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What is this subject all about?  

 

The programmes of study have been chosen to reflect the expertise of the 
teaching staff and to meet student needs both in terms of interest and in 
preparing them for further study at university level. The aim is to give our 
students a solid foundation of key historical developments prior to and including 
the 20th Century. The main focus is on 15th and 16th century England and 19th 
century America, with a modern USA unit as the coursework. 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop?  

Reading and debating are at the heart of A Level History. You also need to 
develop your writing skills and be able to write an essay in a limited timeframe. 
For the highest grades you must be analytical and be able to consider both 
sides of an argument and come to your own conclusion.  
 
The coursework will also help you develop your research and independent 
work skills. 
 
Most importantly we want you to take part in and enjoy your lessons. 

What do the students say? 

 “I really like the American Civil War; it is very different to what I have 

studied before.” 

“History at A Level gives you the chance to question, explore and discuss. 
The coursework gives you independence and chance to explore a topic in 
detail”. 

“Thanks for organising such a fantastic trip to” the USA, it was honestly one 
of the best experiences of my life so far! 

 

 

 
What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 

 
The skills that you develop through a study of History at A Level can help you 
towards a variety of careers including journalism, law, teaching, public 
relations and marketing, museum curator, film and media research and 
personnel work. 

What do I need to be able to study this A level? 

If you have studied History GCSE, you need to have achieved a Grade 5 as a 
minimum. If you have not studied History GCSE, then you must have achieved 
5 GCSE Grade 9-5 or equivalent, including a minimum of a Grade 5 in English. 
You will also need to have an interest in History and be motivated to read 
around the topics to develop your understanding. 
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COURSE STRUCTURE 

 
A Level  

CONTENT 
ASSESSMENT 

The Tudors: England 1485-1603 
We study key aspects of the Tudor monarchs’ reigns and analyse change over this period in British history. 
How did England change between Henry VII and Elizabeth I? How did Henry VII create a Tudor dynasty? 
How different was Henry VIII from his father? Why did Henry VIII decide to break with Rome? Why did Mary 
earn the nickname ‘Bloody’, and was Elizabeth really a success in dealing with the Spanish Armada? 

Written exam 
2 hours 30 minutes 

Three questions, one source based and two essays. 
40% 

America: A Nation Divided 1845-1877 

Why did the American States fight each other in such a brutal and prolonged war? How did the abolitionist 
movement grow? What attempts were made to save the Union? How did the war progress? How was the 
aftermath managed? How far was slavery the dividing factor between the states? Was there any way that 
Abraham Lincoln could have prevented the war? 

Written exam 
2 hours 30 minutes 

Three questions, one source based and two essays. 
40% 

Historical Investigation (Personal Study) 
Students will research and write an independent answer of around 4500 words to a set question, drawing on 
historians and contemporary sources. The question will relate to Civil Rights in the USA.  

 
Individually written, no examination. 

4500 word personal essay, marked internally 

20% 
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