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September 2019 

A New Suit                    
for September 

I always look forward to 
the start of the new 
school year. It is the 
chance to meet up with          
colleagues and friends 
from work, to share     
stories of the summer 
break, to celebrate the 
success of another    
exam season and, most 
importantly, to welcome 
back the students to  
another year in our   
nurturing, supportive 
and tightly focussed 
school community. 

I also derive some     
enjoyment from the new 
school year on a        
personal level. New 
school year, means a 
new suit. There is   
something good about 
feeling sharp, as one 
approaches the new 
year. The shine on the 
elbow patches of last 
year’s jacket is a thing 
of the past, with the 
creases running down 
the new trousers as 
sharp as a mountain 
ridge. But what I enjoy 
the most, as I walk to 

the first assembly of the 
term, is to gently pick at 
the stitching inside the    
jacket pockets and 
delve inside to see what 
I can find… a care label, 
a quality assurance 
sticker, a small packet 
of replacement buttons, 
and some thread in the    
correct colour to allow 
any necessary repairs 
as the terms pass me 
by. 

There is a happy          
metaphor for me in the 
freshly opened jacket 
pocket of a new suit. 
The newness reminds 
me of the new school 
year … where the     
buttons might be our 
wonderful students, 
ready to go where they 
need to in order to join 
together their learning; 
where the care label is 
the Tutor, Head of 
House and  wider      
support staff team, who 
all act in harmony to 
look after the pastoral 
and progress needs of 
each child; where the 
quality assurance   
sticker is our staff    
leaders, all planning and 

delivering on our school 
priorities; and where the 
thread is you, as the 
families of the children, 
who hold their lives   
together and support 
them so well. 

It also helps, of course, 
at the start of the year, 
that the metaphor of the 
new suit is also a literal 
model for me to show 
the children how I       
expect them to dress. I 
am so glad that most  
have returned to school 
looking so professional 
and ready to learn. I 
thank all  parents and 
carers for buying new 
uniforms and heartily 
encourage those,      
particularly of Year 10 
and Year 11 children, to   
ensure that shirts are 
long enough to be 
tucked in on the boys 
and skirts are just    
grazing the knee of the 
girls. 

I hope that you find in 
your pockets all that you 
need to get you through 
the coming term.  My 
door, as ever, is open to 
any feedback. 

Steve Smith, Head of School 

new pockets new term new discoveries 
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We all remember our first 
days of ‘big school’, the    

oversized blazers and how 
daunting the older students 

and Sixth Form seemed.  
However, the new Yr7s have 
settled in well and proven to 
be a bubbly year group with 

lots of enthusiasm at their Yr7 
BBQ – a fun event designed 

by the Sixth Formers to    
welcome them to County and 
make their experience, going 

from the oldest in their     
primary school, to the     

youngest at County, less 
overwhelming. The sunny 
evening was spent eating 

burgers and ice cream and 
was rounded off with games 
on the MUGA, hosted by the 

Sixth Form House Captains    

The Yr12’s have also had 
some settling in to do whilst 

also starting their A-Level 
courses. The excitement of 

having free periods and only 
studying your preferred   

subjects is a huge part of 
starting Sixth Form. However, 

some advice  … keep your 
focus, as it is inevitable that 
the next two years are going 

to be tough. Enjoy every  
moment of it, but also work 

hard - it will pay off. The        
Yr 12’s have also jumped 

straight into organising the 
annual House Drama        

competition and we can’t wait 
to see their efforts shine on 

performance day in late    
October. We also wish to 

‘officially’ welcome the Yr12’s 
into Sixth Form at our     

freshers’ social, taking place 

next week.  

Mixed emotions have come 
with being Yr13. Looking at 

Uni choices and deciding 
what to do in my gap year is 
so exciting, though there is 

the daunting thought of   
having to do our exams and 

leave County in order to take 
another leap towards the real 
world. Knowing that this year 

is going to bring the last of 
many experiences at County, 

as well as be the most      
important academically, 

makes us motivated to work 
hard, appreciate all that is on 

offer and to grasp the many 
opportunities that come our 
way. Good luck to everyone 
for the year ahead, have fun 

and work hard! 

Here’s to 2019-2020!
Jess Pearson, Head Girl  S
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When I went to the BBQ, I loved playing 

football on the MUGA! 

Finding my way around was much 

easier than I thought it would be. 

Starting Guildford County has been    

exciting and I loved the BBQ! 

The school is very welcoming and      

everyone is always happy to help 

Yr12 & 13 working together  

Yr13 chefs doing their bit! 

I really enjoy the library as it is very 

peaceful and I can read there 

I can’t wait to spend the next 6 

years here! 
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At the end of the summer term, the office staff, feeling that the 
medical room had become rather gloomy, decided to give it a 
well-deserved makeover!  Led by receptionist, Sally Baker, a 
team of staff laid a new floor, painted the walls, and ‘dressed’ 
the room to make it more inviting for students (hopefully not too 
inviting!). Staff donated soft furnishings, pictures, paint,     
brushes and most generously of all, their time during their    
holidays. A big thank you is due to all those who played a part  
… but a MASSIVE thank you goes to ‘The Friends of GCS’ 
who kindly paid for the rather swish flooring. Jane Foord-Divers 
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Another year has begun at 
County and the Student 
Support Team are here to 
help! We want all students 
(and staff) at County to feel 
supported and know where 
to go if they have any    
problems. Mrs Nicole has 
created a fantastic display 
outside the Drama Office to 
show everyone the different 
staff that we have in school 
to help 

We are lucky enough to have a Home School Link Worker, 
access to Youth Workers and a School Nurse; all in addition 
to Tutors, Assistant Heads of House and Heads of House. 
This means there are plenty of places to go and ask for help. 
If you are not sure, just ask your tutor. If you feel that you 
have a problem you want to raise and don't want to speak to 
someone face to face, we have an email address; 
me@guildfordcounty.co.uk. We read all of your emails 
and follow up on any issues you raise. We want to help! 

If you want to be part of making change at County, why not 
join the Student Council? We will be choosing reps soon, 
and would love someone from every tutor group. The focus 
this year will be making County a more sustainable school. 
We made some big changes last year but there is still lots to 
do. The more students who are willing to help, the better! 
Look out for more information soon. 

Student Support 

Student Council 

Join the Team 

and 

Make a Difference 

Hi,  
I’m all 
ears! 

Talk to 
me! 

 

In the assembly on 17
th
 September, 

Mrs Budd made an announcement 
about attendance. She basically   
explained why you need the highest 
attendance you can get, because it 
will help you in later life.  

 

She explained that you should: 

 Keep yourself healthy by getting enough sleep 

 Organise your homework and limit screen time 

 Speak to someone at school or home if you     
become anxious, as this can lead to absence. 

 Mrs Budd also said that students should try to be 
more resilient; a simple cold or sore throat should 
not mean a day off.  

 

Finally she also announced that “percentages mean 
prizes”.       

If we manage to get 100% attendance this term we get a 
chance to win vouchers.  

(in later terms this will be 98% minimum attendance). 
Charlie Newman 10W 

Attendance    

Getting off 
to a good 

start  

Limit screens! 

Get sleep! 

Speak to someone! 

We are excited about        
another fantastic year at 
County; come and speak to 
Miss Cole if you have any 
questions about the Student 
Council or  Student Support   

 Jo Cole, Head of Upper School 

mailto:me@guildfordcounty.co.uk
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Film Review 
The Counterfeiters: I found this movie 
quite appealing - it doesn't use very  
advanced vocabulary and is quite easy 
to understand in German, both for   
beginners and advanced learners. It has 
a great story line which all ages would 
enjoy and is relevant for German and 

History GCSE.  
Grace Mitchell 10W 

Please join us for our next showing  

Beijing Bicycle 
on Thursday 10th October @ 19:00 

‘Let your vision be world embracing ‘  
Roberta Seret, United Nations Director of Film 
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Stringendo Launch 

Reediscovery 
Launch 

Musical initiatives at GCS go from strength to strength, with ‘Reediscovery’ entering 

its 11th year and ‘Stringendo’ its 2nd. The Brass launch will take place on 18th Oct. 

Info from cam@guildfordcounty.co.uk 
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House Art - 2019 Winners - Tudor! 
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Visit to National Gallery London 
Hélène Rouart in her Father's Study … identity   

As a school we went to the National Gallery in 
London, to see some of the art and get        

inspiration for the ranging topics being studied 
for GCSE and A’Level Art 

 

A talk had been arranged to help us understand how to analyse Art. Year 11 were researching artists for their mock exam in Nov/ 
Dec. and as a Yr12 student, I am studying ‘identity’. We analysed a range of paintings.   
Raphael: Pope Julius II 1511.  
Van Gogh: Van Gogh’s Chair 1888 
 Degas: Hélène Rouart in her Father's Study 1886.  
This painting in particular interested me, because when discussing and analysing its content , we realised it wasn’t a picture of 
Hélène Rouart, but of her father, despite his absence in the painting! We learned that a portrait does not always necessarily    
contain a direct image of the subject, and sometimes a picture of someone’s chosen possessions can display more of 
an identity than the person’s face can  -  like the chair and pipe in Van Gogh’s painting.  
We started by looking at the colour palette used by the painter, seeming to be a very dull and sedated palette, which perhaps 
shows a dull character being portrayed of the father. The brightest colour used seems to be the blue in his daughter’s dress,    
showing maybe she is the most colourful thing in his life.  
We then analysed the objects portrayed in the painting: the historical collection in a far off corridor, a painting hung up on the wall, 
a pile of papers and work atop a table, a rather large looking chair, and his daughter standing behind the chair. The main         

interpretation of these objects and their placement in the painting is that these were    
chosen by the father himself to represent his identity. We are able to learn quite a bit 
about the father from these objects:  
The use of work placed on a table, accompanied by a comfortable looking chair suggests 
that this is where the father spends a majority of his time, as he would want a comfy place 
to sit. This perhaps shows us that he is a busy man who is mainly focused on his        
business.  
We can gather from the corridor full of ancient looking artefacts that the father is a     
collector of some sort, perhaps he puts all his money into this collection for the satisfaction 
of owning such items, or maybe he has business in history and wishes to learn from the 
artefacts he acquires.  
This is furthered by the painting we see hung up behind his daughter, showing that he has 
a rather expensive taste for nice looking things. This might show that his reasoning behind 
the artefacts is likely due to a materialistic taste.  
Finally, we analysed the placement of his daughter, who seems to be portrayed as an 
object rather than a human. She is presented in a nice dress and with a modest look. 
Considering the time period of this painting, she is likely placed here to represent her 
father, as she is one of his most prized possessions.     Sophie Yr12 
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Slow and steady wins the race to a new Sports Hall @ GCS 

The starting blocks -  1st April 2019 

8th September 

15th July 
8th July 

23rd April 

12th April 

23rd September 

The finishing line - please continue to support and help us to get there! 

From a fantastic vantage point near the rooftops of Cobbett, GCS 
students and our wider community can be seen relishing all the 
benefits provided by the newly installed MUGA. In all weathers 
and throughout the seasons, the smiles and constant usage say it 
all. 

So how exciting to then be watching PHASE 2 - the excavations 
and preparations for building the new  GCS Sports Hall.  

Please continue to watch and support its progress - a development 
which will not only greatly benefit the pupils of GCS, but also be an 
unquestionable resource for the community in central Guildford.  
    Lesley Nicole, Community Arts Manager 

A sneaky peek 

over the fence! 
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Life Long Learning 

At GCS we passionately believe that education is about fostering an 
environment in which both students and teachers are encouraged to be 
life long learners. Each newsletter this year will include a feature,                     
highlighting examples of how we embrace this both inside and beyond 
the classroom.  

THINKING 
by Walter D. Wintle 

 

If you think you are beaten, you are, 

If you think you dare not, you don't, 

If you like to win, but you think you can't, 

It is almost certain you won't. 
 

If you think you'll lose, you've lost, 

For out of the world we find, 

Success begins with a fellow's will, 

It's all in the state of mind. 
 

If you think you are outclassed, you are, 

You've got to think high to rise, 

You've got to be sure yourself before, 

You can ever win a prize. 
 

Life's battles don't always go, 

To the stronger or faster person, 

But sooner or later the one who wins, 

Is the one who thinks they can. 
 

 

Caroline Gale, Director of Music, Head of Creative Arts 

Challenge 

Noticeboard 

Escher’s Impossible Stairs inspired by High School Stairwell 
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Dates for the Diary 

 

Mon/Tue 30 Sep/01Oct  Harvest Assemblies 

Thu  03 Oct  Open Evening - Prospective Parents 

Fri  04 Oct  Sponsored Walk 

Thu  10 Oct  Foreign Film Soc - Beijing Bicycle 

Fri  11 Oct  House Rowing 

Tue  15 Oct  Informal Concert 

Fri  18 Oct  Brass Initiative Launch  

Thu  24 Oct  Foreign Film Soc - Charity Screening 

Fri  25 Oct  INSET DAY - Half Term begins 

Following our request in June for parents/
carers to become parent governors we are 
delighted to be able to share the oucome.  We 
received three strong applications for up to 
three vacancies, so we were able to offer all 
three applicants a role on our governing body, 
starting this September for a four year term of 
office.  We welcome Tim Closs, Andy Milner 
and Gavin O’Grady, who bring a wealth of 
professional expertise and commercial       
acumen to our governing body, and will       
enable us to continue work as strategic      
partners with our school leaders to set 
the school vision, mitigate financial risk and 
scrutinise educational outcomes.  We invite 
you to find out more information about us, who 
we are and the work we do on the school’s 
website.   Sarah Wynde, Chair of Governors G
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A warm welcome to this school year 2019/2020! We hope that you and your children have     
settled into the GCS routines and, if a new family here, we wish you a very happy experience at 
County.  

We, the FRIENDS OF GCS, are an enthusiastic team of volunteers, who enjoy supporting and 
building the school’s parental and student community, whilst, at the same time,  raising funds for 
school projects and enhancing facilities. Recently we have assisted with and helped provide  
library blinds, the medical room refurbishment, iPads for IT, dryers for school use and many   
other exciting requests. We are also, of course, supporting the school’s Sports Hall project.  

Being a member of Friends of GCS is also a chance to make new friendships along the way and 
have a lot of fun, so we would love to hear from you, if you have any great ideas or can offer 
some helping hands.  

We kicked off this term, with an AGM on the 16
th
 of September, when the new committee was 

sworn in and farewells to the parting team were said. We had an excellent Yr7 ‘Welcome BBQ 
and Handball’ event on the 21

st
 of September, , the sun shone and fun reigned!  A big thank you 

to all those that came, including Mr Ayres and his  brilliant 6th Form Sports Ambassadors, Polly 
Moon, Ellie Mansfield and Dougal Chudley. We couldn’t have done it without them! Nor would 
we have coped without the brilliant volunteers and student helpers who helped oil the engine of 
food and drink. Huda Gay, Chair of The Friends 

Please look out for all our exciting events 
planned for this year … the first being the 
GCS Christmas Fair on 6

th
 December!  

Please do not hesitate to email us on either;  

guildfordcounfriends@gmail.com 

huda.gay@gmail.com  

BBQ and Handball Event  

mailto:guildfordcountyfriends@gmail.com
mailto:huda.gay@gmail.com

