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What is this subject all about? 
 

The course is widely recognised by the world of work and Universities as a 
desirable subject to study at A Level (Russell Group admissions would rather 
see Drama on your qualifications for Law rather than a Law A Level itself). It 
shows that you are able to cope with the demands of an academic subject, as 
well as having the skill and commitment needed to work in a team. It is also a 
good excuse to go to see live theatre as much as possible! 

 

 

 

In a fun, practical way, it is a chance for you to explore your imagination. You 
will be involved in creating and performing as well as taking on the role of a 
theoretical director, considering different elements of drama; set and stage 
design, lighting and sound, costume and make-up and performing. You will be 
involved in the whole realisation of a piece of drama, which will include 
managing your own time. Drama and Theatre Studies is all about experiencing 
different forms of expression and creativity. It is a chance to show how you can 
be both and independent learner and a team player. 
 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

What do the students say?  

“The group has a relaxed atmosphere, but is also very focussed. The teachers 
trust you to know what you’re doing, whilst also helping you learn new skills, 
furthering your knowledge and introducing you to new scripts, ideas and 
methods of producing and production.” 
 

“A Level Drama provides a great opportunity to experience a broader spectrum 
of theatre, whether you are interested in acting, directly or even technical 
elements behind it. You have the freedom to choose exactly what you like, in 
a relaxed atmosphere.” 
 

“I went into A Level Drama without having done GCSE, but got into the swing 
of things quickly with the support of the staff. Despite not being very confident, 
it has helped me to come out of my shell and make lasting friendships” 
 
 

What do I need to be able to study this A level? 
 

Ideally, you should have a minimum of five GCSEs grade 9-5 or equivalent 
including grade 5 in English. You also need to be fully committed: your spare time 
will be called upon for rehearsals. Working as a team member is essential – you 
must be able to work with anyone! 

What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 
 
You do not need to aspire to be an actor or work in the theatre industry to take 
Drama and Theatre Studies at A Level. The skills that you will gain, such as; 
organisation, creative thinking and working as a team under pressure, will all be 
instrumental to any employer. Contrary to some beliefs, an A Level in Drama and 
Theatre Studies is often a gateway to universities and the skills developed over the 
course are invaluable in the workplace.  
 



                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

COMPONENT 
A Level 

CONTENT 
ASSESSMENT 

Type & Style Length & Occurrence 

 
Practitioners in 

Practise 

 
You will create your own devised performance based on a stimulus and 
influenced by the work of theatre practitioners.  
 
Your work will include: • The study of a core practitioner from a set list • The 
study of a second practitioner; • The study/exploration of an extract from a 
relevant script as a stimulus for your devised piece. 
 
You will be marked on an accompanying portfolio with evidence of the 
process you went through. 
 

 
Practical Performance with 

accompanying portfolio 

 

Internally assessed and 

externally moderated 

120 marks 

40% 
 

 
Exploring and 

Performing 

 
Practical exploration and performance of an extract of a scripted text. 
 
You will be required to produce an accompanying ‘concept document’ which 
will outline your intentions for the performance.  
 

 
Practical Performance with 

accompanying ‘Concept Pro 
Forma’. 

  

Externally assessed  

60 marks 

20% 

 

 
Deconstructing 

Texts 

 
Study of the set text ‘The Crucible’. 
 
You will be asked about your directorial decisions for the text and will be 
assessed on your knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre 
is created and developed for performance.  
 

 
 

Written Examination 
1  hour 45 minutes 

 
 

External Examination 
May / June 
60 marks 

20% 

 
Exploring / 
Analysing 

Performance 
 

 
Exploration of two texts: Othello and Frankenstein.  
 
• In Section A you will explore the themes of ‘Heroes and Villains’ using 
extracts from two different texts: Othello and Frankenstein.  
 
• In Section B you will analyse and evaluate a live theatre production you 
have seen. 
 

 
 

Written Exam 
2  hours 15 minutes 

 

 
 

External Examination 
May / June 
60 marks 

20% 

 


