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December 2021 

Can you have an                                     
environmentally friendly 
Christmas? 
Like lots of other people in 
school, I wear more than one 
‘hat’. As someone who has 
taught Geography for over 25 
years, I am aware of the                      
environmental impact of the 
actions of humans on the 
planet. A large proportion of 
our families will have a           
Christmas tree in their home 
this month, but which is better 
for the environment - a real or 
an artificial tree? 
It is estimated that in the UK 
alone, 8 million real trees will 
be sold this festive season. If 
you are opting for a real tree, 
it is best to buy one grown 
locally wherever you can, 
therefore avoiding                       
contributing to greenhouse 
gas emissions from the 
transport of trees. It is actually 
the disposal of real trees that 
causes much of the                                
environmental damage; if a 
tree is put into landfill, it                        

releases methane during         
decomposition. Better                      
therefore, to take your tree to 
a recycling centre where it is 
shredded into mulch for parks 
and playgrounds. Guildford 
Borough Council offered this 
service last year, so hopefully 
they’ll do the same this year.  
An artificial tree is responsible 
for about 40kg of greenhouse 
gas emission, according to 
The Carbon Trust. This 
means you’d need to use it for 
at least 10 years to keep its 
environmental impact lower 
than buying a real tree every 
year. About two-thirds of an 
artificial tree’s carbon footprint 
is the plastic it is made from, 
so you could look to buy one 
made from recycled materials 
or a pre-owned one. Like 
many things in life, there isn’t 
a simple answer to which is 
better for the environment; it 
depends on several aspects.  
My other ‘hat’ is Director of 
Sixth Form and we currently 
have the largest Sixth Form 

numbers we’ve ever had. A 
third of our Yr12 students 
joined us at the start of the 
academic year, having spent 
their earlier education at other 
schools, including schools 
abroad. I’m pleased to say 
that everyone has settled in 
well and over 240 of the Sixth 
Form are looking forward to 
our Winter Ball on Friday 10th 
December. Many of the Yr13 
students are planning on 
wearing their Yr11 Prom 
dresses that they never got 
the chance to wear, due to 
Covid restrictions in summer 
2020. I’m sure the evening 
will be worth the wait! 
We have had a long, but                  
successful, Autumn term, with 
the Sixth Form leading                            
several House events,                      
working on their Next Steps 
(several have got Oxbridge 
interviews this week and we 
wish them all the best of luck) 
and showing their generous 
nature, once again, by                                   
donating over £1000 to two 
charities (Respect and Cicra) 
as well as collecting for           
Guildford Homeless and the 
local Women’s Refuge.  
Whilst I always have a real 
Christmas tree at home, we 
have an artificial tree in the 
Sixth Form. I left some                      
students to decorate it this 
week and when I returned 
from my classroom, I did 
laugh at what they had                            
decided to put underneath the 
tree (see photo)! 
However you choose to                           
celebrate the forthcoming 
holidays, I wish you a happy, 
peaceful and safe break and 
we look forward to seeing 
students back on 5th January 
2022.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen Nurton 
Assistant Headteacher 
Director of Sixth Form  

A happy, peaceful and safe break, from Guildford County Sixth 
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It’s a very busy time for Yr13. They are keeping up with 
their studies and academic challenges, as the courses get 
more demanding. Mocks start on 24th January and tutors 
and teachers are helping students to plan their revision; 
starting now! 

Alongside these demands, the students are making big            
decisions about their futures. We are encouraging them to 
consider apprenticeships as alternative degree and career 
routes. The majority are keen to go to university.           
Fortunately, they have been able to attend some live open 
days this year. The chance to visit and get a feel of a 
place is really valuable and the feedback from these days 
has been very positive. This year, 18 students put in early 
applications for the highly competitive courses, such as                     
Oxbridge and medicine.  They are now busy preparing for 
interviews, which are mainly online again this year.                                              

We are grateful to local schools such as George                                      
Abbot and the RGS who have been offering practice                              
interviews, which we reciprocate for their students. We 
are also grateful to ex-students who have conducted 
practice interviews, and to Rachel Doran, who                                   
presented to our students - via teams from her room 
at  Cambridge University - helpful advice about how to 
prepare for an online interview !  

To date, we have had one student with an offer to study 
veterinary science at Surrey, and one with an offer to 
study music at Birmingham Conservatoire… and we look 
forward to lots more offers.   

The students certainly deserve success after studying 
through such challenging times.   
     Gerry Black, Head of Yr13 

 

 

All Things Year 13 

Veterinary Medicine? 

Dreaming Spires? 
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This year it was time for a shake up in how we 
form the Student Council and Student Learning 
Team! As the school has expanded, we needed to 
find a new way to make sure that student voices 
could be heard, so Mr Comben and I asked for 
applications from all year groups in the Lower and 

Upper School. We were inundated with                        
fantastic emails and letters! Across the first weeks of term, 
the applications were read carefully and considered, giving 
around 50 fantastic candidates. The decision was then 
made to split these students between the Student Council 
and the Student Learning Team. These two teams will meet 
at the same time, sharing ideas and coming together on 
some occasions, but also working independently on               

projects as well.  

The Student Council will be responsible for working with 
the Senior Team on fundraising and charity events, feeding 
back student voice and driving change around the school. 
Their first job was to decide the charities that we will                  
support as a school this year. Their views will be fed back 
to Mr Smith through the Senior Team, making sure that 

their ideas reach the very top.  

The Learning Team will focus on what is happening in 
lessons; at the moment, they are looking at examples of 
marking and feedback from their lessons that have really 
helped them to progress. A few members also brilliantly 
represented the Team at a Governors meeting in school 
recently. We are incredibly excited to work with these new,                        

enthusiastic teams and make the 
changes students really want to see. 
Look out for the representatives 
around school, proudly                    
displaying their Student Council and 

Learning Team badges. 

Jo Cole, Assistant Headteacher 

House Drama, which was a victory celebrated humbly by the 
whole team. Creativity, Inclusivity and Humility are all     
qualities that Stuart aims to embody when representing our 
House and it was lovely to see members from all year groups 
working together to produce something truly original, whilst 
demonstrating these values. I hope that bonds made between 
those in Stuart House continue to blossom over the next few 
months. 
Although postponed, I am excited to hear the speeches                      
prepared by the Upper and Lower School in the upcoming 
House Public Speaking. I am confident that we have the best 
possible team to represent Stuart House at this event. 
We are supported this year by our excellent house captains, 
Logan and Emily. I will allow them introduce themselves… 

I hope to see as many Stuart faces as possible representing our 
County family over the next few months and am confident that 
every member of our House will make us proud. Ellie Gaskin 

I am delighted to be  the Head of Stuart House this 
year. After last year’s restrictions, I am determined that 
this year, students will be able to experience the 
House system in its full glory. County is made up of 
amazing and unique talents, and the upcoming events 
allow every student an opportunity to shine.  
I am especially thrilled to have Stuart House in the 
spotlight after our incredible recent performance in 
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Hi, I’m Emily and I’m so excited to see Stuart 
through this year as one of your House Captains! 
We’ve had such a good start to the year with our 
House Drama victory, so I can’t wait for what’s next 
for Stuart. Make sure to get involved where you can 
and support your classmates! If you ever need help 
Logan and I are always here for advice or someone to talk to. Enjoy 
the rest of the term! 

Hi, I’m Logan, looking forward to another year of 
events and victories for Stuart House. Our win for 
House Drama shows all of your potential for working 
hard and enjoying yourselves in the process. Our 
upcoming House Public Speaking event will be                   
another great opportunity for cooperation and team 

skills which we are very eager to help out with and watch. Good 
luck Stuart! 

Stuart House 



 

 

240 Sixth Formers 

26 parents and  

ex-head boy, Iwan, helping 
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lots of dancing! 

Gerry Black, Head of Year 13 
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Above and beyond in the name of science! 

After that, I created a preliminary mind map of all the content, followed by a thorough exploration for information.                  

Finally, I created the A3 poster. 

By doing this vast and thorough piece of research on enzymes, I concluded that they are an essential component for 

life on Earth. In humans, they have a vital role in digestion, by speeding up the rate of the chemical reactions that 

help our body digest, absorb and assimilate food. Without enzymes, we would be unable to transfer the right                       

molecules in our food into the cells around the body that require them; we wouldn’t have any energy (ATP); we 

wouldn’t be able to carry out any metabolic reactions. In conclusion, we would not exist.  

                        Pau Ingles-Prats Yr12 

Why go above and beyond? 

I decided to put in some extra effort and 

produce this big presentation, including 

the replica of the protein and the enzyme. 

Firstly, it was a great opportunity to      

challenge myself and go beyond the work 

done in the classroom.  

Secondly, it served as a chance to learn in 

depth new things about the protein and                   

enzyme, which are not only                    

interesting, but also beneficial for my                            

further studies at university. 

When I first began to search for                            

information, I did extensive research to 

get a global overview of the topic and I 

looked for images and infographics to         

develop a more realistic replica of the        

protein and the enzyme.   

 

Above and beyond in the name of walking! 
This year's annual school Sponsored 
Walk raised a mind-boggling amount of                       
money. The total raised by students in Yr7 

to Yr11 was just over £14,000!!!! This is 
more than double the previous largest 
total.   

The School Council will be donating 
£4000 to charity this year to reflect this 
huge amount of money (more details on 
this will follow later in the year.)  This 
means that a huge £10,000 will go directly 
to subject departments across the school 
and pay for items that will directly benefit 
all students at GCS. 

Individual prizes were awarded to the            
following pupils who raised the most                  
money in their year groups: 

Jessica 7T raised £220 

Malachi 8S raised £459 

Sahil 9S raised £150 

Patrick 10W raised £110 

Lucy H 11T raised £150 

Thank you to everyone for your                        
money-raising efforts this year! 

 

Mike Briggs, Geography A few of our Walking Wonders! 
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‘I was exceedingly 
grateful and joyous to 
hear that my portrayal 
of Greece was one of 
the many pieces that 

were chosen to make an 
appearance at the          

station. Being                           
hand-picked by the 

adjudicator gave me self 
-esteem and confidence  

in my artistry and                    
ability. It gave all the 
long, diligent hours, 

spent on                                     
decision-making,                     

experimenting with 
numerous mediums                         

and ultimately                             
composing my final 

piece, more purpose. I 
am appreciative to 

those who                             
acknowledge 

my creation whilst 
passing 

by.  

Many 
thanks!’ 

Student 

2019 

 

We’ve done it again! 
Twelve of our now Yr10 students were chosen to                   
exhibit their art work in Platform 3 Waiting Room, at            
Guildford Station. In association with The Arts Society 
Guildford, and South Western Railways, the exhibition 
space was organised to allow local schools to show their 
work in this busy commuter hub. On Tuesday 30th                     
November, Mr Smith, some of the celebrated artists and I 
walked over to see their pieces, and they were awarded 
certificates in recognition of their fantastic hard work and 
contribution to the local community. 
The portrait pieces on show were created in Yr9 and were 
based on someone they admire. The work was completed 
both at home and school throughout remote learning of 
the last year. Students continued to work stoically hard, 
enjoying the personal achievement and contemplation 
that art so often brings. We are very proud of all their               
efforts as they continued to work tirelessly throughout.  

Waiting Room Platform 3 

‘I was pretty sure that I 
was going to take GCSE 
Art, but this gave me  
more confidence that I 
would be good at it. It 
helped to know that 
others enjoyed looking at 
my work as much as I 
had enjoyed creating it!’ 

Students looked  

at a number of different  

portrait artists and  

were inspired by the  

symbolism used by Frida Kahlo.  

They researched people they admired  

and carefully considered the meaning  

of objects in their pieces.  

They learned and applied correct proportion  

and tone. Then they created symbolic images  

in response to the artists 

 'Craig Redman', 'Vince Low' and 'Anatol Knotek'.  

There were so many great pieces to choose from,  

making the final selection hard.  

 

This initiative is a fantastic opportunity to let our students exhibit their  

work to a wider audience outside school. It has allowed them to consider  

how work can be interpreted and viewed by commuters, and has sparked a  

great interest in the power of Art. This opportunity is something the Lower School  

looks forward to entering whilst in Yr9 and it has bolstered the confidence  

of all those chosen to exhibit. 

Rebecca, Erin, Emma, Lily, Martha, Kenzo, Isobel, Emily, Srishti, Cassian, Daisy, Istvan 

We hope you enjoy                    
looking and that they                   

inspire you as much as they 
have our students at County 

Izzy Baillie, Head of Art 
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Announcing an 
exciting new partnership ... 

The club and the school have a great and 
long running history with the town, and 

are proud to be working together in                  
support of both the development of the 

sport of rugby and also                                 
the community life within Guildford. 

Over the next three years, we plan to join 
forces, not only around rugby coaching 
and match participation at both school 

and club level, but also by                       
charitably supporting our families in most 
need, as we continue to emerge from a 

difficult and challenging period in our lives.                           
Watch this space! 

 

Steve Smith, Headteacher 

Guildford County School 

Guildford Rugby Football Club 
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The CKT's aim is to provide bursaries for instrument     

lessons, and grants for performances, that inspire young 

people to take up music lessons.  

Guildford County School is the first CKT                         

Ambassador School. All County students are therefore 

eligible for consideration for funding.  If this is of interest, 

please contact the trust directly at  

cherylkingtrust.org.uk    

where further information is available. 

Caroline Gale, Director of Music, Head of Creative Arts 

Christ’s College v Guildford County 
Yr7 Girls Football 

Wednesday17th November, saw the 
Yr7s play to victory in their first home 
match. Whilst Christ’s College put on a 
good performance, Guildford County 
took an early lead in the first half,                     
scoring 3 magnificent goals to Christ’s 
1; the second half was tense, but the 
team held the lead and went on to 
score a further goal. At the final whistle 
the score was 4-1 to Guildford County. 
Scorers were Yusrah and Annabel who 
scored two goals each. Yusrah was  
also named Player of the Match for 
both her amazing tackling and scoring.                                  
A great team effort and a great start to 
the season. 

Alex 7T 

On a very cold evening, at the end of                                 
November, the Yr8 Rugby Team played in a                     
challenging tournament 
against the best teams in 
the district. They 
showed great heart 
and desire, with                     
Connor being named 
Tackler of the Team. 
The boys enjoyed the 
rugby, but even more so 
the hot chocolate and hot 
dogs afterwards! Thanks again to 
GRFC for hosting  
Harry Hoadley, Physical Education 

 

Yr7 Girls Football  
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Dates for the Diary 
Thu  16 Dec Nine Lessons & Carols 

Thu  16 Dec Winter Wonder Band 

Fri 17 Dec End of Term  

Mon 03 Jan  Bank Holiday 

Tue 04 Jan INSET 

Wed 05 Jan School Returns 
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Christmas Greetings 
The school is looking very festive with the Christmas Tree in the Main 
Entrance, donated by Trade Vehicle Modifications Ltd, and the Dining 
Hall tastefully decorated by the Happy Team for Guildford Friends PTA 
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Please take note of some Friends’ dates for your diary. 
16th December brings Winter Wonder Band Christmas Cheer  
Tickets are limited, so don’t miss out! 
Also save the following (subject to Covid restrictions) 
7th February - Table Top Second Hand Uniform Sale  
11th February - Year 7 Silent Disco & Parents Mingle 5-7pm 
4th March - Quiz Night 
25th March - Year 8 Silent Disco & Parents Mingle 
w/c 11th July date tbc Summer Fayre  

A very merry  
festive season to all, 

from our crafty                          
County librarians! 

Christmas Treeding 

We will also soon be announcing our 
new fundraising project for 2021/22. 

In the meantime, please remember 
that you can continue to raise money 
for the school by shopping online 
through Amazon Smile and                         
Easyfunding.  Simple  setup                                
instructions can be found at  

https://
www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/877/
easyfundraising-and-amazon-smile
-for-county 

You can also donate to the school by 
joining the weekly Guildford Lottery.  
For more information go to 
www.guildfordlottery.org and play 
by nominating Friends of Guildford 
County School as your chosen                   
charity then buying your ticket(s) by 
following the easy instructions. GOOD 
LUCK!  Huda Gay, Chair of Friends 


