AQA GCSE History – Revision Booklet – Paper 2
1.

Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the Present Day

Instructions:
▪ At present you have the following:
o Medicine exercise book
o End of Unit Tests
o Exam questions in class
▪ This Revision Booklet will help prepare you for the forthcoming exams.
▪ Each week you will be set a revision homework, which will develop your revision
skills and help to consolidate your understanding of the topics we have studied.
▪ You will do the following in each revision homework:
o Self-assess your understanding
o Create revision materials to improve your understanding
o Answer an exam question/s
▪ Remember – you are in control of whether you are successful or not – Good luck!

History Department

Name:
1

Factors of change

War - Religion - Government - Individuals - Science and Technology Communication - Chance
Remember that these factors go all through the medicine course. Use them as a way to revise.
Look for common themes and ideas. They are also great for exam questions, particularly the
[16] marker.
Part 1: Understanding and Treatment of Disease
How well do you know…?
Topic
Medieval (Middle Ages): c.1000-c.1450
What did Medieval people think made them sick?
o Hippocrates & Galen
o 4 Humours
o Significance over the next 1000 years
Who would treat you if you were sick?
o Who - Apothecary / Wise Women
o How – Cures on offer & Diagnosis
o Town vs Country / Rich vs Poor
o Medieval Hospitals – Examples and treatments
How important was Religion in Medieval Medicine?
o Power and Role of the Church in Britain
o Monasteries and Convents
o Religious cures and treatments & Islamic medicine
o How did it Help or Hinder development? – Roger Bacon?
What does the Black Death teach us about Medieval medicine?
o What is the black death?
o Ideas of causes
o Treatments
o Does it show any knowledge or understanding?
The Renaissance: c.1450-1750
What changed during the Renaissance?
o What is the Renaissance?
o Change
➢ Exploration
➢ New Technology and inventions
➢ New Artistic techniques
➢ Scientific development
➢ Individuals
o Why would people start to question Galen?
How did individuals shape medical change?
o Andreas Vesalius
o Ambroise Pare
o William Harvey
o Thomas Sydenham
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Self-assessment

What can the Great Plague of 1665 teach us about change?
o Causes and treatments
o Comparisons to the Black Death
o Short and Long term impact
How effective were treatments and cures from 1600-1800?
o Nicholas Culpeper’s Complete Herbal
o Quacks
o Foundling Hospitals
o Robert Burton
o Alexander Gordon
What was the significance of Edward Jenner and Vaccination?
o The Scourge of Smallpox
o Who was Edward Jenner
o How did he discover Vaccination?
o Reasons for Opposition and Support
o Impact – Short and Long term
The Industrial Revolution: c.1750-c.1900
How significant were individuals?
o Louis Pasteur
➢ Germ Theory 1861
➢ Rabies
➢ Pasteurisation
o Robert Koch
➢ Staining of Bacteria
o Paul Ehrlich
➢ Magic Bullets
➢ Salvarsan 606
o Short and Long term impacts
Modern day: c.1900-Present
How significant was the discovery of Penicillin?
o Alexander Fleming
o Florey & Chain
o Who discovered penicillin?
o Factors in its mass production
o Problems with Antibiotics
o Comparison to alternative cures
How significant was War in the development of surgery?
o New warfare and injuries
o New Technologies and techniques
➢ X-Rays
➢ Blood Transfusions
➢ Blood storage
➢ Splints
➢ Skin Grafts and pedicle tubes
➢ Shell-Shock
Exam Technique:
Q2. Explain the significance of the work of Hippocrates on the development of medicine.

[8 Marks]

Q2. Explain the significance of the church in the treatment of illness in the middle ages.

[8 Marks]
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Source A
Franciscan monks treating
victims of the plague,
c1474

Q1. Study Source A
How useful is Source A to a historian studying the Black Death?
Explain your answer using Source A and your contextual knowledge.

[8 Marks]
Source B
A cartoon drawn in 1802 by
James Gillray
It is generally thought to
show Edward Jenner giving
his patients ‘the new
inoculation’ at St Pancras
Hospital in London. However,
historians have suggested
that the patients are Dr.
William Woodville’s, who ran
the hospital. He was in
dispute with Jenner after
some of his patients died
from Smallpox when he used
Jenner’s technique.

Q1. Study Source B
How useful is Source B to a historian studying vaccination?
Explain your answer using Source B and your contextual knowledge.
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[8 Marks]

Source C
A cartoon drawn in 1808 by Isaac Cruickshank.
It shows inoculators being driven away by Jenner’s vaccinators.
The writing at the bottom says “Vaccination against small pox. Mercenary & Merciless shredders of
death & devastation driven out of society”
Q1. Study Source C
How useful is Source C to a historian studying Edward Jenner’s vaccination?
Explain your answer using Source C and your contextual knowledge.

[8 Marks]

Q2. Explain the significance of vaccination in the development of medicine.

[8 Marks]

Q2. Explain the significance of the Germ Theory in the development of medicine.

[8 Marks]

Q2. Explain the significance of penicillin in the development of medicine.

[8 Marks]

Q3. Compare surgery in the Middle Ages with surgery at the time of John Hunter.
In what ways were they similar?
Explain your answer with reference to both times.

[8 Marks]
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Source D
An illustration rom 1656 showing an Italian
Plague Doctor. The beak of the mask is
filled with herbs. The stick is for beating
away sick people

Q1. Study Source D
How useful is Source D to a historian
studying the Great Plague of 1665 in
Britain?
Explain your answer using Source D and
your contextual knowledge.
[8 Marks]

Q4. Has religion been the main factor in the development of medicine in Britain since Medieval times?
Explain your answer with reference to religion and other factors.
[16 Marks]
[+4 SPaG]

Q4. Has science and technology been the main factor in understanding the causes of disease in Britain?
Explain your answer with reference to science and technology and other factors.
[16 Marks]
[+4 SPaG]
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Part 2: Development of Surgery
How well do you know…?
Topic
Who would treat you if you were sick?
o Barber-Surgeons
o John Arderne – Role of War
Did Surgery improve by the early 1800s?
o 3 problems of surgery
➢ Pain
➢ Infection
➢ Blood loss
o How did John Hunter change training of surgeons?
How did Anaesthetics improve Surgery?
o Robert Liston
o Problems with surgery in the early 1800s
o James Simpson
➢ Chloroform
➢ Positive and negative reactions
➢ Impact
➢ Significance
How was the problem of infection combatted?
o Difficulties caused by infection
o Ignaz Semmelweiss
o Joseph Lister
➢ Carbolic Acid
➢ Carbolic Spray
➢ Success and failure
➢ Development of Aseptic surgery
o Impact

Self-assessment

Exam Technique:
Source E
A medieval Doctor cutting open a patient’s skull
with a hammer and blade. An illustration from a
fourteenth-century French medical manuscript by
Guy of Pavia

Q1. Study Source E
How useful is Source E to a historian in explaining why
surgery was so dangerous in the fourteenth century?
Explain your answer using Source E and your
contextual knowledge.
[8 Marks]
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Source F
A picture of an amputation in the operating
theatre of the old St Thomas’ Hospital
London, around 1775
Q1. Study Source F
How useful is Source F to a historian studying
how surgery was performed in the 1700s?
Explain your answer using Source F and your
contextual knowledge.
[8 Marks]

Source G
A picture of a blood transfusion in the 1870s
Q1. Study Source G
How useful is Source G to a historian
studying surgery in the 19th century?
Explain your answer using Source G and your
contextual knowledge.
[8 Marks]

Q2. Explain the significance of anaesthetics in the development of medicine.

[8 Marks]

Q2. Explain the significance of Lister in the development of surgery.

[8 Marks]

Q3. Compare surgery in the Middle Ages with surgery at the time of John Hunter.
In what ways were they similar?
Explain your answer with reference to both times.

[8 Marks]

Q3. Compare the opposition to new surgical ideas in the Renaissance with the opposition to new surgical
ideas in the 19th century.
In what ways were they similar?
Explain your answer with reference to both epidemics.
[8 Marks]
Q4. Has war been the main factor in the development of surgery in Britain since the Middle Ages?
Explain your answer with reference to war and other factors.
[16 Marks]
[+4 SPaG]
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Part 3: Public Health
How well do you know…?
Topic
How did the government take care of people’s health?
o Conditions in Medieval towns
o Water sources
o Cesspits and waste
o Coventry case study
Why would the industrial revolution cause changes in public health and disease?
o What is it
o Changing living conditions
o Effect on public health
o Spread of disease
Who improved public health the most?
o Government vs individuals
o Dangers of industrial cities
o John Snow
o Edwin Chadwick
o Dr Thomas Bernardo
o Acts of 1848 and 1875 – How much did they help?
How important was the government in improving public health in the 1900s?
o Problems with public health in the early 1900s
➢ Charles Booth
➢ Boer War
➢ Seebohm Rowntree
➢ Maud Pember Reeves ‘Round about a Pound’
o The Liberal Reforms 1906-1911
➢ Education (Provisions of Meals) Act 1906
➢ Old Age Pensions Act 1908
➢ Children and Young Persons Act 1908
➢ Housing and Town Planning Act 1909
➢ National Insurance Act 1911
o The Creation of the NHS
➢ Effect of WWII
➢ The Beveridge Report 1942
➢ The 5 evils (WDISI)
➢ The Labour Government
➢ Aneurin Bevan
➢ Founding of NHS 5th July 1948
➢ Impact and success
➢ Long term and modern day difficulties faced by the NHS
o Pollution and the clean air acts of 1956 & 1968
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Self-assessment

Exam Technique:

Source H
A cartoon from the satirical* magazine ‘Punch’,
1948. It shows the Minister for Health, Aneurin
Bevan giving doctors their NHS medicine. The title
of the cartoon was, ‘It still tastes awful’.
*Satirical = critical and humorous

Q1. Study Source H
How useful is Source H to a historian studying the
creation of the NHS?
Explain your answer using Source H and your
contextual knowledge.
[8 Marks]

Source I
A picture of Green Lane Primary School in
Bradford during the serving of the school meal.
October 1907
Q1. Study Source I
How useful is Source I to a historian studying
public health in the 19th century?
Explain your answer using Source I and your
contextual knowledge.
[8 Marks]
Q2. Explain the significance of Edwin Chadwick’s work in improving public health.
[8 Marks]
(this question can be re-asked with any of the key men listed above e.g. John Snow)

Q3. Compare the Black Death in the Middle Ages with the Cholera epidemics in the 19 th century.
In what ways were they similar?
Explain your answer with reference to both epidemics.
[8 Marks]
Q3. Compare governments action in public health in the early 20 th Century with its role in the mid-1800s.
In what ways were they similar?
Explain your answer with reference to both epidemics.
[8 Marks]
Q4. Has government been the main factor in the development of public health in Britain since the Middle
Ages?
Explain your answer with reference to government and other factors.
[16 Marks]
[+4 SPaG]
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Medicine [16] mark questions advice
The medicine [16] mark questions follow a very simple pattern which means you know exactly how the question will
look.
Below is an example and you can see that it has three key parts to it.
2. What the focus of change is. Here it is development
of medicine but it could be of surgery, or
understanding of disease.

1. The factor you have to use. It will be one of the 7
factors used all the time (religion, individuals, war etc.)

Has religion been the main factor in the development of medicine in Britain since
Medieval times?
Explain your answer with reference to religion and other factors. [16 Marks]
[+4 SPaG]

3. Finally the time period of study. Here it is from the medieval times to the end of the
course (so all of the course) but it could be renaissance till the end, or just modern. If it
does not say, then it is all of the course (Medieval to Modern day)

So any question is going to use these three parts, meaning you can make up your own questions.
1. Factor
• War
• Religion
• Government
• Individuals
• Science and Technology
• Communication
• Chance

2. Development of…
• Medicine
• Understanding of causes
of disease
• Surgery
• Treatment of illness
• Public Health

3. Time period
• Medieval to Modern
• Renaissance to Modern
• Industrial to Modern
• Modern

Structure

Intro

What are your three factors and one sentence for your answer.
Paragraph 1 – The Factor in the question (You must include this one so for the question above it would be religion)
Explain using clear specific examples exactly what effect it has had on the development of...
It can be both positive and negative, try to get a balance if you can.
Paragraph 2 – Your next factor
Same as paragraph 1 but at the end add one sentence comparing it to the question factor, is it more or less
important?
Paragraph 3 – Your final factor
Same as paragraph 2
Conclusion
Compare all three factors and explain which is the most important one.
Look for how they all link together (e.g. Did individuals need new science and technology to make their
discoveries?)
Remember in the question you need to have examples from the whole questions time period.
Though not in every factor just across the whole answer.
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Q4. -

Factor 1 =

2=

3=

Explain why it is important

Explain why it is important

Explain why it is important

More or less important than factor
1? Why?

More or less important than factor
1? Why?

Facts to support – 2 specific
examples

Facts to support – 2 specific
examples

Facts to support – 2 specific
examples

Conclusion (Which was most important? What comparisons can you make? Has the most important one
changed over time?)
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Key Dates and Statistics
Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the Present Day
Part 1: Medicine stands still - Middle Ages (Medieval period): c.1000-c.1450
1123 – St Bartholomew’s Hospital founded in London (one of over 160 set up by the Church e.g.
1247 St Mary of Bethlehem Hospital & 1249 St Giles Hospital in Norwich)
1277 – Roger Bacon imprisoned for his views
1348 – Black Death arrives in England, kills 50-66% of the population of Britain
1350 – The Practice of Surgery by John Arderne published
1421 – Mayor of Coventry makes Proclamation for every man to clean the street in front of their
house or face a fine of 12 pence

Part 2: The beginnings of change - The Renaissance: c.1450-c.1750
1476 – Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press is brought to England
1518 – Royal College of Physicians set up
1543 - Vesalius publishes The Fabric of the Human Body
1575 – Pare publishes his book Les Oeuvres
1590 – First microscopes invented
1604 – 30% of Yorks population dies of the Plague
1621 – Robert Burton publishes his study on mental illness
1628 – William Harvey publishes On the Motion of the Heart
1653 – Nicholas Culpeper publishes his book Complete Herbal
1658 – Samuel Pepys successfully has a bladder stone removed
1662 – Royal Society set up
1663 – Thomas Sydenham sets up as a physician in London in 1663
1665 – Great Plague reaches London, 100,000 die (25% of the population)
1671 – Jane Sharp publishes The Midwives book
1721 – Lady Montague brings inoculation over from Turkey
1741 – Thomas Coram opens the Foundling Hospital
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Part 3: A revolution in medicine - The Industrial Revolution: c.1750-c.1900
1798 – Jenner publishes his work An Inquiry into the Causes and Effects of the Varioae Vaccinae,

or Cow-Pox

1800 – Royal College of Surgeons set up
1802 – Jenner awarded £10,000 by the government for his vaccination work
1807 – Jenner awarded another £20,000 by the Royal college of physicians
1811 – Surgeons had to attend one module in anatomy and one in surgery
1813 – Surgeons must have a minimum of one year’s hospital experience
1816 – Stethoscope invented
1831-32 – First Cholera epidemic in Britain (50,000 deaths)
1840 – Government makes smallpox vaccine free for all infants
1842 – Edwin Chadwick’s Report on the sanitary conditions of the labouring population
1846 – Lister uses Ether to amputate a leg
1847 – James Simpson begins using the anaesthetic Chloroform for surgery
1847 – Ignaz Semmelweiss forces doctors to wash their hands in a chlorine solution to stop
deaths. It works but people stop listening to him
1848 – Second great cholera outbreak in Britain (60,000 deaths)
1848 – Public Health Act
1848 – Hannah Greener, 14, dies of a chloroform overdoes while having an infected toenail
removed
1848 – John Snow invents an inhaler to regulate (control) the dosage of chloroform
1853 – Government makes smallpox vaccine compulsory for all infants, though doesn’t enforce it
1853 – Queen Victoria uses chloroform for the birth of her 8th child
1854 – John Snow successfully proves that cholera is spread by water not bad air
1856 – Only 4% of the 10,220 persons listed in the Medical Directory have some sort of
Qualification
1858 – The Great Stink
1861 – Pasteur publishes his Germ Theory
1863 – Florence Nightingale’s Notes on Hospitals is published setting out ideals for hospitals to be
clean, safe and well ventilated.
1866 – Anti-Vaccine league set up in England
1866 – Sanitary Act
1867 – Lister first uses antiseptic (Carbolic Acid) in surgery
1871 – Lister develops his Carbolic Spray
1872 – Government enforces compulsory smallpox vaccination
1875 – Housing Act
1875 – Public Health Act
1881 – Charles Chamberland, a French biologist, invents a steam steriliser for medial instruments
1882 – Koch identifies the Tuberculosis bacteria
1887 – Government introduces the right for parents to refuse vaccination for their children
1889 – Charles Booth finds 35% of Londoners live in poverty
1894 – Koch creates a serum for Diphtheria
1895 – First X-Ray machine invented by Wilhelm Roentgen
1899 – Boer War
1899 – Aspirin first put on sale in Britain
1899 – Infant mortality at 142 per 1,000 babies born
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Part 4: Modern medicine - Modern day: c.1900-Present

1901
1906
1909
1909
1910

– Seebohm Rowntree discovers that half of York’s working-class live in poverty
– Education Act (Free school meals)
– Old-Age pensions introduced
– Housing and town planning Act
– Ehrlich and his team create Salvarsan 606 (the first Magic Bullet) for the treatment of
Syphilis
1911 – National Insurance Act
1913 – Maud Pember writes her book Round about a Pound
1915 – First Blood banks set up
1917 – Howard Gillies develops his plastic surgery technique ‘Pedicle Tubes’
1914-18 – First World War
1918 – X-Ray film developed by George Eastman
1928 – Alexander Fleming discovers Penicillin
1938 – Government sets up the Army Blood Supply Depot
1939-45 – Second World War
1940 – Blood transportation is improved with dehydrated blood so it can be stored and carried
1941 – Florey and Chains first successful use of penicillin on a human
1941 – US government pledges $80 million to help mass produce penicillin
1942 – Beveridge Report
1943 – First use of penicillin on allied troops in WWII
1948 – NHS begins in Britain
1953 – DNA discovered
1956 – Clean Air Act
1960 – Use of Thalidomide to help morning sickness causes birth defects in babies
1967 – First successful heart transplant
1968 – Second Clean Air Act
1980 – World Health Organisation declares Small pox to be eradicated
1998 – Dr Andrew Wakefield publishes a paper in the Lancet claiming a link between vaccinations
and autism. His work is later proved to be completely unfounded and wrong.
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Most important Key people
Hippocrates

Galen

John Arderne

Andreas Vesalius

Ambroise Pare

William Harvey

Thomas Sydenham

John Hunter

Edward Jenner

Louis Pasteur

Robert Koch

Paul Ehrlich

James Simpson

Joseph Lister

John Snow

Alexander Fleming

Florey & Chain

Charles Booth

Sir William Beveridge

Aneurin Bevan

Seebohm Rowntree

Howard Gillies

Karl Landsteiner

Some other people from medicine

Ignaz Semmelweiss

Robert Liston

William Hunter

Edwin Chadwick

Florence Nightingale

Maud Pember

William Roentgen

Nicholas Culpeper

Thomas Barnardo

Marie Curie
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Revision help
Middle Ages (c.1000-c.1450)
Belief about
causes of disease

Treatments

Surgery

Public Health

War

Arderne’ s
painkilling
ointment

Religion
Government
Individuals

Hippocrates
& Galen = 4
humours

John
Arderne

Science
and
technology

Miasma/Bad
air

Communication
Chance
Make a grid like this for each time period. You can then put in the beliefs, causes, individuals, discoveries
etc. that happened during that time. There are some examples above.
This makes it really easy to find areas of change and continuity over the whole course. (for example when
does Miasma/Bad air disappear from your list as a cause of illness?)
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Paper 2 Section A/A: Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to
the present day.
How to answer exam questions
Question 1
Number of
marks
Focus of
question
Approach

Example
question
Structure

8

Amount of time
spent
What can be learned from the source?

10 minutes

You are looking for the positives, what can it teach someone (why is it useful). A
good starting point is thinking “Why is this source correct?”. Use own knowledge
to prove what can be learned.
Focus on both the content (what it says/shows & how your knowledge supports
that) and the provenance/context (when it was made, by who, for what purpose
and what audience?).
Think about the context of the source (date it was made and refers to) so you can
comment on what knowledge they had at the time and what someone could learn
from that.
Top answers may mix content and provenance together at times.
How useful is Source A to a Historian studying public health in the 19 th century?
[Two paragraphs]
One way that Source A is useful is… (Content)
Another way the source is useful is… (provenance/context)

Question 2
Number of
marks
Focus of
question
Approach

Example
question
Structure

8

Amount of time
spent
Why is ______ significant?

10 minutes

Use own knowledge to prove that an individual or medical development was
significant (important), don’t just describe what it is or what happened.
Look at significance in the short term and the long term.
Significance can mean it has a positive and/or negative impact on medicine. “It
helped develop treatment of illness by…. But it is also held it back because…”
Explain the significance of Germ theory in the treatment of disease.
[Two paragraphs]
In the short term ______ was significant because…
In the long term ______ was significant because…
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Question 3
Number of
marks
Focus of
question
Approach

Example
question
Structure

8

Amount of time
spent
Look for similarities in two time periods

10 minutes

Two paragraphs. One similarity in each
Make sure you mention both time periods in each paragraph
Use own knowledge and facts to prove they are similar.
Read the question carefully to look for the area of similarity (e.g. Surgery and
anatomy or public health or understanding of disease)
DO NOT look for differences
Look for progress or lack of progress or work of individuals
Compare surgery and anatomy during the Renaissance with surgery and anatomy in
the 19th century.
In what ways were they similar? Explain your answer with reference to both periods.
[Two paragraphs]
One similarity is…
A second similarity is….

Question 4
Number of
marks
Focus of
question
Approach

Example
question

Structure

16

Amount of time
spent
How far do you agree with this statement?

20 minutes

Three main PEE paragraphs.
First paragraph: Explain why you could agree with the statement.
Second and Third paragraphs: Pick two other factors and explain why they were
important. At the end of each of these paragraphs you should compare back to the
statement and say if it is more or less important.
Conclusion: Compare all three and make a decision as to which was most
important.
You must mention at least three periods of history (Medieval, Renaissance,
Industrial, Modern)
Think of the 7 factors (Individuals, war, communication etc.)
Has the role of the individual been the main factor in developing the treatment of
disease in Britain?
Explain your answer with reference to the role of the individual and other factors.
Use a range of examples from across your study of Health and the people: c1000 to
the present day.
[Four Paragraphs]
Individuals were one reason why the treatment of disease developed in Britain
because…
However, war was also a reason why the treatment of disease developed in Britain
because…
This was more/less important than individuals because… (1/2 sentences)
Finally, advances in science and technology also led to the development of the
treatment of disease in Britain because…
This was more/less important than individuals because… (1/2 sentences)
In conclusion the most important factors was…
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