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classroom where a sixth form 
student has logged onto Teams 

and projected an isolating 
teacher onto the screen, whilst 

the whole class happily sat 
there following teacher                         

instructions.  
So as we look ahead to some 

I’m in my 27th year of teaching 
and I can honestly say this has 

been the strangest, and                    
hardest, so far. We haven’t 
been able to do many of the 
things we usually do: House 

Drama, Sponsored Walk, social 
events, House Rowing                   

competition ... and this time last 
year we never imagined we 

would be saying ‘masks’ and ‘2 
metres please’ on repeat … but 

here we are.  
Through these tough times we 
still have much to be thankful 
for. We may not be crowding 
into the Common Room, like 
this time last year, when we 

were cheering Yr13 Jamie on 
his way to becoming         

Countdown Octochampion, but 
the routines of school life go 

on. A number of our Yr13   
students have been invited for 

Oxford and Cambridge       
interviews (remotely and a new 
experience for everyone), our 
potential medics have all been 
invited for interview and Charlie 
has already received one offer 

of a place at a music                           
conservatoire (with interviews 
for others lined up). We were 

also delighted to hear about the 
continuing rugby success of 
one of our former students, 

Hugh, who had his Premiership 
debut for Harlequins at the start 

of December.  
Despite having to cope with      

remote learning on the run up 
to exam week, Year 11 are 
valiantly undertaking their 

mocks, and students in every 
year from 7-13 have become 

experts in ‘blended’ and remote 
learning, even in reverse! 

There has been more than one 
occasion in the last week 

where I have walked past a 

well deserved rest for all, as 
well as festivities and time with 
loved ones, I thought I’d share 
a few facts about how some of 

our school community                     
celebrate Christmas. We have 
families from many countries at 
County. In addition to English, 

there are over 30 different                
languages spoken by members 

of our school community. In 
Poland, the big feast, Wigilia, is 
on Christmas Eve, beginning at 
the appearance of the first star. 
Christmas Day is often spent 
visiting friends. As someone 
with Polish neighbours, I can 
testify to the fact that families 
do continue these traditions 

even if they have lived outside 
of Poland for decades! In                    

Sweden too, Christmas Eve 
sees the main celebrations. For 
those families who grew up in 
Ghana, I believe the festivities 
start on the 20th December and 

continue to the first week in 
January. Children growing up 

in Portugal will run to their 
home nativity scene on                     

returning from church on 
Christmas Eve to make sure 

the baby Jesus has ‘appeared’ 
in the manger - no baby means 
no presents the next morning! 
As a parent who has to admit 
to once forgetting the Tooth 
Fairy, I’m not sure I could        
manage the pressure of          

sneaking the baby into the 
scene before leaving for 

church.  
However you choose to spend 

the time over the Christmas 
holidays, on behalf of every 

one at County, may I wish you 

 

 ‘A Happy and Healthy                    
Christmas and New Year’.  

 
Helen Nurton 

Sixth Form                         
Christmas Tree,                      

decorated by our students 
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Inauguration Assembly 
 

 

 

 

 

Hi, we are Jack and Milena and we are 
very excited to be invited to lead Tudor 
House together. We are looking forward to 
getting school life back to as near normal 
as possible and have some exciting House 
events to organise in 2021. 

Tudor has been high up on the House 
league table recently, so fingers crossed 
for that to continue this year under our 
leadership. Between us we have  broad 
interests and hope to be able to help the 
members of Tudor House reach for the 

highest goals. 

Go Tudor! 

Jack Sherlock & Milena da Silva 

Lancaster 

W
in

d
s

o
r 

Hanover 

S
tu

a
rt

 

Yo
rk

 

Tudor 

It was with much 
celebration             

- all be it virtually - 
that the whole 

school voted in, 
and inaugurated, 
our new House                     
Captains for the 
year 2020/2021. 

They have had to 
wait patiently for 
the honour, but  

last Thursday, at 
our annual                     

Inauguration                    
Assembly, they 
joined with our    

already appointed 
Senior Team and 
Ambassadors, to 

be formally                   
introduced to the 

County Community                      

Amy and I are very excited to take on the 
roles, captaining Lancaster House. As a 
new student  joining  Guildford County in 
Yr12, I was overwhelmed by the kindness 
and generosity of spirit within the school 
community - especially from Lancaster 
House. Along with Amy, I will take this 
opportunity to be able to give                        
something back to Lancaster.  We have 
taken part in multiple House events such 
as House Drama and Public Speaking; we 
now hope to continue to bring victories to 
Lancaster, leaving a positive mark on a 
house that has been so welcoming. 
Isis Herbert & Amy Taylor 

Hi everyone! We’re Rachel and Dominique 
and we’re excited to be the new Windsor 
House Captains. We’re both eager to see 
what Windsor has to show this year and to 
help make sure it does as well as possible, 
even if this may mostly have to be via ‘MS 
Teams’. Windsor never fails to show its 
competitive spirit or enthusiasm, no matter 
what year group, and we want to encourage 
it to stay like that! This year it will be                 
especially important to be able to come 
together for House events and we would 
love to see everyone getting involved and 
supporting our amazing house.  

Rachel Doran & Dominique Drage 

 

Hi, I am Ellie and, along with Becky, we 
are going to Captain Hanover House. 
Having been a part of Hanover our whole 
County lives, this position is one that 
excites us immensely. I, for one, won’t 
take it lightly. Despite not winning House 
Drama 2019, we are confident that 
everyone involved had a great time - the 
cast was motivated as we maintained 
high spirits and created a fun and friendly 
atmosphere. We both look forward to 
keeping up Hanover’s morale, whilst 
succeeding in getting us the recognition 
we deserve! 

Ellie Din & Becky Rew 

It’s difficult to recall who I was in Yr7, but I 
do remember my strong ambitions to run as 
a possible future Stuart House Captain. 
Over the years my love for the Stuart family 
has grown, not only taking part in many 
events, but also encouraging others to have 
fun too. The highlight for me was writing and 
directing the winning play for House Drama 
in 2019, working alongside Ella. We both 
enjoyed creating the set and                           
costumes, whilst getting to know many of the 
lower school in rehearsals. So it is a dream 
to work with Ella again, hopefully together 
driving to win many up and coming events. 

Nova Gaitskell Kendrick & Ella Hendy 

 

It’s been a strange year, to say the least, but 
Eleanor and I are very much looking forward 
to jointly captaining York. The role provides 
an opportunity to give back to the House that 
allowed us to develop confidence, become 
risk-takers, team players, leaders and well-
rounded people; we will now do our best to 
ensure that everyone has a chance to display 
their talents and try something new. We will 
love being able to front up the team and 
create safe spaces for students to express 
themselves, whilst still enjoying school life. 
That is what being a House Captain is all 
about. We are really excited to get stuck into 
the role. 

Militsa Mashanovich & Eleanor Farley 20
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‘Leadership is 

the                      

expectation 

that you can 

use your voice 

for good’ 

Sheryl Sandberg                           

Facebook COO 
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The Show Must Go On 
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I have been given a wonderful opportunity to introduce myself to the wider school community 
and outline some of my plans, hopes and dreams for the Science Department here at County. 
As a short introduction, I am Lewys Jones, the relatively new Director of Science. Since starting 
at County, at the beginning of the academic year, the welcome I have received from everyone 
in the community - from the students, to the staff and parents - has been truly heart-warming. In 
these challenging times, the friendship and togetherness shown has been an example to  
behold. 
One of my briefs in writing this short piece, was to lay out my vision for the forthcoming years. 
Science, as a subject, has always had somewhat of a polarising role in education. The number 
of times I have heard, “I was always bad at Science”, is matched only by the number of “I loved 
Science” statements being bandied about.  
Science education has a vital role in preparing our students for the future. In this day and age 

of information and misinformation, having a practiced critical scientific eye is vital to equip our            
students with the ability to wade through the vast swathes of truths, untruths and half-truths that 
permeate the news, internet and social media. My vision is for the department to prepare students to 
enter the wider world of work and life with a toolset that enables a breadth of understanding of both 
the scientific nature of the world, as well as the importance of scientific literacy. As a result, our              
curriculum focuses on the applications of science at every level of society, with some time spent 
looking at a few of the great scientific frauds and abuses of the last 200 years. The department all join 
me in this aim, with our teachers going above and beyond to ensure that the student’s fascination 
with science continues to be fed, and that every student has the opportunity to answer some of their 
fundamental questions that form throughout their 5 or 7 years at County. 
Ideally, whether a County student studies a science all the way to Master’s level, or finishes their 
scientific education in the summer of their GCSEs, they should be able to view the world in a fresh 
and honest light, that enables them to make informed decisions regarding the world in which they live. 
Should anyone reading this want to pick my brains, or have a chat regarding the role of science within 
the curriculum, please feel free to get in contact; this is a subject I am passionate about and I will 
happily engage in discussion. I look forward to meeting you at the various events that will be 
(hopefully) happening in the near future here at County.  
       Lewys Jones, Director of Science 

develop a 

Practised Critical Scientific Eye 

Despite many setbacks including three postponements, changes to performance regulations (such as no physical contact allowed), group members missing due to    
isolation, and limited rehearsal and performance space, the Yr13 Drama and Theatre Studies A’ Level students have absolutely done themselves proud with their recent 
exam performances. 

Originally scheduled to be performed in June, two of the groups were eventually able to perform their final performances in the first week of December, with one more 
group still to perform in January. As drama teachers, during lockdown and remote learning, the thing we have missed, probably above everything else, is the chance to 
watch live work from our amazingly talented students. It was wonderful to be able to watch these performances - executed to such a high standard.  

Throughout the whole rehearsal process the students have been dedicated and committed, taking every setback in their stride, and facing each challenge with positivity 
and pragmatism. The result was some creative, thought provoking and moving work, which we thoroughly enjoyed watching and moderating.  

There is a second exam performance of monologues and duologues scheduled for next term, and we can't wait to see what this highly talented group of performers                
produces. Super proud, as always, of the County creativity and dramatic talent.         Team Drama 
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With the Cathedral not being in sight for our ‘Nine 
Lessons and Carols’ service this year, we have made 
live recordings by the festively decorated front      
entrance stairs and Christmas tree, and these will be 
shared with our school community. We are very   
grateful to Alex Nurton in 8S for his filming expertise 
and technical know-how, as well as Lesley Nicole and 
Caroline Gale.   

The format for this traditional service was created by 
Rev E.W. Benson, who planned it to be held in a    
wooden shed, which then served as his Cathedral in 
Truro. The solo chorister began, as we usually do too, 
with ‘Once in Royal David’s City’. With the exception of 
1930, this service has been broadcast from King’s 
College Cambridge every year since 1928, even   
during the Second World War, when there were no 
glass windows and no heat.   

So, what of this story? A teenage girl pregnant from a 
most unusual source, a community who would have 
been ready to stone her for it, a young man feeling 
betrayed by his fiancé's apparent affair before they 
were even married, and a baby born in conditions the 
NHS would have been horrified at. And yet, this child, 
born to be a king and the Saviour of the world, is  
worshipped and adored by Christians all over the 
globe - not only at Christmas but all year round.                
Christmas is an opportunity to explore this story and 
the baby at the centre of it all.  

Rebecca Griffin, Religious Education 

Nine Lessons 

With Christmas Music 

Steve Smith, Head of School , reads the 9th lesson 

Emily & Josiah sing ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ 
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‘JAH’ 
Evana Rendle  

Chorus  
Birds and bees flying in the air,  
Flowers getting knotted in my hair  
Basking in the sun, all day long.  
Listening to the summer’s sweet, sweet song.  

Verse 1 

Summer breeze rolling over hills  

Watching the hawk dine before it stills  

Lying on the grass, so lush and green 

Eating my basket under the sunny gleam.  

Chorus  

Verse 2 
I hope that this moment never ends.  
Winter is getting nearer as it sends.  
Maybe one day I can go back.  
To the sweet, sweet summer day I lack.  

Chorus  

Creativity  
in  

Music 
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I am delighted to announce that the 
school has been awarded the                              
prestigious Music Mark. This                                 

process has been led by                                       
Caroline Gale, Director                                             
of Music, and has been                                 

awarded to us in                                                                                       
recognition of                                            

our commitment to providing high quality                      
music education. Needless to say, we are                       
delighted and the award reminds us of                                
the importance of music to motivate                                 
us, to inspire us and to lift our                                       
spirits, especially during                                               
these most challenging                                                                                      
of times.     Steve Smith, Head of School 
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How to revise for English . . . 

Remember to keep calm and breathe – you’ve got this! 
Charlotte Jenner, Director of English 

 

Don’t just read your notes – 
you need to write things 

down – writing information 
down engages a different 
part of the brain and jogs 
your long-term memory. 

Simply reading notes isn’t 
enough for your brain to 

retain the information, you 
need to go on and do some-
thing with that information 

for it to stick. 

Take your revision wherever you 
go – when you pack your bag for 

school make sure you’re also 
packing some cue cards. There are 
lots of five-minute periods during 
the school day you can use to do 
some extra revision – waiting in 

the lunch queue, arriving to tutor a 
little early, when you’re waiting for 

your next lesson to start. 

On exam day make sure you 
arrive with plenty of time – 

nothing adds extra worry and 
pressure on exam day than 
arriving late. Set off a little 

earlier than normal. While you 
wait, if people around you seem 
stressed and worried, try to relax 

and not let their worry affect 
you. You’re prepared well, you’ll 

be fine. 

14 Essential 
Revision      

Tips: 

Sleep and eat properly – sleep is 
more important than you imagine – 
it helps your brain store and retain 

all of the important information 
you’re trying to keep. Drinking plenty 

of water and eating healthy foods 
will also help to increase your 

concentration throughout the day. 

This is a brand new section of the Guildford County School newsletter, and one which I hope will be of benefit to all of our                      
students.  

The most common question I get asked, as an English teacher, is “How do I revise for English?” Consequently, I’m hoping that this 
part of the newsletter will prove useful to all of our students. Each month, I will post a new revision tactic or resource which will be 
helpful for your English Literature, English Language, or both exams. 

Revision is a really personal thing, so it may be that some of my advice and tips don’t work for you; if that’s the case then simply 
try the next month’s tip – there’s bound to be one which helps! 

As an introduction, I thought it best to suggest some key revision tips which could be used for all of your subjects.  

From January, this section will become more English-specific. 

Don’t spend time making your 
notes look pretty – doing so 
just wastes time. Make sure 

your notes are organized and 
legible, but colouring ideas in 

different colours doesn’t             
actually work. 
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Katherine 

Caitlin 

Evie 

Mitchell 

Philippos 

Michelle 

Charlotte 

Gabriel 

Daniel Katie 

Daria 

Katy 

Miya Victoria 

Yr7 Christmas Card Competition 

The wonderful response 

to our Yr7 Christmas Card                        

Competition produced                      

an impressive variety                       

of designs and                         

techniques.                                      

Well done                                 

to all                                               

those                                       

who                                                  

took                                                

part.  

 

 

Thank you for your efforts in helping to make our County  Christmas so vibrant.            

A special mention to Katherine and Miya, whose designs will feature on the                                                   
Guildford County Christmas Card 2020.             
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In October, we were delighted to                      
welcome the junior squad of  
Guildford Rowing Club as a new 
community letting onto the                 
MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) 
twice a week. 
The Junior Squad at Guildford Rowing 
Club is an energetic and significant part 
(with approximately 100 members) of 
the Club. Juniors range in age from 12 
to 18 and junior racing categories (J12, 
J13, …) are based on the academic 
year. 

The club runs regular junior beginners' 
classes for approximately six weeks. 
Those beginners then move to the junior 
training schedule, with progressively 
more opportunities, as the athletes gain 
experience and move from one age 
group to the next.  

 

The junior squads are divided into 
three groups, Novice, Development 
and Performance. Squads train on 
the River Wey on Sunday mornings, 
with the Development and                             
Performance squads having                        
additional outings on Saturdays, in 
racing season. The junior squad also 
focus on land training sessions                    
during the week and without doubt 
this has significantly improved our 
athletes' fitness and positively                      
impacted on the successes of the 
junior squad. The use of the MUGA 
at Guildford County School means 
that we can continue this training 
throughout the winter in preparation 
for racing when it recommences - 
hopefully soon, we are so ready!  

Juniors learn the basics of sculling (safety, boat handling and 
technique) during the beginners course and then progress to a 
higher standard within the Novice squad. Movement to the 
Development squad follows with the requirement of higher 
technical ability and effort. The Performance squad is the final 
step for those with demonstrated commitment, fitness and 
technique to compete on a regular basis at some of the larger 
events, typically on the River Thames. 

Many of the coaches are parents or former parents, with                   
additional coaching assistance provided by experienced                    
juniors and parents alike. Many juniors use coaching or                   
sculling as part of their Duke of Edinburgh’s award. Parents 
frequently lend a hand in ways other than coaching, some 
help with safety on the river bank (we’ll train you to use a 
throw bag), club events (summer party, BBQs, scratch club 
regatta), regattas (summer sprints), heads (winter time trials) 
and equipment maintenance (boats and boat house). 

Fancy joining us? 

Junior Squad Website: https://guildfordjuniorrowing.org/ 

 
Sharon Garner , Lettings Officer 

 

Fri  18 Dec  School closes for Christmas 

Mon 04 Jan  School opens for Spring Term 

Thu 14 Jan  Yr9 Parents Consultations 

                                          
Merry Christmas 

to all and a  

Happy 2021 

from 

Guildford County School 
Community 

https://guildfordjuniorrowing.org/

