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Our Core Values

•Generosity of spirit

•Creativity in all of our endeavours

•Success will be celebrated in all of its forms



Give, Create and Succeed together



Our Purpose

We are a school entrusted to provide you with 
the best education in the country, focused on 
outcomes of every description.



‘To be leaders in secondary 
education.  Where children 
thrive as resilient learners, are 
healthy, happy and successful 
and where we all believe that 
being Better Never Stops.’

Our Vision



The Annual Fund
•A shameless and polite request

• ‘If you want the best, you have to pay for 
it’

•Why your contribution matters – sports, 
music, curriculum, enrichment…

•£10-50 per month or all that you can 
afford, please click the button on 
ParentPay

•You can contribute in other ways – Friends 
of the School, Parent Focus Group, Prayer 
Group





Key Question

What is the best way you 
can support your son 

and/or daughter in Year 
10?



Core subjects at County



Lewys Jones
Director of Science



Science Courses 

Combined Science 
(Trilogy)

• All subjects covered!

• Grades will be reported 
as a double 2 numbers, 
e.g. a 6-5 is equivalent to 
a grade 6. 

• 2 x 75 minute exams per 
subject (6 in total). 70 
marks each.

Triple Science

Separate Sciences

• Separate GCSE grades are 
awarded for each (3 in total).

• Grades will be awarded using 
the 9-1 grading scale.

• For each subject:

• 2 x 105 minute exams 

• (100 marks each



Science Information

• Assessments
• All exam based. No coursework.

• Every exam has at least 1 practical based question.

• “Core Practicals” are dictated by exam boards – will be 
covered throughout the year and made clear to students.

• Regular end of topic assessments - short, happen in 1 
lesson. Mix of multiple choice, short answer and 6 mark 
questions. Mirrors the actual GCSE exams!

• Homework
• Approx 2 per subject per fortnight.

• Mix of quizzes, “flipped learning”, research tasks, 
reinforcement and exam questions.

• Some will be set using Seneca – an online tool used for 
revision purposes.



How can you help at home? Science
1. Dinner table conversations – If your child can explain in detail 

their “WALT” statement from the days’ lesson, they have 
understood at least 90% of the content. Helps via a process 
known as “Rubber Duck Debugging”.

2. Test your son/daughter on equations and key facts– support 
them in creating flash cards with simple questions and answers 
on opposite sides. Ask your son/daughter the question and 
check the answer. Use the Leitner System (more to come).

3. Ask to see their revision / notes – are they complete? Does it 
make sense to a non scientist. Is it clear and logical?

4. Range of revision guides / online resources – CGP Guides are 
considered the gold standard. Make sure it “AQA GCSE Science”



Quick revision ideas for Science:

Leitner System – all key knowledge / equations / facts should 
be on separate flash cards – Question on 1 side, answer on 
the other.
3 Boxes – “Daily, Weekly, Monthly” – intervals can vary.

Daily Weekly Monthly

Correct! Correct!

Incorrect



Quick revision ideas for Science:

• Regular past paper practice – available from 
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ in an easy layout.

• Use of https://senecalearning.com/ – all students are set up 
on this from last year!

• Primrose Kitten Youtube Channel – specification specific 
revision summaries.

• A3 Placemats – Available on the GCSE Revision Zone on 
school website.

• “SLOP Booklets” – Shed Loads of Practice – available on 
GCSE Revision Zone school website.

• If they aren’t answering questions, they aren’t revising!

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://senecalearning.com/


Quick revision ideas for Science:
Use of CGP Workbooks. 



Charlotte Jenner
Director of English



Introduction to English Language and 
Literature GCSE

• Two distinct and separate GCSEs – Literature and 
Language. Both are graded under the 9-1 system.

• Literature – Lord of the Flies, a Shakespeare play, a 
selection of linked poetry, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (Y11)

• Literature – discussion and annotations/notemaking; 
relevance of context; different readings; using text to 
support; short and focused written tasks; 
peer/self/teacher development.

• Language – specific skills; repeated practice and 
improvement; technical accuracy; subject terminology.



English Language and Literature GCSE

• Homework – 4 tasks/fortnight; practice language 
questions; short literature responses; reading; 
research; learning terminology and spellings.

• Assessment – formal exam questions each term; 
building to full GCSE mock in Jan of Y11; folders to 
demonstrate development and good practice.

• Challenge – reading linked or similar texts (Lit); 
using critical views (Lit); reading and evaluating 
‘quality’ examples of fiction and non-fiction writing 
(Lang); extending vocabulary and sentence 
structures (Lang).



How can you help at home? -
Literature

1. Read the literature texts (J&H, poetry anthology, Shakespeare 
play) and then ask your son/daughter questions about it – who is 
the most important character? How do they change throughout 
the text? Why do you think the writer created that effect? Etc.

2. Test your son/daughter on key quotations – support them in 
creating cue cards with key quotations on one side, and then key 
information – who said it, what’s happening at the time, how 
does this event influence the rest of the text – on the other side. 
Ask your son/daughter to say the quotation and then explain it to 
you using the information on the other side.

3. If at all possible watch productions of the Shakespeare plays at 
home – The Globe productions are realistic – and ask them 
questions as you watch – who is he? What has he done? What 
happened before this? – the more they know the better.

4. Range of revision guides – York Notes, CGP.



How can you help at home? -
Language

1. Look in their English books/folders and get them to talk you through 
what they have been studying. Get them to teach you new ideas or 
concepts - we supposedly learn 80% better from teaching others and 
they will love being the experts (possibly!). Also – you will be able to see 
the areas that their English teachers are picking them up on. If their 
books are messy with poor checks made by your son/daughter, get them 
to talk you through why this is the case.

2. Ask them to complete a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weakness, 
Opportunities, Threats) on their performance in either exam – ask them 
what they plan to do to improve, and then later on ask them how their 
strategy went. This could also be helpful when your son/daughter says 
they don’t know what part/area to revise.

3. Subscribe to or buy newspapers or formal magazines – read an article 
together and ask your son/daughter to say what the five main points of 
the article were, and how the writer felt about the topic – then ask them 
how they know. Explanation is key!

4. Try to play devil’s advocate in discussions – a student who can see both 
sides of an argument is more likely to demonstrate a clearer argument 
than one who can’t see other opinions. The most important thing is for 
the student to justify and explain their opinions.



•Attempt a question yourself – then ask your 
son/daughter to peer assess your work, 
watch how they apply the mark scheme and 
what they pick up on. If they can explain why 
your work is a certain band, then they should 
be able to apply those skills (and higher) in 
their own writing.



Quick revision ideas for English:

1. List 4 things you learn from an article in your own words. Use 
inference to pick out meanings not stated in an obvious way. Find a 
quote for each one OR summarise the article and embed some quotes 

2. Read one chapter of your choice from an autobiography (pick from a 
range of sports/celebrities/actors/travellers etc.) OR an extract from 
the opening of a novel and explain why the writer has used the 
language they have or structured it in a particular way. 

3. Draw a quick storyboard of the story of one of your set texts, using 
key quotes to exemplify each moment 

4. Learn a range of different language techniques and practise 
identifying and commenting on how they are used in a range of texts. 
See if you can spot similarities or differences between two texts 

5. Re-read your set texts and research and make notes on other people’s 
ideas in revision guides or on the internet to give you some fresh 
ideas. 



Some more quick revision ideas:

1. Select a picture/photo (from a book, magazine or your own 
selection) and write a description of it using adjectives, the 5 
senses, emotive verbs, emotions/thoughts. Use a range of 
interesting vocabulary 

2. Select a topical issue from the website address below and 
argue one side of the opinion using AFOREST techniques to be 
persuasive to your reader - then write the other side of the 
opinion http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/studentlife/debate/ 

3. Using the title of a film as inspiration, write a short story where 
you try to develop a dramatic scene/a mysterious character/an 
unusual setting or an interesting structure 

4. Learn how to use all of the punctuation on the bottom layer of 
the punctuation pyramid in your planner. 

5. Learn three new words each week and aim to use them 
regularly and accurately



Steve Knight
Director of Maths



Maths Exams 

•Exam board is Edexcel

•3 exams: 1 non calculator, 2 calculator

•Each paper equally weighted = 80 
marks for each paper =  240 total.

•Foundation: levels 1-5

•Higher: levels 4-9 

•Linear course (all exams in summer of 
Year 11).



STOP!

Don’t buy a revision guide just yet.

Let us help.



Folders
Revision guide and workbook, Target books, past 
papers



The best way to revise for Maths

•The best way to 
revise for Maths is to 
do Maths questions.

•Later on the best practice is to 
do a full paper in the proper 

amount of time.



The best way to revise for Maths

•Encourage them to organise their notes 
on to flashcards and posters.

•But remember flashcards only work if 
they are used.

•Put a question on the front and an 
answer on the back.

•Show them the question and see if they 
know the answer.



The best way to revise for Maths

•The exam specification sets out 
everything they need to know, but it is 
in “exam speak”.

•We will give them topic lists.

•Encourage them to highlight topics they 
know well in green, “OK” topics in 
orange and tough topics in red so their 
list of what to revise is more 
manageable.



Maths Resources

•Mathswatch: Each student has their own login.

•Desmos: All students can download this for free on 
phones.

•Geogebra: Useful to use at home on a web 
browser to help build intuition.

•Youtube:  Youtube has some wonderful, helpful 
channels (mathbff, Khan Academy, Mathantics
etc…)

•Please make sure they have a decent scientific 
calculator. The Casio FX-83GTX is a good option. 
The Casio fx-991EX will last them up to A Level.



How can you as parents help?

•Help your child to stay positive – they 
can do it!

•Be that calming influence.

•Help them to be organised. They will 
get a lot of resources from us, please 
encourage them to keep everything in 
one place.

•Remind them this is a marathon not a 
sprint.



Katie Macadam
Head of Year 10



Working together at 
Upper School

Our students pass through the school
once only.

There are no exceptions; we do our best
to work with parents and students to
ensure that the years at Guildford County
School are special, and a time to
remember.



Student 

responsibilities

School 

responsibilities

Parent 

responsibilities

Working together in Upper School



Keeping in touch…
Edulink One



Student Responsibilities - Get off to a 
great start and then keep it going!

•Organisation and time management

•Attendance and punctuality

•Look smart – wear uniform with pride

•Behaviour and behaviour for learning

•Readiness for learning

•Planners – Record and Respect

•Home learning, revision and exam preparation

•Respect for students, teachers and yourself



Student opportunities – Get involved 
and take control!

•Student Council/voice

•House Activities – everyone involved!

•Co-Curricular activities (D of E)

•Subject support and competitions

•Peer Mentoring

•Prom/Year book organisation

•Trips

•Building on opportunities for the Sixth Form



gcsepod

• A fantastic revision resource for GCSE 

students.

• Revision podcasts and videos

• Free available downloads for different 

subjects

• Go to ‘New here? Get started!’ and fill in 

details

• http://www.gcsepod.co.uk/home/

http://www.gcsepod.co.uk/home/


Parent Responsibilities

•Take an interest in your child’s GCSE courses

•Offer help, support and encouragement/rewards

•Organisation – Uniform/Behaviour/Readiness for 
learning/Equipment/Attendance/Punctuality

•Help with managing time

•Communicate with GCS – Tutor, HoY, Office

•School Calendar and Parentmail notices

•Edulink One – keep an eye on IRs, attendance and 
home learning



Help with the process, not the work

•Going to school, on time, is a must. You only stay 
home in exceptional circumstances.

•Having a routine, where you look after yourself, is 
crucial.

•No TVs, phones, tablets etc. in bedroom. 

•E-Safety: monitor/check/parental controls.

• ‘Down time’ is ESSENTIAL BUT SEPARATE



GCS Responsibilities – Academic and 
Pastoral Support

•Year 10 Tutors

•Head of Year and Assistant Head of Year

•Subject Teachers and Heads of Department

•Examinations Officer: Mrs Sam Roberts (email: 
sroberts@guildfordcounty.co.uk)

•Leadership Team



Reporting Process

Fischer Family Trust Targets 

Interim Reports / Student 
Review

Informal Consultations

Parents Evening

Year 10 Late-night Library 
Sessions

Year 10 Exams

Thursday 23rd June 2022

Monday 3.30-5.00pm

1. Form Tutor 2. Head of Year

3 Student Reviews

FFT Aspire data set Sept 2021

April 2021
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