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November 2019 

 

Opportunity 
November is a special 
month in the County    
calendar as it marks our 
annual Awards Evening 
at Guildford Cathedral. 
As well as the Class of 
2019 returning to collect 
their well-earned A’ Level 
certificates, students from 
across all year groups 
receive subject and 
House awards. It is a           
prestigious evening, with 
musical pieces and a 
guest speaker, which 
showcases the very best 
of what County has to 
offer. 
Our guest speak this year 
was Sam Jackson,     
Senior Managing Editor 
of Classic FM, Smooth 
and Gold radio stations. 
Mr Jackson’s speech was 
based around the themes 
of opportunity and belief, 
as he discussed his own      
personal journey to his 
current position, and how 
this was absolutely     
possible for each and 
every student collecting 
an award. As I reflected 
on these words, I         
witnessed the former 
Year 13 complete their 
County journey by      
receiving their awards. It 
has been a seven-year       

journey I have had the 
honour of seeing all the 
way, from their arrival in 
Year 7. I felt a huge 
sense of pride in the role 
our school has played in 
developing such         
wonderful young adults, 
who are now set for    
flourishing futures.  
At County we aim to    
develop well-rounded 
young people, through 
our motto and philosophy 
‘Give, Create, Succeed’. 
Our Class of 2019 can 
look back at seven years 
of exceptional lessons, 
involvement in a thriving 
House system, an     
abundance of extra-
curricular activities, 
school trips as close as 
Surrey University and as 
distant as Borneo, as well 
as County traditions such 
as the Carol Service,  
Dismissal Assemblies 
and the Sponsored Walk. 
In addition, they will also 
look back on all the love 
and support they have 
received from the whole 
staff during their County 
years. 
Mr Jackson spoke      
honestly about how we 
can be lured into         
believing that everyone 
else has their own career 

path set out in front of 
them, or that certain    
career positions are     
beyond us – however, if 
we actually believe in 
ourselves, anything is 
possible. Our approach 
as a school, is to offer as 
much opportunity as  
possible to our students. 
We encourage                            
participation in all areas 
of County life, and it has 
been wonderful, these 
past weeks, to see a new 
cohort of Year 7 students 
fully involved in the      
excitement of House  
Drama. In years to come 
these students will be on 
stage at the Cathedral, 
completing their County 
journey and collecting 
their awards. 
We hope Mr Jackson’s 
words are ringing in the 
students’ ears. Enjoy 
every moment of your 
school life, seize every 
opportunity, do not be 
blinkered … and who 
knows what incredible 
path you will venture 
down? 
Daryl Bond, Assistant Headteacher 

 

Awards Evening 2019 in Guildford Cathedral 



 

Page 2 

 
 

On Thursday 24 October, Guildford County School, in collaboration 
with the University of Surrey, held a fundraising event to raise     
awareness of the current economic crisis in Venezuela. We were 
delighted to be joined by Bryony Hutt, Humanitarian Operations   
Officer from Save the Children UK, who gave an inspiring                    
presentation about the organisation’s work, funding reproductive 
health clinics and child friendly spaces for Venezuelan refugees. This 
was followed by a screening of the Venezuelan docu-film La Soledad 
(2016, directed by Jorge Thielen Armand and sponsored by Pragda 
Film Distribution) which gives a moving account of life in Venezuela. 

Here, citizens currently face dire shortages of basic necessities - such 
as food, medicine, petrol and electricity - due to the rapid rate of     
inflation and a severe lack of infrastructure.  
The event was attended by around forty members of the general  
public, pupils of the school and staff and students of the university. 
We raised a fantastic total of £374 for Save the Children’s Emergency 
Fund to support the thousands of Venezuelan families who have been 
forced to flee their country. We hope this has gone some way in   
generating consciousness of the situation in Venezuela, highlighting 
the power of global cinema to draw attention to complex socio-
political issues throughout the world.  
 
Dr Catherine Barbour, Lecturer in Spanish, University of Surrey. 

 

As part of the Learning and Teaching panel, we are 
looking at  Lifelong Learning and how all of us enhance 
our learning, both inside and outside of education. For 
this, I spoke to Mr. Smith about his own personal ways 
of maintaining lifelong learning, as Headteacher. He 
said: 

“There are many ways you can enhance your learning -  
it is about finding what works best for you. For me, 
reading can enhance learning from many different    
angles, whether it be reading for pleasure or             
professional literature; you can develop your knowledge 
in any way. A balance is always good to have when 
learning; apart from the initial knowledge, reflection and 
application are required. Reflection could simply be   
revision or exercise, to allow yourself to understand and 
absorb what you have learned; application is actively 
applying what you have learned. For example, this 
could be discussing with peers, or even putting yourself 
out of your comfort zone to see what you are capable of 
doing. In this way, your knowledge is truly tested,     
allowing you to discover the potential of not only     
knowing but using the knowledge in real life. This 
demonstrates the true value of lifelong learning” 

Learning is never finished. It is an ongoing process for 
all of us and the key thing to remember is to actively 
use your knowledge by applying it in a real situation. 
James Bennett , Yr12 
 

Enhancing Your 

Learning 

Foreign Film Society 

Raising Awareness About the Crisis in Venezuela 

Supporting Save the Children’s  Emergency Fund 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR DONATION TO OUR CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY FUND 

Your gift of  

£374 

will help us reach children who need our help the most 

Studying Latin - Making Connections 
November is a month for remembrance, the poignant poetry of the First World War giving us pause for thought for all        
subsequent conflicts. ‘Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori’ quotes Wilfred Owen – but why should words from the Latin poet 
Horace have helped him and, another hundred years later, us to express horror at the senseless loss of life? 

The timelessness of the stories told in Latin texts means that time and again they hold a mirror to our own experiences as 
well as history. Tales of gods and heroes, of citizens and slaves encompass all aspects of human life and society. Julius 
Caesar encountering difficulties landing his troops on the shores of Britain has echoes of the difficulties of the D-Day landings 
in  Normandy. Aeneas’ epic travels as a refugee from a conflict zone to build a new life - facing great personal dilemmas and 
the hostility of local inhabitants - resonate with current experiences. 

It was Wilfred Owen’s creative gift to make the connections between his own age and Horace; our students, too, have the 
opportunity to think creatively, as they bring their imaginations to the richness of Latin texts. 

Susan Neil-Smith, Latin 

An ongoing process ... 
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Supporting School Improvements 

Athena INSET Day 

Before we went on our half term break, all teaching staff from schools 
across the Trust were invited to the Athena INSET day. It was a chance 
for us all to consider curriculum and our professional development anew. 
The teaching staff’s enthusiasm for Mary Myatt’s input was very strong. 

Mary spoke passionately on a wide range of topics; joyfully treading, and 
leaving, the ‘party line’ on occasions. 

I particularly enjoyed her work on ‘respecting the dignity of individual 
subjects’. The demise of ‘topic’ is a good thing in my book, even though 

we may have to commit and develop subject leadership at primary 
schools in new (or revert to old) ways. She also spoke of the entitlement 

for all. Whether a disadvantaged child, an SEN pupil or a child with    
disabilities, we should not dumb down material or make it ‘easy’. The 

beauty in learning is that sometimes it is hard. It should stretch us. 
Her thought experiment highlighted how we do enjoy a challenge and we 
do benefit from stretch. However, the conditions in which we achieve this 
are crucial. High challenge - low stress. Her example of the importance of 

self-assessment and re-call knowledge testing was illuminating. We do 
not need to collect marks to move learning forward! 

It was a wonderful day, and very powerful for the teachers to come     
together as a Trust and learn together.  

After all, we are better together. 
Jack Mayhew, Executive Headteacher  Athena Schools Trust 

 

 

 

 
Friends of Guildford County School  

Beard Construction 

www.beardconstruction.co.uk  

MEA Construction 

www.meaconsult.co.uk  

Business Planning Award sponsored by: 

Extended Thinking 

www.extendedthinking.com  

Gordons Partnership Solicitors 

www.gordonsols.co.uk  

Languages Awards sponsored by: 

School of Literature and Languages, 

University of Surrey 

www.surrey.ac.uk/school-literature-languages  

O & D Construction 

www.oandd.co.uk  

Art Awards sponsored by:   

Lytle Associates Architects 

www.lytleassociates.com  

Cheesman Brothers Ltd 
www.cheesmans.co.uk  

Guildford   

County School is 

hugely grateful 

to the sponsors 

of Awards 2019 

for helping to 

make our          

evening so                  

special. 
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 Last Friday, we celebrated another year of success at our annual 

Awards Evening, when we took time to recognise the fantastic 
achievements of our students. It was lovely to welcome back  
former Yr13s, to congratulate them on their A’ Level results, as well 
as appreciate parents and staff for being such a supportive     
audience. Our guest speaker, Sam Jackson, Senior Managing 
Editor of Classic FM, provided us with inspirational words and 
gladly identified that County has something special. Having been to 
many such ceremonies as part of the Lower School, it was now 

such a privilege to be there representing the Senior Team, 
whilst also celebrating the younger students successes. It is     
moments like these that make County unique; they enable 
students to feel proud of themselves and also proud to be a 
part of the ‘County family’. We must also say a huge thanks to 
the Music Department for filling the evening with glorious    
music, parents and carers for showing such pride in their    
children, the Leadership Team for organising the evening and 
finally all the GCS students for working so hard … keep it up! 

Jess Pearson, Head Girl 

https://marymyatt.com/


 

Page 4 
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Do’nuts on strings 

Bobbing for Apples 

What did I 

just do? 

Thoughts on . . . 

I liked how the sessions were 30 minutes so 
you could fit a big variety of subjects            

in one day. 
Tanisha 

 

In chemistry we did a practical which was a 

great insight into A’ level 
Sharuka Maharajah 

 

It was really useful to hear a summary of 
each course and what GCSEs you need to 

have to do it 
Ruby Sullivan 

 

I liked the sessions where we were taught an    
actual lesson, like in biology where we did 

the DNA structure. 
Naomi Parke 

 

It was great to not have to wear             

school  uniform 
Jacob Kobialka 

 

I liked the smaller classes, as you felt more 

involved. 
Oliver Longley 

 

There was a more relaxed and friendly   

atmosphere between students and teachers. 
James Tidbury 

 

I enojoyed the feeling of maturity! 
Isaac Davey 

There were two events in the first week back 
after half term to help Yr11 make some         
decisions about their next steps in their          
education.  On Wednesday 6th November our 
Yr11s joined us in the Sixth Form for A level 
lessons for the day. Students had been given 
the opportunity to choose in advance which 
lessons they wanted to try out. The vending 
machines and wireless chargers in the        
Common Room were just as popular as 
the  lessons themselves and everyone seemed 

to have a productive day!   

On Thursday 7th November we had 
our Sixth Form Open Evening where 
Year 11 students had the opportunity 
to speak to the A level subject       
teachers to help them decide which 
options to take. It was an incredibly 
busy evening with a lot of students 

from other schools also visiting.  

If anyone from our Yr11 still has any 
questions about courses, please do 
speak to the subject teachers or pop 
over to the Sixth Form and speak to 

one of the Sixth Form Team.  

The Sixth Form Team wish Yr11 ‘good 

luck’ for their mock exams!   

 
Helen Nurton 

Assistant Head Teacher 

Director of Sixth Form 

 

The whole session was 
very well thought out. As 
we walked in, there was 
loud music and  lots of 
lights, matching what may 
be considered to be a 
normal environment for us 
when out drinking or having 
fun.  A video then started playing showing local 
schools and colleges in Surrey - all very normal -  but 
after a couple minutes, the newspaper headlines 
turned to report on students from those schools being 
killed or becoming  seriously injured in car accidents. 

That really was the format of the morning, becoming 
accustomed to seeing people’s faces and then    
realizing how easily it could all be taken away! 

Many of the live talks on the stage  were from people 
in the emergency services that have had to deal with 
those fatalities, survivors of crashes, or those who had 
lost loved ones in an accident. 

Overall, the format was shocking and was designed to 
make us think hard. It also taught us that even just 
taking 5mph off your speed could mean the difference 
between hitting a lorry or not. 

Ultimately this small margin could make the difference 
between surviving or not. 

Safe Drive, Stay Alive  

Halloween Charity Day 

All Things Sixth Form 

£495 raised through the                           
Halloween event just before Half Term! 

As we are trying to get close to last 
year’s Charity Week total of           
£10,900 we are starting this                                 

year’s fund-raising early! 

Safe Drive, Stay Alive 
was a challenging, yet eye-opening event that all of 
Yr12 attended. The presentation included a range of 
emotional, true stories involving road accidents, told 
by the people that had to deal with them in Surrey, 
including young drivers. I think the experience left a 
shocking but important impact on everyone .        
Nova Yr12 
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‘At the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the Two Minute 

Silence is observed on Armistice Day, the day which marks the end of the First World 
War. Remembrance is part of modern British life, culture and heritage, and our poppy 

is the symbol of Remembrance and hope. Remembrance is not just about soldiers 
who died many decades ago; it is also about honouring the deaths of soldiers who 
continue to lay down their lives today . . . This morning we will hear The Last Post 

play and also listen to a Remembrance poem.                                                                   
        I ask that you remain silent throughout and think, with gratitude, about all of 

those who have laid down their lives to give you freedom’                                                       
Steve Smith Head of School 

Our country’s intelligence and 
security organisation, GCHQ,  

helps keep our forces safe.  

This year,                                                    
at its coastal site                                         

in Cornwall,                                        
it illuminated its                                      

largest satellite dish red,                              
representing a single poppy,     

standing in silent vigil. 

# Lest We Forget 

Mr Smith led our 
moment of                      
reflection. 

GCS falls silent to remember ... 

Dom Unwin played a 
particularly beautiful 

rendition of               
‘The Last Post’,                     

originally a sign that 
the camp was secure for 

the night. 
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GCS School Election 2019 
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All Houses returned a Lib Dem majority, apart 
from Windsor, returning Green.                    
There was also an excellent turnout of 41.27%
To put that into context, the last UK General Election, 
in 2017, was at 68.7% and in the USA, the 2018  
presidential election had 60.1%  The last US senate 
elections were 49.6%.Paul Comben, Government & Politics 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
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This year we were delighted to 
have our very own 6th former Amy 
Newcombe speaking about her year 
living in Ethiopia. Along with 
guests from Hillier House, students 
heard Amy relate what it was like to 
go to school, what she ate and the 
responses she got from locals who 
had never seen hair as blonde as 

hers!  

Ethiopia is a country of extreme wealth, extreme poverty 
and not much in between. While meeting people who had 
so little, Amy spoke about their warmth and friendliness; 

often the poorest were the most generous.  

Continuing with our relationship with Guildford Action, 
students brought food in for the homeless and we are very 
grateful to Mr Ayers and the 6th form for delivering these 
goods. The most food was brought in by Mr Hill's Hanover 

tutor group...for a second year running!   
Rebecca Griffin, Religious Education 

Judge each day by the                

Sixth Formers delivering food to Guildford Action 

Thank you, Amy 
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Help make a difference: shape our school’s sustainability culture;            
inform those around you; contribute to lasting change. 

 

This eco/climate club will focus on targeted changes we can make in school to improve our carbon footprint, reduce 
waste and educate each other on small adjustments to improve the future for everyone. 

Students will be able to work towards being the first GCS “eco-guardians”                                                                 
and help to propel the school towards an Eco-schools bronze award. 

 Involved students will have the opportunity to present the findings and action plan of their initial environmental            
review of the school, at our community sustainability evening here at County in January 2020. Watch this space! 

Lucy Whiteman, Science 
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W
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Overall Winners 2019 - Stuart House 

These wonderful photos 
and many more, by Mr James 
Anthony, will be available for 
viewing and ordering at our Photographic 
Exhibition on Tuesday 3rd Dec 16:00 - 18:00 

in C5 

 

Hanover 
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Stuart 
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Wildlife Photographer of the Year Trip 
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2019 Grand Title  

On Monday 4th November, 39 Yr10, 12 and 13 Art and Textiles 
students went to the Natural History Museum to see ‘The   
Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibition’. It is in its 55th 
year and shows work from around the world, from                             
internationally acclaimed to young hobby photographers. The 
exhibition immerses you in the breath-taking diversity of the 
natural world, as you encounter the beauty and fragility of  
wildlife, see fascinating animal behaviour and get to know  
extraordinary species, all exhibited on 100 stunning lightbox 
displays. Students used this opportunity to be inspired and get 
ideas for their own work, based on Natural and Architectural 

forms.   Isabel Baillie, Head of Art 

Heidi Pessant Yr12 wrote: ‘This exhibition was arranged into a variety 
of sections, from photojournalism to storytelling; there were 
different age groups too, including images taken professionally 
as well as those taken and presented by eight year olds. The 

exhibition showed the effect of photos being backlit, creating a new level of    
perspective on the importance of detail. With reference to our project urban vs. 
rural, the drone shot of the 'roo' hit by a vehicle in the Australian outback, shows 

the effect of urbanisation on rural life.  

Each image also had a short but detailed explanation, allowing a better         

understanding of the situation the photographer was in, or the backstory. 

The whole exhibition demonstrated the thought and care that goes in to         
presenting work; it made me think about different ways to present my final      
pieces. Many of the images were part of a series that told a story; sometimes 
ideas or messages need more than one image to really get across their      
meaning and, after researching some of the photographers, I had a better     

understanding of the meaning of their work and how important each little detail is. 

Th
e N

a
tu

ra
l H

isto
ry M

u
seu

m
 

P
h

ys
ic

s
 a

t th
e

 U
n

i o
f S

u
rre

y 

On Friday 15th November, Yr12 
students visited the University of 
Surrey to hear lectures exploring 
the broad question: ‘What is      
Physics?’. First, Prof. Jim Al-Khalili 
spoke about theoretical physics on 
the grand scale of planets and    
solar systems, describing ‘the      
history of gravity’. Just as a few of 
us had begun to get our heads 
around the concept of gravity as an 
indent in space time, the next 
speaker forced us to instead      
consider the laws of physics on a 
microscopic, quantum scale which 
seemed to defy the black and white 
world we know.                                             

This brief and shallow dive into strange and seemingly impossible   
ideas, kindled a great desire to learn more and discover the truths 
about the world of quantum mechanics, demonstrating the power of 
physics in creating questions and encouraging learning. Finally, we 
were introduced to the experimental nature of a career in nuclear 
physics, which pinned the theoretical ideas back down to the real 
world. With the speaker describing his visits to CERN, the many      
applications of his field, for example in transforming medical imaging, 
were brought to light. At the end of the event, it was clear that what 
sums up ‘Physics’ isn’t any particular set of equations or area of study, 
but rather the concept of questioning everything you know about the 
universe around you, and constantly being presented with new      
concepts which you are yet to understand. Rachel Doran & Emily Wolfenden Yr12 

 

Hi - we are both members of the    
Student Council. My name is Guy 
(from 9L) and I have been wanting to 
join this body for a while now. This 
year, I finally got the opportunity to be 
part of this amazing team. I got chosen 
after giving a speech, followed by a 
class vote and I now hope that I am 
able to help improve the school for 
everyone.  
Hello and my name is Dominic. I am 
the representative for 9H and was 
elected at the 3rd time of asking, having 
run in Yr7 and 8 unsuccessfully.  
In our first meeting we discussed what 
our goals should be for the future of 
the school. This was interesting (to say 
the least!) and we have now found 
many things to assist with. Our latest 
meeting was about the charity we 
should support, aside from the     
homeless charity, which we already 
donate to. We both can’t wait for the 
upcoming meetings and the overall 
opportunity to improve the school! 
Dominic McCarthy and Guy Bray Yr9  

Student Council 
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Focus on GCS Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary: 
 

Tue 26 Nov Shakespeare Schools Festival @ GLive 

Thu 28 Nov INSET 

Fri 29 Nov INSET 

Mon 02 Dec Yr11 Mocks begin 

Thu 05 Dec Foreign Film Society ‘The Salesman’ 

Fri 06 Dec Friends of GCS Christmas Café opens (6th-13th) 

Mon 16 Dec Nine Lessons & Carols @ Guildford Cathedral 

Fri 20 Dec Christmas Holidays begin  

 

Now the Halloween and Bonfire nights are over .. 
we seem to be on the fast track to Christmas! 
As is traditional, we are running an exciting   
Christmas Raffle and prizes include Airpods,    
Nintendo Switch Lite, Alexa 
and a Christmas Hamper 
ready for the festivities.  
Please show your support 
and buy what you can, at £1 
a ticket Please return the 
filled in ticket stubs and          
money to the school office. 
The Draw will be at the      
students' Christmas Lunch 
on the 18

th
 of December. 

Also … look out for the details for                                    
Warm Up to Christmas Café                 

running from 6th - 13thDecember            
with warming festive game,                    

hot chocolate                                         
and seasonal delights  

for kids to take on their walk home.   
All events are in aid of raising funds for 
school projects. Huda Gay, Chair of Friends of GCS 

 

Sports Desk 

October/November has been 
a busy period for County 
sports teams. Continued   
football, netball and rugby 
games have resulted in much 
success, as well as entries in 
the District Cross Country 
competitions, handball        
tournaments and basketball 
games. Special mention must 
go to Jack Vale, 9T, and      
Oscar Flood, 7H, who both 
came 4

th
 in the Junior and  

Under 13 cross country races, 
respectively. As well as this, 
the girls A and B Yr9 netball 
teams won their Guildford 
tournaments without losing a 
match.                                 
Congratulations to all involved 
this term!                             
Dave Ayres, Head of PE 


