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As we move further into 2020, one 
often begins to reflect on the       
success or failure of resolutions 
made at the beginning of the year.  
For me though, as a relatively new 
member of staff, over the past few 
weeks, I have often found myself 
reflecting on the culture and ethos of 
the school, which I feel so lucky to 
be part of.  I realise too, that in my 
short time here, I have been made to 
feel so welcome, by both staff and 
students alike. Indeed, it would be 
easy to quickly take for granted what 
a special place Guildford County 

School is. 

It is a strange thing to move from 
one school to another.  I had       
become so accustomed to certain 
ways of thinking and doing things, 
certain styles of teaching, certain 
classroom routines and even      
working with certain students.  In my 
first few weeks at Guildford County 
School, I saw things with ‘fresh eyes’ 
and was immediately impressed by 
the sense of purpose and love of 
learning that both students and staff 
embodied as they went about their 
daily lives -  and seemingly without 

effort or thought.  

What makes up the culture of a 
school?  Is it the values of the staff?  
The values of the students?  The 
behaviour policy?  The style of the 
lessons?  The relationships between 

the students and the staff?  

Perhaps one thing I can identify is 
the way that both students and staff 
embody the school values ‘Give, 
Create and Succeed’  For example, 
only this week, we were lucky 

These are boundless, with clubs 
ranging from table tennis to chess, 
girls football to a homework club.  
The possibilities are endless.  I could 
not believe it when I observed the 
‘House Public Speaking’ Competition 
for the first time.  This was no mere 
school House Competition - all    
formalities and academic traditions 
were observed.  The students’    
behaviour and respect for one     
another, and those that worked with 
them, was impressive.  Without 
prompting, the audience stood as the 
adjudicator entered the room, 
laughed and applauded                     
appropriately, and of course        
observed serious silences at just the 
right moments.  I could not help but 
feel proud of all those present in the 

hall. 

Guildford County School’s ‘business 
as usual’ is impressive, to say the 
least.  I recall in my first term being 
somewhat surprised by a number of 
small things.  Student etiquette in the 
dining hall was exceptional – the 
students sat in formal rows along 
tables, politely and calmly conversing 
during their lunchtime.  My visits to 
classrooms were eye opening too, 
where students and teachers have a 
genuine care and respect for one 

another.  

So what does makes up the culture 
of Guildford County School?  Is it the 
students?  The staff?  The lessons?  

The opportunities?  The Values?   

One thing is for sure, we must all do 

everything we can to keep it.  
Olivia Wernick 

Director of  Special Educational Needs          
& Disabilities 

enough to receive an email from a 
member of the school community 
who wrote to tell us that our students 
had been seen with a litter picker 
and bin bag, busily clearing the 
pavements of rubbish on their way to 

school.   

Is it the creativity of the school?  One 
can hardly deny that a school with a 
music specialism is bound to      
embody creativity.  Creativity is   
everywhere you look at Guildford 
County.  I was completely       
astounded, on arrival,  to discover 
that the Sixth Formers run the House 
Competitions - from House Music to 
House Drama and more. The      
students are rigorous and rehearse 
for weeks and weeks in the lead up 
to these events; cajoling, supporting 
and encouraging one another to the 
end.  When the day of the          
performances finally arrives,       
everyone wants to be part of it.  It is 
not in every school that you would 
find so many students willing to sing 
and perform to one another without 
fear of judgement, where the staff 
choir performs alongside the senior 
students, or where one hears      
students singing in the corridors.  I 
cannot keep track of the number of 
choirs and musical ensembles - but  
whenever I hear them, I am 
awestruck by the quality of the    
performance, the professionalism of 
the performers and the modesty with 
which the students go about their 

work.  

Is it the number of opportunities 
given to the students to succeed that 
makes Guildford County so special?  

House Drama - November 2019 
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‘Parasite’   

- a film by Korean director Bong Joon-Ho -  

made history at the Oscars this month! 
Best International Film 

Best Director 

Best Picture 

 
The fun of coming to GCS Foreign Film Society is two-fold. 
If the film is in a language you know – even if only a few phrases – there 
is the recognition factor; who doesn’t feel chuffed when the subtitles  
confirm they got it right?! (Well, the gist, anyway…) 

But even if it is a language where you couldn’t begin to guess the       
dialogue without subtitles (and here I have to confess my skills in Farsi 
and Japanese, two of the most recent films, are non-existent!) the       
enjoyment comes from the fresh perspective that a foreign film can bring 
to your view of the world. In fact, with a language you don’t understand, 
you are freer to concentrate on the storyline! 

Assumptions and interactions between the characters, family dynamics, 
moral conundrums – all these take on a fresh angle in a different setting, 
where their preconceptions may be different from our own. 

The most recent film – Shoplifters, Japanese – really drew you in from 
the start, with a complex set of family relationships and interactions. Lots 
of moral ambiguity – life is rarely black and white – kept you engaged and 
thinking about the situations that the characters faced. As the storyline 
moved towards a seemingly inevitable conclusion, this was suddenly 
taken to a whole new level; a web of revelations meant you had to      
completely re-evaluate everything you had gradually built up. This kept 
you totally absorbed! 

So give FFS a try: enjoy the unfolding drama – and maybe even reassess 
your assumptions and values about the situations you face yourself! 
Susan Neil-Smith, Languages ‘Shoplifters’ - A Review 

Parasite’s win in the biggest category of the night - Best Picture - 
over frontrunner 1917, made it the first foreign language film ever to 

win this coveted  award, across 92 years of Oscar history! 

So, move outside your comfort zone and meet Maria! 

Our next GCS Foreign Film Society showing is 

‘Maria Full of Grace’  

Join us for this compelling human drama. 

Extremely honest and unexaggerated. 

Quotes from Parasite’s night at the Oscars: 

‘Once you overcome the one-inch tall barrier of subtitles, you 
will be introduced to so many more amazing films’ 

‘The wall we’ve built, in which non-English language movies 
were limited, not only at the Box Office, but also in people’s 

minds, is being cracked’ 

Parasite opened at Cannes to an eight-minute standing ovation. 
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The GCSE Drama Trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon was an incredible experience, one which 
we were so grateful to participate in. We had the opportunity to explore the historic town of 
Stratford, watch the spectacular performance of David Walliam's 'The Boy in a Dress', 
participate in a practical workshop run by the professionals at the Royal Shakespeare 
Company and go on a backstage tour of the theatre the costumes and the props wardrobe. 
We have found that the trip has really helped develop our drama skills and has aided us in 

being able to answer written exam questions. It was a brilliant two days. 
Toby Llewellyn and Tilly Anderson - Y10 

The Beauty of Studying Drama 
The beauty of teaching Drama and Theatre does not just fall within the classroom; it 
transcends into the rich co-curricular opportunities that we are able to provide within the 

department and the school as a whole. 

We are so privileged to be able to extend the curriculum outside of the Drama Studio and 
offer so many of these wider experiences - not just for additional performance             
opportunities, but also to enjoy seeing live theatre, witness the workings of a professional 
theatre, participate in external workshops and learn from professionals working within 
creative industries. These opportunities are vital in ensuring that the education we      

provide our students with is broad, balanced and enriching.  

Just in the past year, the Drama Department has: 

 run ten trips to see live theatre 

 given our students five opportunities to participate in drama performances 

(outside the curriculum timetable) 

 provided our A Level students with a chance to take part in a professional work-

shop run by the theatre company 'Frantic Assembly 

 run a residential GCSE Drama trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon.  

It is an absolute pleasure to be involved in such amazing opportunities and it is a true 

credit to the school that we are able to provide these experiences to our students. 
Laura Wilson, Head of Drama 

 

On the 28th January 2020, we went to see a 
production of Jane Eyre by Blackeyed Theatre 
at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre. One of the most 
captivating parts of this play was the set – the 
mystery of it, and how it was used to create 
multiple different locations. One image was the 
striking looking frame of a burned down house, 
representing Thornfield Hall. Overall, it was an 
incredible production and a brilliant trip. 

Nya Woodruff - Yr12 Drama and Theatre Studies 

Yr10 and Yr11 GCSE Drama students recently went on a trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon. The trip was so much 
fun, and I got to experience so many amazing things. On the first day, we watched the incredible ‘Boy in the 
Dress’ performed at the RSC Theatre - it was beautifully created. From set, to music, to acting, the show was a 
joy to watch. I laughed, smiled and cried, fully captivated by the play in front of me. Day 2 was fun; we took 
part in a lively workshop, where we learned a few acting techniques - from simple freeze frames to interpreting 
scripts. It was such a great experience. Afterwards, we had the privilege of a tour around the RSC Theatre 
itself – from its history, to the inner workings and design. My favourite part was being allowed to walk through 
racks of different costumes, designed for different time periods. They were so intricate and beautifully made - a 

wonder to behold.  
Madi Black Yr11 

GCSE @ RSC Stratford 



 

On Friday 24th January, six of our school’s 
wonderful string players performed in an 

intimate concert to the Guildford Music 
Society at the United Reformed Church.   

Ada Kirczenow, Evie Tear, Jim Goss, 
Jamie van Eykenhof, Nerys Hall and Ruby 

Garfield all played phenomenally. 

Their repertoire involved a huge mix, 
involving arrangements of pop and rock 
songs by Queen, Leonard Cohen, Lady 
Gaga, as well as other more traditional 

pieces by Handel and Scott Joplin.  

We were also treated to four stunning 
solos from Jim, Ada, Evie and Jamie with 

pieces by Bach, Chopin, Rachmaninov and 
Saint-Saëns. The ensemble has really     

developed over the years, a true testament 
to their excellent performing abilities and 

their enthusiasm to grow and thrive. 

I’m so grateful for all of their hard work in 
preparing for this concert and all their time 
and effort in helping the ensemble flourish.  

Inspiring Strings 

As is our norm, within a few weeks of learning an 
instrument, students are invited to join one of our 
ensembles. 

On February 4th, in our annual showcase, we then 
celebrated their musical achievements to a packed 
hall of invited guests, parents and friends. We 
heard performances from our youngest players in 
iBrass; intermediate players in InterBrass, as well 
as from our Senior Brass Ensemble, Lower Brass 
Ensemble(boasting five tubas!)Trombone Choir; 
Trombone Trio and Trumpet Trio.  

Emily Trappen Yr13 writes: ‘When I started at 
County, Senior Brass Ensemble seemed way 
beyond my reach. However, with endless       
encouragement from the Music Department, now, 
at the end of my time here at County, I could not 
be prouder of the level of skill I have achieved with 
Tuba. I feel extremely lucky to have had that 
learning experience’ 

The evening finished with all forty six players 
performing a rousing rendition of ‘Wallace and 
Gromit’ Congratulations to all involved and a 
special thank you to Mr Davies, Mr Hodgson, Mr 
Doherty and Mr Gale for bringing this evening to 
fruition. 
Caroline Gale 

Director Of Music & Head of Creative Arts.  

In 

the  
Autumn 
term, as  

part of our  

commitment to 
providing  

students with the  

opportunity to learn 

 Instruments, we  

launched our annual Brass 
Programme (now in its 
twelfth year) to our Yr7 
students.  

 

Brass 
Music ... 

A  

Celebration 

We  

offer  

lessons  

on Trumpet, 
French Horn, 
Trombone 
and Tuba.  

Well done  

Lower  

Strings! 
 

Alice  

Heywood 

Music 
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‘Ladies and Gentlemen, 

May I have your attention perlease!’ Tobias 

 

Come and support the creativity of our GCS students in this whole school production. 

Tickets are selling faster than Mrs Lovett’s pies, so make sure you get yours. 

Availability for Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th. 
 

Apply via Parent Mail or deposit a cheque with your order into the Green Box in the Main Entrance Hall 
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House Captains Review 

It's been another successful Half Term for 
Windsor, with all years embracing new       
challenges with exams, rehearsals and new 
House Competitions. We're really glad to see 
Yr7 settled into school life, and especially 
excited following our bronze place in House 
Quiz, pushing us forward for the House Cup 
challenge next Half Term. We'd like to wish 
the best of luck to all involved in the upcoming 
Sweeney Todd production and to the Yr 11s 
driving hard towards their GCSEs. Keep  
working consistently and let's make next Half 

Term count!    Ollie & Bethan 

This Half Term has been a quiet one, and 
very much needed after all the House events 
before Christmas. So we are charging our 
batteries, looking forward to the Half Term 
break and all the House events following, 
such as House Winter Sports in which we 
hope to be successful. Our previous form 
should give us confidence and courage to 
take on the challenge. We look forward to 
seeing all Yorkies taking part and making 

sure we do well! 

 Stella & Harry 

This Half Term has been somewhat quiet for 

Tudor House. With a rather unsuccessful run 

in House Quiz, the trophy halls are starting to 

collect a bit of dust  … but not for long! Very 

soon Tudor will be ready and re-assembled to 

compete in Winter House Sports next Half 

Term. Meanwhile, coins have been           

accumulating in the bottom of my wallet, 

ready to give Tudor a jumpstart into the    

Copper Challenge for Charity Week! I couldn’t 

be more ready for the events coming up for 

us in the new Half Term. 

 
Emily & Alex 

Hanover House kicked off 2020 brilliantly by 
winning House Quiz - however we don't plan on 
stopping there! House Winter Sports is coming 
up - let's do our best to try and get 1st place for a 

House event for a second time this year. 

Not only that, but with Charity Week just around 
the corner, there are plenty of opportunities for us 
all to have a great time and raise some money. 
We hope to see as many of you as involved as 

possible! 

Finally, Madiha and I are very impressed with the 
amount of effort you've all put in. Let's do it all 

again and have some more fun along the way! 

Have a great half-term, 
Jamie & Madiha 

This Half Term has been an exciting one for 
Lancaster, as we reached the final of House 
Quiz. Unfortunately we lost out to a very 
good opponent, Hanover team. Thank you 
to everyone who took part and made our 
team as strong as it was. We still have a lot 
to look forward to next Half Term, especially 
with Charity Week being right around the 
corner. Until then we hope you all have a 
relaxing week off, ready for some serious 

fundraising. 

Billy & Hora 

 

This Half Term has been a fun one for Stuart House. We 

took part in House Quiz, in which we were unlucky not to 

progress through the groups, but we trust that everyone 

involved enjoyed themselves. Just before Christmas we 

also had House Public Speaking where we enjoyed 

some success, with Alex Nurton wining Best Chair in the 

junior competition and Sybil Gimblett winning Best 

Speaker in the intermediate class. Next Half Term   

contains one of the best House events of the year -  

House Winter Sports. We are looking forward to seeing 

everyone in Stuart take part and give it their best shot 

(literally) Hopefully we will be successful. Next Half Term 

is also and unfortunately our last as Stuart House   

Captains We have thoroughly enjoyed the role of    

captaining this great House, so we hope to leave on a 

high note.                                                          Tom & Elodie 

Images featured below are the House Art entries from Summer 2019 
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Eco - Sustain 2020 - Climate 

Esther, Dom and I walked out of the Sustain 2020 event buzzing with inspiration and 
new ideas. We got more out of the evening then I think we initially expected to: we 
were there to speak on behalf of the Youth Strike for Guildford group, part of a 
presentation including bug hotels, crisps recycling bins, moss-growing initiatives, 
educational talks and debates. This was an event which provided actual opportunities 
for change to a room of people seeking exactly that. It was an incredibly  
educational and inspirational evening. Speaking of change… I need to switch  
bank accounts. Now which petition do I sign to change the school’s default  
search engine to Ecosia? Emily Yr13 

The Guardians of Change and Sustainability took part in Sustain 
2020 in order to present the projects that we have been working on 
the past few months. We were the last to present after the debate 
team and the wonderful guest speakers, both of whom outlined 

the world’s major crises along with some heavy portents of doom. 
The audience, now alarmed by information showing the Earth’s 

collapse, listened to our cheerfully colored presentations about bug 
hotels, butterflies, moss walls and crisp packet park benches.  

I felt that the response to the event was very positive and I credit 
the guest speakers, who were so kind to volunteer their time to 

answer questions and provide context. One large take away from 
their talks was that the life we lead on this Earth is rapidly        
becoming unsustainable. Our work as the Guardians of               

Sustainability is therefore so important. Our goal is to move 
our school towards environmental stability. At the moment, we are 
a very small force and would welcome any student who is free to 

come after school on Wednesdays (A28).   
It’s very hard, in the face of so much destruction and disaster, to 

rally and try to effect change. For the defeatists, it is an impossible 
task. We are, after all, only students, but we live in an age where 
students can make a difference, even if it’s as small as using the 

crisp packet bin instead of the regular bin. It’s important to respect 
this Earth that we live on and to respect those who are trying to fix 
it, because they, at least, are trying. I believe that if we all take a 

chisel to this crisis, we might stand a chance of breaking through. If 
we care enough, and grow to be conscious adults, we can effect 

change on a larger scale. We have to make a choice. Will you stick 
your head in the sand ...or will you keep your eyes open?  

I’d like to thank the lovely people in The Guardians who make my 
Wednesday evenings so much brighter and the parents and    
students who came to support the participants. I felt that the    

evening was really educational and thought provoking and I hope 
that we will see you, at very least,  

for the annual revival of Sustain 2020.  
Jeanette Yr12 

The sustainability evening 
was presented by many 

hard-working people 
including guest speakers, 

students and teachers. 
Our group, specifically, 

spoke about crisp packets 
and the correct way to 

recycle them. We set up 
our own boards,              

displaying interesting 
information and statistics 

about our project to let 
people read it for them-

selves. The evening 
turned out very helpful for 
our sustainability club too, 

as we managed to get 
some willing members of 
our community to donate 

bins, much needed to start 
our school crisp packet 
project - we will collect 

and recycle them properly, 
or use them to make 

some useful things. If 
everything goes well, we 

are hoping to become 
Guildford's Terracycle 

Collection Point to make it 
easier for the whole  

community to recycle their 
crisp packets properly 

  Michaela & Eliza Yr9 

Sustain 2020 was an evening of success, where many of us came together to discuss important 
issues surrounding the climate and environment. We were fortunate to be joined by Ben 
McCallan, Maddie Redpath and Jessie West whose time was valued a great deal. 
We debated both climate and ecological issues – overconsumption of resources,  
destruction of ecosystems and what governments, businesses and individuals  
are doing to make a difference. It was also an opportunity to highlight  
solutions and alternatives to aid the transition to becoming more  
Sustainable: repairing items rather than buying new, as well as 
reducing waste; using search engines such as Ecosia to  
combat deforestation; and buying into businesses 
with the environment in mind. I do believe it is the                    
responsibility of governments and businesses to 
change, but we as individuals need to act by 
supporting those that are getting it right. 
 
‘Cost of action is dwarfed by  
cost of inaction’ 
BBC Climate Change:  
The Facts 
James  
Yr12  

 

Enter the Debate 

GCS Bug Hotel 
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The beginning of 2020 has seen huge 
amounts of success for GCS Sports - 
particularly coming from the Lower 
School.  

After comfortably beating all                  
opposition in the Guildford Areas 
League, the Boys Under 14 Basketball 
Team got through to the County                      
Finals, held at Surrey Sports Park on 
24h January. After a loss to an                                    
incredibly strong St Andrews school in 
the first group game, the team went on 
to beat both Lingfield and Woking High 
to qualify for the Semi-Finals. The next 
round then saw them beat                           
Rodborough school 24-14, putting 
them through to the County Final, 
again, coming up against St Andrews. 
Due to incredible performances from 
the likes of Jack Vale, Tom Robinson 
and Stefan Mashanovich, we ran  
them extremely close, but                                 
unfortunately lost after the opposition 
pulled away in the last minute of the 
game. Huge congratulations to      
everyone involved. Roll on next year 
when we will have a new sports hall in 
which these students can continue to 
improve their basketball.  
Further success came the following 
week when both the Boys and Girls 
Yr7 Athletics Teams took part in the 
County Indoor Athletics Finals, after 
qualifying through from the area                   
competition.  This competition involved 
students competing in indoor forms of 
long jump, high jump, sprints and 
throwing events. All involved did       
fantastically well, with standout                         
performances from Jess Howells, Mia 
and Ava Fennema-Hall, Oscar Flood, 
Eric Armitage and Zack Howson - they 
all contributed to 2nd place position for 
the boys and 4th for the girls -                              
incredible positions in a County                       
competition!  

Congratulations to all involved. 
Dave Ayres, Head of PE 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Fri 14th Feb  Ski Trip departs 

Fri 14th Feb  Half Term begins 

Mon 24th Feb  School Returns 

Wed-Fri 26-28th Feb ‘Sweeney Todd’ Whole School Production 

Mon-Fri 2-6th Mar  Charity Week 

Thu  5th Mar  Foreign Film Society ‘Maria Full of Grace’ 

Fri 27th Mar  Friends of GCS ‘Quiz Night’ 
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