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September 2021 

Autumn 
This time of year is                    
always such an utter 
delight. The summer is 
supposed to be over 
and, indeed, the                        
evenings are darkening 
and the mornings                       
becoming chilly, but the 
day times can be as 
warm as any day in            
August and we often 
find ourselves stealing 
half an hour in the fresh 
air and in shirt sleeve 
order. 

The leaves then begin 
to turn to browns and 
oranges, as the sun 
gets lower in the sky 
and we begin to get 
nostalgic about                                

yesteryear and                             
evenings beside a fire. 

This painting by Megan 
(Yr12 2020/21)                               

sums up autumn to me 
so beautifully. The    
colours and the                        
textures are perfect 
and the choice of                      
mediums could not be 
more authentic. The life 
cycle of trees and 
hedgerows comes to 
the end of another 
stage, as we hunker 
down for the cold and 
the dark of winter. 

Not so, though, in 
schools. We are so 
lucky to have another 
chance and to see the 
fresh shoots of spring, 
whilst elsewhere                        
hibernation begins.  

I spoke to all of the                      
children on the first day 
of the new academic 
year and told them of 
the great benefit to us 
all of getting a second 
go at New Year’s                                         
Resolutions,                              
particularly if those 
committed to in                         
January did not pay off.  
Well, here we are at 
that time. Our second 
beginning of the year.  
A chance to start anew 
and make fresh                        
commitments to                       
ourselves and to each 
other. 

In each child, a fresh 
shoot grows. Positive 
attitudes abound. The 
desire for learning is 
strong. I commend  
everyone to grasp the 
opportunities presented 
by this new school year 
and to make the very 
most of the chances on 
offer to us all. 

With my very best 
wishes for 2021 / 22. 

 

Steve Smith 

Headteacher 
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Summer Term Successes  

Huge congratulations go to Lucas in 7H                                 
who, clinched two impressive medals in the                                       

British Open Kayaking Championships 2021,                                 
securing Gold position in U12 K1 class                                        

and Bronze in the U14 K2 class 

What a track record achieved by Nicole in 8T! 

Over the course of 2020-2021, she notched up a 

grand total of 6 x Headteacher’s Praise stickers. 

Amazing work and phenomenal stamina! 

R
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21 

Yr11 collecting results! 

The sun shining on A-Level day! 

It looks as if all 

the months 

of hard  

work   

paid 

off! 
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Oh what a start!  
Just as Neil Armstrong took his famous 
‘one small step’ on July 20

th
 1969, the start 

of the new school term saw 183 Yr7s take 
their own small steps on their first day as 
students here at County.   
With a unique mixture of nervousness and 
excitement, students began the process of 
getting to know their new home. Starting at 
secondary school is no simple task; it is a 
significant rite of passage that we must all 
navigate. New classmates, new teachers, 
new subjects, new classrooms, to list just a 
few aspects of what must be a daunting 
prospect for an 11-year-old. Yet, with that 
said, what a truly fantastic start it has 
been.  
Yr7, supported ably by their tutors, have 
conducted themselves with real maturity 
and taken on the greater responsibility for 
themselves and their own learning that 
comes with the transition to secondary 
school. My message to students at the 
start of term was to be ‘The Pride of                
County’. It has only been two weeks, they 
are not the finished article, but they are 
well on their way. I am incredibly proud of 
the significant progress that they have                  
already made in such a short space of 
time.   
All of us here at County, feel privileged to 
witness the first small steps of our new Yr7 
students, knowing that when their journey 
with us eventually comes to an end, and 
they embark upon their next chapter, they 
will have made their own giant leap. 
Sam Strong, Head of Yr7 

Year 7 . . . a New Phase 

One Small Step . . . 

 

personal      
social  

health        
economic 

spiritual 
moral 
social                   
cultural 

This year, I have taken on the role of Head of Wider   
Curriculum, a new position that takes many previous 
parts of the school programme and unites them under 
one umbrella. My main focus is on the areas of                              
Personal, Social, Health & Economic (PSHE) and                       
Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural (SMSC) education 
that students cover in their tutor times. Alongside this I 
am co-ordinating our assembly and careers programs 
and guiding our return to a House system focused only 
on exciting House events, which we have always                          
treasured here at County. 

This first year in the role is very much transitional and 
changes will be made slowly. Ultimately, however, my 
intent is to create a wider curriculum that gives students 
the foundation for a successful future … one that gives 
them a deep understanding of their physical and mental                    
wellbeing; a place in our school community; a vision of 
their responsibilities in a global society; and                      
preparation for life after secondary education.                      
Together, this curriculum will give them an outstanding 
education beyond their traditional subjects.  

For parents this should mean the following:  

• You have the confidence that your child(ren) will                     
receive the best possible PSHE, SMSC and                
Careers education. 

• You have the knowledge that all families, cultures 
and lives are represented and understood by all 
County students. 

• You feel secure  that current events are                                    
presented and discussed appropriately with your 
child(ren)  

• Finally, trust that your child is safe, celebrated 
and an involved member of our County family   

As parents and guardians, I hope that, as the year                      
progresses, you can start to see these changes and, in 
support, I would ask you to be confident in asking what 
it is they studied in PSHE or SMSC each week.                         
Students are asked to reflect on what they would take 
home and discuss in these sessions, so any                                  
conversation would be fantastic.      

Thank you for taking the time to read my plans for the 
role and I hope it has given you a bit of an insight into 
our wider curriculum.  
Paul Comben 

Head of Wider Curriculum  . . . One Giant Leap 
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From the moment my brother went to 
County, I knew it was the place where I 
wanted to have my secondary school                   
experience, due to all the exciting stories I 
had heard from him about it. I found the 
idea of the transition into ‘big school’            
somewhat overwhelming at first, but                       
virtually, as soon as I made it through the 
gates, I was put at ease. The teachers 
gently introduced us into new subjects and 
I was always made to feel more than                   
welcome by the staff and older pupils. 
Starting something new, whether that’s 
your first time at a sports club, your first 
day of university, or indeed your first day of 
Yr7, it will always be a little bit daunting. I 
remember the first time I encountered a group of sixth formers I felt really 
small and intimidated, but shortly into the new term, whilst working                    
alongside them at House Drama, I discovered they were all really lovely. 
This leads to one of my favourite parts about being a student at County ... 
the House events. Whatever your thing, whether it’s the annual chess 
tournament, drama, art, sport, music or even the annual quiz, County has 
a House activity for you. These events give everyone a fantastic                            
opportunity to meet a wider range of people … not just restricted to those 
in your year group. Infact, it was through these events that I met some of 
my closest friends to this day. At County there is no limitation to getting                     
involved in all aspects of school life; including being part of the School 
Council, where representatives from each year share their peers’ thoughts 
and ideas with the aim of making the school a better place for learning;  
right through to becoming a House Captain, or being part of the Senior 
Team. Taking part in even just one of these events will add a huge boost 
to your confidence and allow you to meet people you maybe wouldn’t 
otherwise come across. These opportunities set County apart for me. 
However, if none of this sounds like your thing, don’t worry! County is the 
sort of place that encourages everyone to be themselves, and to thrive. 

County is special.  

From my first day here, I felt completely at home. With places at RGS and 
St John’s, I chose County because the relationship between students and 
teachers is something no other secondary school can match. There is an 
incredible sense of community that lives within the school, allowing                      
students to reach their full potential in whatever aspirations they may           
already have, or are yet to discover. 

When I joined County, I was in Year 8 – a year later than most. Despite 
this, the school was incredibly welcoming, giving me all of the support I 
needed to settle in, and within days it felt like I had been here since the 
beginning.  

Another reason why I chose County is its amazing Music Department, 
which I had heard about through a teacher at my previous school. Even in 
my first few weeks of school I was given the opportunity to perform in one 
of many concerts that the school holds annually, which allow students to 
not only perform to their friends, but also to gain valuable life experience 
as well.  

Students can also get involved in the many amazing House events on 
offer. These include football, rugby,                     
athletics, drama, art and even chess! This 
gives everybody the opportunity to try new 
things, and find something that they love.  

At County, students have a voice. The 
teachers are constantly looking for                     
feedback about how the school could           
improve. Students are able to represent 
their peers as a member of the School 
Council, which has frequent meetings and 
allows students to bring forward the 
change that they want to see in the school. 

All of this is what makes County special for 
me, and I feel incredibly luck to have had 
the opportunity to go to such an amazing 
school. 

Formally Welcoming our New Officers 

Inauguration Assembly 2021 

Jeanie, Head Girl - Introductions - Head Boy, James 

Senior Team 

House Captains 

Ambassadors 
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At the end of the                     

Summer Term, Yr12                     

students once again unleashed 

the power of County music by                      

producing a                                

concert for our 

Yr7 students, 

who had not yet 

had the chance                                     

to hear live music within the 

walls of the school. 
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your                 

incredible                                                  

musical             

energy                 

and                       

talents! 

Introducing 
Music Ambassadors 

2021-2022 

My name is Ben and I’m very excited about being a 
Music Ambassador this year! I’ve been playing the 
trumpet since I was six years old and I also sing. I 
love being a part of the Music scene at County, as it 
is so inclusive; there is something for everyone to 
do. I have been a member of the Boys Choir all 
through school and currently I sing in Senior Choir 
and Funk Band. I also play in Senior Brass and Big 
Band. I now look  forward to working with Esther, 
organising events for the lower years in the school. 
 

My name is Esther and I am honoured to be one 
of the Music Ambassadors this year. I value                               
music very much at County and my favourite                        
parts are the ensembles and choirs that I have 
been involved in from Yr7. My main instrument is 
the trombone and I thoroughly  enjoy playing in 
the Trombone Choir, Senior Brass Ensemble and 
Big Band. Playing in ensembles can be                                 
challenging, but it is so much fun too, particularly 
as you get to play with people from all across the 
school! Performance highlights for me would be 
the whole school concert at GLive and the 
school’s production of Sweeney Todd , as I felt 
proud to be involved in all the hard work. I have 
also enjoyed singing in the choirs such as Schola 
Cantorum, Gospel Choir and Girls’ Choir. After a 
year where activities have not been able to run as 
normal, I look forward to working with Ben, the 
Music Council and the Music Department to keep 
music at the forefront of County life.   



 

 

 

Phoebe in Yr11L will be taking up the role of Head Chorister                     
at Guildford Cathedral for the 21/22 academic year. This is a 

huge honour and privilege for Phoebe, who was installed in 
her new role during a service at the Cathedral recently. 

The role of Head Chorister is to exercise leadership in 
ensuring that good order, discipline and morale are 

maintained amongst the chorister team, that                       
everyone is included, that duties are performed 
quickly and effectively and to liaise frequently with 
the Organist and Master of the Choristers, as 
well as other members of music staff. The           
election of the Head and Deputy Head                             
Choristers is made by the choristers                           
themselves and this brings confidence that 
they will command the respect of their peers. 
Phoebe has enjoyed singing at the                              
Cathedral since she was in Year 6 and she 
is absolutely delighted to have received 
such an honour. 

 

Head  
Chorister  
Phoebe 

 

The CKT's aim is to provide bursaries for instrument     
lessons and grants for performances that inspire young 

people to take up music lessons.  

As one of the trust’s advisors, I am delighted to announce 
that Guildford County School is to be the first CKT                       

Ambassador School. All County students are therefore 
eligible for consideration for funding.  If this is of interest, 

please contact the trust directly at  

cherylkingtrust.org.uk    
where further information is available. 

Caroline Gale, Director of Music, Head of Creative Arts 

Jo & Erik Levi  

will play a lively selection  

of works by some of  

Germany's greats . . .  

from Handel to Schumann to 
Kurt Weill.  

 

Guildford County School,  

Farnham Road  

Guildford GU2 7AT 
 

Wednesday 6th October @ 7pm  
 

FREE ADMISSION - BOOK NOW!  
 

eventbrite/german music for cello & piano/tickets 
 

Please register to let us know you are coming.  

Want to bring a school group or similar?   

Disability issues?   

Email us for advice/support  

Membership of GTA is now free for all 16-23 year olds 
 

guildfordtwinning@gmail.com 
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Concert of German Music for Cello & Piano 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/german-music-for-cello-and-piano-tickets-170743036017
mailto:guildfordtwinning@gmail.com?subject=Concert%20German%20music%20on%206%20October


Drama is BACK! 
We were absolutely delighted, in the Drama department, to run our 
first theatre trip in over 18 months....and what better play to return 
to than the classic Drama GCSE text "Blood Brothers"? 

Our new Yr10 GCSE students joined our current Yr11s at the                
Mayflower Theatre in Southampton to watch the musical which 
they will answer exam questions on at the end of their GCSE 
course. 

The atmosphere in the theatre was electric - the cast played to a 
full house, and there were laughs, cheers and gasps from start to 
finish. Many of our students were moved to tears by the emotional 
ending - even some of the staff too! There was an immediate 

standing ovation as the last song ended, and you could tell how delighted the audience were to be back watching 
live theatre. The emotional cast applauded back to the audience, communicating clearly how delighted they were 
to be back peforming. 

As always, our students were amazing, gaining compliments from several members of the public who commented 
on how well they conducted themselves. The students loved seeing the play live, commenting that "It really helped 
me understand some of the key scenes after seeing them performed" and "I loved seeing how the actors                      
transformed from playing 7 year olds to 25 years olds so believably - it was really inspiring."  

Special thanks go to Miss Stewart and Mr Mayhew for being honorary members of the Drama Department for the 
day! 

Now we've been back to the theatre...we can't wait to go again...watch this space!! 

Lindsay Ammar, Acting Head of Drama 
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Setting the Bar High in Competitive Rugby 

The U16 Rugby 
Team put in a                           

tremendous effort in 
their first competitive 

fixture since the                   
pandemic, taking on 
schools in the local 
area on Tuesday 

14th September. It 
was a particularly 
pleasing afternoon 

considering the                         
majority of the team 

were Yr10's.                  

The games resulted in one win 
and one loss, with some brilliant                

free-flowing rugby on display 
throughout the matches. Try 
scorers: Hector x3, George,  

Finlay, Luke, Harry and Robin. 
Player of the Tournament: 

George 

Superb effort boys! 
 

Harry Hoadley, Physical Education 
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After the silence of the pandemic, we are delighted to     
welcome back community lettings into our main school - 
familiar faces as well as new faces. 

As ever, our fantastic sporting facilities are back-to-back 
filled with junior and youth activities: basketball, football, 
netball, rugby, and taekwondo. We have a language school, 
choirs, and drama group back using our large spaces and 
classrooms too. 

We welcome two new community lettings to the Guildford 
County this academic year: 

Guildford Tchoukball - Thursday evenings 

Tchoukball is one of the fastest hand ball sports in the 

world,  that unites athleticism, concentration, respect and teamwork. It is 
an indoor team sport developed by Swiss biologist Dr Hermann Brandt 
who wanted to create a sport to reduce injuries, stemmed by his concern 
around the number of injuries in sport at the time. Tchoukball is unique in 
that it allows people of all shapes, sizes, genders, cultures, and                         
backgrounds to play together. Contact guildfordtchoukball@gmail.com for 
a free trial 

Stopgap Dance - Wednesday evenings 

Stopgap Dance Company are the experts in inclusive dance training and 
choreography. Their vision is to create an inclusive world where diversity 
is not just accepted but pursued; they value a pioneering spirit and are 
committed to making discoveries about integrating disabled and                            
non-disabled people through dance. For more information, visit their         
website: https://www.stopgapdance.com/ 

If you looking for a venue for regular activities or meetings within our halls 
or classrooms, please contact Sharon at: lettings@guildfordcounty.co.uk 

Best Regards, 

Sharon Garner, Sports & Community Lettings Officer 

Dates for the Diary : 

 

Thu  30 Sept  Main School Open Event 

Fri 01 Oct  School Sponsored Walk 

Tue 05 Oct  Brass Launch 

Thu 07 Oct   House Rowing 

Fri 08 Oct  Wye Valley Weekend 

Tue 12 Oct  Photography Exhibition 

Thu 14 Oct  Sixth Form Open Event 

Fri 15 Oct  Wye Valley Weekend 

Thu 21 Oct  Yr11 Parents Evening 

Fri 22 Oct  INSET DAY—Half Term begins 

mailto:guildfordtchoukball@gmail.com
https://www.stopgapdance.com/
mailto:lettings@guildfordcounty.co.uk
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Formally Welcoming our New Officers 


