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Examples of content 

Loftus and Palmer (1974)  

They discovered that when eyewitnesses to a car 
crash were asked “How fast were the cars going when 
they smashed each other?” they gave a higher speed 
estimate than people who were asked the question 
“How fast were the cars going when they contacted 
each other?” This shows that just the way a question is 
worded can alter our memory. 

Pavlov (1904)  

He trained a dog to salivate by ringing a bell every time 

he gave him food. Eventually, the sound of the bell was 

enough to make the dog salivate without the food being 

present. He called this Classical Conditioning and it 

has been able to explain a lot about animal (and 

human) behaviour.  

 
Bandura et al (1961)  
 

He showed children a video of an adult behaving 

aggressively towards an inflatable toy doll. When the 

children were allowed to play with the doll, they likewise 

behaved aggressively. He used these results to 

develop a theory that can explain how aggression can 

be learned through imitation. He called this the Social 

Learning Theory of Aggression.  

 

What is Psychology all about? 

A Level Psychology will give you an understanding of the 
way people think and why people behave in certain ways. 
 
You will learn a variety of skills including analytical 
thinking, improved communication, problem solving and 
many more that will prepare you for an exciting future with 
the possibility of a range of fantastic careers. 

 

How will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

Students will encounter a number of different activities. 
These range from independent study, including the 
chance of conducting research to more formal classroom 
activities such as discussion and periods of formal 
teaching. There is a strong emphasis on students 
developing an insight into how psychology fits within the 
wider aspects of everyday life. Students will develop 
strong academic skills by studying psychology and by the 
end of the courser will be able to apply these skills to 
many different aspects of their lives. 

 

 

 Where will A Level 
Psychology take you? 
 
According to bestcourse4me.com, the top 
seven degree courses taken by students who 
have an A Level in psychology are: 
 

Possible Degree Options 
• Psychology 
• English studies 
• Sociology 
• Business studies 
• Teaching 
• Sport and exercise science 
• Law. 
 

Possible career options 
Studying psychology at university can give 
you a whole host of exciting career options, 
including: 
 
Marketing              Occupational therapy 
Teaching               Clinical psychology 
Nursing                  Business Development 
Accountancy          Neuroscience 
Human resources  Forensic psychology  

What do I need to be able to study 
this A level? 
 

At least 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above, 
including Double/Triple Science (Higher Tier), 
English and Maths. 
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A Level  
CONTENT 

  

ASSESSMENT 

 
Introductory Topics in Psychology 

 Human Memory 

 The Formation of Attachments 

 Social Influence 

 Psychopathology 

 
 

2 hour terminal paper, sat at the end of 2 years, containing a mixture of 
multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions. 

 
33.33% 

 

 
Psychology in Context 

 Approaches in Psychology 

 Biopsychology 

 Research Methods 

 
 

2 hour terminal paper, sat at the end of 2 years, containing a mixture of 
multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions 

 
33.33% 

 
Issues and Options in Psychology 

 Issues and debates in Psychology 

 Relationships 

 Aggression 

 Schizophrenia 

 
 

2 hour terminal paper, sat at the end of 2 years, containing a mixture of 
multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions 

 
33.33% 

 
A number of practical, research-based activities will be carried out throughout the two years of the course. Students will also need to demonstrate a knowledge of 
statistical techniques, though no calculations will be required.  
 
There is also a requirement that students have a competence in Maths at a level of GCSE higher tier. 
 

 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 


