
Zoom Etiquette
Reminder

• Check that video is off and microphone is 
muted.

• Please ensure children are supervised on Zoom 
at all times.

• Direct questions privately to Mr Jack 
Houghton in chat

A copy of these slides 
will be available on 
our website from 

tomorrow



Welcome to
Year 8 and Year 9 

Information Evening
Thursday 16th September 

2021



Steve Smith
Headteacher



The Annual Fund
•A shameless and polite request

• ‘If you want the best, you have to pay for 
it’

•Why your contribution matters – sports, 
music, curriculum, enrichment…

•£10-50 per month or all that you can 
afford, please click the button on 
ParentPay

•You can contribute in other ways – Friends 
of the School, Parent Focus Group, Prayer 
Group





Our Core Values

•Generosity of spirit

•Creativity in all of our endeavours

•Success will be celebrated in all of its forms



Give, Create and Succeed together



Our Purpose

We are a school entrusted to provide you with 
the best education in the country, focused on 
outcomes of every description.



‘To be leaders in secondary 
education.  Where students 
thrive as resilient learners, are 
healthy, happy and successful 
and where we all believe that 
being Better Never Stops.’

Our Vision



Do take a look at our new short film ‘We are 
Guildford County School’, found at the bottom 
of the page here:

https://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/572/headt
eachers-welcome

https://www.guildfordcounty.co.uk/572/headteachers-welcome




Mr Jonathan Thorpe 
Head of Year 8

Miss Joanna Thomas 
Head of Year 9



Key Question

What is the best way that 
you can support your son 

and / or daughter 
throughout Year 8 and 

Year 9?



A partnership

School

Student

Home



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

1. Talk to your children about school 
positively and celebrate education.

Try asking questions that encourage 
reflection and a more detailed 

response than ‘Yes’ or ‘No’



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

2. Read with them, to them, and let them 
see you read.

•Literacy is the most important thing we 
teach children.
•Making time and resources available 
for reading at home in different ways is 
crucial.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

3. Help them with their organisation, 
not their work.
•Unless you are involved in education, it’s 
likely that some things in subjects feel alien.
•Helping with work can lead to conflict, and 
reduce independence.
•Parenting is a PhD in organisation and 
prioritisation – teach them that.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

4. Communicate with school – tutor, 
teacher, planner
•Look and sign their planner weekly.
•Tutors and subject teachers are nearly 
always the best first-port-of-call.
•Professionals who welcome constructive 
dialogue.
•Developing their independence – discourage 
them from contacting you when at school.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

5. Make sure they have a place to work 
at home
•Free from distractions.

•Technology to engage and assist with remote 
learning.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

6. Make sure you have access to 
EduLink and Teams

•If you do not have access to EduLink, contact 
Katy Robinson at 
krobinson@guildfordcounty.co.uk.
•Ask your child for their Teams log-in details.
•Use the school website, ParentMail, and our 
social media feeds.

mailto:krobinson@guildfordcounty.co.uk


Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

7. No phones or other devices after 7pm?

•Technology has many advantages, but some 
research suggests risks for children:
•Decreased sleep and distractibility
• Poorer academic performance
•Obesity
• Social risks

•Having agreements in place around responsible 
use and checks.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

8. Speak with them about physical and 
online safety

•They are not as mature as they may seem.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

9. Help them develop effective habits
and routines

•Regular bedtimes and wakeups.

•Check timetable, planner, uniform, bag.

•Anything else - Kit? Instruments?

•Food and water.

•Breakfast.



Ten ways that parents and carers can 
help their children succeed at school

10. Talk to them about our values

•It’s hard to feel comfortable in a place that 
doesn’t share your values.

•Talking positively about what it means to be 
a County student will help your child feel 
secure at school.



Ways that subject areas are 
supporting your children

Skills for Learning 
•Analysis and Investigative skills – practical 
• Evaluating and justifying - opinions and giving balanced 

arguments
•Developing verbal and written language –

reviewing/relearning keywords and terms
•Planned opportunities to demonstrate and refine skills 
•Using creative strategies to help build confidence – paired 

and small group work
•Reviewed and adapted the curriculum topics and content 

to meet the needs of the students 
•Use of KS4 subject expectations to help address necessary 

skills that are required



Tutors
Tutor Group Tutor

8H Hana Stewart

8L Gurpreet Davidson

8Y Jane Doar

8S Richard Herbert

8W Caron Coleman & Lucy Whiteman

8T Jo Machenbach

9H Lucy Cook

9L Davina Welton & Carole Weston

9Y Jo Medlicott

9S James Martin

9W Lindsay Ammar & Vanessa Bradley

9T Nikki Evenden

Example: hstewart@guildfordcounty.co.uk



Key dates – Year 9

When What

Ongoing Careers

w/c 20th September Targets

w/c 29th November Interim Report 1

w/c 17th January 2022 Science Exams

w/c 24th January Parents' Evening

w/c 7th February Option's Evening

w/c 21st February Option's Deadline

w/c 14th March Math's Exams

w/c 28th March Interim Report 2

w/c 20th June End of Lower School Exams

w/c 11th July Interim Report 3

The school calendar is on our website



Key dates – Year 8
When What

November Careers

w/c 20th September Targets

w/c 22nd November Interim Report 1

w/c 7th February Formal Exams

w/c 7th March Interim Report 2

w/c 21st March Parents' Evening

w/c 20th June Interim Report 3

The school calendar is on our website



Set reviews

•Three times a year.

•After every Interim Report.



GCSE Grading



Special Considerations

•Students may have medical conditions 
that require them to have special 
arrangements for exams.

•These need to be applied for and 
arranged in advance and it is vital that the 
school is aware early on.

•Please contact Anna Marshall if you 
would like to discuss this further.

amarshall@guildfordcounty.co.uk

mailto:sdelittle@guildfordcounty.co.uk


Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic education (PSHE)
Year 8:

•Consent

•Proud to be me

•Physical health and mental wellbeing

•Identity, relationships and sex education

•Dangers in society – online and offline

•LGBTQ+

•Law, crime and society



Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic education (PSHE)
Year 9:

•Consent

•Legal and illegal drugs

•Body confidence

•Sex, the law and consent

•Contraception and STIs

•Essential life skills

•Exploring British Values



Look out on the school website 
for:

•Curriculum Booklets 2021 – 2022

•Extra Curricular activities booklet

•Sports Clubs

•Details of upcoming events – Sponsored Walk

•Year 9 only DofE please contact Miss 
Medlicott jmedlicott@guildfordcounty.co.uk

•Open Evening

mailto:jmedlicott@guildfordcounty.co.uk


Thank you
Questions?

• Please feel free to email tutors 
with any follow-up questions.

• Direct questions privately to 
Mr Jack Houghton in chat

A copy of these slides 
will be available on 
our website from 

tomorrow


