
  

 
 

29 June  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We find ourselves now in what I hope is the wake of the pandemic.  Still some ripples of uncertainty 
surround us all, but I am hopeful that the worst is now behind us.  I am acutely aware, though, that for many 
members of our community, the effects of the last few months will be sitting with you for a long time to 
come.  Many are still shielding, or are fearful of what may be yet to come.  Some have lost loved ones, or 
have been quite ill themselves.  Whatever situation you find yourself in as you read this letter, I encourage 
you to reach out to us so as to seek, if not answers, then reassurances about how to return to life at school. 
 
As well as the positive and continuing engagement in our virtual curriculum, things over the last few weeks 
have most certainly been exciting on site.  There has been continued progress on the Sports Centre, and the 
continued presence of the large group of children who have remained engaged both at Stoughton and now 
back here at County since lockdown begun, we have also now welcomed back almost all members of Year 
10 and 12 for 1:1 conversations with Tutors and other Pastoral Team leaders.  I am hugely grateful not only 
to members of staff for this, but also to families for trusting us to manage this process safely and for 
encouraging your children to return.  Year 10 lessons in English, Maths and Science are continuing apace as 
I write this, as are small group and 1:1 subject review meetings for Year 12.  Thank you to all for the support 
in making these systems for crucial reengagement take place. 
 
Over the coming weeks, before we break for the summer, I am also excited to see virtual parental 
consultation days for both Years 7 and 8 and our first virtual parents’ evening for Year 10.  We will also be 
continuing to engage 1:1 with not just Year 10 and Year 12, but also with Year 9.  Further, I am excited to 
see the results of our next Music project, where a number of our Year 13 students will be engaging in order 
to give their final performance.  Details of all of this will follow in future communications from my colleagues. 
 
This, of course, brings me to the end of this term and the beginning of the new school year.  The DfE last 
week announced that schools will be closing over the summer break, so I can now confirm that the last day 
of term will be Friday, July 17th at noon.  We will be posting onto YouTube at 11am on that day our traditional 
Dismissals Assembly, so I encourage you all to log on and share with us as we celebrate the end of this 
school year.  I am sincerely grateful to all of those currently working behind the scenes on this project and I 
hope that the end result will be a fitting tribute to the past 11 months.  Following the break, and some much 
needed respite for the children, their families and my staff team from all things virtual, we will return in 
September one day later than advertised, on 3rd September.  This will allow the staff team here at County 
to spend two full days in planning and preparation for the new academic year.  With many colleagues having 
been unable to enter the physical premises since March 20th, I am sure that you appreciate there will be 
much to do to get things up and running.  Antonella Bosco-Reid, Deputy Headteacher, will write to you in the 
final week of term with the details of exact start times for different Year Groups.  Things will not, however, be 
coming to a complete stop over the summer.  I am glad to say that we will still be offering our food drop 
service each Thursday and until we stop the service on 27th August, so do please continue, if you are able, 
to make generous donations to the school – outside the front gates between 7.15-9.15am each Thursday 
morning.  We will also be open for A Level and GCSE results days on 13th and 20th August 
respectively.  Daryl Bond, Assistant Headteacher, will write during the last week of term with details of 
these two days.  You will be aware that our Sixth Form recruitment process for Year 12 places has been well 
underway since the taster day before Christmas 2019.  The next significant activity in this regard, alongside 



the completion of the transition work that our Year 11 students are currently undertaking, is the submission 
of final paperwork during GCSE results day on 20th August.  The Sixth Form staff team will be on hand 
during that day in order to answer any questions, to reassure, to congratulate and to explain next steps 
about the simple process of entry into our Sixth Form.  On a personal note, I am really excited to 
welcome back our Year 11s into Year 12.  They are a wonderful Year Group and it will be great to see them 
again in the summer and, more formally, in September. 
 
This brings me to Years 11 and 13.  What a wrench it was to have to say goodbye to these students, in such 
a hurried way and under such challenging circumstances back in March.  I have since written to all members 
of both Year Groups and would like to share with you here a passage from one of these letters, a passage 
that to me sums up the mood of the school around these premature departures.  ‘You are a wonderful group 
of individuals, who show me every day a wealth of talent and personality.  It is this that is going to stand you 
in good stead in the years ahead.  The steps that you have taken with us, and will continue to take, will leave 
permanent footprints in the history of the school and I am immensely proud to be able to say that you are our 
Class of 2020.’ 
 
Moving on now to September and the look of a ‘normal’ school day.  We are currently waiting for final 
guidance from the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson.  That said, our planning is already 
well under way and is bookended by our longer term and more recent experiences.  By this, I mean that we 
will either be returning exactly as normal at one end of the spectrum, or we will be forced back to lockdown, 
should there be a second spike of the virus.  Clearly, we are all incredibly hopeful that the latter will not take 
place, but I believe it would be remiss of me not to make plans for every eventuality.  In the absence of 
further guidance at this time, I am currently basing our work on the ‘1 metre plus’ social distancing guidance, 
which would allow us to have on site 50% of the students at any one time.  I won’t give specifics of this 
arrangement here, and would kindly ask that you don’t contact the school about what this means for your 
child.  Instead, please rest assured that we will act always with health and safety in mind, in accordance with 
the national guidance and in such a way as not to further challenge the access that your child(ren) have to 
our curriculum.  We will write to you again once the guidance has been released, with the detail of our 
planning and how this will impact upon each and every child in the school.  We are hopeful that our new 
Year 7 students will come in for a short assembly and a tour of the school on September 2nd, so as to 
familiarise themselves with the premises before things begin to get busier on September 3rd.  If you are 
reading this from our website, as the parents of a child currently in Year 6, we will give you more details 
about the start date in due course. 
 
Part of our work next year will almost certainly centre around bridging the gap in knowledge that some 
students may have experienced as a result of school closure.  The Government have announced their plans 
for a national programme of additional tutoring and I am hopeful that our community and our alumni 
specifically, will engage with us in order to bring that vision to life; perhaps in the giving of some time to 
support, particularly, learning in Maths and English. 
 
Finally, an update on staffing.  As we prepare to say goodbye at the end of the year, we have to say a fond 
farewell also to colleagues who are leaving us.  And so we say goodbye to Karleen Daley, Cover Supervisor, 
Rosie Duffin, Science Teacher, Jane Foord-Divers, Office Manager, Alice Heywood, Music Teacher, 
Jonathan Higgins, Music Technology Teacher, John Lewis, Head of Lower School (although John is 
returning in September as a Cover Supervisor), Peter Selley, Economics Teacher and Pip Simmonds, 
English and Media Studies Teacher.  We wish all of these much loved, and in the case of Jane Foord-
Divers, John Lewis and Peter Selley, very long serving, colleagues all our very best and we hope that they 
will remain in contact with the school. 
 
We are also excited to welcome new colleagues in September.  Sara Alston, Consultant SENDCo, Nicky 
Brook, Cover Supervisor, John Fleetwood, Teacher of Music and Music Technology, Charlotte Jenner, 
Director of English, Lewys Jones, Director of Science, Katy Robinson, Office Manager and Hana Stewart, 
Teacher of Geography and Psychology. 
 
We also have a number of internal changes that I need to make you aware of.  I am pleased to say that we 
have 5 new Assistant Heads of House; Emily Bidwell, Lancaster, Chris Bramwells, Stuart, Rosie Marsden, 
Tudor, Hannah Rixon, York and Jo Thomas, Hanover.  I must also congratulate Sam Strong for his 
appointment to the role of Head of Hanover House and I must thank Sandy Budd for executing this role with 
such skill until now.  I am excited to welcome Chloe Leworthy to the role of Head of Core PE and Fixtures, 



timed to align with the opening of the Sports Centre.  Last of all, I welcome Jack Houghton to his new role as 
Head of Lower School and Dave Ayres to his new role of Acting Head of Upper School.  Coupled with our 
new appointments, these internal promotions represent a really positive outlook for the future. 
 
Let me sign off by saying that we are grateful for the support that you have shown all of our staff over the 
course of the lockdown; the messages of gratitude many of you have sent demonstrate the strength of the 
County spirit and how we, as a community, have held together these last few months. 
 
With much love to you all, 
 

 
 
Steve 
 
 
 


