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March 2022 

Spring in the school 
year always feels full 
of contradictions. 
Over the last few 
weeks we have    
enjoyed some                 
beautiful sunny 
days, lighter                        
mornings and                      
evenings and the 
signs of summer on 
its way. Personally, 
Mothers’ Day                       
kick-starts a period 
of celebrations in my 
family, with                        
birthdays, barbeques 
and holidays filling 
the next few months. 
However, for our                 
exam classes, the 
Spring marks the          
beginning of the run 
in to exam season. 
Mock exams, exam 
preparation, focused 
revision ... all of a 
sudden the pressure 
is really on! School 
becomes busier than 
ever as we prepare 
for our wonderful 

Yr11s and Yr13s to 
go on study leave; 
we try and fit a 
term's worth of work 
in to just a few 
weeks, to ensure 
that all students are 
as prepared as they 
can be. This race to 
the finish line comes 
with a level of                           
exhaustion; I know 
that I certainly am 
looking forward to a 
break over Easter. I 
am also aware that 
for our exam                        
students, this might 
not feel quite as                     
relaxing as previous 
Easter holidays. 
When you are sitting 
exams in the coming 
months, it is                       
sometimes hard to 
balance academic 
work, and all of the 
amazing things that 
Spring offers. So, as 
this Easter holiday 
approaches, I want 
to offer huge luck to 

all our exam                              
students for the 
coming weeks and 
months.  
I also want to remind 
all of you to find 
some time in each 
day for yourself. 
Make sure that you 
are giving time to the 
people and activities 
that you love most, 
and are enjoying the 
(hopefully) beautiful 
Spring days. We all 
need to find a                     
balance at stressful 
times; it can be                     
difficult to do, but it is 
vital if we are to give 
the best account of 
ourselves.  

With much love for a 
Happy Easter, 
 

Jo Cole 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

Shades of Spring 
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Dear Year 11 Class of 2022 ...  
I’m saddened to see you depart, but happy seeing how you have matured 
over your time at County. I have a special connection with your year 

group, as it is the year that I     started teaching at County. I have 
been so impressed over that time, just how you have grown and            
become honourable independent young adults. I have loved being 

your Head of Year and couldn’t have wished for a better cohort of 
young people. It has certainly not been the easiest of GCSE roads. 

Many obstacles have been thrown at you - some that have 
never been seen before - and yet your resilience and dedication 
through difficult times has been admirable.  

You will certainly be better                     individuals because of it  
I look forward to hearing about your successes in the future of which 
I’m certain there will be many. Well done and stay in touch!   

 

‘Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate,  
our deepest fear is that we are                     powerful beyond measure.  
It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us.  
We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? 

Actually, who are you not to be?’ 

 

 

 

Ollie Smith 

Head of    
Yr11 

Hanover House 
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‘From tiny acorns, mighty oaks grow’ 
I have loved my first year as Head of 
Hanover House. I am so very proud to 
lead a group of young people with such 
exuberant personalities, passionate   
tutors, and staff who have really bought 
into being part of the Hanover Family at 
County. At the start of the year, I spoke to 
the Hanover House Captains; I asked 
what they wanted Hanover to look like,   

‘A family’ with ‘leadership and                          
mentorship’- they wanted a place where 
students from all years could come         
together and create wonderful memories 
that they will carry with them.                

Lily and Andi both agreed that some of the best memories of school have been created through 
events like House Drama and House Music. It has made me so happy to watch Hanover students 
making such memories this year, from the very first achievement, winning the inaugural Kirby Cup 
at House Athletics in summer 2021, to House Drama before Christmas, where a wonderful group of 
Yr12 students created and directed a beautiful story about family values and mischievous, magical 
toadstools! House Rowing was a huge success with our Yr9’s winning their heat. However, by far 
the best event so far, in terms of House success, was House Quiz, where Hanover won every 
match they played and ultimately, the competition overall. Well done to the bright Hanoverian 
sparks who answered some extremely difficult questions.  

As we move into the Easter break, it is sadly a time for our wonderful House Captains from this 
year, Lily Milroy and Andi Harding, to depart on study leave and hand over the reins to the next 
year. Hanover thanks them for their efforts in organising and pushing the House forward this year. 

Marking the end of House events for 2020/2021,and taking 
place in this final week, are the epic House Winter Sports and 
House Art competitions. We also wait, somewhat impatiently, 
to hear the results of this year’s Commitment Cup and House 
Cup.   
 

Last push Hanover! We can do this! 
 

It has been a great year for Hanover House. The return of 
House events after such a long break has been hugely               
welcomed by both new and existing members of the House. 
We have seen huge participation and passion from all years 
in all events. Here’s to bigger and better things next year! 
 

You only get back what you give! 
 

Hana Stewart- Head of Hanover House 

‘Being part of Hanover 
House means               

being an integral part of 
a family … a family 

where like-
 minded individuals are 

happy, confident, 
and courageous enough 
to be their true selves.’ 

‘We are the example 
to follow. We are the 

closest of friends. 
We are the winners 

and the                                    
gracious                           

runners up.’ 

‘Hanover House 
puts maximum                  

effort into                                      
every thing they 

do,  whilst  at 
the same time                 

supports                  
others to do the 

same.’  

Hanover House Drama 
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‘I’ve always loved acting, so being given a named role was amazing, especially as it meant I could sword fight and interact with other 

incredible actors! I spoke to and got to know people whom I’d previously not mixed with and this was probably one of the best parts, 

particularly as I had my own band of pirates to enjoy the performance with. I got to act as a completely wild, terrified, and sneaky pirate 

– something that doesn’t happen on a regular basis. That’s what is so amazing about acting, you can become someone completely 

different for the time you’re on stage. Whilst performing to an audience can be somewhat daunting, it was very hard to be scared when 

surrounded by a group of amazing people … actually the lights were so bright that you couldn’t see beyond the first row anyway! 

From this experience I will take the wonderful rush of adrenalin that courses through you when you’re about to perform, and the                       

memories of spending hours working on a magical play. A spectacular experience that I’ll treasure forever.’ Nicole 

Wendy&  Peter Pan 
‘Being new to this school, Drama was one thing that I 

really enjoyed from the start. It’s energetic,                                   

expressive, and altogether fun. It was great to be part 

of a production of this size, something I hadn’t actually 

done since kindergarten. Even though a chorus pirate, 

it was still an unforgettable experience, as being part 

of the chorus doesn’t mean you’re unimportant.                       

Imagine Lord of the Rings without all the chorus. In 

plays and movies like these, you NEED the extras. 

They make the whole piece interesting and worth 

watching. There’s a lot that you can take away from 

Drama too: improvisation, being able to adapt to                             

situations and to dodge questions that you don’t want 

to answer … plus new found confidence! Drama is 

also one of the few lessons where you can move 

around freely and express yourself. It’s fun,                             

interactive, and just very, very creative.’ Jason 

 

Of course, we couldn’t 

possibly write all this 

without giving our thanks 

to all of the crew who 

helped make this possi-

ble. From                             

managing us, to                            

organising and planning 

the lighting & sound, 

they did amazingly. We 

can’t thank them enough 

for giving everyone this 

truly gratifying                        

experience.                                          

There were so many 

involved it’d be                    

impossible to name all of 

them, but, to name a 

few: Mr Bramwells and 

Mrs Ammar directed us 

and put up with us when 

we were all on a sugar 

rush; our producer                 

Mrs Nicole who got                    

everything ready for us; 

the costume team in the 

Library and our Yr11                         

assistant directors, Sybil 

and Owen, who kept us 

calm during the                          

performances. None of this 

would’ve been                  

possible without them.   

So, on behalf of the entire 

cast, we’d just like to say 

THANK YOU!  

Sarah, Nicole & Jason Yr9 

‘I personally had a lot of fun acting and being part of       

Wendy & Peter Pan. There were so many people to get to 

know and it’s a rather different experience to drama                        

lessons. From a stage full of props to fantastic directors 

and producers, the entire experience felt professional. It 

was a great learning opportunity for anyone wanting to 

move into the performing world when they get older. I’m 

sure the student directors also enjoyed the job. And so, 

even as a not-so-experienced actor, the wonderful cast 

and crew made it easy enough to pick up lines that had 

been forgotten or give advice to keep us calm.                                

Rehearsals were hilarious and memorable. Backstage, 

waiting for your first line of a scene, it was hard to not 

laugh, so goodness knows how we managed to stay quiet 

during performances. One of the advantages of being in a 

large cast was the truly enormous number of new friends I 

got to make. During rehearsals, even when practising 

difficult scenes that we just couldn’t get quite right, the                        

atmosphere was light and happy. With all the effort put 

into such a great play as Wendy & Peter Pan, there no 

doubt the audience enjoyed it’ Sarah 

The Power of Drama . . . 
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Fundraising and Charity Events 

This half term, the Sixth Form 
held two dress-up days (pjs 
and uniforms) to raise funds 

for Greenpeace and the          
British Red Cross Ukraine 
Crisis Appeal. The rest of 
the school helped out by 

buying donuts and we raised 
£923.21, which was split 
equally between the two 

charities. We are very much 
looking forward to Charity 

Week which will take place in 
the summer term, after all 

external exams have                      
finished. 

Helen Nurton,                                      
Director of Sixth Form  

Two County girls, Elise Yr7 and Layla 
Yr10, have recently been fundraising 
for a charity called Restore which 
helps women who need to have                                        
reconstruction surgery after breast 
cancer. 
Elise made and sold chocolate boxes 
at Christmas, and raised £85.                      
Both girls then decided to make 
Mothers’ Day bouquets, from which 
they raised £430, giving them a total 
of £515 to donate to Restore. To 
maximise the money raised, they 
approached both Tesco and                       
Sainsburys to ask for donations.             
Result …  the majority of the flowers 
used were donated, which further 
boosted money for the charity. 
As a school, we like to celebrate                    
students’ achievements, both inside 
and outside of school.  

A huge well done to both girls! 

Selfless acts of kindness . . 

Earlier this month, school held a Wear Something 

Green Coalition Day and raised £302.14, which 

they donated to Carbon Zero Guildford. 

Hana Stewart, Geography 

 

A couple of weeks ago, about half of my Yr9                     
German class went to see a short play, performed 
entirely in German. Hosted by George Abbott, the 
piece was performed by two German actors and 
was called “Horoskop” (horoscope). The plot was 
about a girl and her two neighbours; one of them 
was clearly clingy and she disliked him; the other 
initially annoyed her by spraying her with a water 
gun, but as time went by, she seemed to warm to 
him. The relationship between these characters 
was interesting -  shouting at each other and                     
refusing to call each other by their names.  

The play then started from the beginning again 
(not sure what the plot reason for that was, but I 
assumed it was so we could pick up more of the 
German) and they got another shot at their                    
neighbourly relationships, ending up nearly going 
on a date. The girl, however, cancelled due to her 
horoscope reading that day and went somewhere 
with her other neighbour instead.  

I enjoyed the play and think it was performed in a 
very easily understandable (for the most part) way. 

Annabel Billinge, Yr9 German 

 

 

The shortlist for this year’s Carnegie Medal has just been                                                 
announced! In case you haven’t heard of it, the Carnegie Medal 
is awarded annually by children’s librarians for “an outstanding 
book written in English for children and young people”. Past 
winners include Arthur Ransome, C.S. Lewis, Terry Pratchett, 
Philip Pullman, Noel Streatfeild, Philippa Pearce and Penelope 
Lively. 
Mrs Fredborg and I have set up a Shadowing Group (called the 
“County Shadows”) and this group of keen readers will read all 8 
books on the shortlist and meet weekly to chat about all things 
Carnegie.  We have until 
June to submit our                            
recommendation for the 
Shadower’s Choice Award 
– I wonder if our choice will 
be the same as the main 
award? 
Visit https://
carnegiegreena-
way.org.uk/ to find out 
more. 

#CKG22 

 
Mrs Davies & Mrs Fredborg 
County Librarians 

Carnegie                                    

Shadowing                            

with the                           

County                              

Shadows 
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The Wonders of Space 

when she was younger and how she wanted 
to explore the universe like the people in the 
programme. She also explained about days, 
nights, seasons, and years and how the 
earth is spinning on a tilt approximately 23.5 
degrees. Other topics were the different 
planets, how far away they are from the sun 
and how big we think space is.  Overall, we 
think that it was a very interesting talk and 
packed full of fun facts about space and                     
beyond; we're sure it inspired many people 
to be like her and to study more about 
space. 

by Will B (7Y) and Alex J (7Y) 

Useful links: 

The South Downs National Park is an Inter-
national Dark Sky Reserve.  https://
www.southdowns.gov.uk/dark-night-skies/ 

Guildford Astronomical Society:  https://
www.guildfordas.org/ 

Hampshire Astronomical Group (in Clanfield) 
run open evenings and tours of their obser-
vatory. https://hantsastro.org.uk/ 

South Downs Planetarium in Chichester runs 
public shows. https://
www.southdowns.org.uk/ 

On Monday the 
28

th
 of February, 

all of Yr7 had a 
science talk with 
Dr. Maggie Aderin
-Pocock who, as a 
child, always 
wanted to go to 
space and                      
research it. She 
spoke to us about 
how she watched 
Star Trek on TV 

The phrase “bean counter” is thought 
to have originated in German 
(“Erbsenzähler” – Erbsen = beans, 
zähler = counter) in the 17th century, 
and was later adopted into the English 
language.  Describing a penny-
pinching pedant who is incapable of 
seeing the bigger picture, this              
expression is often used about        
accountants – but surely not about 
the GCS Finance Team?! 
 

A team of four, we are hidden away in 
the lower ground floor of the school 
building; many visitors would                         
probably not even realise we are here!  
However, this belies our key role in 
the school. 
 

Going on a school trip?  Ask Finance!  
Need a new locker key?  Ask Finance!  
Lunch account query?  Ask Finance!                 
While our roles do also involve tasks 
that are more obviously financial (and 
which ensure the school complies 
with the Academies’ Financial      
Handbook),  the Finance Team plays 
an important part in ensuring that all                      
students are given the chance to 
flourish and to Give, Create, Succeed 
during their time at the school.  This 
may be by supporting our sixth form 
organising donut sales, ordering and 
arranging tickets and payments for 
Peter Pan and Glive, or purchasing 
pens, books and computers for the 
classroom. 
 

We are a super team, who approach 
each new challenge with a smile and 
“can-do” attitude.  Come on down, 
and we’ll be sure to help! 
 
 

 

Mary-Jane Crump, Finance Manager In
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Sports Round-Up 
This term has seen some                     

fantastic sporting                           
achievements from across 

the school 

 

 

Yr10 Netball Team making the District Finals                    
following an unbeaten season. 

Yr8 Netball Team making the                    
District Tournament Finals. 

We had the chance to                           

celebrate all these successes 

and so many more, at our 

annual Sports Awards on 

March 18th 2022 

Highlights include: 

Yr9 Football Team progressing on to the Semi Finals.                      
We will update you on how this goes. 

Individual success for Preston Tombs                                                  
making the GB U16 Ice hockey team. 

Sports Awards Dinner 

Proscovia Peace’s Speech 

We were lucky enough to be joined by our guest speaker, 
the inspirational Proscovia Peace, who is the Ugandan                    
Netball Captain,  whilst also playing for the local Super 

League side Surrey Storm. Her story was incredibly                      
humbling and really left us all with a sense of the                           
importance of valuing hard work and self belief.  
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Dates for the Diary: 

Fri  01 April School closes for Easter 

Tue 19 April Summer Term begins 

Tue 26 April Photography Exhibition James Anthony 

Wed 27 April UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 

Fri 29 April Brass Concert 


