
 

N
e

w
s

le
tt

e
r 

 

November 2020 

The Great County Food Drop 
Christmas Special 

During the first lockdown, my sons 
created a time capsule: collecting 

artefacts that would epitomise their 
experience of what the Ancient 

Greeks might have called this kairos 

in history. 

As part of this project, they asked me 
to write them a letter outlining my 

experiences. 

Crystallising the thoughts, feelings 
and actions of such a tumultuous 

period was hard to do.  Written over a 
few weeks, it eventually ran to 14 

pages.  It will likely never be read in 
its entirety again (if my sons ever 
have the time, I doubt they’ll have 
the inclination), but the process 

was nonetheless cathartic. 

In the last few weeks, facing the 
prospect of another lockdown, and 
with some students - sometimes 

whole year groups - having to                    
temporarily isolate at home, I have 

had moments of self-doubt. Do I have 
the energy and strength for this? 
Should I just jack-it-all-in and run 

away to a hut in the mountains? 

I hoped that digging out the                           
time-capsule letter would help,             

providing some inspiration from the 
past, a chart to help navigate the 

present and future. 

It did. Amongst lots of banal waffle 
and drivel, I came across a section 
where I reflect on the apocalyptic 

predictions that were being made in 
March 2020, detailing the claimed 
ways that civilised society would 

collapse. 

I wrote: 

“Society did not collapse. Far from it. 
Globally, scientists and other                             

academics collaborated at a speed 
and with a sharing and openness 

unseen previously in world history. 
Every Thursday evening at 8pm,                

people in the UK gathered outside their 
homes to Clap for Carers. Everywhere 

were acts of selfless caring,                      
compassion and consideration:                       

neighbours checked on the vulnerable; 
communities organised to raise money 

and help for those who needed it; 
cultural organisations - theatres,                 

cinemas, museums and galleries - 
gave their content free-of-charge 

online to entertain and educate 
through lockdown; children made 
rainbow posters in their millions,                      

billeting them on gates and in windows 
to thank our NHS workers; people 

volunteered for all manner of public 
service and charity work;                         

commercial companies repurposed 
their manufacturing to aid in the effort 
to combat Covid-19, making Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) and           
alcohol gel; all manner of shops and 

services offered freebies for NHS 
workers, from mobile phones to veg 

boxes. Through our food drop we were 
contacted by groups wanting fabric to 
make masks and scrubs for the Royal 

Surrey: the school                          
community donated it willingly              

alongside the groceries, and the                   

sewing-machine crew were soon           
overstocked. Of course, there were 

isolated examples of ignorance,                    
inconsiderateness, and ineptitude, but 

this was not a period when civilised 
society imploded. Instead, organising 
in new ways and forms, it blossomed. 

It lived up to its name.” 

Reading the letter reminded me of 
what our school community did last 

time that worked: we came                      
together, physically distant but closer 
than ever and, in new ways, looked 

after each other and moved forward. 

We did this in all kinds of ways,                           
including through the Great County 

Food Drop.  Over 24 weeks, relying 
on hundreds of volunteers to                 

donate, sort and distribute, we 
delivered over 2,000 bags of                   

shopping to those in our community 
who might have been finding things 

more difficult. 

With Christmas on the horizon, let’s do 

the same again. 

For a one-off Christmas Special, can 

we ask that, on  

Wednesday 16th December,  
students bring in as much as your 

families are able to donate to                       

our efforts. 

Details will follow in due course, but to 
help your planning, perhaps you could 

put together a bag of                                         
non-perishable food and toiletries, 

including a little Christmas luxury. 

It’s what we do.  We come together 

with a generosity of spirit because 

We Are County 
 

Jack Houghton, Head  of  Lower School 

Be careful not to miss 
the opportune         

moments in life … 

Kairos 
God of Opportunity,  

Luck and Favourable Moments 
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Who am I?  

My name is Charlotte Jenner and I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Director of 
English at Guildford County School. I was appointed during the strangest summer of my life, 

and to quote Lin-Manuel Miranda from Hamilton, ‘I am not throwin’ away my shot’   

Guildford County School has an incredible reputation – an educational establishment which 
endeavors to support, challenge and motivate each of their students to achieve their absolute 

best. It is my intention to help lead the English Department in facilitating our students’ journeys 
to success, and to see English as more than a government dictated necessity. I hope to show 
students that English holds the key to success – without communication how can we achieve 

anything? – and is far more than what they initially expect.  

Literacy is such a key component of communication and understanding, but it is a skill that 
tends to fall low on some schools’ priority lists. This is yet another reason that I am so glad to 

have joined Guildford County School at this time. We have started a seven-year                    
Literacy strategy and it is our intention that, at the end of those seven years, all students will 

have an increased understanding as to what Literacy is and how it contributes to their                       
education. I am now so pleased to be able to share with you our Literacy Vision: We believe 

that literacy is the key to success; we pledge to place literacy at the heart of our lessons, 
thereby improving both the academic and career outcomes of all of our students.  

I was incredibly fortunate to receive an education that I loved; school holds amazing memories 
for me of being truly understood by my teachers and being encouraged to take risks to further 

my academic curiosity and ability. I intend to emulate that experience with my students, and 
with the school as a whole. My experience at school helped to form my high standards as to 

what students can expect from educators, and what lessons should be; high standards which I 
have taken with me throughout my teaching practice and which I will continue to embed as 

part of our English curriculum.  

The English Department is staffed by an incredible team of educators, who want nothing but 
the best for their students and the subject. Whilst I understand that a lively debate around the 

true archetypal Shakespearean villain, at lunchtime, may not be everyone’s idea of fun, it 
shows how passionate the team are about their subject, and consequently why we strive for 

the most for our students.  

I must leave it there, as I fear that I have written far too much and am consequently upholding 
the English teacher stereotype. I look forward to meeting you at a future event, where I will be 

able to experience the true heart and soul of Guildford County.  
Charlotte Jenner, Director of English 

 It was wonderful to walk into Yr8 tutor rooms during Wednesday’s PSHE session last week, to see students fully engaged with the task of identifying different types of jobs and 
researching the skills or qualifications they require. The varied and engaging booklets that Mr Ollie Smith has created for both Lower and Upper School, including the wide ranging 
statutory PSHE topics, also include finance and careers guidance. 

The main focus of Yr8 PSHE this half term is based around the theme of ‘Proud to be me’. Students will consider their future, career aspirations, what enterprise skills are, and 
how jobs are changing. They will also be introduced to ‘Fast Tomato’,  a careers resource that students (and parents/carers) can access (in and out of school) to investigate       
different types of jobs and careers, in our ever changing world.  

While Yr8 build on their library careers investigation work from Yr7, our current Yr7 will have the same opportunity in their tutor rooms. Later in the year they will focus on careers 
and their future, including an introduction to financial education and transition points in their life. Yr9 will re-visit the ‘Fast Tomato’ website resources and focus on considering their 
option choices. Later in the year students will consider employment, as well as financial management, including saving and borrowing.  

Careers provision across Yrs10&11 takes a more tailored look at their future and provides support with post-GCSE life. Every Upper School student will receive guidance and, 
where possible, Covid permitting, a personal interview with our Careers Management Consultant, Gaynor Eke. A former Connexions advisor, Gaynor has worked with GCS for 
many years; she provides impartial advice where needed and has the ability to support students who may consider leaving GCS for college. Gaynor provided ‘virtual help’ to our 
current  Yr11&12 students during the first national lockdown and will return in December to begin the Yr10 student interviews. She is available for Yr10&11 careers advice and 
can be contacted at GEke@guildfordcounty.co.uk 

Upper School students will also consider employment rights and responsibilities, the understanding of payslips, take part in the Guildford County Business Game, and look at 
writing personal statements and CV styles. 

In Sixth Form, the feature lecture series, from a wide variety of industries, continues with a double-header on 19th November -  ‘Writing for TV’ and ‘Careers in the City’ (banking, 
insurance, accountancy and legal careers) are available for Yrs12 &13 students with an interest in those areas. We are also looking at developing the successful annual careers 
fair, led by Lesley Nicole and Julie Phillips, into a virtual platform for online research. This is potentially an exciting community careers resource for Upper School and Sixth Form, 
eventually providing resources, web links and webinars, across a range of different employment sectors.  

At every age, there’s so much to consider about one’s future career path. Whilst at County, I hope that students will enjoy thinking about their own future - feel informed,                  
supported and empowered - enabling them to take positive control of where they want to be in years to come. 

Jonathan Thorpe, Careers Lead   
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With maths that Year 11, 12 and 13 students 

know, you can find a solution to the problem.  

Here I have calculated (ask me to see my work-

ing!) that one of the solutions is the purple circle 

with Cartesian equation … 

The Appolonius Problem and Solution 
The figure below shows one of the 8 (yes there are 7 more!) solutions to the problem from October’s Newsletter. 

 

What was my point in the last article though?  My point is that all students at this school work with a number system that 
some of the best minds of the past would be baffled by … because they’re used to it. Further, my point is that our Yr 11,12 
and 13 students can solve a problem that couldn’t be solved by even the best minds for 1800 years. They can do that   
because they are benefitting from 100s of years of development and simplification. Further still, my point is that these are 
just two examples. There are plenty more, and it’s easy for us to come to school every day and not realise how useful what 

we’re learning is, for us as a species; also to take the knowing for granted. 

My final point would be that it’s very easy to think that all things                           
mathematical are now solved - done and dusted.  That is so far from the 
truth though.  The 7 Milennium Problems, chosen by the Clay Institute of 
Mathematics in the year 2000, are just 7 of thousands and thousands of 
unsolved problems in mathematics.  The 7 particular problems were  
chosen because they are generally agreed to be the most important for us 
to solve in order to advance further: to improve quality of life; to build 
better spaceships; to develop more efficient and clean energy; to                      
understand the inner workings of the universe … and much more besides.  
Each carries a $1million cash prize for a correct solution, as well as    
eternal fame of course (perhaps a newsletter in 2000 years will have your 
name in it as a mathematical hero …).  One of them has already been 
solved, but the other 6 are up for grabs - and new problems keep on             
coming in. Which of them in 2000 years will students be able to solve? Is 
there a really simple idea in each of these problems that, like coordinate 

geometry, we’re missing?  Will you be the one to find it?   

In your lessons, ask “why” and ask each other the same thing.  Ask who 
you live with, look for the answers in books, on YouTube and elsewhere 
on the internet.  If you would like to ask me about anything in this article, 
please come and find me and I will gladly talk to you, give you the                     
Desmos files for the pictures and point you in the right direction for further 

things to read and watch. 

 

 

Rick Phillipps, Director of Mathematics 

 

Mathematical  Olympiad for Girls 

GirlPower
 

‘We will always have STEM with us. Some things will drop 
out of the public eye and will go away, but there will always 
be science, engineering, and technology. And there will  
always, always be mathematics’ 

That quote is from Katherine Johnson, the inspirational mathematician who sadly died in February this 
year, aged 101. Katherine defied convention as a black woman who joined NASA in the 1950s and   
calculated the flight path for the first American to reach space in 1961, as portrayed in the film ‘Hidden 
Figures’ 

At County, we have plenty of girls who are challenging the gender stereotypes around maths, even if 
they don’t realise it, by being amazing mathematicians.  Recently 6 of these students took part in the 
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls, or MOG, run by the UK Mathematics Trust.  It had to move online this 
year, but that didn’t stop our girls rising to the challenge of 2.5 hours of problem solving. 

Emily Wolfenden, whose result was in the top 25% nationally, said, ‘Despite it being a rather busy time 
of Yr13 for me, I was keen to make space for the MOG, as I find the challenge highly rewarding and  
enjoyable’.  Eleanor Daniels in Yr11, who was also in the top 25%, reflected, ‘I relished the opportunity 
to see what I could do in the Olympiad, and the satisfaction of tackling maths at such a high level’. 

Congratulations to all the girls who participated.  Next up will be the results of the online Senior                 
Mathematics Challenge, for which over 30 students from Yrs 11-13 volunteered to take part.  Watch this 
Space….. 

Carole Weston, Mathematics Department 
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County Sixth Form 
was a brilliant 
preparation for all 
the things I went on 
to do, as well as a 
fantastic experience. 

We promise you the best in 
teaching,  lots of opportunities, 

and we’ll prepare you for the 
next step into the world. 

We try to tailor what is 
needed to every individual. 

I came here for 
the basketball … 

for me it is the 
perfect place to 

be. 

 

I w
anted to com

e here because I really liked the com
m

unity 
and w

elcom
ing spirit. I w

as really im
pressed w

ith their 
results too. 

Studying science at Sixth Form really 
helped me to go into depth and piece 

things together. 

More and more students are taking up the 
challenge to learn                                                          
about politics. 

You don’t need to choose between the academic and co-curricular side of things.                                               

You can do both and have a great time along the way.  

We welcome you! 

We managed to raise 

£10,000 for our three 

charities -  it was so 

rewarding 

There is a fantastic musical                          
community that I have engaged with. 

With our class sizes being                        
smaller, we create a comfortable 
atmosphere to explore and achieve 
the best results. 
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Halloween Technology 
Week 

During the last week of the Autumn 
Term we, the Senior Team,       

organised a Halloween Technology 
week for the Lower School.                    
Commencing with a one-off                     

pumpkin carving House                           
competition, as well as a school 

mufti day - featuring amazing         

costumes from all years - we successfully raised 
£760 for our County Community. Not bad,                                    

considering the delays and restrictions of COVID-19! 
Thank you very much to everyone involved at all 

levels; this amazing week wouldn’t 
have been possible without your 
help. I hope everyone had just as 
much fun as I did. Now onwards 
and upwards towards Christmas                     

celebrations :)  

Tuesday Lovegrove, Deputy Head Girl  

Some stunning pieces of Art celebrating The Big Draw 

 What a feast for the eyes this year’s 'Big Draw' is! We have been truly blown away by the      
creative ideas, interests and skill that is at 'County'.   

This year's 20th anniversary theme 'Climate of Change', asked people to respond to the                    
drastically changing world that we live in, making a mark with meaning and using drawing as a 
tool for expression, creativity, learning and sharing ideas. The resulting work is currently on                 
display in the Art Department windows as well as brightening up the hotboard (above) located at 
the end of A-Block’s main corridor. Go and have a look!     Izzy Bailie, Head of Art 
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Refreshing, Reflecting, Rejoicing, Returning 

 

Refreshing our Crush Hall display, by   
replacing the stunning photographs of our 

last GLive Gala with wonderful new                    
images from the more recent school     

production of Sweeney Todd, provided a 
poignant moment for reflection.  

The memories evoked, although still warm 
and emotive, felt strangely distant too; so 
much has happened on the world stage 
recently. Infact, the realisation that our 

County retelling of the epic tale from Fleet 
Street had only taken place in February of 

this same 2020, produced disbelief. 

What it also produced was a feeling of   
empathy: empathy for all the music and 

drama students here at County who have 
had performance opportunities limited or 

curtailed; empathy for House Captains 
who are presently missing out on ‘their 

moment of glory’ directing House Drama 
2020; and indeed, empathy for all                                 

performers across the globe who are                    
having to temporarily quench their creative       

thirst and restrict their ‘bread and            
butter’ diet of live performance. 

In the meantime, a therapy for all may be 
in a simple rejoicing; applauding and                  

celebrating all that has already                            
entertained; as well as looking forward to 
the inevitable phoenix-like return of future  
inspiring and uplifting medicine from the 

world of Performing Arts.  
 

Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 

Photographs, as always, by kind permission of James Anthony 
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The ‘Royal British Legion’ red poppy 
is a humble, yet poignant, symbol of 
remembrance and hope, honouring 

fallen soldiers. 

The actor, Mark Rylance, is someone 
who chooses to wear the white ‘Peace 
Pledge’ poppy to recognise that 90% of 

casualties of war are now civilian. 

Wednesday 11th November 

Mr Smith led the whole school in 
our ‘virtual’ act of Remembrance. 

Tutor groups gathered to                            
remember, and the community 
was still, in collective silence. 

 

County Remembrance 2020 

Mrs Bosco Reid read from  

‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon 

Yr12 Reuben Benjafield-John played  

‘The Last Post’ 
- a signal of respect at military                          

funerals to indicate a soldier 
has gone to his or her final 

resting place 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted; 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 
 
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;  
They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time; 
They sleep beyond England's foam. 

“An unreal thought 
was running through 

my mind. I had a     
future. It took some 
getting used to – this 

knowledge. There was a 
future ahead of me, 

something that I had 
not imagined for some 

years. All that                       
mattered was that the 

war was over, and by a 
miracle I had come 
through it when so 

many better men had 
not.” 

Lieutenant Richard Dixon,  

Royal Artillery 

The focus for                        
Remembrance 2020  

was                               

‘Coming Home’ 

Soldiers coming home, 
after years of                  

conflict, had to adjust to 
a ‘new normal’                            

- a concept we may now 
be even more able to 

empathise with. 
 

Very many thanks to  

Paul Comben, Head of History, 
for preparing the content of our 
2020 Remembrance ceremony 
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The purpose of this article is not to go into 
details about what Black History month is; 
instead I wanted to write about three ways 
that it has been, and will continue to be,                      
significant to Guildford County.                                          
Accompanying this article are three                           
historical moments and people that I have 
used to illustrate the significance of Black 
History Month, and the conversations it has 
begun in our school community. All the 
events are ones that students have or will 
study at some point in their time with us.  

One of the reasons it is significant to our                       
students is that it is our shared history. Black 
history and the history of ethnically diverse 
communities is not a side note of British                    
history -  it is British history. One way we 
showed this to students is through the story 
of John Blanke - a story that surprised many 
students, but also highlighted that black                 
people have, in fact, been part of our history 
for centuries. 

Another reason for its significance is to help 
the students widen their understanding of 
the ethnically diverse communities that 
make up our country and the world. The         
story of the Malian Empire and Mansa Musa 
gives our Yr8 students a chance to escape 
from a Western European perspective and 
recognise the rich diversity of history seen in 
all parts of the world.  

Finally, its relevance rests in its current and 
ongoing significance. The Bristol Bus                     
Boycott is recent history and shows a level 
of racism in this country that surprises many. 
There are still many difficulties for ethnically 
diverse communities and our students need 
to recognise this, as they learn and                         
understand the world. From the History                       
Department’s perspective, it has given us a 
commitment to improve our curriculum and, 
in turn, give County students a depth and 
range of history they deserve. 

I hope you enjoy reading about the events, 
people and lessons from the small selection 
of stories presented.  
    Paul Comben, Head of History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Blanke is just one example of Black people 
present in English History that are often           
unknown. However, as a trumpeter in the courts 
of Henry VII and VIII, he was actually a                              
noticeable figure. 

He most probably came to England with Catherine of 
Aragon in 1501. We have records of him earning 8 
pence a day - about £12 a year - which is twice what a 
normal worker would have made and three times as 
much as a servant. 

He left England in 1514 with Princess Mary when she 
married the French King and, most likely, stayed in the 
French court, but he is still a part of Tudor history, as 
seen in the above image from the 1511 Westminster 
Tournament Roll. 

His story is important in removing the idea that Black 
people are only a part of our history due to slavery. 
Blanke shows that Black people have in fact been part 
of British history for many centuries.  
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Mansa Musa I and the Malian Empire 
In Yr8, we teach our students about slavery and the actions of the British Empire. One of the 
biggest myths that we have to dispel is about life in Africa before the C18th. Many assume that 
the history of the nations of Africa is one of small-scale communities and limited ‘civilisation’ 
compared to Europe.  
Students are given a research and shared learning task into many different pre-C18th nations. 
One of the most interesting is the story of the 
Malian Empire and its ruler from c.1280-c.1337, 
Mansa Musa I. The Malian Empire itself                         

covered an area larger than Western Europe and contained many centres of 
trade and learning. Timbuktu was home to a university and people would travel 
there from across the continent. Their ruler Mansa Musa I was also the richest 
man in history. On a trip to Egypt he brought so much gold with him that he                       
devalued the currency and destabilised their economy.   
This research is key to helping students move away from a Western European 
outlook by recognising the rich cultural history enjoyed by all ethnic groups and 
communities across the world, as well as in Britain. 

 Dates for the Diary: 

Fri  27 Nov INSET DAY 

Mon  30 Nov Yr11 Mocks begin 

Thu 10 Dec Yr 12 & 13 Parents Consultations 

Wed 16 Dec County Christmas Food Collection 

Thu 17 Dec Christmas Nine Lessons - Virtual 

Fri 18 Dec School Closes for Christmas 

 

When you hear the term ‘bus boycott’ most people think of the USA 
and the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955-56. However, Britain also 
saw a similar event that had a significant impact on this country. 
Led by youth worker Paul Stephenson and the West Indian                        
Development Council, they boycotted the buses of Bristol for four 
months, in opposition to the use of the ‘colour bar’. The colour bar 
was the actions of employers, landlords and institutions that                     
discriminated against ethnically diverse communities in this                     
country. 
The Bristol Bus Boycott success was in getting the bus company to 
back down and remove the colour bar, allowing for greater                        
employment opportunities. It also proved to be influential in the 
passing of the Race Relations Acts of 1965 and 1968, both of 
which removed discrimination in public places, employment and 
housing. Legal changes such as these were crucial in allowing                       
attitudes to change. 
This event is significant in showing students that, while they may 
assume that laws have long protected equality and freedom in this 
country, they were only recently hard fought for and won.   

Bristol Bus Boycott 1963 
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Sports Desk 
The re-emergence of competitive sport has 
seen many challenges over the last few 
months. However, we were lucky enough 
to get one fixture in before the second 
wave of restrictions were introduced. This 
came in the form of our newly formed 6th 
Form Basketball team. The team and their 
coach, Lekan (from Surrey Rams), have 
worked tirelessly in their training and have 
set a fantastic example to other students 
throughout the school, in terms of what it 
means to be dedicated and committed. A 
first tough away game did not see the   
results the team wanted; however it has 
not dampened their spirit or resolve and 
they were all back training again at 7:30am 
the next day, with their sights set on the 
next game. We are looking forward to   
seeing just what these students will go on 
to achieve and we wish them the best of 
luck in the rest of the season! 

 

Keep up date with all news and events in 
the PE department. 
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The Sports & Community Lettings team were excited to open the doors to our new sports hall for Community Lettings on 
2nd November. With strict protocols in place to ensure the premises remained COVID-secure, it had been no mean feat 
to get to this stage. It was a short-lived delight, of course, given we then had to suspend all bookings from 5th November 
until 2nd December, but gave some useful insight in how our processes worked. 

A new member to our letting community is the Surrey Storm Netball U17 Central Academy Hub, who managed to 
squeeze in their trials on the eve of Lockdown 2.0, having been delayed from September. This hub is the first step on the 
netball performance pathway that could ultimately lead to being selected as an England Netball Rose. These talented 
athletes will be back training weekly in the sports hall, once restrictions ease. 

Emily Nemeth, Head of Surrey Storm Netball's Performance Pathway and England Roses National Academy Selector, 
attended those trials and was impressed both with the quality of the players and with the new venue:  

"Surrey Storm is delighted to have secured Guildford County School's new sports hall to host one of our U17 Academies. 
It's a bright, airy, high-quality venue, and so close to the home of the franchise at Surrey Sports Park". 

County Sixth Form Basket Form Team 

Special mention 
must be given to our 
Yr11 student,           
Martha Coles, who 
successfully trialled 
to be part of the 
academy. She's 
played and                        
captained the 
school netball 
squad as well as 
being a member of 
Wey Valley and Rushmoor Netball Clubs. We wish her all the 
very best of success as she steps up to the next level in her 
netball achievements. 

Photo: Martha, back row far right, as part of the 2017                 
Guildford County School Year 7 County Campion netball 
squad. 

Please follow our new  

Instagram page 
gcs_pe_department 


