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January 2021 

 

What a difference 
a year makes! 

Who could have foreseen 
the year that was to unfold 
when Mr Lewis wrote his 
headline piece on ‘New 
Year, New Beginnings’ for 
the School Newsletter last 
January? 

We start by wishing you all 
well, and sincerely hope 
you had a wonderful   
Christmas, if in different 
circumstances to normal. 
We also wish to thank you 
for all your ongoing support; 
it really is a special                       
community we are fortunate 
to serve.  

In 2020, life at County      
started as each January 
does. Students were                     
welcomed back after the 
excitement of the Christmas 
holidays and lessons                   
commenced with a                        
renewed energy and vigour. 
All eyes were on Year 11 
and the hotly anticipated 
yearly Mock Results                 
Assembly. Shortly after this 
event a sea of Year 11                
students departed on the 
Krakow Trip. It was on the 
flight home that I opened 
the Inflight Magazine and 
read an article reviewing 
the previous decade, 2010 
Vs 2020. It explored how   

generosity seen each week 
in the County Food Drop, 
as well in the number of 
volunteers who run our  
Lateral Flow Testing each 
day, demonstrates the                           
specialness of County. It is 
humbling. Looking                    
forward, we hope the year 
ahead will allow us a              
return to all we love about 
County life: a return to                 
face-to-face learning; the 
return of the excitement of 
House Events such as 
House Music and Summer 
Sports during the Summer 
Term; as well as the return 
of extra-curricular clubs and 
trips. We have no doubt we 
will return stronger than 
ever before! 

We also hope to look back 
on this Newsletter piece 
next January 2022 and         
repeat those same words ... 

What a difference 
a year makes!  

Please stay safe, cuddle 
those loved ones tighter 
when you next see them 
and take heart and pride in 
the incredible community 
that is ‘County’. 

 

 

 
 

Daryl Bond 

Assistant Headteacher 

predictions made at the 
start of the decade had 
fared, presented the most 
life-changing inventions of 
the decade, and made             
predictions looking ahead 
to 2030. Little did we know, 
on that flight home from 
Krakow, that new                             
terminology such as ‘social 
distancing’ and ‘flatten the 
curve’ would become the 
norm by Easter, and Chris 
Whitty and Patrick Vallance 
would become household 
names across the nation. 

At County we look back on 
2020 with a real sense of 
pride, as well as looking 
ahead to 2021 with                      
renewed hope. Whether it 
be adapting to a remote 
curriculum or learning to 
live in a Covid-safe school, 
our students have been 
exemplary throughout                   
this pandemic. As History 
teachers, we often seek to 
place current events into 
historical context; however 
there is little precedent       
within  living memory of the                   
experiences of this year. 
Our students have faced 
these unprecedented times 
with a spirit to be                       
applauded. We could not 
be prouder. In addition, the 
strength of our County 
Community has never been 
more evident. The                       

Looking Back  

Looking Forwards 



 
 

As I sit pondering the content of this article, I find myself considering the boxing legend ‘Big’ George 

Foreman. Much of the country, I am sure, can empathise with the many hapless opponents of ‘Big’ 

George as, although far from being swatted around by a 6 ft 3, 250-pound man mountain, the course of 

the last few weeks has been challenging; we initially found ourselves contending with an ever more     

restrictive tier system, before waking up, flat on the canvas, in lockdown 2.0.                                                           

However, in the words of only the coolest of Hanover students, ‘we move’! 
Despite the demands of the past year, Hanover House continues to meet                  

challenges head on. 7H have made a fantastic start to their time at County, and 

special mentions are due:                  Rebecca Wilson (7H) for her selfless efforts to 

keep our school community safe; Joshua Stringer (8H) for raising a whopping 

£1227 for the Feed Zim Fund; Violet Isaacs (9H) for her commitment to 

helping her fellow        students; and Scarlet Chuter (10H) 

for her dedication to learning, be it in school or   

remotely. 11H, in its entirety, also deserves a 

shout out, as the group never ceases to 

amaze, with their tenacity and good spirits in 

the face of        ever-changing                         

circumstances. The challenge I put to our 

Yr11 students at the start of this year, was to 

set the best                      example for the younger                                

members of                         Hanover House. Well … they                          

certainly met that challenge, and then some! They should 

be incredibly proud of         themselves.  I am. 

‘Big’ George once said, ‘To be successful in life, you must get into the habit of turning negatives 

into positives’. So, while we are currently stuck at home, missing our friends and our school, our hard 

work and dedication continues. We will return, sooner rather than later, and our collective experiences 

will make us stronger as a House and as a community. Until then, stay safe and stay strong.                                     
Sam Strong, Head of Hanover House   
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So, you’re trapped in your home, you’re bored and you don’t know what to do … 

Why not practice your instrument?   
We know that practicing can often seem like a chore, but here are some tips to switch it up a little: 

 

 Play with others – Playing with other people, whether it’s in an orchestra, band, choir or other ensemble, is one of the best ways to improve at 

your instrument, as well as being great for developing your musical ear and knowledge.  Obviously, this is tough at the moment, so you could try 

playing with musical family members or videos online, until ensembles can start up again. 

 Make practice a habit – Getting used to practicing for at least 5-10 minutes at a similar time each day can help it become a natural part of your 

daily routine; the more you practise the better you’ll become! 

 Find ways to make it fun – anything that makes you excited about playing your instrument, for example playing along to your favourite songs, or 

figuring out TV/video game theme tunes, can be great. They’ll make you look forward to practice and you’ll want to do it more often. 

 Perform to family/ record yourself - performing your pieces to family members is a good way to simulate concert opportunities that are in short 

supply at the moment!  Recording videos of yourself playing, and then watching them back, is also brilliant for allowing you to spot ways to     

improve. You might be unaware of these issues while you play. 

 Write down what your teacher tells you – Keeping track of what you need to work on is very important, so that you can get consistently better 

each week, and avoid making the same mistakes over and over again! 

 Come up with your own exercises – Inventing your own warmups and exercises is great for engaging your brain when you practise and honing 

your technical skills in new and interesting ways. 

 Work towards a target – Having a piece you want to learn, or a grade exam to prepare for, is good, as it gives you something to aim 

towards.  This will help you stay motivated and keep your practice focused. 

 Vary your scales – if you practice scales or rudiments, try playing them with different dynamics, rhythms or 

articulations, to make them more interesting and broaden your versatility as a player. 

 Practise with a metronome – Practising with a metronome can be great for improving your sense of 

tempo and rhythm.  Metronomes are easy to access online or on free mobile apps. 

 Watch others online – Watching professionals playing your instrument on YouTube is a brilliant way to 

learn and be inspired.  Try to observe things they do that you could implement in your own practice. 
 

Charlie Payne & Esther Manze, Music Ambassadors 
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Welcome to another “How to revise English” slot. 
With the recent news regarding the cancellation of normal GCSE and A Levels exams, you could be forgiven for      
thinking that this slot is now redundant. However, revision is still incredibly important, as every piece of work can be 
used as evidence when it comes to the calculation of your grades; consequently, ongoing revision has never been as 

important. 

Please see below January’s revision tip for English, taken from Mark Roberts’ book “You can’t revise for GCSE English! 

Yes you can and Mark Roberts shows you how”: 

Retrieval Practice: 
This involves a test to see what you can remember about a particular topic (Shakespeare, Jekyll & Hyde, P&C poetry, 
English Language paper 1, English Language paper 2 etc). Crucially, to do this properly, this test has to be done without 

notes or other revision materials. 

Forcing ourselves to recall information from memory is a really effective revision technique. When you start doing   

retrieval activities though, you may not enjoy them! 

To begin win, retrieval practice feels far more challenging than reading over your notes, or highlighting sections of a 

revision guide. But over time, as you test yourself, you’ll start to feel more confident. 

The first thing you’ll notice is that retrieval practice allows you to see the gaps in your knowledge. For example, you 
might think that you understood a specific poem really well when you covered it in class, but when you quiz yourself 

without your anthology notes, you discover that you can’t remember any quotations. 

Secondly, the struggle of remembering information 

actually strengthens your long-term memory. 

Things are far more likely to be remembered if you’ve 
had to pluck them from your mind, rather than having 
the answer before your eyes. The effort of putting 
yourself on the spot really is worth the uncomfortable 
feeling of not being able to answer questions you 
thought you could. What’s more, researchers have 
also found that retrieval practice works well in         
preparing you to remember key information even in 

really stressful tests. 

So, using this technique should help you to recall what 
you’ve learnt in the high pressure situation of an    

assessment/exam. 

Retrieval Practice – testing for a better memory 
 

 Practice tests can give a big boost to your learning. 

 All you need is a pen and some index (cue) cards. 

 It works just as well self-quizzing or paired up with a friend 

 You can even create index cards in class as you take notes. 

 Feels difficult but helps you prepare for the pressure of a GCSE exam. 

What does a good GCSE English flashcard look like? 

When creating flashcards, remember the following tips: 

Include a question on one side and answers / definitions on other side (this will help everyone in your home to test you) 

Double check the answer(s) – you don’t want to remember something that’s incorrect by mistake! 

 Take a look at an excellent example below: 

 

 

Why is the motif of blood  

significant in “Macbeth”? 

Presence of blood acts as an obvious reminder of injury and death. 

Reminds characters of the consequences of their actions. 

Imagining blood is even more important – blood becomes symbolic of guilt. 

Eventually, bloody hands motif is linked to escalating madness. 
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How should I use flashcards during retrieval practice? 

 

The most important things to remember when using flashcards are: 

 You must include a decent pause before checking the answer. Resist the temptation 

to flip it over quickly. If you fail to leave a pause while you’re thinking, you’ll miss out 

on the long-term memory boost that comes with this technique. 

 Pay particular attention to the cards that you struggle with the most. Put these at the 

back of your pile to ensure that you have another go at recalling the answer. If you 
still have no idea after two or three attempts, you’ll have to go back and check your 

more detailed class notes, or ask your teacher to go over this with you again. 

 Don’t forget to go back over the cards you found easy first time. The research                  

suggests that, even with ones you could answer quickly to begin with, there is a clear 

benefit of testing yourself with them again and again. 

Spaced practice: 
Spaced practice is when a student spreads out their revision 
in shorter sessions over a longer period of time, rather than 

trying to revise everything in marathon sessions. 

For example, you might study one different character from 
“Jekyll and Hyde” over a few weeks before your mock exam, 
rather than trying to study all of the play’s characters the night 

before. 

Students do tend to revise by going over all of the information 
in one long revision session, commonly known as cramming. 
However, the research shows that this is a really bad way to 
study, because the material doesn’t move from your working 
memory to your long-term memory. What’s more, cramming is 

stressful and tends to eat into your precious sleep. 

With spaced practice, the opposite occurs: because you are 
frequently revisiting your learning in small chunks, it is far 
more likely to stick in the long run and you are far more likely 

to feel less anxious before an exam or assessment. 

You’ll still need to study the night before an important test, but you won’t need to spend hours frantically trying to     

re-learn something you haven’t covered for ages. 

An important part of spaced practice is making sure that, as well as going back over things that you have studied in 

the last lesson, you also make sure you revisit things that you covered three days, a week, and a month ago. 

Combine this with retrieval practice and you will be using a potent mix of the most effective study techniques. 

Start with the older material first. For example, you might have put some flashcards to one side a couple of weeks 
ago, feeling confident that you had remembered everything on them. Go through them again and see if you can still 

recall things as fluently as before. 

For maximum benefit, revise the material you learn in class throughout the year, not just when you have an        
assessment on the horizon. Little and often, varying the gaps between when you go back over a topic, is the way to 

go for the best results.                          
                  Charlotte Jenner, Director of English 

Little and often is 

the way to go! 
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Give   Create   Succeed 
 

The Power of Being Creative  

 

 
Part Two 

 

Orchestrating Creative Approaches  

 
Contrary to some popular beliefs, we all have creativity within us. Maybe it’s not in the areas typically associated with being 
creative, but we all possess the ability to create. Creativity is the ability to think about a task or a problem in a new or different 
way, or, the ability to use the imagination to generate new ideas. It allows us to find patterns and make connections, often in 
ways that are not always immediately obvious. Crucially, creativity supports skills, because it encourages us to take risks 
and, as a result, we use it to help define, solve , rethink, reframe, problem solve and consider new perspectives. There is no 
more apt example of this than in the incredible developments of the Covid-19 vaccines. 
 
At Guildford County, we believe that all creative learning needs to stretch and challenge.  At the root of this, is inspiring      
curiosity, engagement and adaptability. Our emphasis, therefore, is on facilitating creative learning habits, actively                        
encouraging students to ‘opt in’ and to develop a ‘why not’ ‘could be’ and ‘what if’ attitude. 
   
Whether in the classroom, face to face, or in our remote learning provision, this manifests in many different ways:  
 
Students are given some control over their learning.       
Elevate - Stretch - Observe - Select - Decide Between. 
 
There is a balance between structure and freedom.         
Investigate - Catch - Test - Attach - Explore - Search 
 
Time is used flexibly 
Focus - Prompt - Retell - Deepen. 
 
Students work collaboratively and assess each other, considering what they will do. 
Negotiate - Synergise - Listen 
      
Learning becomes a process 
Freshen - Remove - Rethink - Redo - Reframe.      Caroline Gale, Director of Music, Head of Creative Arts 

 

‘Reel’ Value 
Whilst attempting to stay buoyant, and without the joy of a real live sortie to the big screen, many of us will have 
found ourselves delving deeper into the on-line cinematic treasure chest. Such a ‘delve’ unearthed a truly 
moreish masterpiece of French TV – Le Bureau – and now, having gorged on all 50 episodes, the mourning of 

its loss begins. 

This highly acclaimed French espionage series, shadows an eclectic mix of DGSE agents - France’s answer to 
MI6 - as they elusively hopscotch around the globe, on up-to-the-moment political missions to Syria, Iran,    
Algeria and Russia. However, although full of high-octane action, the plot is surprisingly patient and seductive; 
infact, it leaves the onlooker helplessly smitten, as the quietly charismatic ‘Malotru’ betrays his country for love. 
Mathieu Kassovitz (Malotru) and Zineb Triki (Nadia) perfectly act out this smouldering ‘affaire de coeur’, where 

desire meets global repercussions head on. 

Le Bureau is available for streaming on Amazon Prime 
recommended by Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 

To share your recommendation for ‘Reel Value’, please send your name and a brief review to 
Lesley Nicole at cam@guildfordcounty.co.uk.   
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Update on ‘Perspectives’ sculpture by the Giles Miller Studio 
‘P

er
sp

ec
ti

ve
s’

 s
cu

lp
tu

re
 b

y 
G

ile
s 

M
ill

er
 

Reynards Hill Viewpoint 

P
itch

 H
ill V

iew
p

o
in

t 

Spend a pleasant walk in the Surrey Hills, seeking out a new addition to the ‘Perspectives’ sculpture by the Giles Miller Studio. 

The County ‘shingle’ has just recently been added to this impressive creation and it is definitely worth an outing. 

The search for Lottie’s shingle (above) can be incorporated into a wonderful stomp around the Surrey Hills. The route 
above, and closest access point to ‘Perspectives’, begins in Hurtwood Car Park 5 (Winterfold - Donkins), before winding its 
way along a picturesque section of the Greensand Way, taking in Reynards Hill and Pitch Hill.  

The track then drops steeply into lower lying meadows and farm land to the north side of Cranleigh Village, before    
sweeping round to climb back up onto the ridge and return to the starting point. 
 

Starting point: GU5 9EN   Distance: 8.45km    Time: approx. 2 hrs 
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‘It is when I run to the hills, that I find my peace’ 
Founded in 2001, Worplesdon Rangers FC is an FA Charter Standard Football Club for boys and girls between the  
ages of 5 and 18. We currently have over 15 teams from our Reception and Under 6 Mini-Rangers, through to our    
Under 15 Falcons.  Our ambition is to provide football coaching and matchday experience that is high on quality,       
enjoyment and value. Our coaching sessions and home games are provided at a number of centres across Guildford, 
including the  fantastic Urnfield facilities. Our Under 15 age group and Under 15 Falcons team have been based at      
Urnfield for the last two seasons, following a long standing relationship between the club and Guildford Country 
School.  The facilities, most notably the quality of the pitches and general space for all 
types of   training have helped the team develop well, and the nice flat pitches help the 
quality of football for both home and away teams. This makes for some very enjoyable                          
encounters!  The teams aren't doing too badly either, having had their two most                   
successful seasons recently - even if there have been a number of unforeseen                  
stoppages to play!  

As part of our "football for all" ethos, Worplesdon Rangers welcomes new players 
throughout the season and across age groups. For contact details and further                
information on how to join Worplesdon Rangers, or to come along and give us a try, 
see our website at www.wrfc.club  - learn more about our club.  
Sharon Garner, Sports & Community Lettings Officer, 01483 504 089 ext:246 C
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http://www.wrfc.club/
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If you would like to find out more 
about the Heywood Foundation or 

read details of the competition, 
please follow the contest link                   

below. It is open to all members of 
the general public and submissions 

are now open.                                 
Prizes of up to £25,000 are                

available for the best and most 
thought-provoking entries.  

Lord Jeremy Heywood  
1961-2018  

I am hugely proud that Jeremy was my uncle and godfather, and also of 

all that he achieved. Jeremy was the Cabinet Secretary and Head of the 

Civil Service, the most senior civil servant in the country and the most 

senior adviser to the Prime Minister of the day. There are so many  

incredible stories that have been shared about him by his colleagues 

and friends throughout his career, but also since his passing. All who 

met and worked with him say that he was the most intelligent and                   

brilliant man they knew, being penned,                                                 

‘The most outstanding civil servant of his generation.’                                

If there was a disagreement or issue within government, Jeremy had a 

remarkable talent in finding a compromise to please all sides. He always 

wanted to improve the way things were done and make the world a 

better place. 

The part of his work, encouraging the Civil Service to become more 

diverse, inclusive and innovative, was hugely important to him, and so 

the Heywood Foundation has recently announced the Heywood       

Foundation Public Policy Prize, in memory of Jeremy. Prizes of up to 

£25000 are on offer for innovative ideas and the competition is open to 

all. This year the focus is identifying possibilities which have been              

created out of the challenges of COVID-19, possibilities that society, 

citizens and policymakers should think about and seize?  The                         

foundation details that ‘Credit will be given for the originality, practicality, 

and impact of ideas. Perhaps even more importantly, the winning                   

submissions will put on the desks of leading policymakers, will attract 

wider debate, and perhaps enacted to make the world a better place.’   

But as a family man, you would never have known that Jeremy had a 

stressful job with such                         

responsibility, as he was such a 

relaxed, calm person. He always 

had time for his family and 

showed a genuine interest in 

what was happening with you. 

Although he was constantly  

working, he didn’t speak about 

work and never seemed bogged 

down. He loved spending time 

with his family, going on holiday, 

eating at his favourite                      

restaurants, going to musicals 

and the opera and                   

meeting friends -  many from 

school days and university. He 

also loved a good party!                               

He will be forever missed, but his 

legacy lives on.  

Alice Heywood  

https://heywoodfoundation.com/contest/ 
Alice (left) with her uncle and sister 

The Heywood Foundation was set up in 
memory of Lord Jeremy Heywood, who 
sadly died in 2018. Its recently launched 

Public Policy Prize aims to promote      
innovation and diversity within the                        

public sector. 
Lord Heywood was Alice Heywood’s uncle, 
so our support of the Heywood Foundation 

and its Public Policy Prize,                                    
both as a school and wider community, 

would have particular relevance. 
Alice has shared with us a personal and 
sensitive tribute to her uncle, allowing 

some insight into his character                                          
and giving context to this prize. 

 

Alice was a member of staff in the Music Department until July 2020 
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The National Careers Service is rated as one of the best careers 
resources for those looking for career guidance. The remit of the 
National Careers Service is to provide "information, advice and 
guidance to help people make decisions on learning, training and 
work opportunities. The service offers confidential, helpful and 
impartial advice, supported by qualified careers advisers". It can 
be visited on-line or in-person by contacting individuals who work 
there. The website, which can be accessed at https://
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/ focusses on different areas of 
the career journey; from exploring different career opportunities 
to progressing your career. The following headings provide a 

snapshot of the main areas covered on the website. 
National Careers Service Virtual Careers Fair - Day 1 Tickets, 
Wed 27 Jan 2021 at 10:00 | Eventbrite 

1. Exploring different career opportunities: 
This section allows you to find out about more than 800 different types of jobs in different sectors of employment. It helps you to look at the                       
qualifications and skills you need to pursue this line of work, the typical salary range, hours worked, and the work pattern it brings. It includes the 

different tasks the job entails and even has current job vacancies across the country listed. 

2. Skills assessment:  
Transferable skills are a set of skills that you're good at. You can build them up over time, through work, volunteering, education and life. You can 
apply these skills to a range of jobs and in there are two different skills assessments that you can take here. You may want to take these                             
assessments, one multiple choice and one more open-ended, to find out what interests and motivates you, identify your skills and to find out what 

you can do with your skills. 

3. Finding a course:  
The course search engine here, helps to you to find free online courses to develop the general skills that apply to all sectors, as well as more                
specialised skills. Areas such as practical maths, computer essentials, personal growth and wellbeing, professional development, business and  

finance, digital design, marketing and coding are covered.  

4. Making career choices: 
Whatever your age, it's never too early or late to start thinking about careers. This section provides links to a range of different careers options; from 
post 16 and post 18 education, advice on a gap year, careers in the armed forces, information on "the tough job market", to understanding the                  

working world during COVID-19. 

5. Getting a job: session 
Links to how to write a CV, cover letter and application form are provided here. This section also provides information on making the most of  virtual 
careers/jobs fairs (see the flyer below as an example - free but with registration required for each employment sector /company session), how to do 

well in telephone and video interviews, finding a virtual internship and finding job vacancies. 

6. Progressing your career: 

This section considers how to progress your career. It considers work experience and different ways to develop and enhance your skills.  

The website is definitely worth an investigation, whatever stage of the careers ladder you're on; whether you're starting out, considering your post 

16/18 exam options or looking further ahead to the future. I hope you find it useful.  
                      Jonathan Thorpe, Careers Lead  

 

 
With the generous support of the Friends and the Accelerated Curriculum, the library has taken out a subscription to an eBook library. 
The eBook library – the eplatform – contains more than 2000 titles of eBooks and audiobooks. It is a library; students can borrow books 
to read or listen to on their devices, but the books are only on their devices for two weeks. They are automatically returned to the library 
for someone else to enjoy – or for the student to take out again. Just like other libraries, students can reserve titles that are out.  
eBooks are marvellous because they can be accessed from home, so no County student will run out of reading material during this 
lockdown. The books can be read or listened to on a range of devices: phones, tablets, computers, eBook readers. Listening to an                     
audiobook while making crafts, or listening together as a family, is a wonderful way of relaxing and escaping the pandemic for a while.   
To log on to the eBook library go to https://guildfordcounty.eplatform.co/ The login is the student’s normal County login. There is an app 
for free download for Android and Apple devices; I recommend you download this, as it will keep you logged in and, if you read or listen 
on several different devices, it will remember where you got to in the book on all connected devices.   
Since we announced this eBook library County students have been busy exploring. The book covers shown above are the top 
six popular eBooks and audiobooks taken out by our students since Christmas. If you have any questions about the eplatform please 
get in touch - I’m more than happy to help.               Karen Fredborg, Librarian  

eBook Library 

Coming to a screen near you …. 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-careers-service-virtual-careers-fair-day-1-tickets-133361894015?aff=
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-careers-service-virtual-careers-fair-day-1-tickets-133361894015?aff=
https://guildfordcounty.eplatform.co/
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Community News 

 ‘There is light, 

If only we are brave enough to see it, 

If only we are brave enough to be it’ 

Amanda Gorman  

US National Youth Poet Laureate, January 2021 

Dates for the Diary: 

       Fri 12 Feb          Half Term 

       Mon 22 Feb         School Returns 

‘Lead not by the example of our  power,  

but by the power of our example’ 

Joe Biden,  

Inauguration Speech, January 2021 


