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PHOTOGRAPHY  
& LENS-BASED MEDIA 

(AQA: A Level: 1:7206C, 2:7206X) 

 
 

                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is this subject all about? 
 

The course aims to provide students with a thorough understanding of 
photography; film & digital photography, printing and presentation, composition 
as well as a study of photography in an art, historical and social context.  

 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop?  
 
You will learn, explore and research a variety of exciting & creative techniques 
relating to photography and lens-based media, including darkroom processes, 
digital photography, studio photography, lighitng and image manipulation.  
 
During the course you will learn through practical activities and class-based 
workshop sessions, discussion, research and independent enquiry, there will 
also be opportunities to attend organised photo-shoots and exhibition visits.  
 
While extending your creative skills, you will also develop skills in analysis, 
problem-solving, time-management and organisation.  

 
 

What do the students say?  
 
“I’ve been amazed by how much I’ve learned in one year and how much more 
there is to photography. I really enjoy developing my own films in the darkroom 
and making photograms.” 
 
“This course is a great learning process that encourages you to explore your 
own photographic and creative interests.” 

What opportunities could this subject lead to in the future? 
 

For those wishing to progress towards a career in the creative industries, this 
course can lead to foundation/degree level study and many career areas such 
as a photographer (photo journalist, wedding, domestic, social), teacher, 
lecturer or curator, graphic design or advertising, and museum jobs. In addition, 
it offers a stimulating course of study for students, whether Arts or Science 
based, who want to use Photography as an additional subject for University 
entry as it will provide you with an ability to communicate ideas visually; a skill 
transferable to many occupations. It will allow you to control media and 
processes and develop a greater awareness of yourself, your environment and 
your culture.  

 
 
The specifications build on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in 
the GCSE Art & Design courses. Grade 5 or above in either GCSE Art & Design 
or GCSE Photography is therefore essential. 

 

What do I need to be able to study this A level? 



 

All images are examples from Coursework Portfolios, Personal Investigations and 

Controlled Assignments. 

 

A Level 
CONTENT 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Developing skills and a Portfolio 
 
Students initially create a portfolio of work developing their skills and learning new 
techniques and processes in a series of workshops relating to a given theme. This 
is followed by a portfolio project inspired by starting points and themes determined 
by the teacher. The focus is on including work that shows exploration, research, 
acquisition of techniques and skills. 
 
Personal Investigation 
Candidates submit one major project that has a personal significance. The 
investigation includes a related personal study that must be between 1000 and 
3000 words. 
 

 
 
 

Non-exam assessment set by centre and externally moderated after centre 
marking. A written element of between 1000 and 3000 words is included. 

 
Submit: Jan/Feb 

60% contribution to final mark 

 
Externally Set Assignment 
 

Candidates select one starting point from an early release question paper. They 
are given a period of time to plan and prepare, followed by 15 hours of controlled 
time to work on developing their ideas to realisation(s)/outcome(s). 
 
A question paper sent to centres in February each year. It contains 8 choices of 
starting points. 
 

 
 

Marked internally in its entirety, then externally moderated. 
The preparatory period followed by 15 hours of supervised time. 

 
15hr Controlled Assessment: April/May 

40% contribution to final mark 
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