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What is this subject all about? 
Geography is everywhere and the subject that enables you to see the bigger picture.  
By completing the A Level Geography course you will develop an understanding of 
the complex inter-relationships between people and their environments in many 
different parts of the world.  You will learn about the opportunities, challenges and 
constraints that face people in different places and environments, and how these can 
be managed to work towards a sustainable future.  Studying Geography is a great 
way to keep your options open for the future as it complements both arts and science 
subjects and is seen by universities as a robust academic choice (one of the Russell 
Group of universities’ facilitating subjects).   

 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

You will learn in a variety of ways in Geography, through individual and group work.  
You will develop skills to help you with decision-making, discussion and problem 
solving, analysing and interpreting data and then making conclusions.  You will also 
learn a range of investigative, graphical, cartographic, ICT and statistical techniques.  
 
Fieldwork is a vital part of Geography, and you will go on a residential field trip to 
Slapton Ley Field Studies Centre in in order to help prepare you for your coursework 
(Geographical Investigation – 20% of A Level).  The cost of this trip will be in the 
region of £350 – £400 and more details will be given out in Autumn 2020 (trip will be 
Feb/March 2021). 

What do the students say?  

“A really enjoyable further two years of Geography.  Perhaps the most satisfying 
part is how all our knowledge really comes together to show quite how interlinked 
various aspects of our study of Geography really are.” 

“One of our favourite class phrases was “Geography is everywhere” and I think 
that this sums up what Geography A Level teaches you.  Geography helps you 
to understand and consider the world we live in, wherever you are.  What you 
learn in the classroom truly links with important issues about society and our world 
today.” 

 

What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 
 

What do I need to be able to study this A level?  

If you have studied Geography GCSE, you need to have achieved a Grade 
5 or above as a minimum. If you have not studied Geography GCSE, then 
you must have achieved 5 GCSEs grade 9-5 or equivalent, including a 
minimum of a Grade 5 in English. You will also need an enquiring mind and 
an interest in the world around you! 

 

Geographers are highly employable because of the wide variety of skills that 
they possess.  Geography graduates go on to have careers in management 
and administration, finance, retail, other professional occupations including in 
the media, or they go on to gain further qualifications including those that lead 
to teaching.   

Students measuring the gradient of 
the River Harbourne in South 
Devon whilst on the residential 

fieldtrip. 

Looking at the impacts of severe 
weather and linking this to how 
climate change will affect the coast 

of the UK and coastal management. 



 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

 
A Level  

CONTENT 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 

 
Unit 1 - Physical Geography 
 
You will study Water and Carbon Cycles; Coastal Systems and Landscapes and Hazards. 

 
Written examination 
2 hours 30 minutes 

40% 

Multiple choice, short answer, levels of response and 
extended prose 

 
Unit 2 - Human Geography 
 
You will study Global Systems and Global Governance; Changing Places and Population and the 
Environment. 

 

 
Written examination 
2 hours 30 minutes 

40% 
Multiple choice, short answer, levels of response,  

extended prose 
 

 
Unit 3 - Geographical Investigation 
 
You will complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field.  It will be 
based on a question or issue relating to any part of the specification content. 
 

 
3,000 to 4,000 word written investigation 

20% 

 

  

 


