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EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION (EPQ) 

(AQA: 9990)                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of previously completed 

Projects: 

Are the Media to blame for negative body 
image? 
 
How has Christian Religious fundamentalism 

become so successful? 

What are the effects of global warming on 
water scarcity? 
 
Autism – why do more males than females 
have autism? 
 
How did the British achieve victory against 
massive odds at the Battle of Rorke’s Drift in 
1879? 
 
Should the death penalty be brought back in 
the UK? 
 
How far is the commercial value of art 
determined by quality in the contemporary 
art world? 
 
What is Einstein’s Special Relativity and how 
has it Influenced Physics since? 
 
To what extent will mobile technology 
transform advertising? 
 

What is the EPQ all about? 

This qualification gives you the opportunity to research 
anything that is of interest to you. It is an independent 
learning task, which means that the emphasis is on you 
to complete it. This will allow you to develop skills that 
are essential for both university and the workplace. 
 
You will not be left on your own. Every student will have 
a personal supervisor who will guide you through the 
process and offer any advice that will help you to 
successfully complete your EPQ. 

What are the Learning Outcomes of the 
Extended Project Qualification? 
Project Qualification? 
The student will: 
 

 identify, design, plan and complete an individual    
project, applying a range of organisational skills and 
strategies to meet agreed objectives 

 obtain, critically select and use select information 
from a range of sources; analyse data, apply it 
relevantly and demonstrate understanding of any 
appropriate linkages, connections and complexities 
of the topic 

 select and use a range of skills, including new 
technologies where appropriate, solve problems, 
take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, to 
achieve planned outcomes  

 evaluate outcomes both in relation to agreed 
objectives and own learning and performance select 
and use a range of communication skills and media 
to present evidenced outcomes and conclusions in 
appropriate format 

 

 The Extended Project 
Qualification offers opportunities 
for students to: 
 make a significant contribution to the choice 

and design of an extended project and take 
responsibility either for an individual task or 
for a defined task within a group project 

 develop and improve their own learning and 
performance as critical, reflective and 
independent learners 

 develop and apply decision-making and, 
where appropriate, problem-solving skills 

 extend their planning, research, critical 
thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 
presentation skills 

 where appropriate, develop confidence in 
applying new technologies in their studies 

 develop and apply skills creatively, 
demonstrating initiative and enterprise 

 use their learning experiences to support their 
aspirations for higher education and/or  
career development 

 transfer skills developed as part of their 
extended project to other areas of study 

Taught Element of the Extended 
Project Qualification 
 

You will be taught the relevant skills needed 
to be able to complete the EPQ. These 
include research skills, time management, 
ICT and presentation skills. 
 

In addition to these you will also be taught 
other skills that you may require to be able 
to complete your project. 



 

MODULE CONTENT 
 

 
Students develop an initial idea for a project they may wish to carry out and discuss their ideas with their supervisor. Students initially carry out some research 
to enable them to develop their ideas sufficiently to make a formal project proposal that includes their project aims, initial plans and likely format in which to 
present their project. They complete a Project Proposal Form. 
 
The supervisor evaluates the Project Proposal against the aims of the Extended Project. If the proposed project meets the aims of the Extended Project 
Qualification, s/he should endorse the Proposal. 
 
The Centre Coordinator comments on the project proposal and 
• approves the project without recommendations, or 
• makes required recommendations, or 
• requests a resubmission of the Project Proposal Form. 
 
This form is then included in a Production Log and Assessment Record. 
 
On completion, the students must give a presentation which should be to a non-specialist audience using media appropriate to the type of project. This could 
take a number of forms including slides for a large audience, contributing to a poster session or exhibition, or a witnessed one-to-one ‘viva’ presentation to the 
supervisor. The presentation must include a live question and answer session overseen by the supervisor. 
 
Students complete the Production Log as they carry out their projects. It records the following key information: 
• planning review meeting between the student and the supervisor following project approval 
• mid-project review with the supervisor 
• end-of-project review with the supervisor 
• summary and evaluation of the project 
• a record of the presentation 
• reflection on the complete project process 
 
The completed Production Log, the Project product, including a written element and any other evidence, and the presentation, are assessed together by the 
supervisor at the end of the process. 
 

ASSESSMENT 

 A01 A02 A03 A04 

Internally marked against 4 criteria (A01-A04) 
Internally moderated  
Externally moderated (sample) 
Equivalent to 0.5 A Level, graded A*-E 
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COURSE STRUCTURE 


