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Spring is a season                           
traditionally overflowing 
with ideas and                               
symbolism of                                
rejuvenation. It is a                     
transitional time which 
invites us all to ‘spring 
clean’. Whilst that is         
perhaps a rather well-
worn cliché, this year -                       
perhaps more than                      
others - it feels even 
more apt to ‘dust off the 
cobwebs’ and breathe 
new life into our               
everyday routines,                    
especially as we                     
welcome the return to 
full school life.   

Like many, I have come 
to really value my daily 
walking time, not just 
because I can be                     
outside amongst trees - 
which I love - but                     
because this affords me 
the space and time to 
think away from a 
screen. On a recent 
walk, I started to reflect 
on an article that a                 
colleague had shared 
recently; it reminded us 
of the importance of not 
calling today’s children  

the ‘Covid Generation’ 
but rather to call  them 
‘The Remarkables’ 
This is indeed the 
‘remarkable’                    
generation. They have 
had to be adaptable, 
independent, flexible, 
creative, patient and, 
above all, resilient.   
This is also true of our 
wider County colleagues 
and community; all have 
rallied to support, deliver 
and help create as 
seamless a flow of 
learning as                   
possible, whist we have 
yo-yoed between                      
remote and face-to-face                     
provision. We have all 
had to learn to                            
re-orchestrate, re-think 
and re-adjust to different 
learning and teaching 
environments. However, 
whilst the challenges 
have been many, the 
County spirit and culture 
of giving, creating  and 
succeeding has                    
peppered and                          
percolated its way 
through every facet of 
school life. It has been 

nothing short of                        
humbling.                                                                                                                    

Spring is the promise 
that everything can 
begin again.  It’s a           
season of renewal and, 
as the mornings and 
evenings become                  
lighter, this really does 
feel true.  As we face                     
forward, we seek to                    
re-establish our rhythm 
… not only with renewed 
energy and positivity, 
but with a real  ‘spring in 
our step’. 

As the excitement and 
‘buzz’ of everyday         
learning and performing 
fills our corridors once 
again, so does our                      
desire to re-ignite and         
re-fresh. Perhaps this 
spring also brings a                      
different sense of                      
purpose, a new                         
perspective and a                        
re-awakening of                      
awareness, support and 
gratitude.  

# wearecounty  
 

Caroline Gale,  

Director of Music, 

Head of Creative Arts 

Spring brings the promise of a new beginning . . . 
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Adapting to the new way of working 

 

For most, lockdown has been a long period of enforced time away from 
Guildford County School, but this week we're finally getting back to where 
we should be. The past year has been a time of so many ups and downs 
for everyone and hopefully now, we can start to see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. It has required us all to adapt the way we live our daily lives and 
I'm personally very proud of the way Windsor House students and all the 
students at GCS have adapted to remote and blended learning alongside 
their home lives. 

Adaption is not a new concept and is something humans, flora and fauna 
do all the time. I was enthralled with the Chris Packham "Animal Einsteins" 
programme on BBC2 recently, as he introduced the intelligence and              
adaptability of the corvidae. Corvidae is a cosmopolitan family of birds that 
contains crows, ravens, rooks, jackdaws, jays, magpies and others. They 
are more commonly known to us as the crow family or corvids and there 
are over 120 species around the world. Over time they have adapted to 
their environments, not only to make the best of their situation, but to thrive. 

Probably the best example of this is the New Caledonian 
Crow. Situated 900 miles off the east coast of Australia, 
the remote Pacific Island of New Caledonia is home to 
these clever birds, who have adapted to survive in this   
extreme environment. They are able to complete tasks 
using tools (a stick in their beak) and at two years of age, 
they have learned to craft hooked sticks, to fish out their 
favourite food of juicy grubs. They are the only non-human 
beings that can make a hooked tool in the wild.  

Although I am not expecting Windsor, or any other                     
students, to do this on their return to school, I hope and am 
confident that everyone will quickly and successfully adapt 
to any changes that are now in place and get back to our 
daily County business. I for one, cannot wait for the                        
continuation of House activities and competitions.                       
Whatever our students are looking forward to most, I                     
encourage them to make the most of every aspect of their 
remaining time at County, whether they're in Windsor 
House or any other House, and to thrive in as many areas 
as possible. I wish you all every success during the coming 
months.  
Best wishes, 

Jonathan Thorpe  

Head of Windsor House 
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 After a fantastic three 

weeks of House Fitness, I 
can officially announce 
that Tudor won the                        
competition with a brilliant 
2090 km travelled!                   
Congratulations to Tudor 
House on their victory! 
However, a big well done 
to everyone that                         
competed, with the overall 
school distance covered 
hitting a huge 9749 km 
This was a great effort 
from all involved and a 
special thank you to the 
House Captains who 
helped promote the event; 
this led to hundreds of 
students throughout the 
school taking part and 
getting active. 
Chloe Leworthy,                          
Physical Education 

From 15th February - 8th March, Guildford County 
had a House Walking/Running Competition that 
was recorded on Strava. It was very enjoyable, 
as it not only made you stand up and stretch your 
muscles but gave you an opportunity to be    
sportive in these odd times. I managed to cover 
about 163 km during this competition, walking 
and exploring beautiful places with my family. My 
aim had been to walk every day and get sportive 
during the Half Term holiday. Also, I was trying to 
beat my tutor’s - Mr Brook- score, but it was not 
so easy!  

Some people reckon that running/walking is                 
boring and children suppose that it’s an adult 
thing. Believe me, I thought so too! However, if 
you choose different places to walk every time 
and listen to your favourite audible book or music 
whilst walking, it can be fun. You just need to find 
a way to make it interesting. In my opinion we all 
worked very hard and helped our health a lot. I 
hope there will be more opportunities like this. 
Daria Rudovskaia  Yr7 

Daria is going to be awarded a £10 book 
voucher for her exceptional effort! 

Getting fit in glorious surroundings! 
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Guildford County 
School alumnus,                       
Catherine Clapp, is 
shortly to depart the 
Canary Islands for a 
3000 mile charity row 
across the Atlantic 
Ocean, in aid of                      
International Justice 
Mission (IJM). Leaving 

County for a Geography degree at Leeds and now a                       
practising lawyer, Catherine is taking on this challenge to 
support a charity close to our hearts and to which we                          
donated over £3000 last year, as a part of our Sixth Form 
Charity Week. 

To find out more about the work of IJM, please watch 
this short video: https://youtu.be/wKXSKJrOxbI  

To find out more about the challenge itself, please visit: 
https://www.rowtorescue.com/ 

To donate to Catherine’s JustGiving page, please visit: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
catherinewithers 

Also on Instagram @rowtorescue 

 

We are                               

delighted to be 

supporting                

young                            

entrepreneurs 

in our                             

wider                           

community                   

Firefly                          

Tech                                  
from the RGS                                                 

Have a look                         

at their                                

innovative idea!                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Charity Masks to Help Struggling Fa
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These masks are being made      

locally for charity - requesting £5        

donation per mask -  to help                     

support families in Equador. They 

include a HEPA filter for added                      

protection, a nose bridge to help                  

prevent glasses steaming up, as well 

as soft ear loops. 50 fabric choices! 

Contact 

lee.carol.23@gmail.com 

for more information 

 

Are there other ways I can help financially? 
Please donate to Guildford's Salvation Army, who have been providing huge 
amounts of food to us over the 31 weeks that we have run this scheme. 

We are incredibly grateful for their generosity and flexibility in helping us with 
this, and if you feel able, we encourage you to donate what you can to support 
their ongoing work.  Donations can be made                                                                                      
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/guildfordsalvationarmy 

As school slowly returns and  the excited voices 
of students fill the corridors, we would like to 
thank all those in our community who have 

given time and provisions to help make                                        

The Great County Food Drop                     
the huge success it has been. It has been truly                   
humbling seeing the ‘generosity of spirit lived 

out in the community each week’                                                 
Jack Houghton, Head of  Lower School 

https://youtu.be/wKXSKJrOxbI
https://www.rowtorescue.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/catherinewithers
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/catherinewithers
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/guildfordsalvationarmy
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We are delighted to  

report on our present series  

of Instrumental Teachers’ Zoom  

Concerts ‘Beyond Limits’. 

Our focus is to provide families and  

family friends the opportunity to join us  

and celebrate some solo student  

performances in a very informal setting. 

Our first took place on Thursday 25th Feb  

and featured the piano students of Gillian  

Young. Then, on Tuesday 2nd March, it was  

the turn of some of the drum kit students of  

Ben Smith. The third concert is now coming up  

on March 18th, featuring the talents of Rebecca  

Griffith’s flute students. 

We are grateful to our Sixth Form Music  

Ambassadors, Charlie and Esther for arranging and  

attending these concerts.  

They commented:  

‘It was brilliant to finally hear some live playing again; we’re very 
happy to have provided the opportunity for so many students to        
perform the pieces that they have been working on at home.   

Motivation to keep playing has, no doubt, been tough for lots of         
musicians over the last year, so it’s great to hear the results of the 
effort that everyone has managed to put in on their own; this will 
definitely pay off when we’re all able to make music together 
again!’ 
Charlie Payne & Esther Manze, Music Ambassadors 

  
 

I remember watching the two Lucas, Alfie Reeves and James Lawson first play together at County's KS3 concert in 2015.  Fast forward 6 years and their passion 
for music and performing is as strong as ever.  Last Friday, their band, TRIBE, put on their second livestream performance to showcase their new EP 'New 
Life'.  Luca Mo and Luca Crosta share vocals, Mo is on keys and Crosta drums.  Add to that the spine tingling guitar playing of Alfie 
Reeves and their music is really, really impressive.  With big sounds 'Shining a Light' and beautiful melodies 'December', every one of the 
9 songs has it's own unique vibe.  I have loved watching their livestreams and following them on social media through lockdown, but what I 
really can't wait for is to be at the front of a stage watching them perform live.  If you haven't listened to them, I really recommend you do. 

 

Take some time out to enjoy this playlist, selected by 
our GCSE Music and A’Level Music and Music                   
Technology students. These tracks kept them going  
through some challenging times and provided much 
needed escape. 

So from them to you … 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1FJF8oTRidzFLhMYWiXd4I?si=q5Z7FZBhSaqIHat6Sk-RCg  

 

Caroline Gale, Director of Music, Head of Creative Arts 

Militsa Mashanovich Yr13 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1FJF8oTRidzFLhMYWiXd4I?si=q5Z7FZBhSaqIHat6Sk-RCg
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Using Context Successfully 
Welcome back to “How to Revise English” – this month we’ll be looking at how to 
use context successfully within your English Literature responses. All of the ideas 
explained below can be found in the following text “You can’t revise for GCSE            

English! Yes you can and Mark Roberts shows you how” by Mark Roberts. 

 

What exactly is ‘context’? 
In simple terms, context is the background to the text that you’re studying.                       
Typically, when we talk about the context of a novel, play or poem we focus on 

things like: 

 When the text was written. 

 The importance of the setting. 

 What society was like at that time (historical events, attitudes to     
religion and science, political movements, gender relations etc). 

 The writer’s background and influences. 

 How other writers from the genre may have affected the writing of the 
text. 

 The significance of the writer’s other works. 

 For plays, how different versions have been performed. 

Where most students go wrong with context 
When it comes to context, there’s a fine line between too little and too much. If you don’t understand important background information, 
you won’t really understand the text. But if you write too much about background, you can drift away from the text itself, and fail to                   

answer the question properly. Based on my experience and exam-board feedback, here’s what can go wrong when it comes to context. 

Writing about context: 7 common mistakes to avoid 

 

 Not including any context 

 Too much context. 

 Mixing up historical events or periods. 

 Vague references to the past. 

 Missing opportunities to write about genre or themes. 

 Generalisations and simplifications. 

 “Bolt on” context that isn’t linked to themes, language or the question. 
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Context issues and my proposed solutions 

 

Not including any context – If you find yourself with big context gaps in your essays, go back to 
your exploded quotations and add relevant context on your flashcards. Use your class notes if                   

necessary. 

 

 

Too much context – Look carefully at the balance of the paragraphs you write as part of your                   
revision. You’ll need to spend most of your time looking at the presentation of key characters and 
themes, as well as analysing language. If too much of your paragraph is context-based then it will 
read more like a History essay than an English essay. Your analysis must make up the bulk of your 

response. 

 

 

Mixing up historical events or periods- if you struggle with remembering key periods, make   
yourself a timeline, which can be added to your retrieval practice. Add in key events and when they 

happened, alongside key events from your studied text – perhaps add them in two separate colours.  

 

 

Vague references to the past – Practice writing sentences that make it clear which period you’re 
referring to – for example: in the Jacobean period….. – Ensure your timeline reflects the more                   

complicated historical context of some texts. 
 

 

Missing opportunities to write about genre or recurring themes – dedicate part of your revision 
schedule to learning about genre (Gothic for J&H), then practicing applying these ideas to your          

analysis of exploded quotations on your flashcards. 

 

 

Generalisations and simplifications – Make sure your statements are carefully phrased. Don’t 
assume that people from a particular time all acted and thought alike. Relate your analysis to the 
rules of the time – what were the social rules governing men? What were the rules for the poor? 
What was the general attitude towards the rich? And think of things in terms of power – Who had 

power at the time? Who had no power? 

 

 

“Bolt-on” context that isn’t linked to themes, language or the question – As far as examiners 
are concerned, this is the most common context mistake of all. But what do we mean by “bolt-on”? 
When we make a machine, we screw on different parts, bolting separate bits on as we go. When 
students use bolt-on 2 context, it means that they are adding it on at the end, without carefully                  
linking it to themes, language or the question. Paragraphs in English aren’t machines! They need all 
of the elements to be woven together, like a wooden basket, rather than sticking separate sections 
on at the end. As part of your revision, you need to work on making sure your context fits with the 

other parts of your analysis.  

Top Five to Thrive: 
 As part of your revision, 

consider the different types 
of context you can use. 

 Think about what context 
will be relevant to which 
questions. 

 Make sure you have the 
right balance: avoid              
including too much or too 
little context. 

 Improve your knowledge of 
the time periods, and genre 
tropes, to avoid incorrect 
or vague statements. 

 Practice writing paragraphs 
– using lesson examples as 
models – to ensure your 
context blends in smoothly 
with your analysis. 
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 Usually, it’s against the   
beautiful white stone nave of 
Guildford Cathedral that our 
annual prize-winners (Yr7 to 
Yr13) are treated to a                
fanfare of brass, heralding 
their outstanding attitude 
and achievements. 

Obviously, this year had to 
be different … but, in true 
County spirit, the creativity 
shone through, with the    
endeavour, resilience and 
positivity of our students 
being celebrated virtually. 

Our whole school                              
community is certainly just 
as proud of this year’s 300+ 
prize-winners, as ever    
before. 

You most certainly are                   

‘The Remarkables’,                   
by name and by the proof of 
your success. 

Well done to each and every 
one of you.  

Nicolas Gruter Yr12 
Most Improved Student 

Sam Cieslik Yr8 
Technology & Music 

Here are just a few of 
our worthy recipients; 

we look forward to                 
receiving all of your  

photos and being able to 
share and                    

appreciate many of your 
book choices in our      
April newsletter. 

Eleanor Daniels Yr11 
Further Maths & Drama 

Harry Taylor Yr13 
Computer Science 
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The Amazon Prime Film Radioactive reflects upon the life of 
Manya Sklodowska and the critical role she played in the discovery 
of radioactivity, in particular the elements of polonium and radium.  

Through the story of her life, superbly acted by Rosamund Pike, we 
learn that she was frequently rejected for funding due to her gender, 
until she entered into a partnership with Pierre Curie, whom she 
later married, and gained fame as Marie Curie. Pierre and Marie                        
continued to work together, and were awarded the Nobel Prize for  
Physics in 1903. However, as a woman, Marie was not allowed to 
collect it and was furious when Pierre accepted it on behalf of them 
both.  

Soon afterwards, Pierre, whilst     
becoming increasingly sick with 
anaemia, as a result of his research 
and work with radioactive materials, 
was trampled to death by a horse.            
Marie initially dismissed concerns 
that her elements were toxic, but she 
had to accept the connection, as                      
increasing numbers of people were 
dying from serious health conditions 
after exposure to radioactivity. 

Depressed, she began an affair with 
her colleague Paul Langevin and 
when the French press learned 
about it, they published the                          
details. As a result, she was then 
harassed by xenophobic mobs for 
both her infidelity and Polish origins. 

She did, however, later receive the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 
1911. 

Towards the end of the film, in 1914, we see Marie working                    
alongside her daughter, Irene, who had become a doctor. Irene                    
convinced Marie to set up an x-ray unit for French soldiers on the 
Western front, scanning the injured servicemen. This was used to                   
assess potentially broken bones, whereas before, amputation was 
the only option.  Marie’s daughter and husband went on to                   
discover artificial radioactivity in 1935 and they also received the 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 

Whilst many films have flashbacks, this film is unusual in that it                    
regularly takes us forward in time to see the implications of the   
Curies’ work - from the treatment of cancer patients, to the effect of 
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as the                   
explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in 1986.  

Through the film we appreciate how Marie Curie was undoubtedly 
inspirational in her pioneering work and the role model that she has                
provided for women in science ever since.  

I would definitely recommend watching this film, as it was an                       
insightful, but also fascinating lens into the life of one of the most 
celebrated scientists of her era. 

‘Reel’ Value 

‘Lockdown’ Favourites 
Thank you to Olivia Brooks 

for this recommendation. 

Marie Curie - a Nobel Prize winner and inspiration to women in science to this day  

 

An                            

inspiration                  

during  

 lockdown !                    
 

Radio 
Garden 

Do you enjoy that feeling of adrenaline when a local radio 
blares out an unfamiliar language? You may have just 
arrived somewhere slightly outside your comfort zone … 
but it’s also exciting, and the local voices                             
immediately provide a sense of place. 

So … if rock music in Romania, talk radio in Taipei, or local 
gossip in Guadalajara evokes a feeling of escapism, then 
Radio Garden could be a new app for you?  

Particularly at this moment in time, when foreign                 
adventures seem like distant memories, and the                   
experience of savouring cultural differences first hand feels 
far off, why not indulge in some virtual and                     
unquestionably sustainable globe trotting. 

Radio Garden is a free downloadable app, which               
allows immediate access to 30,000 plus local radio                   
stations, simply by spinning the globe and zooming in on 
an area which interests.  

Whether you are a                    
geography guru, a lover of            
languages or a musical        
minstrel, this is a                
fascinating way of exploring 
different regions of the world 
by dipping ‘live’ into their 
cultures. As one of the app’s 

founders, Jonathan Pucky, said, 
‘radio stations have fixed                
locations and are therefore                   
regional in nature … and radio is 
always at its best when it                    
represents local tastes and                     
cultures’ 

Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 
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 Julie Phillips, Sixth Form Faculty Coordinator 
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As part of the 10
th
 National Careers Week, which ran from 1

st
- 6

th
 

March, students were sent daily emails outlining certain career           
sectors, including Engineering, Public Services, Creative, Sciences 
and Business. The emails contained detailed information on some 
of the potential roles available in each sector and the skills required 
to work in them. There were also links to specific websites,                  
providing further information and details on routes that students 
can take to gain entry to the various professions - either by going to 
University, via an Apprenticeship or other training. We hope to 
make these available on the school website shortly. There are also 
other useful resources created for the week that we plan to share 
with students as part of their further careers education.  

Virtual Work Experience  
Last year I wrote a piece on the 
importance of Work Experience 
and whilst it is still not possible to 
do in person currently, there are a                     
number of opportunities and                       
providers offering virtual work                      
experience, which in some cases 
are open for those aged from 13 
and upwards, so there is nothing 
at all to stop younger students 
also exploring their opportunities, 
the world (from home) is their 
oyster! 
Work experience is an important 
feature of any university,          
apprenticeship, or job application. 
It is a fantastic way to learn about 
a job or an area of work. Students 
can use skills that they might not 
even know they have or develop 
new skills that will help them to 
work better with other people now 
and in the future. Meaningful work 
placements help to build upon 
skills and can aid in choosing the 
right career. 
See the coloured panels featured 
for some of the current virtual 
Work Experience opportunities        
available: 

Virtual work experience programs are being offered in a huge 
number of professions – Fashion, Veterinary, Engineering, Banking, 
Graphic Design, Finance, Dentistry, Hospitality, Law, TV and Film, plus 
more. The next planned programs will run from 6th and 16th April. 
Search here. 

Some of the programs close for applications on 12th March, however, 
future dates will continue to be released going forward, there are 
so many options! 

Springpod also offer informative Insight Days.  

It is free and easy to sign up and apply for programs where students 
can engage with some of the UKs most sought-after employers. 

Research Work Placements  
SATRO are looking for students passionate in one or more of the 
following subjects - Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths and                  
related subjects e.g. Design, Environment, Geography and Psychology 
to spend some of Summer 2021 working with one of our research                    
partners to produce an innovative research project related to the                     
applications and use of STEM. It is free to participate in this                                     
programme. The work will be completed at home and projects           
presented back to the provider for judging.  

Applications for the placements close on 31st March 2021 and they 
will need to be supported by a teacher. More information can be 
found here. 

 

 

 

Online Architecture and                   
Design Work Experience 

  

The Design Work Experience:  
This experience is made up of 
two tasks, the first to make you 
familiar with SketchUp and the 
second to design a house for a 
celebrity.  

The Technical Work Experience: 
The newest work experience task 
is to design and construct a                           
new-build contemporary                    
extension using Revit.  

Both opportunities can be found 

here. 

 Dates for the Diary: 

 

Thu Mar 18 Yr7 Parents Eve 

Thu Mar 25 Yr8 Parents Eve 

Thu Apr 01 Easter Holidays 
  School Closes 12:00 
 

Mon Apr 19 School Returns 
  Summer Term 

https://www.springpod.co.uk/find-work-experience/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cKT-EcWf8TZHcntaypDd6YKinV4Av706/view
https://workexperience.hfm.co.uk/

