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January 2020 

   Resolutions to try in 2020 . . . 

 

It is 2020, a new year, 
and a new term.  
Many of us have      
already made our 
New Year’s             
resolutions, and   
probably broken them 
too, depending on 
how much will-power 
we have to see them 
through. 

In my assembly last 
week I spoke to the 
Lower School about 
‘New Beginnings’ and 
what that means to us 
all.  When I asked the 
students to share with 
me what resolutions 
they had made, they 

varied from the         
following: 

Give up chocolate 
Exercise more 
Get more organised 
Learn a new skill 
Start a new hobby 
Save money 
Do my homework 

Quite commendable I 
hear you all say.  So 
they have made a 
conscious decision to 
do or not do         
something to           
accomplish a          
personal goal or 
break a habit.   

As adults we are no   
different.  However, 
none of these           
resolutions were 
made to help others. 

In this ever busy 
world in which we 
live, it is far too easy 
to look after ‘number 
one’ and not think of 
others as well.   

We thought about it 
again and then came 
up with: 

 
Do the washing up 
Tidy my bedroom 
Do something for others 
Do some charity work 
Volunteer more 
 

I’m sure we, as 
adults, could learn 
from some of this too  
by doing something 
for ourselves, whilst 
at the same time     
doing something for 
others. 

Happy New Year 
2020 to you all! 
John Lewis 
Head of Lower School 
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Hanover House pupils have started the school year with a really positive attitude. A couple 
of things which have helped with this are winning House Quiz for the second year in a row 
and also - I must mention - the amazing achievement of our House Officer Jamie Wing, who 
came runner up on Channel 4’s ‘Countdown’.   
 
When I visit tutor groups, it’s great to see students who are busy and energetic (at least until 
Friday)!  On this note, a word I often mention in House Assemblies is “resilience”, but I 
sometimes wonder if students understand what this actually means.  
Resilience isn’t about pushing through, or carrying on regardless of how you feel; it's about 
developing strategies that help you manage when facing situations you find stressful.  
 
However, we all respond to stressful situations differently. Some people can cope better 
with the pressure of workloads or deadlines, whilst others find minor difficulties               
overwhelming. Having an ability to respond well to, and learn from, stressful situations 
is maybe what we should think of as resilience. In our assemblies, Hanover students have 
been thinking of ways to be more resilient. 
 

Spotlight on Hanover 

And, on a final note, one of my                 
responsibilities as Head of Hanover House is 
attendance. This is where resilience is really 
important.  Nobody can help being ill, but we 
all know how hard it is to get back into a  
routine if we have a few days off work or 
school.  
I have been really pleased with a number of 
students who have faced their anxiety about 
returning to school, or have had one day’s 
absence rather than maybe two.  Let’s keep 
this attitude going – cough and cold season 
will soon be over and sunny climes are 
ahead. Sandy Budd, Head of Hanover 

Smile and say hello to someone every day.  
 

Try to sign up for a new school activity. 
 

Keep active as a way to relieve stress. 
 

Volunteer for something you really care about.   
 

My New Year Learning Resolution is to learn more about the           
safeguarding of children and to undertake further training in this area 
of school life. Steve Smith, Head of School  

Every Christmas holidays I write a list of 10 “hard” books I will read 
that year.  I read plenty of trashy stuff too, but these are the ones that 
will challenge me, or take me in a new direction. This year I’m trying 
to fill in on bits of history I’m dodgy on. Right now it’s a book about the 
Kosovo War in the late-1990s. Jack Houghton,  Director of English  

My New Year Learning Resolution is to make time to read more of 
what interests me … for leisure. Farida Hindi, Deputy Head Girl  

My New Year Learning Resolution is to visit an exhibition or attend a 
live concert each half term, to keep my understanding of the Arts and 
Creativity fresh. Caroline Gale, Director of Music, Head of Creative Arts 

My New Year Learning Resolution is to listen to more podcasts whilst 
cooking dinner in the evening  Daryl Bond, Assistant Headteacher 

My New Year Resolution is to complete more reading around the 
subject I am hoping to study at Uni, and to actively work at getting a 
balanced mindset in terms of schoolwork and relaxation.               
Dagmar  Fredborg, Deputy Head  Girl 

My New Year Learning Resolution is to show more students work to 
other students - within the class and from previous years... why am I 
trying to explain something that I can show??!                                   
Jo Cole, Head of Upper School 

My New Year resolution is to be better at modelling excellent exam 
answers to students’ Dave Ayres, Director of PE 

My New Year resolution is to  be more up to date with the news and 
current affairs. William Ho, Deputy Head Boy 

 

Check back in a few months time                                  
and see how these resolutions are going? 

Challenge: Life Long Learning  
New Year 2020 Resolutions 

January is a huge month for Yr11. Shortly following the Poland 
trip, it was time for the Mock Results Assembly. Students   
gathered in the hall and there was a sense of anticipation ... 
mixed with some fear! Mr Smith kicked off the proceedings by 
making some comparisons to his own younger years, and what 
GCSEs results had meant to him at the time. Then it was time 
for the collection of results. Each year, we try to recreate, as 
closely as we can, the experience of opening 'the envelope'. 
While some students preferred to be on their own, others 
opened their  results in groups to share the moment with their 
friends. As usual, there was a range of emotions. It was      
fantastic to see the smiles from students who realised that their 
hard work had paid off. For others, the mock results envelope 
was a wake-up call; a chance to reassess priorities and make 
sure that the final few months really count. The message to all 
of Yr11 is that there is still time to make positive change. We 
want every single student to have a beaming smile in August. 
Even if these mock results were not what you were hoping for, it 
is still in your hands! We are so proud of our Yr11, and know 
that they can be the best. Jo Cole, Head of Upper School 

A few students also commented on the Mock Results Assembly: 

'Getting my results in this way made it seem real. I hated the 
feeling of opening the envelope and being worried about what 
was in it, but it will make me work harder for the summer. I don't 
want to feel like that again!' 

'I was really pleased with some of my results but there are some 
that I know I can do better at. It definitely made me think about 
how I will feel in the summer!' 

Be      

the 

Best 

You 

Can     

Be 
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As part of our  

Informal Concert Series  

Percussion and Kit  
we were delighted to hear students from 
across the year groups perform on either 
drum kit or percussion instruments. 

The concert opened with a rousing       
performance from our samba group,     
followed by marimba solos, drum kit solos 
and the djembe ensemble, The finale was 
a boom whacker rendition of 
“Ghostbusters”.                                         
For some this was their debut so a special 
well done to those students! 

Congratulations to all those that took part.  
Solos from:  

Rudy Dimbylow, Louis Jay, Antony Charman, 
Isaac Manze, Isabel Moore, Charlie Payne,   

Ben Humphreys, Matthew Bennett,  

Joe Williams  
Matty & Cameron. Yr13, Music Ambassadors  
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Check it out! 

Mr Lewis  

and  

His Coat of Many Colours 
Wanting to celebrate his Welsh roots, this 
piece of textile genius was designed and 

created by girls in Yr9 DT class ... 

… modelled, of course by Mr Lewis himself. 

Gwaith Gwych! 

Finish on your phone, desert your data and 
follow the family to Guildford's fabulous board 

game cafe. I did and I've been back since. 
Friendly and well informed staff are there to 
advise you on which games might be most 

enjoyed by your group and then show you the 
ropes. We started with a shorter version of 

'Ticket to Ride' to see if it might whet our appetite 
for the long version (which it did), followed by a 
few rounds of 'Dixit' which allowed us to make    
creative responses to some stunning art work. 

To finish the evening we tried creating sushi 
dishes while blindfolded in the hilarious 'Sushi 

Go'. Taking a friend on our next visit, we played 
'Logo', a 

favourite of 
hers, but our 

strategy now is to 
spend our time 

trying games we 
don't know, with 

each person 
selecting a game. 

This would be a super way to spend time with family or 
friends this winter. Payment is usually for a 3 hour slot 

and you can purchase hot drinks and delicious     
homemade brownies too. Adults can take a bottle of 

wine.  

Unplug and Play is open       
everyday except Monday from 

11am to 11pm.  Great for a party, 
hen night or simply a miserable 
afternoon when you want to go 

out to stay in!  Find out more  at             

unplugandplay.cafe 
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75 Yr11 students visited Krakow 
this term to explore its dark    
history. The first stop was to visit 
Krakow old town. One of my 
favourite things about the square 
was how much there was to do 
there, especially for tourists. 
Several churches were within a 
minute’s walk and there were 
many tourist shops, which       
provided some perfect gifts to 
bring home. A huge collection of 
restaurants and places to eat also 
provided an enjoyable time. It has 
to be mentioned how amazing the 
city looked at this time of year. In 
Poland the Christmas lights  
remain up, all the way into     
February. 

The main purpose of our trip, the 
tour of Auschwitz – Birkenau, was 
an incredibly significant           
experience for all. With the help of 
our guide, we were taken through 
the details of the camp and were 
struck by the scale of the site. 
Visiting the Galicia Jewish     
museum, we saw powerful     
images, depicting the experiences 
of Krakow’s Jewish population 
before and after the Second World 
War. We then had the privilege of 
speaking to a holocaust survivor, 
listening in stunned silence as she 
recounted her story of survival 
under Nazi rule.   

On behalf of everyone on the trip, 
I would like to thank our teachers 
for this amazing opportunity!                

                                                                   
Will Cook Yr11 

Meeting a Holocaust survivor 

Krakow Old Town 
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Progress Report on the new GCS Sports Hall 

Works on the new GCS Sports Hall site are 
progressing well and running to schedule. 

With the foundations and basement already 
constructed, and the steel frame completed, 
the concrete floors are now being poured. 
The construction of the roof and walls is 
planned to start later this month. 

We are still hopeful that the Sports Hall will be 
available for students to use in September 
2020 and the PE Department recently visited 
the site in order to see the new facilities close
-up. As a school, we are extremely grateful to 
all our donors for their support in helping us to 
get this far. 

However, whilst we have secured all the 
necessary funding to construct the shell of the 
building, we still have a funding challenge in 
order to complete all the internal areas, thus 
allowing the building to be fully utilised by the 
school. In particular, we have a significant 
sum still to raise (£50,000) in order to fund all 
the Sports Equipment. The hall will then reach 
its usage potential (eg electronic scoreboard, 
basketball hoops, badminton nets, trampo-
lines, fitness suite equipment).  

Continued support from families will be    

invaluable to help us close this final 
funding gap. We would be particularly 
keen to hear from any individuals,   
families or companies who would be 
willing to sponsor a particular item of 
equipment. 

We also extend our thanks to O&D           
Construction for their efforts to work 
around all the activities going on at 
school, and to our team of professional 
consultants - in particular Lytle          
Associates Architects and our Quantity 
Surveyors, MEA. 

 

Patrick Overy, Director of Operations 

Mr Mayhew and Mrs Kirby in the new  

Dance Studio 

discussing 

their next move. 

 

Site Inspection by Team PE 

 

Who are Friends of GCS?  
The Friends are a collaboration of parents, carers and teachers (PTA) working together 
to raise much needed funds for projects and equipment that the school would otherwise not be 
able to afford. All parents and carers of Guildford County students are automatically members of 
The Friends. The amount of your time or money given is totally up to you. Everything you      
volunteer, whether your time, donations of items, such as chocolate, or pocket money to spend 

at activities, is an investment that is translated into something more than just 
its face value. What we mean is, everything you give is used , brings value 
to the school projects and is truly appreciated. It makes a difference! 

All your donations towards the Chocolate Tombola, Christmas Café,         
Raffle  and Mufti, raised an awesome £1560. THANK YOU! In addition, the 
students had a great time and parent volunteers who manned the cafe    
enjoyed engaging with the students and the school.  

We also ran a Christmas House competition for the students to win a      
hamper to enjoy at tutor time. We are delighted to announce the winners: 
7T,  8L, 9L and 10W. Congratulations! 

We look forward to your continued support in 2020. One of our       
projects is to raise enough funds for the school to purchase a much 
needed new minibus. This would  replace one of the current vehicles,  

Our aim is to put on enjoyable activities for parents, students and the 
wider community to engage in.  

We will soon be sending out more details of how to support these  
endeavours, but in the short term, SAVE THE DATE - 27th March - for 
a fun filled quiz night.   Huda Gay, Chairperson, Friends of GCS 

Dates for the Diary: 

Mon 27th Jan  Yr13 Mocks begin 

Mon 27th Jan  Sweeney Todd tickets ON SALE Parent Mail 

Thu 30th Jan  Foreign Film Society - ‘Shoplifters’ 

Thu/Fri 30th/31st Jan Drama Trip to Stratford 

Tue 4th Feb  Brass Concert 

Mon  10th Feb  Yr 8 Exams begin 

Thu 13th Feb  Yr 9 Options Eve 

Fri 14th Feb  Ski Trip departs 

Fri 14th Feb  Half Term begins 


