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What is this subject all about? 

Not what you might expect.  Yes, we continue to study the writing skills you 
have developed at GCSE, but otherwise the course is nothing like what you’re 
used to.  We look at how to dissect any text using a range of “linguistic 
methods”; we look at how English is used in different social contexts; we look 
at how English has changed since 1700; and we look at how children learn to 
talk. 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

By the end of the course you’ll be an analysing machine – able to pick up any 
text and work out what is going on, and why.  You’ll also have a greater 
awareness of writing and speech styles, knowing what works best in different 
situations. 

We aim for variety in our lessons.  Ultimately we’re trying to equip you with the 
skills to be effective linguists, and we do whatever it takes to make this happen.  
This might involve individual, pair or group work.  It might mean watching 
audio-visual clips. It might even involve some role play or drama.  What’s 
certain is that discussion will be central to your lessons. 

You need to be independent and motivated. You choose your own coursework 
and this makes up a huge amount of the course.  Successful students are the 
ones who get their work done on-time, and to a high standard. 

What do the students say?  

“The university-style project is the best aspect of the course.  I feel like I’ll have 
an advantage over other degree students doing dissertations for the first time.” 
 
“I didn’t realise how much goes on when we speak and write.  Considering I 
speak English, it was amazing how little I knew about it!” 

What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 
 

What do I need to be able to study this A level? 

Anything where communication plays a big role – whether written or 
spoken.  Having a deep understanding of how English works makes you 
much more aware of how to use language effectively – a skill that is 
valuable in most jobs. 

Minimum grade 5 in both English Literature and English Language at 

GCSE and a proven track record of being reliable and independent in your 

studies. 

Who’s the most powerful participant in this conversation?  And the 

least? How would you know? 
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A Level  

CONTENT 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 

 
Paper 1: Language, the individual and society 

 Textual variations and representations 

 Children’s language development (0-11 years). 
 
 

 
Written examination 
2 hours 30 minutes 

100 marks 
40% 

 
Paper 2: Language Diversity and change 

 Language diversity and change 

 Language discourses 

 Writing skills 
 

 
Written examination 
2 hours 30 minutes 

100 marks 
40% 

 
Language in action  

 Language investigation 

 Original writing 
 

 

Non-examined assessment. 

3500-word portfolio 

100 marks 

20% 

 

 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 


