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One of my roles at GCS is 
curriculum design, and     
thinking about curriculum is            
everywhere at the moment. 
HMIs have recently visited 
schools, seeking views on 
how the curriculum should 
best be inspected, and the 
latest OFSTED framework, 
which came into force in   
September 2019, certainly 
puts curriculum centre-stage, 
in its assessment of the    
quality of education a school 
provides. 

In short, this has generated 
much debate about what 
young people should learn 
and why. But ... it is more 
than just about making the 
best use of a student's 
15,000 hours in school - the 
curriculum also embodies our 
values as a school and our 
sense of purpose. 

The question, therefore, of 
what makes for a great 
school curriculum, is         
understandably complex; 
there is no straightforward 
answer, due to the differing 
needs and characteristics of 
each unique student. What 
all great schools do have in 
common, however, is       
clarity of curriculum vision. 
Great schools may not      
necessarily look to the      
Government to set the    
framework for what they 
teach, but are creative and 
brave when designing       
provision with the bespoke 

needs of their own students 
at heart. 

At GCS we have a clear    
curriculum statement, which 
outlines the rationale for what 
is taught. It clarifies our 
school's vision and values, 
and explains the expected 
and intended outcomes for 
our children. There is lots of 
planning, monitoring and   
reviewing to ensure that it is 
appropriate and relevant to 
our students and school    
context. We also ensure that 
we equip students with 
knowledge and character to 
prepare them for their           
departure from GCS, and the 
move into the rapidly     
changing world in which we 
live.  

Martin Robinson, in Trivium 
21, states that 'knowledge 
can be viewed as the cultural 
glue that passes on the best 
that has been thought, said or 
done.' Mary Myatt, in The 
Curriculum: Gallimaufry to 
Coherence, believes that 
knowledge builds on 
knowledge and that the more 
you know, the more readily 
you can learn something 
new, as you have a lot more 
analogies and points of     
contact for connecting the 
new knowledge 

As well as acquisition of 
knowledge, students need to 
be able to use, practise and 
apply this knowledge and 

understanding, focusing on 
the skills and character traits 
required when they leave 
school. Students need to   
appreciate the link between 
the knowledge and skills they 
learn, and how these will be 
relevant in the world beyond 
the classroom. Enrichment 
and co-curricular activities 
need to be cemented to the 
core curriculum, as they can     
increase the opportunities 
available for students to   
practise domain skills.       

Traditionally, sport is seen as 
an area where people learn 
resilience, 'but it is only when 
you point out to a student that 
picking yourself up and      
carrying on, is a key skill both 
in sport and maths, that       
resilience starts to be a more 
meaningful concept.'         
Deborah Eyre in Creating 
Advanced Learners.  

Perhaps the best way to   
answer ‘What makes a great 
curriculum?’ is through its 
impact. When we see        
students enjoying their     
learning in all areas of the 
curriculum, and when we see 
them concentrating,           
enthusiastic, engaged and 
making progress across all of 
their subjects and                           
experiences, then we know 
the curriculum is great. 
 

 

Antonella Bosco-Reid 

Deputy Headteacher 

Concentration and engagement in learning . . .  
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Robot Wars, GCHQ, and Red Hat 

What makes you “love learning”? 
It is an incredibly difficult question to answer, why one may “love learning”, so I’m 
going to defer answering it until the final paragraph.  
Arguably, one of the most important components of learning is revision – in fact, 
revision can often be thought of as re-learning. Successful revision is an excellent 
use of time, and I think there are probably three main components that make  
revision a success - these were certainly of most use to me. 
The first component is planning. Most of the time, elaborate planning is not        
necessary, but closer to mocks and exam season, having a day-by-day outline of 
what to do when, is incredibly useful. Planning also allowed more time to be      
allocated to subjects requiring more work, whilst also ensuring that no subject was 
neglected.  
Secondly - whilst almost all revision is good, some forms, dependent on subject,  
have more impact than others – so, a variety of revision techniques is hugely 
important. Everyone has a different revision strategy, but the key for me was variety 
of methods. There is very little benefit if a revision style doesn't suit you – for    
example, I’m not a huge fan of flashcards, so I kept these to a minimum.  
Regardless of technique, revision should be building up to the final component – 
past papers. A sad reality is that, for now, exam technique is the most important 
thing and past papers are the best way to gauge whether you know both the   
content and can apply it. Perhaps a recurring theme, but these past papers also 
need planning; for most subjects there were 2 or 3 papers of the right format, so I 
was careful not to use them too early. Becoming familiar with the mark scheme 
and reading a few examiners reports, was an incredibly good time investment too. 
Knowing how to get marks is invaluable, and, along with the specification these 
are the best source of relevant and accurate information.  
I don’t think that it is of great importance whether or not you like all of your subjects 
at GCSE. It is certainly helpful to be passionate about some of them, but I don’t 
think this is by any means necessary. The point is not to become fully                         
knowledgeable in a subject, only to build up a solid understanding and skill base. 
What I think is important is that you gain respect for all your subjects. Even if 
personally you don’t like a subject, and initially can’t see why anyone would waste 
their time with it, there will always be someone who is incredibly passionate about 
it. By understanding why others like a certain topic and how the topic is                          
applicable beyond the relatively narrow scope of GCSE, you can begin to        
respect it. In this way, there is often a benefit to using material for revision that 
is not tailored towards the examinations. There may be subtle details that are 
not prescribed by the specifications, but which may still help make connections 
between topics and  assist in putting things into a wider context. This is the most 
fulfilling type of revision, as it involves less rote learning and demands a bit 
more engagement. These fundamental tasks, if done enough, can eventually 
make you ‘love learning’                       James GilesYr12 

Giving prospective     

students a good old 

County welcome . . . 

Open Evening 2019 

GCS musicians drum up interest on the Farnham Road, 

as individual faculties treat visitors to inspirational insights! 

Challenge & Life Long Learning 

Wednesday's Lower School     
Computing STEM Club has been a 
great success so far this year, with 
20+ students (boys and girls)  
turning up regularly to build Lego 
robots, program them to move, and 
then shoot balls at each other! At 
the same time there are also some 
very keen programmers learning to 
write code in Python (Wednesday, 

C6, 3:30 - 4:30pm). 

We also have budding Yr9 students who are involved with the 
annual GCHQ Cyber Discovery challenges, and, as usual, these 

challenges are indeed extremely … challenging! 

Currently in the pipeline, is a competition organised by the 
software company, Red Hat, alongside Lord Wandsworth 
College, and the University of Surrey. GCS students are to 
compete to create a working 
app for their chosen charity. 
This is to be presented and 
judged in June 2020. Watch 

this space! Richard Herbert,, Head of Computer Science 

 

This summer I attended a 
maths residential course 
at Murray Edwards     
College, Cambridge.          
I worked collaboratively 
with other girls to solve 
problems that are similar 
to questions we would 
have to tackle at               

university. One of the main aims of the course was to encourage 
young women to study STEM subjects, as they are still male-
dominated.  In order to do this, the college put on talks from 
different inspiring female scientists and mathematicians,     
including Dame Athene Donald, who is the chancellor of   
Churchill College, Cambridge and an incredibly accomplished 
physicist. She talked about her own journey and how many 
young women experience ‘imposter syndrome’ - feeling they 
don’t deserve their place at university. The aim of the course 
was not only to inspire young women to apply for places on 
STEM degrees but also to ensure that those who do, feel happy, 

confident and able to fulfil their potential.  

I found the talks inspiring and really enjoyed the opportunity to 
engage in challenging maths with like-minded girls from a range 

of backgrounds. Izzy Lockhart Yr13 
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Murray Edwards College 
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House Captains Review 

Windsor have had an excellent start to the year, with 
students across the school adjusting to their new 
phases, and, of course, welcoming a wonderful new 
cohort of Yr7s! We look forward to seeing them 
thrive this year, especially in the upcoming House 
Rowing competition, on Wednesday 23rd October, 
as well as in House Drama in 3 weeks time. Fingers 
crossed for a third victory in a row in House Drama, 
with an exciting script from James Giles and Esther 
Manze, ably assisted by Yr12 &13 Windsor        
students. This collaborative spirit is what Windsor is 
all about, so good luck to everyone - we can't wait to 
see what Windsor House can accomplish in this new          

academic year! Ollie & Bethan 

Coming back after the summer holidays, it is  
always so nice to welcome the new Yr7 Yorkies 
into the fold and discover all the strengths that 
they have to offer.  We are really excited about the 
up and coming House events and are very hopeful 
that we will be successful in all of them. We have 
really wonderful Yr12s running House Drama and 
it is looking great already, so everyone is excited 
to see the final outcome on the day. House    
Rowing will also  hopefully be another success 
and bring in some more points on the score board. 
We know that the whole of York House will get 

involved and put in a huge effort as we usually do. 

Stella & Harry 

Tudor House entered the academic year with 
energy and promise, as we welcomed our Yr7s into 
the fold, along with our new Head of House, the 
lovely Miss Macadam. Yr7 seem to be settling in 
well and are quickly becoming strong assets to the 
Tudor team. Many of them have, straight away, got 
involved in House Drama. Rehearsals started just a 
couple of weeks ago. This year our talented Yr12 
team is directing, and they have some brilliant 
ideas; we are very excited to see the final result in 
November! As well as that, we have House Rowing 
this Half Term, which is always lots of fun. We look 
forward to watching every member of Tudor     
flourish, as they get involved in all the activities to 

come! 

Emily & Alex 

As we move into our second term of office 
as House Captains of Hanover, Madiha and 
I are really proud of our start to the new 

academic year. 

Despite not doing as well as we had hoped 
in House Rowing, great spirit was shown 
and a lot of fun was had in the process.  
With the Yr12s now also working hard on 
script and direction, we are optimistic going 
into House Drama. Thanks to everybody 
who is taking part in these House activities - 
your enthusiasm is greatly appreciated by 

us both! 
Jamie & Madiha 

It is great to be back, still very excited from    
Lancaster’s first place win at House Athletics last 
academic year and we are now looking forward to 
what this new term has to bring. The Yr12     
students are well underway with House Drama 
rehearsals and we believe we have a very good 
chance this year. House Rowing is coming up 
this Wednesday too and we can’t wait to get 
some great results from that. We also have 
House Chess starting the first week back from 
Half Term, so we have time to refine our chess 
skills until then! We wish everyone a restful week 

off and look forward to the competitions ahead. 

Billy & Hora 

Our ambition for this year is to be as successful as  
possible in all House events and to hopefully lift the 
House Cup at the end of the year. After a brilliant start as 
House Captains, we are now looking to build on our 
success. House Rowing, coming up, is always an    
exciting event, because all years are involved. We have 
always looked forward to being ‘the loud Sixth Formers 
at the front’ encouraging the students, so I think we will 
enjoy it. Of course, we will be giving our all as part of the 
event too.  House Drama, one of the biggest events of 
the year, is currently in progress. The script and      
directing for our piece are being organised by the     
wonderful Yr12s from Stuart House, and from what we 
hear, they are doing a great job. We cannot wait to see 
the Lower School students in Stuart showcasing their 
talents after Half Term. It should be brilliant! Tom & Elodie 

Images featured below are the House Art entries from Summer 2019 
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We moved to Hong Kong in the middle of August, having taken 
up a teaching post at Harrow International School.                
Arriving from the UK, a 35 degree heat, heavy with humidity, 
was challenging, but as we now move into November, although 
still wonderfully warm, the humidity has dropped. 
The school campus has a beautiful site, straddling  the side of a 
leafy mountain, overlooking the Gold Coast beach, which is 
actually formed from sand, imported many years ago.  
The school day here begins with Period 1 at 08.15 and ends 
after seven 55 minute sessions at 16.30. There are actually 
about the same number of students here, as at County, but they 
come from all over the world. Some students board, but those 
who don’t, still often stay to attend further tutoring in a variety 
of endeavours, both academic and extra curricular. They all 
work incredibly hard, late into the night. 
Whilst Hong Kong is best known for the financial district and its 
high rise architecture, these features are only a small part of 
what is on offer here. We can spend evenings paddle boarding 
on the beach, climbing through the nearby mountain trails, and 
sailing off on “junks” to explore the different islands and their 
coves.  
As many of you will be aware, it is quite a controversial time to 
have moved to Hong Kong, with pro-democratic protestors 
demonstrating almost every day. As with much of the world 
currently, there exists a deep political divide between its    
people, and it remains to be seen what the outcome of this 
situation will be.                                             Milo Bellamy 

Our Man in Hong Kong 

View from The Peak 

   Over the summer, a screen, projector and blinds, funded by 
Guildford County Friends, were installed into the          
Library. Already the Yr7s have really benefitted from 
these, as for the Book Buzz presentation, we were able to 
show the videos of the authors talking about their 
books. We also made full use of this facility at Open     
Evening, as we showed a rolling montage of photographs 
of all the activities which our pupils enjoy.  
Our book stock has been increased recently with a       
number of horror books being purchased. The Manga 
selection is also continually being expanded. This has 
proved to be a very popular genre, with few books staying 
on the shelves for long and there is often a waiting list for 
books in the series.  
We also continue to enjoy the services of a team of pupil 
librarians who help 
with book covering, 
the preparation of 
books for the shelves, 
issuing, returning and 
creating displays. 
They are very      
generous with their 
time and we are 

extremely  grateful 
for the expertise 
they now provide.    

 
Heather Wahl,  
Librarian 

  

Screams and Screens in the Library 
Enjoying the new                          

AV facilities in the Library, 

thanks to                         

Guildford County Friends 

Masterclass in book covering 

At Guildford County School, over the last 

4 weeks, Yr12 Government and Politics 

students have partaken in a mock   

general election. Five different students 

voluntarily decided to come forward and 

act as candidates for each of the five 

significant parties in England: The Brexit 

Party, The Green Party, The Liberal 

Democrats, The Conservative Party and 

The Labour Party. During this process, 

candidates campaigned for their       

particular party, which included going in 

to tutor groups  in the main school and 

talking to students, telling them why 

they should vote for their party. Also, 

students in each respective party,   

designed and printed posters to promote 

their policies. A significant event during 

this campaign period was the debate, in 

which the five student candidates came 

together in front of an audience; they 

were asked questions about their      

primary policies and the candidates also 

discussed their differences. Those who 

stood out were the candidates for the 

Brexit Party, the Conservative Party and 

the Labour  Party, as they all engaged in 

continuous heated debate. Predictions 

for the   elections are as follows: the 

Brexit Party – 35%; the Conservative 

Party – 5%; the Green Party – 20%; the 

Liberal Democrats – 25%; the Labour 

Party – 15%. This activity has been  

incredibly beneficial for Government and 

Politics students in Yr12 - especially the         

candidates - as they all had the         

opportunity to experience what it would 

be like to be a political figurehead, and it     

certainly showed students the position 

that political figures put themselves in, 

both when persuading the general    

audience and also when talking to    

individuals. Ads Cieslik Yr12 

GCS Mock Election 

GCS Mock Election 
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As a Music College, we aim to give as many opportunities as possible to 
students, and part of this is offering the chance to learn instruments.  

On Friday 18th October, our Senior Brass Ensemble performed as part of our 
Brass Launch assembly to Year 7. There were further demonstrations from 
our 6th form students on Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone and Tuba.   
Students were then invited to try out these instruments with our instrumental 
teachers. If students are interested, we offer a few free lessons and the loan 
of an instrument. Once lessons have commenced, there are also  a further 
four different Brass ensembles open to students to enjoy, share and apply 
their learning.    Caroline Gale, Director Of Music  

 

On Tuesday 15th October, our Music          
Ambassadors, organised the first in the year’s 
series of informal concerts. They focused this 
time on giving a platform to our pianists, and 
students from all year groups provided us with 
repertoire from Haydn to Wayne Shorter. The concert finished with a lively duet from Felix 
and Matty.  

“What I enjoyed most about this concert was just how impressed I was with the standard. 
As a trombonist and someone who can barely play the piano, I found myself incredibly      
impressed and proud of all the performers on stage. This is one of the things I love most 
about music - there is no limit " Cameron Bahmaie Yr13 M
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Sixth Form Students Inspire Yr7 Pupils 

As bold as brass ... 

 

Here at County we are in the process of increasing our pupil and staff 
awareness of wellbeing and mental health. This is with a view to         
eventually embedding well-being and mental wellness into our daily 
routines.  
We all have physical health which we talk about, so why not our mental 
health too? There is a direct correlation between achievement and good 
mental health, so watch out league tables, here we come!  
To spread the word and show support for young minds.org and their 
tireless campaigning for young people's mental health, County staff and 
pupils attended school on the 10th October wearing many a shade of 
yellow - from the softest barely yellow to the harshest very yellow. We all 
showed, yet again, the unquestionable camaraderie and awareness at 
our school.  
Although not this year, it is my hope that we add mental health fundraising 
to our regular list of the charities we support. Philippa McHattie  O
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#helloyellow 2019 
English Department 

Trips to . . . 

Benjamin Zephaniah @ GLive 

Jekyll & Hyde @ The YA Mill  Studio 

 
Along the English corridor 
we display a timeline of 
window transfers:                 
quotations which chart the 
development of our subject. 

Towards one end we have 
an extract from one of our 
chosen  poems, “What 
Stephen Lawrence Taught 
Us”, by Benjamin                  
Zephaniah.  The acerbic 
aggression of his words 
makes it one of our           
favourites, so when we got 
the opportunity to watch the 
man himself, at G Live, it 
was something we couldn’t 
pass up.  Part performance, 
part autobiography… being 
able to hear and explore the 
context of his work gave the 
hundred or so students a 
taste of who this poet is who 
adorns the walls of their 
English department. 
Jack Houghton                         
Head of English 

From Thursday 10th through to Saturday 12th October, 
students took in the modern adaptation of Jekyll & Hyde at 
the Mill Studio, Yvonne Arnaud Theatre. The Saturday 
matinee was taken over by GCS students doing a bit of 
weekend school text study, giving them a different insight 
into an interpretation of the novella by Stevenson!  A 
fantastically acted performance led to many talking points 
on Monday ... some students liked the performance; some 
preferred the text - duality of discussion in action!          
Jane White, English & Head of Yr12 
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GCS Sponsored Walk 2019 
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The weather was dull  

but spirits and hats                             

were bright! 

 So, many miles have been walked in the last few months . . ...but ...        
guaranteed 
none have 

walked more 
than Mrs 

Peacock, after 
36 years of 
dedicated 
service to 
Guildford 
County! 

Thank you, 
Lorraine! 

We will all 
miss you                      

and wish you 
a very         
healthy                     

and happy 
retirement. 

Forever the optimist, Miss Kahwa, 

and a true DofE stalwart . . .  

Silver               

Expedition 

to                            

Exmoor 
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In the last week of August, we went to Rockley, at Le Lac Mimizan; we were excited and looking forward to a week full 
of water sports. When we arrived, the instructors were really energetic and motivating; we, on the other hand, were half 
asleep from the journey. Throughout the week, we did many different activities on and off the lake. One of the best 
ones was stand-up paddle boarding, which was very entertaining - especially when the teachers joined in - and then 
fell off! One evening, we had a traditional French dinner, which gave us the opportunity to try snails; lots of people  
enjoyed them actually. After being busy all day we usually had some time to relax and then we took part in some    
evening activities, including a mud run and a quiz. We also had a visit into the town of Mimizan, where we got to buy 
souvenirs. Aqualand, the second biggest water park in Europe, was, for many, the best day. Despite the18 hour drive 

there and back, a week in the French sunshine made it all worthwhile!!                                                Daisy & Kate, Yr10 

Trip to France 

 

 

Anne Fredborg in Yr11L is a keen 
Topper sailor, training at              

Papercourt Sailing Club near      
Ripley. Last year she was selected 

for the South East RYA Zone 
Squad, in which she trained all    
winter and competed in both        

national and international races. 
This year she has been selected 

for the National RYA Junior Squad 
and will be training and competing 

with the best Topper sailors                        
in the UK.  

Congratulations on National Squad Selection 
World Championships in Medemblik, Holland in July 2019 

Remember ... 
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We have had a great start to the season this year with huge numbers of boys and girls attending training for hockey, rugby, football, netball and table tennis. A    
particular shout out must go to girls football, who have had students from all year groups representing every week.  

It is fantastic to see so many girls playing netball on the MUGA on a Thursday after school, with enough players for multiple teams at each age group. This is      
reflected in successes against other schools, notably the Yr7 A & B teams beating George Abbott, and the Year 9 team going unbeaten in their first 3 games. We 
also had some success in the Year 11 mixed netball competition, where the boys were put through their paces by their more experienced team mates. 

It also seems to be an exciting time for Yr7 boys sports, due to a very talented group starting at County this year. The football team began their campaign with two 
wins in the cup, against St Peter’s and Fullbrook, before a close loss to Howard of Effingham last week. Similar performances were also seen in their first rugby 
festival of the season, where many of them had their first experience of the full contact game. After close losses to St Peter’s and George Abbott, they finished with a 
strong win against the unbeaten Rodborough. This is an exciting year group and we look forward to seeing what they are capable of as the season progresses.         
Dave Ayres, Head of Physical Education 

 

 

G
C

S
 S

p
o

rts
 a

re
 o

ff to
 a

 g
re

a
t s

ta
rt . . . 

Y
r8

 G
irls

 Fo
o

tb
a

ll Te
a

m
 

Y
r11 M

ixe
d

 N
e

tb
a

ll Te
a

m
 

 

F
o

c
u
s
 o

n
 G

C
S 

F
ri

en
d

s 

Dates for the Diary: 
Fri  25 Oct Half Term begins 

Mon  04 Nov School returns 

Wed 06 Nov Yr11 Sixth Form Taster Day 

Wed 06 Nov Yr12 Safe Drive Stay Alive 

Thu 07 Nov Sixth Form Open Evening 

Wed 13 Nov House Drama Competition  

Thu 14 Nov House Drama Competition & Adjudication 

Fri 15 Nov Awards Evening @ Guildford Cathedral 

Mon 18 Nov House Drama Evening 

Tue 19 Nov House Drama Evening 

Thu 21 Nov Foreign Film Society ‘Incendies’   

What a busy few weeks it has been. We're already speeding towards November and yet it 
seems only yesterday that it was the first day of term!  

The Friends of GCS have started planning fund raising events for students and families, 
so please join in and have fun, whilst meeting others from the school community.           

We will be publishing more in our update next month,  so watch this space! 

In the meantime, we are excited to share our  

“Warm up to Christmas – Café” Event  
which will be running daily after school from                                                                            

Fri 6th to Fri 13th December 3:15 – 4:00pm.  

Festive Hot Chocolate and edible Christmas delights                         

We hope these will help keep the students 
warm as they walk home from school. There 

will also be some fun festive activities for them 
to take part in after a hard day of learning.  

To enable us to do this, we will be asking for 
cake, chocolate and hamper donations. All 
offerings will be gratefully received, as are    
volunteers to help at the week long event. 

Please look out for more  

details after half term.   

Thank you, Friends of GCS. 


