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What is this subject all about? 

We explore the government and politics of the United Kingdom and the United 
States. We look at the institutions of government – like Parliament, the President 
and the Supreme Court – examining how they operate and working out their 
place in the modern world. We also explore how people engage with politics, 
through political parties, pressure groups, and their behaviour during elections. 
As well as a study of the core political ideologies that underpin the Political 
systems and ideas across the world. 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

By the end of the course you’ll have a deep understanding of how the political 
world works.  You’ll be able to engage with a whole range of political debate, 
supporting your spoken and written arguments with relevant evidence.  
Perhaps most importantly, you’ll gain an understanding of how the world around 
you works, and why. 
 
We aim for variety in our lessons – in both what we teach and how we teach it.  
Theory is one thing (and there is key theory you need to understand), but being 
able to apply this theory to the world is where the fun begins.  To do this we’ll 
look at all manner of material, asking you to apply your new-found knowledge 
to real-life situations.  For this reason, discussion will be central to your lessons. 
 
If you’re serious about doing well in the subject, it helps if you have an interest 
in current affairs.  If you’re not sure who the Prime Minister is, it might be worth 
finding out before you start the course. 

What do the students say?  

“I’m about to go to university to study languages and international relations.  The 
A level course has given me a thorough understanding of how politics works.” 
 
“Phenomenal.  My deepest held beliefs were challenged on a daily basis.” 

What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 
 

What do I need to be able to study this A level? 

An A Level in Politics can open doors to many professions including the civil 
service, media, journalism, teaching, the business world, and of course, 
Politics itself. 
 

Just as important however, is that it enables you to become an active citizen 
and participate fully in the politics process - after all, the world is run 
according to the outcome of political discussion and debate. If you don’t 
understand the world, how can you live in it?  

Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. An 

interest in Politics, the world around you and a willingness to debate your 

point of view. 



  

Unit 
A Level 

CONTENT 
ASSESSMENT 

1 

 
Government and Politics of the UK 
We will study the nature of UK government through an understanding of the UK constitution and the laws that underpin our 
system. We will also explore the structure and role of Parliament, The Prime Minister and their Cabinet as well as the 
Judiciary. Students will also look at the role devolution has played in the UK system. 
 
We will also study the Politics of the UK by understanding the role of democracy and participation. How elections are 
conducted and the different electoral systems that exist. We will also study the UK’s political parties and pressure groups 
and the role they have had in shaping our political system. 
 

Written examination 
2 hours 

Mixture of medium length ‘explain’ 
and essay style questions. 

33.33% 

2 

 
The Government and politics of the USA and Comparative politics 
We will study the Government of the USA with a focus on its constitution and its three branches of government: Congress 
and the legislative, The President and executive branch and the Judiciary and supreme court. We will also study the 
electoral process used in the USA, its political parties and pressure groups as well as the effect that civil rights has had on 
US politics. 
 
This unit also includes a comparative element where we study the structural, rational and cultural similarities and differences 
between the UK and US systems. 
 

Written examination 
2 hours 

Mixture of medium length ‘explain’ 
and essay style questions. 

33.33% 

3 

 
Political Ideas 
We will study three core political ideologies of Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism: Understanding their ideas, 
backgrounds, main proponents and internal debates as well as comparisons between them. 
 
We will then have the option to study a further ideology from Nationalism, Feminism, Multiculturalism, Anarchism and 
Ecologism. 
 

 
Written examination 

2 hours 
Mixture of medium length ‘explain’ 

and essay style questions. 
33.33% 
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