the sound of 

pure voices    

filling           

Cathedrals,   

all the way 

to their 

vaulted   

ceilings ... 

‘Silent Night’ sung by GCS Gospel Choir 
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For the 5th year running the Drama Department were pleased and 
proud to be part of the nationwide Shakespeare Schools Festival. 

Over 20,000 students take part in 30 minute performances of     
Shakespeare's plays in professional theatres all over the country 

to celebrate the work of Shakespeare. 

For this year's production, our Yr9 cast were performing 'Julius 
Caesar' - one of the most blood thirsty and intense of            

Shakespeare's works! However, our wonderful cast rose to the 
occasion, and were professional, committed and focused   
throughout both the rehearsal period and the day itself. 

Their performance was mesmerising - the combination of physical 
theatre and intense dialogue, created an incredibly atmospheric 

and tense performance. Students worked so strongly as an        
ensemble to create a modern day Julius Caesar - set in a High 

School - that was full of danger, intrigue and emotion. 

The feedback from the Shakespeare Schools Foundation praised 
the cast's maturity and focus, and the excellent ensemble work - 
one staff member saying it was the best version of Julius Caesar 

she had ever seen.  

Responses we got from the audience included phrases such as, 
'those performers must be 6th formers, they're too good' and 'you 

can tell Guildford County is a performing arts school'. 

As always, we couldn't be prouder of our dedicated, talented and 
awesome cast - well done! 

Team Drama 
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Photographs by kind permission of  Mr James Anthony 
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On 22nd November, we went to Watts Artists  
Village, with a few other students, to discover 
what it is like to work in an art gallery. First, we 
visited the archive, to learn how paintings are 
kept in good condition. We were taught about 
the factors that can be harmful to art work and 
how to prevent such damage. Later we were put 
to work in the shop where we learned about   
visual merchandising and working behind the till. 
We really enjoyed creating a display of products. 
After this we went to a ‘Picture Talk’ where we 
were told about the detail and story behind     
specific paintings; this was really interesting. We 
then went on to take part in a ‘Stewarding      
Session’, where we gave out surveys to people 
who were visiting. This allowed us to explore the 
gallery a bit more and see areas such as the 
Sculpture Studio. Our final activity of the day 
was in the Pottery Studio where we learned all 
about George and Mary Watts and made our 
own clay pots. These will make up part of a     
display of 1000 pots, created to celebrate Mary 
Watts’ work. We really enjoyed the whole        
experience and it gave us a taste of working in 
the Heritage Sector. 
Maddie Payne & Eliza Choudhury Yr9 

‘Watts’ Going On in the Galley 
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اس ى جايزه ى برنده فروشنده، ايرانى فيلم
موضوع فرهادى، اصغر كارگردانى با و كار

ي با زوج يك رفتار بر ان اثر و تجاوز دشوار 
 گذارد. مى نمايش به را كديگر

رفتا با رابطه در حياتى بحثى اغاز فيلم اين
سيست مشكلات تجاوز، قربانيان با جامعه ر
ا شده موضوع اين كردن ننگين و عدالت م

 ست.

و نويسنده عنوان به فرهادى اصغر ى ايده
بسيار درام يك به را ان فيلم، اين كارگردان 
بينند زمان هم كه است كرده تبديل مهيج 

 كند. مى اشنا ايرانى فرهنگ با را ه

فر  فيلم ى كننده متحير داستان و بازيگران
ك تبديل نظير بى اى پديده به را ان وشنده

 اند. رده

 حورا به نژاد )دانشجوی ) 

Using Arthur Miller’s play ‘Death of a      
Salesman’ as a story within a story, the    
Academy Award winning Iranian film, The 
Salesman, from renowned director Asghar 
Farhadi, explores the difficult subject of     
sexual assault and its impact on a couple’s 
dynamic.  
The film sparks a crucial discussion about 
society’s treatment of sexual assault victims, 
the issues with the justice system and the 
stigmatization of the subject. 

Farhadi’s vision as the writer and director of 
the film makes it a suspenseful and nail biting 
drama and also gives an insight into Iranian 
culture along the way. The flawless acting 
and unconventional plot make The Salesman 
a unique watch. 

Hora Behnejad (Year 13) 
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Climate Crisis Debate 

Come along and join the conversation 
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Ecological Crisis Debate 

Inspirational Guest Speaker 

Working towards a sustainable school 

‘SUSTAIN 2020’ 

GCS students   

building a Bug Hotel 

science meets 

geography meets 

gcs community 

Small Changes  

Big Differences 

Wednesday  18:30 for 19:00  22 January 2020 

It is the                    

responsibility of all 

 
Jamie Wing in Yr13 has had an incredible run 
on Channel 4’s Countdown. On 3rd December 

he won his 8th programme in a row and      
qualified for the series’ quarter final on 13th 

December. Not only has he won eight         
episodes, he has done it with a fantastic      
calmness and a precision that has really     

impressed viewers. On seven of the            
programmes he scored over 100; leaving the 

opposition trailing dismally most days. His best 
win was on his second programme where he 
scored 117 to his opponent’s 23! Even more 
impressive is the fact that the total possible 

score for that episode was 126 and Jamie got 
that score under great pressure and in front of 

the TV cameras. 
The Sixth Form have cheered him on through 
this fantastic run and are all in awe of Jamie’s 
vocabulary. Who knew that wapiti is another 

name for an elk and                                                    
what is an acridone anyway? 

Apparently Jamie was inspired to enter for the 
competition having being introduced to the 

programme by Mr Grimmet in Yr12. His friends 
have nicknamed him the human dictionary 
since Yr7 and they also encouraged him to 

enter for the programme. 

Thank you for entertaining and inspiring us, 
Jamie, and good luck for the next round.     

Gerry Black, Head of Yr13 
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Jamie is on a roll …. 

 

Peers look on in 
awe & wonder ... 
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Christmas   

in the  

Library 

The books  

used to create 

 these trees  

were from  

charity shops.  

They were going 

 to be pulped ,  

so the library is giving them  

a new life. 

Dates for the Diary: 

 

Fri 20 Dec Christmas Holidays begin 

Mon 06 Jan School returns for Easter Term 

Thu 09 Jan Foreign Film Society ‘Run Lola Run’ 

Wed 22 Jan SUSTAIN 2020 - Eco/Climate Event 

 

 

Joel Bartell, in Yr13, is 
following in the footsteps 

of Ricky Hatton, this 
month competing for the 

NABC Elite National                           
Middle-weight title for his 
age group. He boxed six 

fights over a four week 
period and six           

unanimous decisions 
resulted in him winning 
the title. In the final he 

beat the England        
representative. This is a 

fantastic achievement 
and means he is the No1 

British Middleweight 
Champion in that        

category.  
Joel works really hard at 
his sport. On average he 

trains for 20 hours a 
week alongside keeping 

up his 3 A levels. He has 
to be careful with his diet 

too and eats very little 
‘junk food’. “Got to get 

them gains!” 
After Christmas he will 

be competing in the 
youth ABAs.  

Good luck Joel – we are 
very proud of you 

Gerry Black  
Head of Yr13 

Joel Fights 

His Way to 

Sporting Victory 

 

Amongst others, who also 
worked extremely hard  

collecting sponsored walk 
fundraising dues, Beth 
Dawson Yr7, Jack Vale 

Yr9 and Barnaby Verdoom 
Yr11, received prizes from 

school for effort, raising 
truly impressive totals for      

charity. 

Best Feet 

Forwards 

Beth and Jack with Mr Bond 


