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Enriching Education  
Much is made in the educational 
press of the need to invest in, 
what many call, extra-curricular 
activity. The core and              
foundation subjects form the 
basis of what any school offers 
in terms of educational          
provision, with any other activity 
seen as ‘extra’, with implications 
of not as important at best, or 
not necessary at worst. 

At County we do much to buck 
this trend; we celebrate life   
beyond the classroom, just as 
much as we celebrate academic 
success.  I think upon this       
co-curricular approach as 
providing punctuation to the 
school day, week, term and 
year, and I see evidence of its 
incredibly positive impact, as I 
walk our school every single 
day.  We use co-curricular    
activities to enrich the lives of 
the children that we serve and 
we design a programme of   
activities that sit beautifully 
alongside the more traditional 
timetable; they complement 
lessons, as well as being      
complemented by lessons. 

The first half term of the school 
year is fast paced and exciting, 
but the mood is further          
enhanced by the Sponsored 
Walk. The second half term then 
focuses heavily on preparation 
for Year 11 mock exams, but is 
lightened by House Drama. The 
shorter days of January are 
brightened by House Winter 

Sports and other House        
Activities and so it goes on. 

Never is the importance of        
co-curricular provision more 
evident though, than during 
these final weeks of the         
academic year.  As the        
Leadership Team walk the site 
each day, they continue to 
share with me their incredibly 
positive sense that lessons still, 
quite rightly, retain a sense of 
purpose and progress as we 
approach  full-time on 2019. I 
sincerely believe that much of 
the reason for this is because  
of so much well planned and 
well timed co-curricular work. 

We support our staff and       
children towards a happy and 
successful year end, by skilfully 
weaving enrichment work within 
the traditional curriculum.     
Recent weeks have seen House 
Music, House Public Speaking, 
PSHE Day, the Year 10       
Business Game and Mock   
Wedding, Year 7 Performance 
Poetry, the Inspire Careers Fair, 
House Athletics, the Literary 
Takeover, Geography Coastal 
Fieldwork, to name but a 
few.  All of this leads to, not only 
a productive close to another 
fantastic year at County, but 
also adds to the experience of 
the children, avoiding the   
sometimes citied ‘wind down’ 
that could so easily prevail in a 
school at this time of the year. 

Antonella Bosco-Reid, our   
Deputy Head, leads our        

curriculum development work 
and has already begun a year-
long project to further refine and  
enhance our curriculum offer. 
She is keen that this focuses on 
all dimensions of the curriculum, 
classroom based or                 
otherwise.  This represents a        
strategic commitment by the 
school and the Governors to 
position ourselves as a truly 
forward looking school - a 
school that will deliver a 21st 
century curriculum that enables 
the children to thrive as resilient 
learners, remaing healthy,    
happy and successful.  I, for 
one, am incredibly excited to 
see where this project will lead, 
watching with great interest as 
all activities, delivered as part of 
our curriculum, are sculpted and 
developed. They will all then be 
contributing and significant parts 
of a relevant curriculum,       
befitting of the wonderful       
children that we serve. 

May I take this opportunity to 
thank you all, as parents, carers 
and other stakeholders, for your 
support and encouragement 
over this academic year.  I hope 
that you all have a restful, family 
centred break over the summer 
and I very much look forward to 
seeing you again in September. 

 

 

 

 

Steve Smith, Head of School 
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as Yrs 8 and 9    
embark on a Harry 
Potter Experience 

at the Warner 
Brother Studios 

A ‘fantastic’ Art and English                          
Cross Curricular Trip 
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Every year I find myself in awe at the confidence and assurance displayed by our young 
people. This year proved no exception. We welcomed Dr Mary Mihovilovic - an                   
ex-Headteacher and current course leader for a number of MA in Education programmes at 
St Mary’s University – as our adjudicator. In her feedback to the students, she drew      
attention to the range of subjects spoken about, commenting specifically on the number of 
speeches which focused on issues of social awareness. As a school, we are rightly proud 
that we foster an environment in which students are encouraged to discuss sometimes 
controversial topics in a mutually respectful and supportive way. It is no coincidence that 
almost every visitor to the school comments upon the strong relationships among the  
students and also between staff and students. Our House system is just one way in which 
these relationships are formed and strengthened. 

And so to the competition itself.  We began with the junior competition, with presentations 
on everything from reducing the age of voting, to life on other planets. The winning team 
came from York House, who spoke about the growing problem of mental health among 
young people.  

Next up were the intermediates, again providing us with a range of topics from footballers’ 
wages to the very immediate debate surrounding the question of whether university is really 
a worthwhile investment. Windsor House were the victors this time with their perceptive 
and knowledgeable discussion on the challenges of overpopulation. 

Finally it was time for the senior competition with speeches on media portrayal of crime, 
positive stereotyping and, of course, Harry Solomon’s amazing knowledge of the railway 
systems of the world. Every now and then, however, the competition has moments which 
bring a lump to the throat and a tear to the eye; our final speaker of the day achieved just 
that. Vista Mobarakeh’s heartfelt exposition on her home country of Persia (Iran) made a 
truly memorable ending to a wonderful day and her team (Windsor) was rightly awarded the 
winner’s accolade. 

There were winners, of course, but I would like to express my thanks and admiration to all 
who took part; as Mary herself said, ‘I expect to see many of you going into politics, the law 
or other areas in which you advocate for the rights of those less fortunate and privileged 
than yourselves’ 
             Jane Doar, Lead Practitioner in English 

Our wonderful                                                                                                                                                                          

Sixth Form Adjudicators                                                                                                                                                   

have their work cut out during                                                                                                                               

Yr 7 Performance Poetry 

An awesome    
mix of                   

poignant,         
funny,              

dramatic          
and rhythmic    

entries 
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House Creative Writing 

Joint 1st Place: Lancaster & Tudor 

3rd Place: Hanover 

4th Place: Windsor 
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House Captains Review 

It has been another spectacular House Music             
Competition for Windsor, and we couldn't be more proud 
of each and every student for the work they have put in. 
As House Captains, we'd like to give special mention to 
Sixth Formers William, Iwan, Dagmar, Holly and Matty for 
the grafting day after day to help get Windsor to the level 
we saw in performance. We would also like to say a huge 
congratulations to Olive in Yr9, whose stunning        
performance won the renowned Larson Cup, and to each 
and every person who gave their energy, time and talent 
to helping Windsor achieve first place. This has been a 
perfect start to the House year, along with our recent 
victories in House Public Speaking and the hard work 
currently going into House Art. Hopefully this energy and 
success will bring home results at House Summer Sports 
too.     Ollie and Bethan 

This half term has been very busy with so many 
House Events, such as House Art, House       
Music ,Summer Sports and House Public       
Speaking.                                                                              
We placed 3rd in House Music which is a massive 
achievement for us and rewarded every single 
person’s hard work and commitment. Our House 
Art entry also looks amazing and we hope to win. 
Summer Sports was a tough event and everyone 
really tried their best. We are very proud of         
everyone who took part in any of these House 
events, as we couldn’t have done without you. We 
cannot wait for the Autumn Term to begin and to 
get stuck in again    
    Stella and Harry 

This school year has been great for Tudor, from 
House Drama all the way back in November, to our 
recent major success in House Public Speaking. 
House Music and House Art. House Summer Sports 
will finish off the year, so fingers crossed for a great 
finale. Alex and I were appointed as House Captains 
at Easter and we could not be more grateful for the 
amount of dedication and commitment Tudor House 
members have shown us during this busy term! Thank 
you to all who have taken part in activities, whether it 
was rowing your hardest back in September, or giving 

up your lunchtimes to come to House A                                                                                                                                       
rt – it’s been massively appreciated, and we can’t 
wait to lead the house into the next academic year 
and maybe even bring the cup home!                                
    Emily and Alex 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The final term has been very busy for us. House Music 
has taken up most of our time but there have been other 
events such as House Public Speaking and House Art, 
which have been going on too. Thankfully, we have had 
the help of other people in Stuart, taking the lead in these 
events which has been very helpful. The result of House 
Music was not a bad one, just not the one we wanted. 
We finished in joint second place which was             
disappointing,  but one we can certainly still be proud of. 
It was a brilliant experience as the event really showed 
how talented some of the people are at our school and 
how complicated it can be arranging pieces. It also 
showed how committed everyone is - not only House 
Captains and the rest of the Sixth Form team, but    
everyone involved. Overall, this term has been busy and 
stressful, but also very exciting. Lets see what House 
Summer Sports brings.                    Tom and Elodie 

 

Being House Officers has been a great      
experience for Madiha and me. We loved 
how enthusiastic other Sixth Formers were to 
help organise our House activities, like 
House Music. It went fantastically, with all 
House members joining in with the House 
Song, and the talented perfomers playing in 
our other pieces. The enthusiasm towards 
House Sports could also be felt throughout 
the whole House with every participant giving 

their all. 

Overall we want to thank every House    
member, pupil and staff, for making this a 

great year (so far)!  Jamie and Madiha 

What a busy term it has been! Not only have we 
had one of County’s biggest events, House Music, 
but we’ve also seen House Public Speaking take 
place. We are so proud of everyone who took part 
in Lancaster’s House Music performance this year. 
Four weeks was a very short time to prepare our 
pieces, but with everyone’s help and effort we 
pulled off a brilliant performance. We have to thank 
our Lancaster Sixth Form team who helped us to 
lead the rehearsals and arrange the pieces. We are 
very excited to complete our House Art canvas this 
week and to take part in the competitions that are 
coming up, particularly House Athletics which we 
placed second in last year and hope to do even 
better in this year!                                                                        
          Billy and Hora 

Images featured below are the House Art entries from Summer 2018 



 

 

 

Adjudicator: Mick Foster 

 

Jazz Saxophonist 

Session Musician 

Composer 

Professor @ Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama,  

Trinity Laban College 

For ‘a varied and musically strong programme  
with textural colour, maturity and some sophisticated arranging’ 

1st  - Windsor 
2nd - Tudor & Stuart  - Joint 

3rd - York 
All marks were added up to gain the overall House placement 
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Individual Results: 

 

 

Winning House Song : Windsor 

Winning House Comperes: York  

Winning House Programme Design: Windsor 

Sixth Form Conducting Prize: Hanover  

Classical Award:  Stuart House, String Ensemble  

Accompaniment Prize: Tudor House, Mia Cliff, Kit  

Arrangement Prize: Stuart House ‘Love on Top’ 

Most Promising Instrumental Award: York House: Emma Iwata-Inns 

Instrumental Award: Stuart House: Cameron Bahmaie  

Most Promising Singer Award: Lancaster House, Joel Baine 

Larson Cup for Singing: Windsor House, Olive Wickham 

Outstanding Award: Stuart House, Jim Goss 

Department Award: Lancaster House, Seth Pannifer 

Further Commendations also awarded, with a special mention to  

Thomas Rowles Yr7, Nerys Hall Yr9, Ben Francis Yr10, Oz Cliff, Yr12   
Caroline Gale, Director of Music 
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The pupils and staff of Guildford County School were treated 

to an inspirational talk by author, film maker and adventurer, 

Matt Dickinson on Monday, 8th July. He has travelled to the 

summit of Everest and to Antarctica, and the three talks he 

gave were illustrated with some wonderful pictures of cold, 

high and dangerous places.  One was left with the question – 

why go to these places?  For Matt Dickinson, he was inspired 

as a child by tales of the Himalayan adventurers.  He also told 

us about whale spume (very smelly), problems in the        

Himalayas with rubbish and about the loads the porters carry 

for a low wage. He has written both fiction and non-fiction and  

it is obvious that these stories are strongly influenced by his         

experiences. It was a wonderful day, which culminated in Matt 

presenting pupils from Years 8 and 9 with prizes for creative 

writing.  

There is much research into the ideas of promoting reading 

for pleasure, and to be inspired by a published author is just 

one way of doing that.  We have had a discussion at school in 

recent weeks regarding the differences between reading for 

pleasure and literacy.  Reading for pleasure can be regularly 

observed in the Library, when a pupil comes in, picks up a 

book or magazine and voluntarily reads for a short period of 

time, often oblivious to all around.  A pupil that does this is 

more likely to widen their horizons (like Matt Dickinson). They 

may develop more empathy, if a book is shared. Talking 

about a book can prompt opinions to be discussed, thus   

developing an ability to review and listen to others.  There are 

a number of reports which suggest that those with better 

reading stamina and a broad breadth to their reading, perform 

better in all subjects.   

To successfully encourage reading for pleasure is in itself 

enjoyable. Some of the suggestions that can be made are: 

I would like to offer a challenge to every family for the       

Summer Holidays … for everyone to enjoy one book or   

magazine in any format over the next six weeks.  To hear of 

successful titles in the Autumn would be a joy and we could 

start to build up a family recommendation book list.  Do not 

forget that the subscription to ‘The Day’ will continue 

over the summer and this can be accessed by all our 

pupils by using the username: guildfordcounty19 and the   

password: theday at the website  https://theday.co.uk/ .   

Book       

Signing 
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 To listen to audio books  as a family - perhaps on 

long journeys - discuss the characters and          

sometimes predict the next chapter or two.   

 To share books which you, as an adult, have         

enjoyed, perhaps by reading to or with your child. As 

an adult, allow your child to recommend books to 

you.   

 Keep searching for types of book to suit your       

children.  There are so many genres and sub-genres 

out there, that eventually one will come to the fore. 

 

Many thanks for you and your 
team's support!  

All of our students and     
teachers had a wonderful time 

in your school; it will be a 
great memory! 

I am looking forward to      
working with your team again 

soon! 

All the best, 

Sunny 

Lia Campbell, Lettings Officer 
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https://theday.co.uk/
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Lancaster Clinches Victory 

Results: 

 1st Lancaster 964 

 2nd Windsor 926 

 3rd Tudor 916 

 4th Stuart 888 

 5th York 880 

 6th Hanover 710 
 

Another great year for the Guildford 
County Summer Athletics            

competition. Congratulations to our 
overall winners, Lancaster. This year 
was particularly exceptional, with a 

total of 17 school records being 
broken; a huge achievement            

by our students.  

We also saw the introduction of 2 
new awards, The girls and boys 
performances of the day. For the 
girls, this was awarded to Lalita 

O'Mahoney in 8L, who stormed to 
comfortable wins in the 800 metres 

and 1500 metres, smashing the 
1500 metres record in the process. 

For the boys, it was Hector Adams in 
7L, breaking three school records 
in the high jump, 150 metres and 

shot put.  

Congratulations to all                  
students involved in such a fantastic 

day!   
Dave Ayres, Head of PE 

Thank you so much to all the students who worked 

tirelessly to look after the Spectrum Centre.  The 

staff from the Centre commented on the level of 

care and tidiness that the students exhibited all 

day. Well done GCS!  
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‘People don’t take trips, trips take people’ 

John Steinbeck 

Wye Again! 

I loved doing the Egg Drop Challenge because it 
was great to see all the different designs. Feeling 

the build up of tension, as they were dropped out of 
the window, was fun, as well as amusing  to unpack 

so many broken eggs!  I also really enjoyed the 
walk because the scenery was beautiful - a really 

enjoyable weekend.  Freya Cook, 7L. 

 

DoE Silver Expedition 

#GCSSilverPeaks2019 

All completed! 

A big well done is required, as 

well as, quite possibly, a hot bath 

Yr10 Geographers go to Hayling Island 

Investigating 

coastal       

processes 

and          

management  

Beach Profiling 

 

Your Carriage Awaits! 

After a long wait The Matrix 
Competition winners got their 
reward, - a stretched limo ride 

with Steve and Anna from Matrix 
to London Westfield, There we 

were met by the rest of the Matrix 
team. Each student received £50 
to spend as they wished, whilst 
thinking carefully about why and 
how the products were designed 
and manufactured. They were 
also treated to a lunch at Pizza 

Express. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the well-earned VIP experience, after 
the  hours of product development and carefully orchestrated 

presentations. Infact the students so impressed the Matrix team 
that all six finalists were awarded the VIP day. They now also look 

forward to visiting the Matrix head office in London, where the 
winners will get the chance to realise their products. 

A big thank you to Angus, Steve and all at Matrix - also to Mr Smith, 
Mrs Bosco-Reid, Miss Hambleton, and Miss Bradley without whom 

this wouldn't have been possible. 
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Inspire 2019 

GCS Community  Careers Fair 
 

This Community event - totally           
dependant on the goodwill and           
volunteering spirit of our parents, friends, 
local businesses and educational        
establishments - filled our Main Hall with 
a definite and purposeful buzz.  

From concept to fruition, our newly 
formed Community Events Team 
worked with commitment and drive, to 
make sure all Yr10 & 12 students had an 
INSPIRING afternoon. 

36 stand holders took time out of their 
workplace to share their knowledge,   
wisdom and advice with our body of  
students, before 14 went on to further  
deliver a more specialist presentation.  

Many thanks and much appreciation to all 

involved. Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 
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On Friday July 5th, the whole of Yr10 competed in this 
year’s Country Business Game in the Main Hall. 
Split into three teams of nine from each 
House, alongside thirty of our guests from China, the 
morning was spent taking part in a role play            
simulation, learning about all aspects of business. The 
teams formed a company, allocated director            
responsibilities and then set about the tasks. 
The companies were to provide a range of promotional 
materials for a charity - they had to produce prototypes, 
negotiate orders, procure materials, manufacture and 
sell items such as booklets, Christmas cards, fold-up 
money boxes and origami gifts. They also had to   
create poster and radio advertising. This required the 
students to develop leadership, marketing, accounting, 
design and crafting skills, but above all, teamwork. 
Watching the teams go through the phases of      
Storming – whilst they struggled with roles and the 
task, Norming - as they figured out how to work     
efficiently - then Performing, was a delight. As one of 
our visiting business mentors commented, ‘suddenly 
out of nowhere, without me suggesting it, a production 
line appeared’. Each team had a mentor to whom we 
are very thankful for giving their time to help.    
In the afternoon the teams made a Dragons’ Den 
Presentation to our visiting business people to win the 
contract to supply promotional material to a Theme 
Park. They had to demonstrate what they had learned 
about managing projects, quality and deadlines. In 
typical Dragons’ Den style there were some tough 
questions particularly about the finances, but the level 
of learning from the morning was impressive.  
Well done to all the students who, as one of our visiting 
mentors said, “all found their role, the thing they could 
take charge of and be responsible for the quality of 
even those who took a while to engage with the 
task”.                 Adam Daniels, Head of Business & Economics 

 

What transferrable skills do you have? 

On the evening of 4th July 2019 at Royal             
Holloway, University of London, twelve Yr8         
Scientists (4 teams) entered the annual                
Inter-School STEM Challenge,  organised by             
Soroptomist International. The Challenge brief was 
to ‘create a solution to help people in the poorest 
parts of our world’, and the girls worked hard in 
small groups to research, design, plan and model 
their ideas. 

The winning entry was ‘Get Cool’ Evaporation 
Fridge by Neve Howson and Anna McKinney 

Second place also went to ‘Go Green’ Water      
Filtration Garden by Freya Bridge, Chloe Cox, 
Isabelle Hyne and Rose Godfrey. Really fantastic!  
Kim Tooley & Rosie Duffin, Science  

Yr8 Girls Secure 1st & 2nd place in STEM  
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Sana and Sophie’s      
guidance made sure 

that the afternoon 
ran smoothly       

without a hitch.              

  Thank you! 
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Yr10 Philosophy & Ethics 
Mock 

Weddings 
This year, our Yr10 

Philosophy & Ethics 
students again        
successfully            

organised two ‘mock 
weddings’ for their 

peers. These events 
are produced entirely 

by the students,     
provided only with a 
venue and a ’pretend 

vicar’ to help them 
with the ceremony.    

In workshops, aided 
by the Matrix Trust, 

the students learned 
about wedding        

ceremonies, both    
historic and present 

day, and they          
explored the different 

beliefs concerning 
marriage.  

The students created 
two incredible       

weddings this year! If 
only all celebrations 

were as easy to       
organise.  

Milo Bellamy, P&E 

 So Long, Farewell ... 
Year 13 Leavers Dinner 

On Friday 28th June we held our  
annual Leavers’ Dinner. It was a 
fabulous evening, filled with food, 

fun and friendship. We are so 
proud of this wonderful year group 

and it has been a delight seeing 
them grow over the past 7 years. 
We look forward to celebrating A 
level results with them in August! 

Helen Nurton, Head of Sixth Form 
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For the last few months we have been 
putting together a plan - how to help the 
homeless in Guildford. Our group        
decided to aid people by creating care 
packages, which meant that 15 people 
would benefit in one way or another. The 
students that assisted in this project were 
Ysobel, Mia, Charlie, Sergio, Aimee and 
Grace.  

On PSHE day, our group got together to 
create the boxes and then we took them 
to Guildford Action, who were very happy 
with all our work and the useful items. 
We also need to say a huge thank you to 
Mrs Simmonds, Miss Macadam, Mrs 
Bosco-Reid and Danny from Matrix. They 
all helped us in our quest to help the   
less fortunate people living on the streets 
of Guildford 

I want to do this project again and a 
dream of mine is to make it my job. I 
think all my peers will agree with me 
about the importance of helping others. 
Aimee Austin Jones 8L 

Delivering  
Care Packages 

 to  
Guildford Action 
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 On 27th June Yr12 Physics students attended a Nuclear Physics          

Masterclass at Surrey University. The day involved using and building 
LEGO towers to understand nuclear isotopes and how much energy is 
contained within them. They then used Einstein's famous equation              
E = mc2 to calculate exactly how much energy was given out in nuclear 
decay and nuclear collisions between particles. After lunch, the students 

worked in the Radiation Laboratory, where they got to work with 
radioactive 2p coins, analysing their decay processes into more 
stable atoms, once again identifying the energies emitted from the 
coins. Then, at the end of the day, they got to see and taste ice 
cream made with liquid nitrogen! The masterclass was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the students and it gave them an insight into what they 
will be studying in their second year of A level.  
                                                     Elliot Fabian, Physics 
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Many thanks to all those 
who took part in the 2018/19 
100 Club, raising £625 towards the 
Sports Hall Appeal. We had nine 
different winners across our three 
draws.  The winning numbers were: 
Autumn Draw: 1st Prize (£50): 35; 2nd Prize 
(£25): 99; 3rd Prize (£15): 11 
Spring Draw: 1st Prize: 71; 2nd Prize: 22; 3rd 
Prize: 31 
Summer Draw: 1st Prize: 5; 2nd Prize: 40; 3rd 
Prize: 42 
The 100 Club will be taking a rest next year, but 
you can still support the school by buying tickets 
from the Guildford Lottery, where you can win up 
to £25,000: 

https://www.guildfordlottery.org/support/friends-
of-guildford-county-school 
Thank you for all your generous support with this 
year's fundraising efforts. 

To dear GCS Staff for 
responding so efficiently 

to requests for tales of             
adventure; to parents for      

wishing to share the magical     
journey with us; to our in-house     

photographer, James Anthony, for 
recording special moments in         
glorious technicolour; to our           

wonderful students for grasping each 
opportunity with a whole heart and 
endless amounts of County Spirit  - 

thank you, thank you, thank you  - 
thank you for providing all that is  

necessary to produce a portrait of this 
vibrant and outstanding academic 

year. Lesley Nicole, Community Arts  

 

100 Club From the Editor 

Wishing you all a very long, 

sunny and safe summer.         

https://www.guildfordlottery.org/support/friends-of-guildford-county-school
https://www.guildfordlottery.org/support/friends-of-guildford-county-school

