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Section 1: UK & US Politics 
 

Task 1: Research and define the following key terms  

Task 2: Research the 2019 General Election results (UK)  

Task 3: Read through the attached article and answer the questions. (US)  

Task 4: Constitution research (UK and US)  

 

Section 2: Political Ideologies 
 

Task 1: Research and define key words  

Task 2: What are Political Ideologies? - Reading  

Task 3: What ideology might you be? - Questionnaire  

Task 4: So, what does that ideology value? - Reflection  

 
 

Politics is going to be a new subject for you. Some of you may have a bit of an understanding 

but we will teach this whole course knowing there will be almost zero knowledge. 

However, you have now picked to do Politics and we could not be happier. It is awesome! 

So, your first job is to go through all the transition work and get a good background 

understanding to help your progress through the course. 

You will also want to be getting used to keeping up to date with current political events. Watch 

the news, read the papers, use the BBC or the Guardian or other reputable news sources and 

get stuck into the world of politics (even if you do not understand it all yet). 

If you have any questions, then just get in touch with either of us. Good luck! 

 

Mr Comben & Mr Strong 
pcomben@guildfordcounty.co.uk     sstrong@guildfordcounty.co.uk 

mailto:pcomben@guildfordcounty.co.uk
mailto:sstrong@guildfordcounty.co.uk


 
How do I take good notes? 
 
The biggest mistake A-Level students make is that they write far too much in their notes. 
If you are taking notes from a textbook you should not be re-writing everything. You will have a 
copy of the textbook when you revise. So why write it out again? 
Notes should fulfil the following criteria: 

▪ Summarises information down to the most important points 
▪ Identifies and highlights the most important facts, dates, people, statistics & words 
▪ Shows your thinking with explanations, analysis of specific facts and evaluation of ideas 

and interpretations. 
 
Note taking methods 
Force yourself to try a new method out. These are all system that are proven to be much more 
effective than just a page of ‘notes’. 
A few examples are included below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alternative Cornell structure 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Annotated PowerPoints 

 

In Politics lessons we will print out 

the PowerPoint each lesson.  

This means we can focus on the 

analysis and discussions instead of 

copying info down. 



 

Section 1: UK & US Politics 
 
Task 1: Research and define the following key terms 

• Legislature 

• Executive 

• Judiciary 

• Constitution 

• Devolution 

• Participation 

• Electorate 

• Turnout 

• First past the post 

• Parliamentary sovereignty  
 
Task 2: Research the 2019 General Election results (UK) 

 
The December 2019 General Election  
Things you need to know for the test in the First Lesson: 

Background: The 2019 General Election result 

Winning party?  

Prime minister appointed?  

Size of majority (number 
of seats more than all the 
other parties combined) 

 

Incumbent Prime Minister 
at the dissolution of 
Parliament 6th November 
2019: 

 

Party:  

Size of majority:  

The Parties in the 2019 
General Election 

 

Labour   

Leader:  

Number of seats at the 
dissolution of Parliament 
on 6th November 2019: 

 

Liberal Democrats  

Leaders:  

Number of seats at the 
dissolution of Parliament 
on 6th November 2019: 

 

Number of seats at the 
dissolution of Parliament 
on 6th November 2019: 

 

Minor and nationalist 
parties 

 

SNP:  

Plaid Cymru:  

UKIP:  

Green:  

DUP:  

Sinn Fein  

Election  

Number of votes cast:  

Percentage:  



Conservative  

Seats:  

Change since 2017:  

Percentage of votes:  

Votes per seat:  

Labour  

Seats:  

Change since 2017:  

Percentage of votes:  

Votes per seat:  

Liberal Democrat  

Seats:  

Change since 2017:  

Percentage of votes:  

Votes per seat:  

UKIP  

Seats:  

Change since 2017:  

Percentage of votes:  

Votes per seat:  

Green  

Seats:  

Change since 2017:  

Percentage of votes:  

Votes per seat:  

SNP  

Seats:  

Change since 2017:  

Percentage of votes:  

Votes per seat:  

Outcome  

Who formed a 
government: 

 

Prime Minister:  

Party:  

Other parties:  

Who won the Guildford 
constituency: 

 

Which party did they 
belong to: 

 

Percentage of votes:  

 

Task 3: Read through the following article and answer the questions. (US) 

 

Trump Has Lost the Plot 

May 12 2020 

A couple of years ago, BuzzFeed asked a 
former White House official to explain the logic 
behind some bizarre Trump action. The official 
responded with one of the master quotes of the 
Trump era. 

President Trump, the official said, is not playing 
“the sort of three-dimensional chess people 
ascribe to decisions like this. More often than 
not he’s just eating the pieces.” 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/tariniparti/trump-allies-dont-see-three-dimensional-chess-in-dinesh


Over Mother’s Day and then through Monday—and who knows, perhaps continuing today—
Trump has fired off hundreds of rounds of weapons-grade lunacy on Twitter. When Trump does 
this kind of thing, many are ready with an explanation: He’s rallying his base; he’s distracting his 
critics; he’s challenging the existence of reality itself. 

But these explanations miss the point. Trump horribly and uniquely bungled the coronavirus 
crisis. The human result is mass death and Great Depression–scale unemployment. The 
political result is that while leaders in Britain and almost everywhere else in the democratic 
world have been boosted by a surge in public support and approval, Trump has not. The 
governors who have clashed with Trump have seen their poll numbers rise; New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo may now be the most popular politician in the country. Governors who support 
Trump, like Florida’s Ron DeSantis and Georgia’s Brian Kemp, have seen their numbers 
tumble. 
 
Trump trails Joe Biden in national polls by at least five points, as he has done all year. Trump is 
even lagging behind in swing-state polls. He is down by three points in Florida, five in North 
Carolina, and seven in Pennsylvania and Michigan. An internal Republican National Committee 
poll of the 16 least-decided states shows Trump behind in virtually all of them—so much so that 
he seems likely to drag the Republican Senate majority down with him, The Washington 
Post reported. 

Trump’s psychology is defined by his terror of rejection. The most stinging insult in his vast 
vocabulary of disdain is loser. And yet every poll, every powerful Biden TV ad, forces Trump to 
contemplate that he is headed toward a historic humiliation. He’ll stand with Jimmy Carter and 
Herbert Hoover, the incumbents rejected because they failed to manage economic crises. 

Trump failed to prevent the crisis. Out of envy and spite, he dismantled the pandemic-warning 
apparatus his predecessors had bequeathed him. 

Trump failed to manage the crisis. At every turn, he gave priority to the short-term management 
of the stock market instead. 

Trump failed to message the crisis. He not only lacks empathy; he despises empathy. 

Angry, scared, and aggrieved by the lack of praise for his efforts, Trump turns for safety to 
television, where his two-dimensional friends explain how everything is everybody else’s fault. 
They tell him that he is right and all his critics are wrong. They promise that miracle drugs will—
poof!—make all his troubles vanish without effort. Sean and Tucker and Laura and Jeanine and 
the Fox & Friends romper room tell him stories that hold the terror at bay. 

But those stories have drawn Trump into a twisting ghetto of craziness that is impenetrable to 
outsiders. 

The “Obamagate” that Trump tweets about—like the comic-book universes on which it seems 
to be modelled—is a tangle of backstories. The main characters do things for reasons that 
make no objective sense, things that can be decoded only by obsessive superfans on long 
Reddit threads. 

Biden’s proliferating internet ads hit two themes over and over: the pandemic and jobs, jobs and 
the pandemic. Those themes are easy to understand. They carry the power of truth. Above all, 
they are about the viewer: You are sick or scared, you have lost your job or your business—all 
because Trump failed to do his job. 

Trump’s messages, by contrast, are all about him. You are sick or scared, you have lost your 
job or your business—but let’s remember who the real victim is. Me. Me and Michael Flynn. But 
mostly me. 
 
 

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/05/09/covid-19-has-given-most-world-leaders-a-temporary-rise-in-popularity
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/01/politics/andrew-cuomo-coronavirus-poll/index.html
https://www.wfla.com/community/health/coronavirus/gov-desantis-approval-rating-drops-as-governors-nationwide-see-boost/
https://www.ajc.com/news/rest-for-kemp-from-critics-launches-reopening-amid-covid/iFRXx4Ws0sAqqIdMJpnKSN/
https://www.270towin.com/2020-polls-biden-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/republicans-grow-nervous-about-losing-the-senate-amid-worries-over-trumps-handling-of-the-pandemic/2020/05/09/65691184-915f-11ea-a9c0-73b93422d691_story.html


The more Trump talks about his crackpot theories, the more he reveals why he plunged the 
country into such a catastrophe. He never cared about anybody else. He ignored unwelcome 
realities, because only fantasy flattered his ego as it required to be flattered. 

You can try to assemble the Trump-Fox victimhood stories into something resembling a 
coherent whole. Tim Miller of The Bulwark has made valiant efforts to do so. You can test those 
stories against reality and expose them as delusional and delusive, as I have tried to do. 

But the most important thing to notice about the Trump-Fox blizzard of mania is how remote it is 
from anything that real-world voters care about. In 2015, Trump apprehended that most 
Republicans were talking about things that Republican voters did not then care about: deficits, 
taxes, productivity, and trade. In 2015, Trump apprehended that nobody was talking about 
things that Republican voters did care about: immigration, drugs, the declining status of less 
educated white men. 

That Trump is gone. Today’s Trump has lost the plot. He’s talking about things most voters 
could not even understand, let alone care about. Yes, Flynn lied to the FBI. But you have to 
see, the FBI’s interview was not properly predicated … 

Meanwhile, the country is on track to lose more people to the coronavirus than the Union lost in 
battle in the Civil War. Meanwhile, 33 million Americans have filed unemployment claims. 

In her White House memoir, former President George W. Bush’s communications director 
Karen Hughes tells a useful anecdote. Walking on the beach, she looked up from to see a small 
plane flying an advertising banner: MARILYN IVE POURED MY ♥ OUT NOTHIN LEFT LUV WES . 
Hughes contemplated the banner and thought, “I could have given him some message advice: 
the banner is clearly some sort of appeal to Marilyn, but the words are about Wes—what he has 
done, how he feels. He should have made the message about her.” 

Trump is all about Trump. That’s always been true. For three years, though, Trump was 
protected from himself by the prosperity he inherited from others. Trump has squandered that 
prosperity, as he previously squandered the fortune bequeathed by his father. The 
consequences are here. The fairy tales Trump tells on Twitter will not conceal those 
consequences from the voters Trump needs. 

They weren’t listening before. Now they are. And what they hear is not: Obama was mean to 
me. What they hear is: I cannot do this job. 

Article questions: 

1. What are the articles main criticisms President Trump?  

2. What impression does the article give of President Trumps handling of the coronavirus 

crisis? 

3. According to the article, why might President Trump struggle in the next presidential 

election? 

 

Task 4: Constitution research (UK and US) 

What is a constitution? 
In politics, the constitution is the set of rules governing how laws are made and executed.  

 
A countries constitution will normally include rules about:  
- the powers of different branches of government (legislature, executive and judiciary)  
- the rights of citizens 
- the relationship between the branches of government 
- the relationship between government and citizens 
 

https://thebulwark.com/this-is-what-reality-looks-like-from-inside-trump-world/
https://thebulwark.com/taking-obamagate-seriously/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/secrets-flynn-lied-conceal/611377/
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/factsheets/fs_americas_wars.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/factsheets/fs_americas_wars.pdf
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/291682/ten-minutes-from-normal-by-karen-hughes/


 
Constitutions act as a basic or fundamental set of laws. 
 
Differences between constitutions 
 
Constitutions come in all different shapes and sizes (different characteristics) and they are all 
beautiful in their own unique way.  
 
The different classifications of constitutions are:  
 

• Codified/ uncodified 
• Entrenched/ flexible 
• Unitary/ federal 
• Monarchical/ republican 
• Parliamentary/ presidential 
• Separate powers/ fused powers 

These characteristics are explained further on. 
 
Use the additional information below and your own research to complete the table below: 
 Codified 

or Uncodified? 
Entrenched 
or Flexible? 

Unitary 
or Federal? 

Monarchy 
or Republic? 

Parliamentary or 
Presidential? 

Separate 
or Fused? 

The US 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Presidential 

 

The UK 
 
 
 
 
  

Uncodified    
 

 

 

Constitution research task – additional information: 
Codified Uncodified 

-Contained in a single, legal document 
-Most countries in the world have one 
-Usually seen as a supreme or 
fundamental law which cannot be easily 
changed 

-Contained in numerous documents, and 
some parts may even be unwritten 
-Seen as organic, evolving over time 
-On top of this, there are many other 
conventions, precedents and customs 
which make up this type of constitution 

Entrenched Flexible 

-Constitution cannot be amended easily 
-Process is different to way normal laws 
are passed 
 

-Constitution is not seen to be special 
-Not given any status above normal 
laws passed by the legislature 
 

Unitary Federal 

-Power is ultimately held by one central body -Power is divided between a central 
(federal) government and regional 
governments (states or provinces) 

Monarchical Republican 

-There is a monarch who is a non-political 
Head of State 

-A country that doesn’t have a monarch, 
certainly not one having any formal role 

Parliamentary Presidential 

-The Executive is usually chosen by 
the Legislature 

-The Executive is usually chosen directly 
by people 



Separate powers Fused powers 

-Where the powers and operation of 
the Executive, Legislature and Judiciary 
are clearly defined, and individuals can 
only serve in one branch 

-Where the Legislature and Executive 
are intermingled, with members of 
the Executive being appointed from within 
the Legislature and members of the 
Judiciary being in both 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section 2: Political Ideologies 
 
Task 1 - Key words 
Look up and define the following key words. (Try to make sure you find a definition that would fit 
with them being used in politics) 

▪ Liberty 
▪ Individualism 
▪ Pragmatic 
▪ Principle 
▪ Doctrines 
▪ Welfare 
▪ Capitalism 

 
Task 2 – What are Political Ideologies? 
Read ‘Ideas and Ideologies – An introduction’. (located below) 

▪ In your own words – What do you think the study of Political Ideologies is? 
▪ Add to your definitions list with any other words you have looked up  

 
Task 3 – What ideology might you be? 
Complete the questionnaire on your political thoughts (you may remember this from the taster 
session).  
We will use it to have a discussion in one of our first lessons. 
 
You may also want to get other people in your house to have a go. But be warned, some 
people may get annoyed if you tell them they are an ideology they did not expect. Could lead to 
an interesting discussion or a massive argument so the risk is yours to take. 
 
Task 4 – So what does that ideology value? 
Now you have completed the questionnaire you can try to summarise what you think certain 
ideologies values are. 
 
Pick two of the five. For each one: 

▪ How would you define their view of people?  
o Are they positive or negative about them? Do they trust them? Are some people 

better than others? 
▪ What do you think they value the most? 

o Equality? The economy and money? Order and security?  
▪ Can you think of any countries now or from history that they sound like? 
▪ What do you think it would be like living in a country with that ideology? 
▪ Summarise that ideology in one sentence. 

 
Bring these to the first lessons and we will discuss and then they will be taken in to be marked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Which Ideology am I questionnaire? 

Please tick the box for the response that best fits how you think. If you genuinely think your 

answer is a mixture of two then feel free to tick 2 answers. 

If you are not sure on certain words, then look them up. Not knowing and doing research is an 

important part of any learning and studying. 

1. Human Nature: This is what we are like naturally as a species. So, do you think that Human Nature 

is… 

A 
That we are innately self-interested and self-reliant, but also reasoned and 
improvable through education. 

 

B 
That we seek security and the familiar. People are not really rational, and everyone 
can be morally corrupt at times. 

 

C 
That we are very social creatures and only truly exist through nurturing a 
cooperative spirit in us. 

 

D 
That we are very intelligent and morally good so that we will seek a fair way to live 
together socially and fairly. 

 

E 
That we are driven by passion and desire to belong based on our nation or race. 
Some people are also better suited to rule and some to serve. 

 

 

2. Equality: What do you think about the idea of equality? 

A 
We are born equal and no one has a ‘natural right’ over an other. However, we 
must be careful not to restrict people’s freedom in achieving equality. 

 

B We are naturally hierarchical and true equality is unachievable.  

C Is a fundamental value and is the only way to keep society working and justly.  

D About everyone being completely autonomous and collective ownership of wealth  

E 
Humankind is about inequality, between leaders and followers and nations and 
races of the world. Though equality exists within a social group. 

 

 

3. Individual Freedom: Do you think the freedom of the individual is… 

A An important part of our lives as it allows us to flourish as people.  

B Important but we all have responsibilities and duties to society.  

C Achieved through working together as a society.  

D An absolute must. We should be completely free in life.  

E Nonsense. We must all work for the nation  

 

4. The State: What role do you think government should have? 

A 
As a natural go-between amongst competing interests and individuals and provides 
some guarantee of social order. 

 

B Necessary to provide order and protect society from chaos, so must be strong.  

C 
Is about the common good and should be for and of the people, not about rule over 
others. 

 

D Unnecessary. It only oppresses the individual.  

E 
The supreme ideal of life and one that serves to support and guide the race or 
nation. 

 



 

5. Democracy: Do you think having democracy and the right to vote is… 

A Crucial as a way to individually give your consent to those in power.  

B 
Important, but we must protect against the will of the many and preserve our 
traditions. 

 

C 
Not necessary as we all show our consent by being the government in our 
contributions to society. 

 

D 
Wrong if you are voting for an MP. We should all vote on every decision that 
matters. 

 

E Unnecessary. We just need strong leaders.  

 

6. Authority: Do you think people with power over others… 

A Comes from the people and must be consented to, rational and limited in power.  

B 
Are a necessity. Those who are naturally wise, experienced or in a strong social 
position should guide society and get respect and loyalty. 

 

C Should be seen suspiciously as it can oppress people and protect an elite.   

D 
Are unnecessary. Authority only leads to oppression and it is impossible to put 
checks in place to control this. 

 

E 
Comes from a manifestation of personal leadership or charisma. Those gifted 
leaders’ authority should be absolute and unquestioned. 

 

 

7. Society: Do you think human society… 

A 
Is just a collection of individuals who want what's best for themselves, so they work 
together to achieve it. 

 

B 
Is a living organism and we are held together by tradition, authority and a shared 
morality. 

 

C Can only exist when it is classless, otherwise it will become unequal.  

D 
Should be unregulated and we will naturally create social harmony because we 
value cooperation. 

 

E About shared values and beliefs, rooted in a common national identity.  

 

8. Gender: What do you think the idea of gender? 

A 
That it is only important privately or on a personal level. In public and political life, it 
is irrelevant. 

 

B 
There are gender divisions and organically this creates a hierarchy and division of 
labour that is natural and inevitable. 

 

C Is politically insignificant and is just a sign of deeper inequalities of life.  

D Completely irrelevant.  

E 
A fundamental division in humankind. Men dominate leadership and women are 
more suited to supportive and subordinate roles. 

 

 

 

 



Results 

Add up your letters. 

If you mostly answered [Insert letter] then you most closely agree with the principles of… 

A = Liberalism 

B = Conservatism 

C = Socialism 

D = Anarchism 

E = Fascism 

If you are a mixture then that is very common so just make a note of it. 

 

 

 


