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What is this subject all about? 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

Students will learn the basic principles of sound and extend this knowledge to 
understand how music may be created and recorded electronically. By 
undertaking a series of practical assignments, students will quickly grasp the 
concepts of recording a variety of instruments using microphones; sequencing 
and editing music material within music production software; using synthesisers 
and effects to create new and interesting sounds; and mixing and mastering 
their work to produce a polished and professional result. 

Students also develop musical skills such as listening and analysing: by 
studying the history of popular music through the 20th century and charting 
trends and influences, students will develop a strong understanding of a variety 
of musical genres which will inform and aid their practical work. Arranging and 
composition skills are also covered in depth: students are encouraged to create 
original work in many styles and using a variety of music technology concepts. 

Music Technology is a vital aspect of modern music - practically every song or 
album we listen to has been created with the help of technology. Approaching 
the creation or capture of music through the use of technology can be inspiring 
and exciting, enabling us to create electronic music or film scores, record a rock 
band or an orchestra, and to achieve results impossible with traditional 
instruments or approaches. 
 

The Music Technology courses at GCS enable students to learn how to 

compose, sequence and record music using the latest cutting-edge 

technology, gaining experience in using a wide range of equipment and 

techniques. 

 

What do the students say?  

“A Level Music Tech gives you a great opportunity to learn practical recording 
and producing skills which are incredibly useful for later life. It also gives you a 
chance to really benefit from all the facilities the Music Studio offers.” 
 
“My Music Technology course has really helped me to further my creative 
approach to writing and producing music.” 

What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 
 

Audio production; studio engineering; independent musical composition and 
performance; music and sound reinforcement for live performance (e.g. 
theatre); music, sound design and post-production for film, television and radio; 
music and sound design for emerging new media (e.g. games, internet); 
software design; music education. 

 

 

Because of the musical content of the course, it is strongly recommended that 

Music Technology students have gained Grade 9-5 at GCSE Music, show an 

active interest in playing an instrument/singing, and can read basic notation. An 

interest in, or experience of using, music technology software to compose, 

sequence or record music would also be an advantage. 

What do I need to be able to study this A level? 
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UNIT 

A Level 
CONTENT 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Type & Style Weighting 

 
 
1 

 
Recording  

 Production tools and techniques to capture, edit, process and mix audio 
recording. 

  

 
 

Externally assessed  

 
 

20% 

 
2 

 
Technology based composition  

 Creating, editing, manipulating and structuring sounds to produce a technology 
based composition.  

  

 
           

Externally assessed 
 

 
 

20% 

 
3 

 
Listening and analysing 

 Knowledge and understanding of recording and production techniques and 
principles.  

 Application of knowledge related to three areas of study: 
-Recording and production techniques for both corrective and creative purposes. 
- principles of sound and audio technology 
- the development of recording and production technology. 
 

 
 

Written examination  
1 hour 35 minutes  

 
 

25% 

 
4 

 
Producing and analysing  

 Knowledge and understanding of editing, mixing and production techniques to 
be applied to unfamiliar materials provided by Edexcel in the exam.  

 Application of knowledge related to two areas of study: 
- Recording and production techniques for both corrective and creative 

purposes.  
- Principles of sound and audio technology.  

 

 
 

Written examination/practical paper 
2 hours 15 minutes, plus 10 minutes setting  

up time  
 

 
 

35% 
 
 

 

 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Facilities 
 
The Music Technology Studio is superbly equipped. The acoustically treated studio 
overlooks the hall, and has the facility to record anything from solo guitar to full 
orchestra and choir. There are ten iMacs, all boasting Logic Pro X software – 
computers that would look at home in any professional studio. Four different sizes of 
mixing desk and a large selection of professional quality microphones can be used 
for recording or mixing live sound, such as school concerts or bands. 


