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September 2020 

A Day at the Museum 

A geographer by qualification 

and a teacher by profession, it 

doesn’t take very much to   

encourage me to the Natural 

History Museum. The Earth 

Galleries have always been a 

favourite and I have spent a 

number of pleasant days     

walking around the wide open 

spaces of the wonderful old 

building. 

As our children are now a little 

older, my wife and I thought that 

they may all enjoy some time 

there. And so it was, that early 

last Saturday, we headed to 

Wimbledon to jump on the  

District Line out to South Ken. 

The best laid plans and all that 

… there was no power on that 

leg of the Underground, so we 

took the main line service to 

Vauxhall, the Victoria Line to 

Victoria and then the short  

journey out west to South    

Kensington on the District and 

Circle.  3 train rides instead of 

just one - our three were very 

happy! 

The museum is still free to get 

into and the COVID                

arrangements are very             

reassuring; this also means that 

when you get inside you have a 

feeling almost of having the 

place to yourself. 

So in we went, our children 

captivated instantly by the   

skeleton of Hope, the blue 

whale, suspended high above 

in the Hintze Hall, and a mere 

130 years after she died. The 

architecture of the building is 

superb, but it is matched, if not 

exceeded, by the contents of 

one display after another. 

As you move around the     

museum, you note the care that 

has been taken in, not only the 

curation of the artefacts on  

display, but also modernising 

the culture of the organisation.  

Some of the exhibits around 

anthropology are now openly 

challenging their own presence 

within the museum, with       

interesting questions being 

raised about the reason for 

including the personal histories 

of some, whilst discounting 

those of others. A clear        

trajectory seems to have been 

set to ensure that the historical 

contribution of all who are   

worthy is included, regardless 

of their background or their 

circumstances. 

Also of interest is the sensitive 

way in which animals are 

placed on display; the rhino 

exhibit does not feature any 

ivory, for example.  There is 

also an open acknowledgement 

that some of the stuffed      

specimens are now quite faded, 

because of their age. This is 

seen by the museum as       

preferable to acquiring animal 

specimens that were more  

recently alive.  As such, it is not 

just the sensitivity with which 

the human contribution is   

managed by the museum, but 

also the appropriateness with 

which animal education and 

animal welfare are balanced. 

All that I have said here is   

interesting to me, but it isn’t 

what describes, for me, the 

value that museums bring to 

family life. It was over a coffee 

in the café that my wife and I 

commented on the importance 

of museums; the importance 

that they bring to life so much of 

what we, as a species, need to 

know and understand. I speak 

of education in its broader 

sense here. The ability of a 

museum to answer questions - 

without a google search - is 

surely one of their most       

valuable qualities. 

What does the inside of a bee 

look like? What does it feel like 

to be in an earthquake? Are 

scorpions insects? How big is a 

blue whale exactly ? What is 

rock?  Why is that rhino horn 

not made of real ivory?  

I could go on. Indeed, it was 

Darwin himself who noted in 

1880 that ‘freedom of thought is 

best promoted by the gradual 

illumination of [people’s] minds’. 

Where could one be more free 

to think and to have minds  

illuminated than by spending a 

few hours exploring one of the 

greatest museums in the world.  

I can whole-heartedly           

recommend a visit. 

 

Steve Smith 

Head of School 

Hope in the Hintze Hall 



 
 

The start of term this year has certainly been unique in a number of ways; it is 
absolutely not what either of us would have predicted if you had asked us, back 
in January, what September 2020 would look like . Perhaps one of the most 
unique things this term is that far more people genuinely wanted to be back at 
school after such a  long time away; that is a really nice thing. You don’t really 
realise what a huge part of your life getting up and going to the same place five 
days a week is, and everyone can probably benefit from adding a little bit more 
routine back into their lives (although early wake up times are still most unwel-
come!). 

It is certainly 
a shame that 
we’ve lost 
the annual 
Yr7          
Barbecue, 
the ever-
popular 
sponsored 
walk and the 
spectacle 
that is 
House     
Drama.        In the future, when the House events can return, we know that we 
will see some fierce competition and phenomenal efforts from all of the year 
groups. We’re hoping to get the House Officers elected very soon by the stu-
dent body and are looking forward to working with them on whatever projects 
come our way. It seems like things are always changing at the moment and, as 
such, we can’t plan too far ahead, but having a great team of Sixth Formers 
ready to go will mean that whatever we are allowed to run can be carried out 
really well. Who knows what Charity Week 2021 will look like? 

To any of the students currently at County, I’m sure they know our piece                    
wouldn’t be complete without some mention of the new Sports Centre.                                      
Improving sports facilities has been on the agenda since we were in Yr8, writing 
letters to GBC planning department. So, with the completion of the MUGA and 
now the Sports Centre this summer, a 5 year plus project has come to an end 
and the result, it has to be said, is outstanding. Its certainly a shame that in Yr13 
we won’t reap the full benefit, but we can see how much it is going to change 
and improve PE for everyone. Even if you’re not big on sports, at least you can 
get from A32 to C12 a bit faster now! The list of rooms in the school that haven’t 
been refurbished or outright replaced is now very small and it’s a huge shame 
that we won’t be around to see what fantastic things are coming next. 

It still feels 
somewhat 
strange to 
us that 
we’ve made 
it to Yr13 
and have 
now been 
here at 
County for 
over 6 
years. 
There’s a 
degree of 

sadness that we’ve almost reached the end of our time, but, along with most of 
our year group, we’re currently developing plans for our next 6 years and      
beyond. With the first UCAS deadlines rapidly approaching (less than a month 
to go!) we are beginning to wonder where all of the time has gone since March, 
when University seemed like something distant. At the time of writing, we’re 
currently preparing for our Yr13 mocks, to get our predicted grades – an                    
unfortunate reminder that not everything has been cancelled this term!  

Despite the stresses, it’s great to be back. Along with the rest of the Senior 
Team, we’re sorry that we can’t be a bigger presence around the school; we 
would love to meet as many of you as possible, but just can’t for obvious                     
reasons. Still, we want to wish everyone all the best for the year ahead; it’s  
going to be strange and different, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be quite a lot of 
fun too. 

 

James and Luana, Head Boy and Head Girl W
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James, second right, taking part in ‘SUSTAIN  2020’ debate 

Luana, middle, taking part in Sweeney Todd, February 2020 
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I have met new  

friends, even though I  

didn’t know many people 
at first, and we have now  

graduated into our 

Houses. 

I love the food  

in the canteen,  

especially  

the fries! 

The new Sports Hall  

is really big; we have played 
basketball in there and 
danced in the studio. 

I love drama lessons;  

it is fun not always being in 
the same group. 

A good thing about the 
Houses is that there is  

always friendly  

competition. 

Choir is fun; we are singing 
‘Fix You’ by Coldplay 

Thanks to 7S  

& Caroline Brooks 
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‘I can’t believe how much room there is!’ 

‘We can actually have home fixtures now!’ ‘W
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The first indoor netball training session 
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’ www.musicmark.org.uk  

 

Promotes teamwork 

Develops communication 

Builds confidence 

Provides life-enhancing opportunities 

http://www.musicmark.org.uk
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What does  

reSpeCt  
look like at  

Guildford County School ? 

Mr Cheesman  

set the new Yr7s  

a poster challenge  

to find out ... 

Congratulations to: 
Katherine Blevin 7S 

Isabelle Bowers 7L 

Charlotte Sitton 7Y 

Seren Vines 7Y 

Rebecca Wilson 7H 

 thank you for your ideas! 

It’s mutual It’s caring 

DeMoCraCY 

Democracy is great, because in theory, it allows everyone to have a say and be counted. In the past, not everyone was       
allowed to vote, creating environments that favoured one group of people over others. In parts of the world today, there is still                          
dictatorship going on and in some countries no-one gets a say; we are lucky here that everyone over the age of 18 can vote. 
In the assembly we learned that everyone will get involved in democratic processes at some point in their lives, and many did 

during lockdown. One way to learn about it is by simply by watching the news or BBC Parliament.  

However, democracy can be manipulated, for example by TV stations and newspapers who are  

biased towards a certain political view; they can manage to convince people to vote in a  

certain way. So in our humble opinion, we need to fight for democracy and also  

protect it from outside influences, so that democracy can truly work for  

the good of everyone. Mr Bond gave us an inspiring and 

thought provoking assembly that will influence the minds  

of the coming generation. 
Maddie Diab and Rosie Dundas Yr9 

It’s about: 

You 

Me 

property 

Environment 

It’s about ALL 
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Congratulations to Lily Hobbs in 
Yr11, whose short story,                 
‘Not my Ending’, has been selected 
for publishing by 'Young Writers’, an 
organisation we have worked with 
before; it will appear in a hard-back 
collection of short stories very     
shortly.  

Here is the link to the current                       
challenge from ‘Young Writers’, with 
a closing date of October. More                        
details / entry instructions can be 
found on their website. 

https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/
competitions/KS3-4 

Dancing on ce 

 

Do you hear that?  

The rustle of leaves. 

She walks with the grace and precision of a swan dancing on ice. 

Her pockets spill the sadness and regret of a lonely Willow. 

The touch of her leaves are cold against your back. 

Her breath is like a crisp autumn breeze. 

Her eyes are the deepest emerald. 

She’s tall, and fast and slim. 

Come and see her dancing on ice. 

Come see the Willow dancing. 

 

Eleanor Boughton Yr8 

 

 

 

Not my Ending.  

Her eyes, her face,  

Like a doll,  

Innocent childhood gazing,  

Upon the deed I'm command-
ed.  

The spark, the trigger,  

The gentle smoke,  

The vent on the wall,  

A match made before.  

The door is open,  

My fellow there,  

A jolt of emptiness,  

No looking back.  

My tears, my cry,  

Lady in red,  

She doesn't know,  

Let me tell them.  

Take the letter,  

Let me speak,  

Burn it,  

Ignore.  

Hold him still,  

Keep shooting,  

Blacking out,  

Done.  

It felt so real,  

Like a memory,  

But not mine.  

Lily Hobbs Yr11 

C reative Writing 

Zoom 

A smooth warm touch, 

Gone before she’s there, 

Eyes like the sky on a summer’s evening, 

 Breath like a smoothie, 

In her hand she clutches a bottle of warmth and joy, 

“Don’t try to follow me” trails off her voice into the dust. 

 

Aneira Rosslyn-Smith Yr8 

 

Greetings fellow writers. It has been a strange start to the new school year - not 
seeing you all in our regular lunch club. Sadly, we can't meet at the moment as 
we can't mix our bubbles, but we are planning to take the club online to TEAMS, 
where we'll share current work, enter competitions and continue to write for the 
newsletter. More to follow... Mrs Caroline Swaisland 

Autumn term in English means POETRY and we've been inspired to consider  
the poetic representation of characters through the way they look, move and 
speak. Here's a selection from year 8: 

https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/KS3-4
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A’Level 
When we first heard that A’ Level exams 
were cancelled, the overwhelming    
feeling from the A’ Level students was 
that they wanted to do their exams to 
prove what they could do. They were 
disappointed not to have that opportunity 
after so many months of hard studying. 
However, despite the stresses             
associated with getting the students their 
final awarded grades, we were delighted 
with the outcomes. Again, our results are 
in the top 10% nationally with 43% of 
grades A*/A, 68% A*-B and 100% pass 
rate. Many of our students move on to 
University, and this year,  89% were 
accepted by their first place Uni offer 
with 56% going to a Russell Group   
University. The most popular subjects for 
their undergraduate studies are various 
business and engineering related      
degrees, followed by English, History, 
Economics and Psychology. Three of 
our students (Bethan, Rebecca and 
Jamie, our Countdown Octo-Champion) 
are starting their studies at Oxford and 
Cambridge, and Cameron will be       
studying at the Royal Academy                     
Conservatoire. We are incredibly proud 
of this year group and thank them for all 
their hard work, academically, in their 
leadershp roles and as fantastic role 
models for the younger students.  

Helen Nurton, Head of Sixth Form 

GCSE 
This year was certainly an unusual one. 
Despite the premature end to their 
County experience, Year 11 students 
still had a long and anxious wait for their 
results to be published in August. These 
students may not have sat exams, but 
months of hard work went into the exam 
grades that students were awarded and 
we are incredibly proud of their efforts. 
The 'Class of Covid-19' deserve to be 
celebrated and congratulated in the 
same way as every other year, despite 
the unusual circumstances. Special 
mention should go to top performers Ada 
Kirczenow, Emma Robertson, Ella 
Brooks, Jeanie Pryer and James       
Tidbury. Among many others they 
demonstrated fantastic commitment to 
their studies across their whole time at 
County and were rewarded with a string 
of 9-7 grades. We would also like to 
congratulate Nicolas Gruter, Marina 
Warchus, Chloe Carmichael-Parsons, 
Josh Kennedy and Demi Kun. These 
students showed the highest levels of 
progress across their studies. 

These students and their peers were 
deprived of their opportunity to prove 
their abilities through exams. However 
the grades awarded are still a result of 
many hours, weeks and months of home 
learning, lessons, and hard work. We 
hope that for all of our students these 
grades have allowed them to move on to 
the next stage in their lives. Whether  
this may be at County Sixth Form or at 
another college or placement, you will 
always remain part of the County family 
and we wish you all luck in your next 
steps. Daryl Bond, Assistant Headteacher 
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preparing for Success? 

Start Early! 

‘The vision for our education system is to       

support every young person to fulfil his or her 

potential, and that includes their potential as 

contributors to the economy and society. Work 

is rewarding, not just financially, but in bringing 

purpose and focus to the individual. An            

education system that puts the learner at the 

centre of all provision must always bear in mind 

that it is in the best interests of young people 

that they find employment’.  

This quote, from the Department of Education and      

Department for Employment and Learning, was           

highlighted in their strategy for careers education and 

guidance (2015-2020). It goes on to talk about the       

importance of students being able to identify ‘clear      

pathways’ that will take them through school to further 

study and training, and ultimately employment. It states 

that ‘economic growth comes about through our young       

people’, and that our ‘working-age population should be 

ready and able to contribute to it’. I wonder what the next 

five year strategy will include, in the current and post 

Covid-19 world? 

Although the future careers of our students may not be at 

the forefront of their minds every day, as they progress 

through the years at County, students do need to know 

what they aspire to do. They need to know what they can 

do, and what they need to do, in order to be fully prepared 

for what lies ahead in the ever-changing world of work. It 

is the students’ parents and carers, and also the school’s 

responsibility to help them with this. Careers provision in 

every school year, using in-school resources, online re-

sources and external careers advisor guidance, will help 

them to know what routes are available to them, and what 

will be required of them to progress. We want them to 

have knowledge about the world they live in and the                          

employment opportunities available, to develop the                       

necessary skills required to understand and navigate the 

world of work throughout their life; they also must develop 

their knowledge and understanding of themselves as               

individuals.  

While careers advice and guidance is undoubtedly crucial 

for young people, the right guidance is no less important 

to adults. Access to good careers guidance throughout 

adult life also enables individuals to clarify their            

aspirations for work; it helps to understand the options 

open to them. This way they can make informed decisions 

in terms of job and career changes, training, promotion, 

flexible working and retirement. The latter might be a long 

way off for most school students now, but it’s never too 

early in secondary school to start thinking about a future 

pathway! 

Jonathan Thorpe, Careers Lead  



 

Page 8 

Community Lettings 
After the extraordinary extended period away from organised sport, we are delighted to welcome back some of 
our community clubs to our external sporting facilities at the main school site, Wodeland and Urnfield Sports 
Ground. All of these organisations are following guidelines issued by the government and their national           
governing bodies, to offer Covid-secure opportunities for training and match play to their members; we thank 
them for the time and effort given to working their way through those complex conditions. 
 

This summer we bade farewell to Woking FC Academy, who have been using Urnfield as a training and teaching 
base, as they move to their own 3G facility.  
"Woking FC academy would like to thank Guildford County School for its assistance in helping us run 
our Academy out of the Urnfield site. There are a set of goal posts at Urnfield which we would like to     
donate to the school for future use".  
Thank you to ‘Cardinals in the Community’, the charitable arm of Woking FCs community work, for such a       
generous gesture. 
 

Onslow FC have extended their bookings with the school for this season and we are equally appreciative of the 
involvement of Guildford County parent, Saul Davies, in securing goalposts for the 9-aside pitch at Urnfield from 
Airbus. They played their first league match on Saturday 12th September in glorious conditions and it was smiles 
all round as they scored an equaliser in the last 5 minutes. 
 

We welcome Wey Valley Netball Club this term, who are using the newly installed netball lines on the MUGA for 
training; this is on an interim basis, given the limitations placed on so many local facilities on the use of indoor 
space and external visitors to site. They are thoroughly enjoying the large space and the opportunity this has  
given them to get back on court under challenging circumstances. Cue many more smiling faces!  
 

Bookings for areas within the school buildings, including our new sports hall and studio space, remain suspended 
for the time being under our operating protocols for Covid. However, you can still address any enquires to our 
Sports & Community Lettings Officer, Sharon Garner, who can update you when we are able to welcome visitors 
back: lettings@guildfordcounty.co.uk 

Wey Valley Netball Club, training on the MUGA 

 Dates for the Diary: 

W/B 28 Sep The Big Draw Launch 

Thu 1 Oct Prospective Yr7 Open Event On-Line 

W/B 5 Oct Prospective Q&A Sessions On-Line 

 

House Art Launch—postponed 

Brass Launch—postponed 

Strings & Reeds Launch—postponed 

A final polite notice about parking 
around the school during  

drop offs and pick ups. 

To keep everyone safe and  

content, please avoid parking on 
double yellow lines, blocking 

residents’ driveways and          
obstructing  the area around    

Carroll Place. 

Many thanks to all. 

mailto:lettings@guildfordcounty.co.uk

