
 

      TRANSITION WORK 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 HoD: Annabel Gibbs                                                               Email: agibbs@guildfordcounty.co.uk  

 
Now is your chance to be inspired and become passionate and knowledgeable about 
your chosen subject. The tasks below will give you a good understanding of two of your 
set texts and their contexts, as well as providing you with an overview of some key 
literary periods. 
   
In addition to completing the online quizzes in Task 3, we will also expect to see 
the notes you have made in your Eng Lit folders (more details on your folder will be 
provided at the start of term).  
 
Task 1 
 
Read 1984 by George Orwell. You can also watch lectures by Dr David Dwan on the 
English and Media emagazine (login details in Task 4 below) 
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/e-mag-clips/george-orwell-nineteen-
eighty-four 
 
Read The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (one of your set texts). 
Consider the parallels between both these novels and the ways in which Atwood may 
have been influenced by Orwell’s work. Make brief notes.  
 
Task 2 
 
Read The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald (one of your set texts). Consider the 
social, cultural and historical context which Fitzgerald presents in his work. Make brief 
notes. 
 
Task 3 
 
Log on to Massolit (you will need to use your school email address). 
https://www.massolit.io/.  Watch the following lectures by Professor John McRae. 
Answer the module quiz questions at the end of each lecture. 

 6. The English Renaissance: Sir Thomas Wyatt and Edmund Spenser 
https://www.massolit.io/courses/love-through-the-ages/the-english-renaissance-
sir-thomas-wyatt-and-edmund-spenser 

 14. The Restoration and the 18th Century: The Earl of Rochester, Aphra Behn, 
and Robert Burns https://www.massolit.io/courses/love-through-the-ages/the-
restoration-and-the-18th-century-the-earl-of-rochester-aphra-behn-and-robert-
burns 

 15. The Romantic Period https://www.massolit.io/courses/love-through-the-
ages/the-romantic-period 

 19. Modernism https://www.massolit.io/courses/love-through-the-ages/the-
romantic-period 
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Task 4 
 

Explore the English and Media Centre emagazine, a magazine and website for 

A Level students with articles written by academics, critics, writers, teachers and 

students on texts and topics set for A Level, and on Literature more generally.  

www.englishandmedia.co.uk  click on the emagazine tab on the home page and enter 

login details (case sensitive): 

 Username: GuildfordCounty            Password: English  

 Spend some time browsing the site, dipping into articles and/or video clips, then 
choosing one that interests you.   

 Read the article and pick out three points. These could be ideas you find 
interesting, that you want to question (perhaps because you disagree, perhaps 
because you want to find out more), or a point you don’t understand.  

 Take one of the points and add your own ideas to it or write a new point of your 
own. 

 
                                                                  
Developing your independent learning skills is essential when studying A Levels. 

Remember that we will expect to see the notes you make in the Independent 

Learning section of your English Literature folder, which you will add to over the 

two years of your course. This is just the start! 
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