
Welcome 
The UCAS Virtual Information Evening

Will begin at 6pm
Please mute your microphones during the 

presentation. If you would like to ask a 
question, log it in the chat section and we 
will address them at the end. Thank you.





79% of last year's Year 13 secured places at university.
89% were accepted by their first choice university.

25 students took a gap year.

The most popular subjects for their undergraduate studies:

Business related degrees
Various engineering degrees
Mathematics
English
History
Economics
Business
Psychology

2020 Leavers



The students secured places all over the country with a trend for going north:

The furthest away is St Andrews and the closest is Surrey!
Nine to Sheffield
Ten to Nottingham/ Nottingham Trent
Eight to Manchester/ Manchester Met
Six to Loughborough
Three to Oxford
Two to Durham
Two to the Royal Academy of Music

2020 Leavers
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2. What is UCAS?
3.  The process

Completing the application
Getting offers
Acceptance / Clearing/ Adjustment.

4.   The best applications.
5. Open Days / Virtual Open Days.
6.   Applying for Medicine, Veterinary or Oxbridge.
7.   Applying for Foundation year courses.
8.   Finance.
9.   How we help the students.
10. How you can help.
11. How students can help themselves?



1. Key dates
w/o 26 April 2021 Student launch Mrs Black.

10 – 21 May 2021 Focus on personal statements.

7 July 2021 Draft of personal statement or alternative to Mrs Black.

7 September 2021 First day completed applications can be submitted to UCAS.

15 October 2021 Application deadline for Oxbridge, medicine, dentistry and law.

3 November 2021 Oxbridge entrance tests.

15 January 2022 Application deadline  for all.

5 May 2022 Deadline for returning UCAS choices.

Ongoing Tutorials.
Progress interviews with tutors.
Support groups for those applying for competitive courses.
Resources in library and sixth form study centre.



2. What is UCAS?



2. Support for parents https://www.ucas.co
m/undergraduate/ap
plying-
university/advice-
parents-and-
guardians/ucas-
undergraduate-
application-process

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/advice-parents-and-guardians/ucas-undergraduate-application-process


3.  The process
Completing the UCAS application

There are four stages 
to the completing the 
application



Stage 1. Register on the UCAS site from 18th May 2021. 
There is no obligation at this stage.
Link the application to the school using the buzzword 
County22
• Personal details

• Work experience

• Education

• Nationality details 

• English language skills

• Supporting information 

• Personal statement 

• Choices – make up to five

• References

• Finance and funding 

• Diversity and inclusion

There are four stages 
to the completing the 
application



Personal Statement
The only section of the application process that students have full 
control over.

A maximum of 4,000 characters or 47 lines.

There is no spelling or grammar check so it needs to be prepared and 
checked in word.

No formatting allowed. 

As a rough guide there should be three sections:
• Why you want to study that subject.

• What you have done to prepare yourself for studying that subject   
and how you hope to expand this through your degree.

• Extra curricular experiences.

There are four stages 
to the completing the 
application



There are four stages 
to the completing the 
application

Stage 2.
Check the form is completed 
correctly with tutor.



Stage 3. Complete the form by 
using debit/credit card to pay 
£26.50. 

There are four stages to the 
completing the application



Stage 4. Meeting with  
Mrs Black who will add
Predicted grades
Reference
And then the form is 
sent off!

There are four stages to the 
completing the application



Universities cannot see which other institutions a student has
applied to.

The students write one personal statement so it needs to be
relevant for all of the courses they are applying for.

Students may be asked to interview – definitely for Oxbridge and
medicine / veterinary.

Students may be asked to provide a portfolio.

If students are sure that they want to take a gap year they can apply
for a deferred place or wait until A level results day and ask to defer
then.



3.  The process
Getting offers

A conditional offer means the student still need to 
meet stated  requirements; usually exam results.

A conditional offer might look something like:

•A levels grade BBC with B in psychology. 

•112 UCAS tariff points including BTEC.

A level 
grade

BTEC 
grade

UCAS 
points

A* D* 56

A D 48

B -- 40

C M 32

D -- 24

E P 16



3.  The process
Getting offers

An unconditional offer means they have been offered a 
definite place.

There will usually be a clause such as making it the firm 
choice. 

There could be a financial incentive to keep the students 
focussed.



3.  The process
Acceptance / Clearing/ Adjustment

Most offers will be made by 31st March 2022 and decisions 
have to be made by May 2022. Students select a firm 
choice and an insurance.

Results day Thursday 11th August 2022. UCAS will inform 
the students whether they have been accepted by their 
firm choice, their insurance or neither.

Other options at this stage. Clearing will publish courses 
that are not yet full. Adjustment is an option if students 
have exceeded expectations.



4. The best applications

Predicted grades that match the published 
requirements.

Well researched.

Passion for the course is clear.

Strong Personal Statement.

Meet the deadlines.



5. Open Days / Virtual Open Days

https://www.opendays.com/search/?q=

https://www.opendays.com/search/?q=nottingham


6. Applying for Medicine, 
Veterinary or Oxbridge

15th October.

Entrance exams. 

Interviews.



7. Applying for Foundation 
year courses

Art and Design – free.

Other options to access 
degree  courses are 
becoming more 
common. 



These are the foundation 
courses offered by Surrey 
University this year.



8.   Finance

Applications for 2022 will open in February 2022

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance


9.   How we help the students



This is from the advice that I will be 
sharing with students this week.

The most important thing is finding the right course for 
you.
To get started
Find all of the universities that offer the subject area you are 
interested in
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/
is a great place to start.

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/


Enter your chosen subject



Enter your likely grades



You can limit the search if you wish



Courses vary greatly between universities. 
Not better or worse but different.
• An ancient history degree

• A modern history degree

• An American history 

• A European history degree

• An art history degree

• A combined history degree…..you can combine it with lots of different 
subjects. This might help you tailor your degree to a career path.





Looking carefully at courses

Look at the modules covered in each course and identify which ones 
are most interesting, or relevant to your career aspiration.

How many lectures are there, and how much group work will be done 
in seminars?

What does the assessment at the end of each module look like? Exams, 
coursework, presentations, or a combination of all three?

Who are the tutors: are they experts in areas you want to learn about?

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-
study/choosing-course/how-choose-between-undergraduate-
courses-and-unis

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/choosing-course/how-choose-between-undergraduate-courses-and-unis


What type university would you prefer?

Once the students have identified the type 
of course they are interested in then….

Hopefully finding the right courses will help you to narrow down your choice but there 
are lots of questions to ask yourself.
Do you want to be close to home…..or far away?
Do you want a big city experience?
What else do you want from university? For example, clubs, sports etc
Do you prefer the idea of a campus university?
Is the size of the university important to you?
Would you prefer to be somewhere modern or somewhere traditional?
What about the cost of living? Eg rents vary greatly across the UK

This term you can visit lots of them virtually and hopefully in 
person to help build up your ideas. 



10. How you can help?



11. How students can help 
themselves?

• Research.

• Extracurricular activities.

• Work experience.

• Go beyond the syllabus.

• Focus on this year’s studies.


