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Well Done 
Two short words                               

- well done - 

Well done … for what a 
year this has been! 

Well done for thriving 
through remote learning 
and returning to on site 
school-based learning 
with such dedication. 

Well done for                              
demonstrating such utter 

resilience through                          
challenges not known by 
British school age young 
people since the mass 

urban evacuations of the 
Blitz. 

Well done for putting your 
mental wellbeing centre 
stage and not ignoring 

how you feel.  

Well done for celebrating                             
yourselves, as such           
inspirational young                       

people, who have made a 
very genuine and positive 
difference to the lives of 

every member of the 
County community. 

Well done for your                          
conduct last week at 
House Athletics - for  
showing such good                      

humour, even in the face 
of defeat.   

Well done for supporting 
your peers, for cheering, 
for celebrating and for 
allowing us to come                   

together as a truly high 
performing community. 

Well done for working so 
tirelessly, regardless of 

your year group, in order 
to secure the very best 

possible exam and                        
assessment results.   

Well done for being                     
honest with yourselves if 
the results were not as 
you would have wanted 

and for working harder so 
as to do better next time. 

All of my statements here 
link closely to our shared 

vision for our glorious 
school and I encourage 
you to reflect, over the 

coming and well-earned 
weeks of the summer 

break, upon your                          
successes of the year that 

has just passed … also 
upon those areas that still 

need your focus. 

This act of reflection is not 
solely the preserve of 

young people at school.  
Think also about the                    

reflections this week of 
Gareth Southgate, of                   

Karolina Pliskova and of 
Matteo Berrettini                                                 

- all hugely successful, all 
with much to be incredibly 

proud of, all with strong 
characters that are most 
certainly a force for good 
and all very capable of 

reflecting upon                         
where next and                                     

‘what must I improve?’. 

Reflection, then, is a skill 
worth developing.  

 Please, everyone,                        
celebrate your ‘well 

dones’ … you deserve 
them all.   

But think also about your 
‘where nexts?’.  

Whatever went well this 
year, reflect now on what 
to improve for the next ...                          
remembering, of course, 
that at Guildford County 

School, the act of                            
becoming                                  

Better Never Stops. 

Have a wonderful summer 
break and we will see you 

all safely back here on       
2nd September. 

 

Steve Smith, Head of School 

Better Never Stops 
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Seeing is Believing 

 

Most of the northern hemisphere experienced the eclipse, 
with varying degrees of cover. The setting for the picture I 
took was perfect. The sun was positioned just outside the 
Science corridor, above the Year 9 playground. We knew 
the best time to see the eclipse was going to be between 
10.50 and 11.10, but it was very cloudy at that point!                    
Typical, that after days of glorious sunshine and clear skies, 
the British weather turns when celestial events are                          
happening! But there were gaps appearing in the clouds 
and there I was, phone up at the window in A20, in the slim 
hope we would witness the event.                                                      
Suddenly, the clouds cleared slightly and there it was, a 
20% partial solar eclipse. Thankfully, the clouds actually 
helped the eclipse to be seen using a  standard phone             
camera. If the sky has been cloud free, then the 20% cover 
would not have been seen without a proper filter, as the 
sunlight would have swamped the phone lens. So, our good 
old British weather helped in the end                                                                
Elliot Fabian, Head of Lower School Science 

On Thursday 10th 
June 2021, the UK 
experienced a rare 
event - a partial 
solar eclipse. This 
event occurs when 
the Moon passes 
in front of the Sun. 

 
Just like …  the maths keeps going!   
We were so glad the UKMT maths challenges carried on this year by             
moving online.   

It meant that County’s strong tradition of success in the nationwide             
challenges could continue.   

A summary by numbers (of course): 

• 3 main challenges throughout the year for Senior, Intermediate 
and Junior age groups. 

• students from every year, 7 to13, participated 

• over 300 students took part 

• more than 8,000 thought provoking questions were answered 

• 48% of County entrants achieved Gold, Silver or Bronze awards 

• 26 students qualified for subsequent rounds 
 

Congratulations to all those who took part, whatever level reached. 

The main aim is to enjoy the enhancement of mathematical reasoning. 
 

Carole Weston, Mathematics 
Dazzling achievements by Yr11 Mathematicians 

 

Best wishes to all for a relaxed summer! 

When you are looking for a book to read, remember to check out our ebook and 
audiobook library, containing thousands of titles:  

https://guildfordcounty.eplatform.co/ Your login details are your usual County 
login and we highly recommend downloading the app for ease of reading or 
listening. We are looking forward to seeing you all in September!  
Jill Davies and Karen Fredborg, GCS Library 
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Congratulations! 
 

Avilee in Yr8                       
earned 13                                                    

commendations 
over the last two 

years, but the   
stickers couldn’t be 
awarded when the 
school was closed 

during the                         
pandemic.                           

She has now                   
received all the                   
stickers and a                    

special                       
certificate. 

 

Well                   
deserved! 

https://guildfordcounty.eplatform.co/
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Meet our new Language Leaders at County 
At County, after a year’s hiatus, we have just recruited our new round of Yr8 Language Leaders. 
From September, there will be a Language Leader meeting once a week where students will work on language skills and learn 
how to teach these skills to Yr5 & 6 students in an engaging and fun way. They will then go into primary schools next summer 
and teach a foreign language to primary school children.  
As well as fun, there will be lots of opportunities for development and learning along the way. When students become Language 
Leaders they develop student leadership skills as well as linguistic skills. Learners of all abilities gain a tremendous amount of 
satisfaction and confidence from sharing what they know with others. It is also known that we retain the knowledge that we teach 
actively to others far more effectively than that which we take on board in a more passive way. 
What do Language leaders actually do? 
Amongst other things, Language Leaders will be asked to: 
* mentor younger or less confident learners of foreign languages to improve their knowledge and understanding 
* assist at whole school events when these take place (e.g. Open Evenings) 
* assist with the delivery of taster lessons to Key Stage 2 pupils 
Qualities of a Language Leader: 

We are very excited to be working with our wonderful new Language Leaders. They have already shown their dedication by   

attending meetings, and manning a European themed cake stall!   Caroline Brooks, Lower School Languages Co-ordinator 

 

confident organised 

good communicator 

helpful 

enthusiastic 

dedicated 

On Friday July 2nd, the whole of Yr10 competed in this year’s County Business Game. Split into four 
teams of eight from each House, the morning was spent taking part in a role-play simulation, learning 
about all aspects of business. The teams formed a company, allocated director responsibilities and 
then set about the tasks. The companies were to provide a range of promotional materials for a charity. 
Across the morning they had to produce prototypes, negotiate orders, procure materials, manufacture 
and sell items such as booklets, Christmas cards, fold-up money boxes and origami gifts. They also 
had to create posters and radio advertising. This required the students to develop leadership,                         
marketing, accounting, design and crafting skills, but above all, teamwork. Watching the teams go 
through the phases of storming – whilst they struggled with roles and the task, norming - as they 
figured out how to work efficiently, then performing, was a delight. As one of our buyers (Mr Thorpe in 
his game persona of Johnny Cash) noted, "the improvement in the skills of the salesforce, from their 

first negotiation to the last, was incredible" 

Well done to all the students who took part with creativity, enthusiasm and a sense of collaborative 
competition … and particularly Team Reams from Tudor, who made the most profit, as well as York's 

four teams who made the highest combined profit.  

In the afternoon, the teams made a Dragon’s Den Presentation to win the contract to supply                                    
promotional material to a theme park. To succeed, they had to demonstrate what had been learned 
about  managing                     
projects, quality and              
deadlines. In typical 
Dragon’s Den 
style, there were 
some tough                       
questions,                                
particularly about the 
finances, but the 
level of learning from 
the morning was 

impressive.       Adam Daniels, Head of Business and Economics Ye
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Negotiating 
hard with 

Johnny Cash! 

Producing some impressive materials 

 Year 10 Geography                         

Field Trip to Hayling Island 

So lovely to be out seeing some 

real live Geography in action!                             

Measuring angles and distances 

for beach profiles. 
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E I studied at GCS from 2000-07 taking Music, History and Spanish for my A levels and have many fond 

memories of the school! The ethos and support of GCS is something that inspired and enabled me to do 
what I do now, particularly due to the opportunities created by its Specialist Music Status. After school I 
worked part time on GCS Community Arts work (alongside 3 other part time jobs!) which helped                    
me to save to travel around the world. These experiences led me to pursue a career in                             
international partnerships. After studying for a BA in International Relations & Spanish at                       
Lancaster University (where I also got involved with the Students Union and elected as Vice                           
President for a year), I took up a role at King’s College London as an administrator for their                                 
International Summer Schools in India. Subsequently, I progressed to a role as Partnerships                           
Manager for the Americas and South Asia (using some of the Spanish I learned from Mrs Bosco                         
& Miss Maffi!) working to connect researchers across countries to solve key challenges on health,                       
policy and the humanities.  

Whilst working I studied for an MA in International Development and Education at UCL which                                 
enabled me to then move into a role as a Global Partnerships Manager for Plan International - a                            
children’s rights and gender equality organisation, working in over 80 countries. This work was inspiring                       
and an opportunity to work with the UN, charities, research institutions and foundations on gender equality.  

I feel lucky to have travelled widely with my work, which has led me to meet some very inspiring people - including                                             
children, young activists, experts and even world leaders (at one point having tea with the President of India)! I’ve recently taken the next step 
and joined the London School of Economics as Head of Programme Development, leading a team and overseeing 30 teaching centre                            
partnerships across the globe.  

My advice to any student thinking about their future would be to make the most of all the great opportunities available to you at GCS. Take any 
chance you can to contribute to the school, be creative, learn from others, and collaborate! It’s a very special place with inspiring                     
teachers. Olly Trumble, Head Boy 2006-2007 

 
 Benefits of Music 

Sir, The government’s new music curriculum 
has been a long time coming, but is worth 
the wait. It is a paean to the joys and                      
benefits of music.                                                     
The pandemic has proved that people turn 
to music in times of need, as it can bring 
solace and inspiration in equal measure. 
Initial reaction to the curriculum has focused 
on its recommendation that children should 
not only hear, discuss and play music, but 
should also learn the basics of how it is          
written. Some music teachers question the 
wisdom of this, as if knowing the alphabet is 
somehow disadvantageous to learning a 
language. Less contentious is the                           
extraordinary range of music referenced, 
from Mozart to the Beatles, jazz to samba, 
from India to Indonesia and, significantly, 
there is the “statement of intent” that there 
should be a minimum of one hour’s                  
classroom music a week from Year 1 to 
Year 9, with instrumental tuition and musical 
ensembles in addition to that one hour. This 
curriculum will rejuvenate the relationship 
between schools and their local music hubs, 
reinforce Ofsted’s intention to recognise 
culture in its assessments and, above all, 
enable children to experience the joys of a 
huge variety of musical styles. Music                    
educators should embrace it for the sake of 
every child. 
Professor Julian Lloyd Webber 
Founder, In Harmony 
Patron of GCS 

Reediscovery Launch  
28thJune 2021 

As a Music College we strive 
to give our students as much                   
access to music as possible. 

Part of this includes the                          
opportunity to play Brass, 
Strings and Double Reed                        

instruments, via our                                  
instrumental schemes.  

As one of our former Music Ambassadors, 
 

congratulations 

 

go to Sam Gale, who has graduated from the 
Guildhall with a first class degree and a                  
concert diploma award for exceptional                        

performance. 

 

Unfortunately, because of the Covid restrictions, much of this has been 
delayed. However, we are delighted to have been able to launch our 
Double Reeds project ‘Reediscovery’ to our Yr7 students.  The scheme 
allows students the opportunity to try out an instrument before the 
chance of a series of free lessons and the use of a school instrument.  

We had some beautiful  performances from our professional oboe and 
bassoon  teacher - Miss Ware-Heine - on the oboe and Peter on the 
bassoon. After this students took part in a Q & A session. 

We now look forward to offering students our Brass and Strings initia-
tives in the Autumn Term.   
 

Caroline Gale, Director Of Music, Head of Creative Arts 
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No other cohort has experienced a year like this: 
the lack of face to face teaching, the constant 
changing of goal posts, the uncertainties and 
anxieties. However, none of that takes away what 
this year group has achieved whilst being at          
County. As you can see from these pictures, they 
have grown from children into young adults - not 
just physically, but mentally and emotionally too. 
As they all come to the end of their time in the 
Main School at Guildford County and as those                     

pressures are lifted, they can start to reflect on the last five years and the things they hold dear. 

The word closure is often associated with the need to resolve a loss or painful feeling. In this context, 
however, we should associate it with managing a difficult event. That event is obviously the difficult        
experiences we have had over the last 16 months. I choose the word ‘difficult’ very carefully. It has not 
been impossible, or unmanageable - just difficult - and Yr11 have all negotiated it admirably. Their Prom 
marked the point when they could have closure on that period and move forward with pride, knowing 

they have 100% earned the results they will receive. 

I have genuinely loved being the Head of Upper School over the last 2 years and I wish Yr11 all the luck 

in the world, whatever it is they go on to do.  
 

Dave Ayres, Acting Head of Upper School 

 

Goodbye Year 11 

Prom - 2021 

 

Farewell and the best of luck, Yr13 . . . we will miss you! 

The  Sixth Form Team 

Photography by James Anthony 
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May your                            
palate                                              
always                                                  
runneth                                                                           
over, Mrs Gibbs! 

Jenny Gibbs has been a superb member of the team at 
County since 2003, teaching literally hundreds of children in 

that time.  Her deeply creative nature, coupled with superb 
levels of organisational skills have helped students to  

make the very best of themselves in their artistic                                      
endeavours.  We will all very much miss Jenny, 

but as the pandemic subsides, we feel sure  

that her appetite for travel will be  

quenched and she will travel  

the world once more.   

We look forward to seeing Jenny 
again in the near future  

and she departs with  

our love and 

affection.  

 In their introductory statements in March of  
last year, Charlie and Esther both said that 
they were ‘committed to keeping music alive 
as best we can during these strange times.’ 
None of us could have predicted the extent 
and impact  of the disruption and dislocation  
that these three lockdowns would have had 
on our ability to perform, or to any form of 
practical music making.  
Yet, somehow, both Charlie and Esther have 
managed to honour this statement in ways 
that perhaps not everyone will be aware of: 
writing praise postcards to celebrate the 
quality of class music notation in Year 7; 
participating in our many lockdown                           
recordings; videoing short speeches as part of 
our work with Music Mark; writing “top tips” on 
how to practise; attending all of our ‘Beyond 
Limits’ instrumental teachers’ zoom concerts, 
where they not only performed, but spoke so 
well about the importance of keeping                     
motivated … and so it went on …. 
Now, as we wish them farewell, we wish them 
every success . We send them on their way  
to University and Music Conservatoire, with all 
of our County musical love - not just for their 
term as Music Ambassadors, but for the last 
seven years of incredible commitment,                  
countless rehearsals and concerts and, of 
course, their loyalty and generosity of spirit.  
 
Music Department  
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Jeanie Pryer Head Girl   James Burch  Head Boy 
Maia Bailey Deputy Head Girl  Josh Kennedy Deputy Head Boy  
Eliza Sutton Deputy Head Girl  Ben Wood  Deputy Head Boy 
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1st Lancaster 

2nd Tudor 

3rd Hanover 

4th York 

5th Stuart  

6th Windsor 

It was lovely to see the return of House 
Athletics. A huge thank you to every 

member of staff who helped on the day 
and to all the students who showed 

such passion and sportsmanship, both 
when competing and                        

cheering on their Houses. A special 
mention goes to Mrs Kirby who led 
Lancaster to victory in her 24th and 

final House Athletics! The introduction 
of the Kirby Cup, which this year was 
awarded to Hanover House, will be a 
long standing reminder of the values 

Mrs Kirby has installed in our students 
across the years … including                        

sportsmanship, excellence and                          
community.  

Chloe Leworthy, Head of Core PE 
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Community 

Excellence 

The Kirby Cup 

House Athletics - 2021 

Photography by James Anthony 
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Sports Ambassadors 2021 - 2022 

A huge thank you to Finley Harvey and Juliette 
Reid for their commitment to the Sports                                  
Ambassadors role over the last year 2020—2021. 
We are now delighted to welcome                                
Sameer Rahman and Chloe Carmichael                      
Parsons to the role for 2021 - 2022. 
 

 

 

Chloe: I have been passionate about sport since 
a young age and have been lucky enough to have 
had many opportunities throughout County to                     
participate in a variety of sports. The school has 
really helped me to improve my ability and fitness. 
My chosen sport is sprinting / athletics and I have 
been able to practice at sports facilities owned by 
the school. I am very excited to take up this role 
and look forward to help motivate other years, 
encouraging them to be involved in many events.  
 

 

 

Sameer:  I’m so excited to represent the school 
as Sports Ambassador for the upcoming year, 
helping to motivate the school teams. I have 
strong leadership skills and can help support the                     
younger years in improving their sporting abilities. 
I play weekly basketball at school with the Sixth 
Form team and consider myself really lucky to 
have such amazing facilities to train in. 

Despite the turbulence of a pandemic, during the 19/20 and 20/21 football seasons, Onslow FC have continued to 
train on the Guildford County School MUGA and play games on the 9v9 and 7v7 pitches at Urnfield (when allowed to 
do so under government guidance. 

Towards the end of May, Onslow U12 team were invited to play in a 'Play on the Pitch' 7-a-side football tournament at 
The Valley Stadium, home of Charlton Athletic. The stadium has a capacity of 27,000 spectators. 

They successfully competed against some strong academies and teams, mainly from London, although one team had 
made the long journey from Bridgend in Wales. Kent Elite Scouting Academy, TDA Academy and Galactico were the 
teams tipped high for victory, but it was Onslow FC who raised the trophy at the end of the day! 

The experience began with a tour of the changing rooms, before the excitement of the players coming out the tunnel 
as their names were announced to the stadium.  

Onslow FC U12 had 3 group matches - winning one 2-1 (Brandan Arkema 2 goals) and drawing 2. They qualified for 
the semi-finals as runners up in their group of 4 teams. 

Their semi-final was versus the winners of the other group - TDA Academy - who had scored 8 goals along the way. It 
went to a penalty shoot-out. Brandan Arkema, Eli Philpott & the goalkeeper (!) stepped up and scored all three                    
penalties to run out 3-2 winners. 

In a tense final versus a talented London side, 'Team Patta FC', Onslow FC scored early on through Ollie Coates. The 
boys then heroically defended the lead until scoring again through a wonder strike from Toby Beight in the final                   
seconds of the match, sealing a 2-0 win.  

The trophy presentation was followed by wild celebrations on the pitch, then two of the players were interviewed over 
the stadium PA system to complete the event. A great experience for the boys and a memorable day for all. 

Community Sporting Success 

Six of the players involved are in Year 7 at Guildford County. 

 

Elijah Philpott, Toby Beight, Brandan Arkema, Zac Davies, 
Oliver Coates, Thomas Holland 
 

Sharon Garner 

Sports & Community Lettings Officer 

01483 504 089 ext: 246 

Wishing all members of the County Community a long, safe and 
sunny summer. Take time for friends and family and enjoy those 
precious moments. See you back at school on Thursday 2nd                               
September.  Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager  

Chloe & Sameer 


