
Welcome 
The UCAS Virtual Information Evening

Will begin at 6pm
Please mute your microphones during the 

presentation. If you would like to ask a 
question you can log it in the chat section 

and we will address them at the end. 



How will the application 
process be different this 

year?



1. Key dates for next year
2. What is UCAS?
3.  The process

Completing the application
Getting offers
Acceptance / Clearing/ Adjustment

4.   The best applications
5. Open Days / Virtual Open Days
6.   Applying for Medicine, Veterinary or Oxbridge
7.   Applying for Foundation year courses
8.   Finance
9.   How we help the students
10. How you can help
11. How they can help themselves?



1. Key dates

9 June Student online launch Mrs Black

w/o 15 June Face to face and online meetings with tutors

15 June Personal Evaluations on post 18 plans to  tutors

16 June 2pm Online  presentation Mr Houghton  on personal statements
6pm Post 18 presentation to parents on zoom

16 – 30 June Small group online tutorials to discuss post 18 choices / UCAS etc 

23 June 2pm Live online meeting for those applying to the most competitive 
courses including Oxbridge.

3 July First draft of personal statement or alternative to tutor

15 Oct Application deadline for Oxbridge, medicine, dentistry and law

15 Jan Application deadline  for all

5 May Deadline for UCAS choices



2. What is UCAS?



The central application 
service for university 
and conservatoire 
courses.

Students can apply to 
up to 5 universities 
with some exceptions.

There are around 
37,000 courses on 
offer!





3.  The process
Completing the application



Stage 1. There are 7 sections that 
students  need to complete on your 
application.
Personal Details 
Choices
Additional Information
Education
Employment
Student Finance
Personal Statement

Stage 3. Send off the form
Use debit/credit card to pay 
£25 

Stage 4. Meeting with  
Mrs White/ Mrs Black 
who will add
Predicted grades
Reference
And then the form is 
sent off!

There are four stages to the 
completing the application

Stage 2.
Check the form is completed 
correctly with their tutor



Universities cannot see which other institutions a student
has applied to.

Students may be asked to interview – definitely for
Oxbridge and medicine / vet.

If students are sure that they want to take a gap year they
can apply for a deferred place or wait until A level results
day and ask to defer then.



3.  The process
Getting offers

A conditional offer means the student still need to 

meet the requirements – usually exam results.

A conditional offer might look something like this:

•A levels grade BBC with B in psychology 

•112 UCAS Tariff points including BTEC  (Equivalent to 

BBC)

•AAA from three A levels, or AAB from three A levels and 

grade B in your Extended Project



3.  The process
Getting offers

An unconditional offer means they have been offered a 

definite place.

There will usually be a clause such as making that the firm 

choice. 

There could be a financial incentive to keep the students 

focussed.

Students can be called 
for interview/ audition.



3.  The process
Acceptance / Clearing/ Adjustment

Most offers will be made by 31st March 2021 and 
decisions have to be made by 5th May 2021. Students 
select a firm choice and an insurance.

Results day Thursday 12th August 2021. UCAS will inform 
the students whether they have got their firm choice, 
their insurance or neither.

Other options at this stage. Clearing will publish courses 
that are not yet full. Adjustment is an option if students 
have exceeded expectations.



4. The best applications

Predicted grades that match the published requirements.

Well researched.

Passion for the course is clear.

Strong Personal statement.

Meet the deadlines.



5. Open Days / Virtual Open Days



6. Applying for Medicine, 
Veterinary or Oxbridge

15th October.

Entrance exams. 

Interviews.



7. Applying for Foundation 
year courses

Art and Design – free.

Other options to access 
degree  courses are 
becoming more 
common. 



7. Applying for Foundation 
year courses

For example at Southampton University 

Engineering/Physics/Maths/Geophysics
“If you want to study Engineering, Physics, Mathematics or 
Geophysics but you did not choose the A level subjects 
required for direct entry to your chosen degree, our 
Foundation Year is the ideal choice for you.”

For example at Surrey University 

“Arts and Social Sciences. Entry requirements: CCC at A-

level or equivalent. Our foundation year courses will 

require specific GCSE subjects, please check …”



8.   Finance

Applications for 2021 will open in February 2021

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance



9.   How we help the students



This is from the advice that I gave to 
students last week.

The most important thing is finding the right 
course for you.
To get started
Find all of the universities that offer the 
subject area you are interested in

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/
is a great place to start

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/


Enter your chosen subject



Enter your likely grades



You can limit the search if you wish



Courses vary greatly between universities. 
Not necessarily better or worse but different.
• An ancient history degree

• A modern history degree

• An American history 

• A European history degree

• An art history degree

• A combined history degree…..you can combine it with lots of different 
subjects. This might help you tailor your degree to a career path.





Looking carefully at courses

Look at the modules covered in each course and identify which ones 
are most interesting, or relevant to your career aspiration.

How many lectures are there, and how much group work will be done 
in seminars?

What does the assessment at the end of each module look like? Exams, 
coursework, presentations, or a combination of all three?

Who are the tutors, and are they experts in areas you want to learn 
about?

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-
study/choosing-course/how-choose-between-undergraduate-
courses-and-unis

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/choosing-course/how-choose-between-undergraduate-courses-and-unis


What type university would you prefer?

Once the students have identified the type 
of course they are interested in then….

Hopefully finding the right courses will help you to narrow down your choice but there 
are lots of questions to ask yourself
Do you want to be close to home…..or far away?
Do you want a big city experience?
What else do you want from university? For example, clubs, sports etc
Do you prefer the idea of a campus university?
Is the size of the university important to you?
Would you prefer to be somewhere modern or somewhere traditional?
What about the cost of living? Eg rents vary greatly across the UK

This term you can visit lots of them virtually to help build up your 
ideas. 



10. How you can help



11. How they can help 
themselves?


